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and successfully discharged the trust reposed in 

them by William Jones, this record of his Charities 

at Monmouth and Newland is 

MOST RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED. 



IXTliODUCTOKY PREFA(4v 

'sF^OWAHDS the Western side of the fair ishuid of Britain lies a 
(c4-i district distinguislied for its historical associations and the 
beauty of its scenery. In former times the inhabitants, called Silures, 
were noted for their bravery and the stubborn resistance they offered 
to the disciplined troops of imperial Rome. Through it flows a wind- 
ing stream which was very appropriately named the Vaga (*) b}' the 
j)owerful race who first brought the ancient inhabitants beneath their 
yoke. Its modern designation of Wye is a Keltic word, and was used 
to describe "fresh running water." 

One of the most charming parts of the beautiful valley through 
which this river flows is the place where it receives the waters of the 
Monnow and also that of its more humble tributary the Trothy. 

Some little distance before the two former of these streams unite, 
and where the space between them is barely half a mile, stands a hill, 
which rises by a steep ascent on the western side from the bed of the 
Monnow; on the southern side it rises less steeply, but in former times 
it rose more abruptly than it does now, from the low and then marshy 
ground which lay between the two rivers ; on its eastern side it went 
down by a gradual descent to the broad and deep channel of the 
Wye. The northern side was the only one without a natural defence. 

Xo doubt a position such as this was occupied in very early times, 
affording as it did, so easy a means of defence against the appliances 
of ancient warfare. It was undoubtedly held by the Roman and the 
Briton. Then it became one of the outposts of the Anglo-Saxon 
invader, and was for ages in the border land between two hostile 
races. It fell under the powerful hand of the Norman and was a well- 
fortified stronghold of great importance. It was granted to John of 
Gaunt or Ghent, and here in 1388 was born his grandson, who became 
one of England's most famous kings and warriors, Henry V. ; and so 
it claims to be a royal borough. 

(I.) '* Vaga" means "the wanderer." 
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After border warfare ceased between the Anglo-Saxon and the 
Kelt the importance of the place somewhat diminished, and in 
modern times the great increase in the population of other towns 
round about has relatively tended still further in the same direction. 
It is to be hoped that nothing will ever take away ought from its 
beautiful surroundings, and it can never be deprived of the interesting 
historical associations of which it is the centre. Its name of Mon- 
mouth at the same time i)roclaims its Knglish occupation and its site 
at the entrance of the beautiful vak' through which the Monnow 
flows. 

In the early days of tlie reign of (iueen Eliza betli a young man 
lived for some time in this place who bore tlie very common Welsh 
surname of Jones. He afterwards went to London, accumulated a 
large fortune as a Hamburgh Merchant, and be(j[ueatlied a considera])le 
sum of money for tlie foundation of a lucctureship, Almshouses, and a 
Free Grammar School in this ancient borough. Nor was this all he 
did for the neighbourhood in which he was born and where his youth- 
ful days were spent. 

About four miles to the south-east of Monmouth, and some little 
distance from the banks of the Wye, lies the charming little village of 
Xewland. It is not of modern date, but came into existence in the 
thirteenth century, when the district that hitherto formed a part of 
the Forest of Dean was cleared of the timber with which it had 
previously been densely covered, and was consecpiently spoken of as 
the " new land" - a name it has retained after so many centuries have 
elapsed. At the time referred to a tine oak tree was spared, which 
still remains, and is now celebrated as one of the oldest and largest in 
girth of any in Britain. The erection of a beautiful parish church, 
dedicated to All Saints, was begun about the close of the century in 
which the lands were cleared, and is well worthy of being called "The 
Cathedral of the? Forest " a title by which, in the neighbourhood, it 
is commonly known. 

Here William Jones was born about the middle of the sixteenth 
century, and here he founded a lectureship and almshouses. 

It was the happy lot of the Author of this work to be, for a great 
many years, officially connected with the Charity at Monmouth. This 
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led him to enquire into its past history with the view of giving some 
details to the puhlic. However, as time went on, his idea expanded, 
and eventuaDy it has developed into a larger piece of work than he at 
first intended it to be, containing all the particulars he could obtain 
connected, not only with the Charity at Monmouth, but also with that 
at Newland. He has added, as an appendix, the Founder's will, the 
Ijctters Patent of King James 1., the different schemes under which 
the two Cliarities liave been worked, a short notice of the London 
lectureship founded by William Jones, witli other details bearing indi- 
rectly on the subject of the book. His object has been to make it a 
useful and complete manual for information and reference to the ever- 
increasing number of persons who are interested in the present and 
future work of the two Charities. 

The Author also ventures to hope that the contents of this book 
may not be altogether without interest to many who are not con- 
nected by any ties with the neighbourhood of Monmouth or Newland, 
on the principle enunciated in the well-known line of the celebrated 
Latin comedian ('): 

" Homo sum ; liumani nihil a me alieniim piito." 

However that may be, the Author, with much diffidence, commits 
his frail bark to the sea of public opinion in the hope that it will not 
be too severely criticsed, but meet with a friendly reception from those 
especially for whose sake it is now launched forth into the light of 
da v. 

The Author begs to return his grateful thanks to all those who 
have given him their encouragement and assistance : — 

First and foremost to the Worshipful Company of Haberdasliers, 
who have allowed him access to their minute books, and for whose 
kindness and hospitality words are a very inadequate expression of his 
sense of obligation : 

To their genial and kind-hearted Clerk, Mr. J. Hamilton Townt^nd, 
for the very cordial way in which he has at all times given his help, 
and also to all those who are officially connected with the Company's 
Hall, for their unvarying courtesy and attention : 

(1.) Terence. The line may be thus rendered : "I ani a human being ; I consider none of the 
incidents, which befall my fellow creatures, to be matters of unconcern to me." 



iv. Introductory Preface. 



To the liev. C. M. Rol)CMts, li.l)., llector of Aldridge, near Walsall, 
the late Headmaster of Monmouth School, for the trouble he has taken 
in going through the whole of the manuscript and for many useful 
suggestions and advicci : 

To the late Mr. William Pitt, who was for a great many years 
second master of the same school, for the gift of a copy, made by him- 
self, of the old miinit(^ book of the Visitors of the Monmouth Charity, 
and, without the helj> of which, some of the latter chapters of this 
work would have been very incomplete : 

To numerous other friends and old ])upils of the School who have 
been so good as to give him much useful information, and the kind and 
even affectionate tone of whos(^ letters, in many cases of the latter, 
will be among the ])leasant memories of the closing years of a some- 
what busy life. 



Monmouth, 

All Saints* Day, 1S<)I<. 




C N T E N T S . 



CHAPTER I. 

Concerning thk Livkby Companies of the City of London in 
GENERAL.— Their origin — Charters granted— Their increasing importance — 
Their privileges— The proceedings at the formation of a Company — Simon 
Potkin— Their spoliation— Their partially recovered prosperity— Theirnumber 
and rank—" The loving-cup." — Page 1. 

CHAPTER II. 

Concerning the Worshipful Company of Haberdashers in par- 
ticular.— Derivation of the name — The earliest notice — An ancient ballad — 
The patron saint— The first charter— The Hall— Many charters— The minute 
books— The civil war — Forced loans— The great fire — Hard times — Gradual 
recovery — Parliamentary Commission— Regulations of the Company— Their 
charitable work — The Company's Armorial Bearings. The recovered royal 
portraits.— Page 9. 

CHAPTER III. 

William Jones. — Earliest authentic information — Thomas Puller's 
account— Another story— Heath's statements discussed— The poor shoemaker 
— Birthplace and family history of William Jones— His coat of arms — The 
time and place of his death— His Charities and Will— His character— His 
religious opinions— His pedigree and coat of arms.— Page 18. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Concerning the Founding of the Charity at Monmouth, 1613-15.— 
The first minute referring to it — The ride to Monmouth— Description of the 
little Town— Selection of the site for the buildings— Its Roman occupation— 
The title deeds — The erection of the Almshouses— The London bricklayers — 
The School and Official Residences— The first Lecturer, Headmaster, and 
Usher— The reward of the diligent Clerk— The Roman cinders.— Page 33. 

CHAPTER V. 
Concerning Investments for Monmouth and Newland. — Section i.— 
Before the Great Civil War— Consideration of a suitable purchase — The offer 
of Sir William Throckmorton— Ilatcham Barnes — Sir John Brooke and the 
King's license — The letters patent — The amount expended — The Newland 
bequest and the letters patent— The purchase of the estates in Huntingdon- 
shire.— Page 47. 



vi. Contents. 



Concerning Investments fob Monmouth and Newland.— Section ii. 
— After the Great Civil War— The oppressive treatment under which 
the Haberdashers' Company suffered— Their consequent diflBculties— Their 
endeavours to meet their obligations— The review of Hatcham Barnes 
estate — The sale of the Huntingdonshire estate - The disposal of the purchase 
money—The expiration of the leases at Hatcham — The action of the Newland 
people — The decree of the Court of Chancery — The arrangement between the 
Company and Newland— The two views held with reference to the tenure of 
the estates— Careful and successful management — The liberal fulfilment of 
legal obligations. — Notes on receipts and payments. — Page 58. 

CHAPTER VI. 
From the founding of the Charity to the time of the Great Civil 
War, 1615-46. — Hours of Study — The vacations — Black Monday— Schoolboys' 
" diet " — The secular and religious teaching— Gowns for the Almspeople — 
The new Lecturer — The Deputation to Monmouth and Newland— The Head- 
masters neglect and consequent departure — The second Headmaster— The 
Usher's behaviour —The Civil War.— Page 80. 

Lecturers. Headmasters. 

Richard Sedgwick, M.A. John Owen, M.A. 

Robert Brabourn, M.A. Humfrey Crewys, M.A. 

Nathaniel Taynton, M.A. 
CHAPTER VII. 

More Pye. — His appointment as Usher— His diary (1647)— The siege of 
Raglan Castle — Mr. Greene's introductory remarks— Boarders— The School- 
master's Christmas Holidays — His bad health— A troublesome pupil— The 
attempt on Cromwell's life — The quartering of troops— The Kyrles — The 
Schoolmaster's political opinions— The fall of the Castle Tower— The "scuffle" 
between the Lecturer and the Puritan Chaplain— More Pye resigns his 
appointment. — Page 92. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

The Monmouth Charity vnder the Commonwealth, (1649-5B). — An 
Exhibitioner at Christchurch, Oxford— The way in which the vacancies in the 
Almshouses were filled up— The Lecturer ejected by the Puritans — Cromwell's 
nominee — The Company's prudent caution— More Pye's successor in the 
Ushership- Unsatisfactory report with reference to the Puritan Lecturer — 
Robert Brabourn, Headmaster — The vacant Lectureship— Difficulties with 
the ruling powers— A new Headmaster — Death of the Lord Protector— Notes 
on **The Committee for plundered Ministers," and Major General Harrison. 
—Page 100. 

Lecturers. Headmasters. 

Robert Brabourn, M.A. Nathaniel Taynton, M.A. 

Roger Charnock, M.A. Robert Brabourn, M.A. 



Contents. vii. 



CHAPTER IX. 

The Monmouth Chaeity undeb the Stuakts.— From the death of the 
Lord Protector to the time of the sale of tlie Huntingdonshire Estates 
(1658-1675).— The Lecturer and the late Lecturer's widow— The School prospers 
under Mr. Frampton — Dissatisfaction of the people of the County — The 
Lecturer's refusal to conform — A succession of Headmasters— Complaints 
against the Lecturer— The action of the Company in consequence— An 
incapable Headmaster— The Company and Monmouth Corporation disagree — 
The dispute settled by the Court of Chancery — They come to terms. — Ptige 113. 

Lecturers. Headmasters. 

Nicholas Carey, M.A. Robert Frampton, M.A. 

Charles Godwin, M.A. Charles Hoole, M.A. 

William Morris, M.A. 
Thomas Basset t, M.A. 

CHAPTER X. 

The Monmouth Charity under the Stuarts, 1675-85.— "Teague's 
house" — Death of the Lecturer (Mr. Godwin) and the election of his successor 
(Mr. Wickens) after a preaching competition — The opposition he encountered 
The Marquis of Worcester interferes— An Usher elected and an unAvise 
promise exacted from him— The unpopular Headmaster — He is lectured in a 
dignified manner— The Usher, supported by the Town, sticks to his office — 
An arrangement come to at last— Mr. Wickens resigns the lectureship and 
a new appointment is made. — Page 127. 

Lecturer. Headmaster. 

John Wickens, M.A. Thomas Bassett, M.A. 



CHAPTER XI. 

The Monmouth Charity under the Stuarts, 1685-1713— James II. 
and the Headmaster's disloyalty — lie is in consequence superseded — 
William III. reigns— Mr. Bassett takes the Schoolroom by storm —A long 
and hard-fought battle— Mr. Bassett vanquishes his rival— The two opposing 
Mayors of Monmouth— Litigation and financial difficulties— The Lecturer's 
popularity— The decrees of the Court of Chancery — The end of a long and 
stormy life— The appointment of a new Headmaster.— Page 137. 

Lecturer. Headmasters. 

Charles Herbert, M.A. Thomas Bassett, M.A. 

Thomas Wright, M.A. 
Thomas Bassett (restored). 



viii. Contents. 



CHAPTER XII. 

The Monmouth Chabity under the House of Brunswick, 1714-59.-- 
The advent of the Birt family —A ** Receiver " appointed— Mr. Andrew Cutlibert's 
gratitude— The annual appointment of the officers of the Charity— Death of 
Mr. Charles Herbert, the Lecturer, and Mr. Cuthbert succeeds him — The 
Monmouth officials object to the s'early re-election— Mr. Gwynn, the poetical 
Usher— Examples of epistolary correspondence — Death of the Headmaster — 
Careful choice of a successor— The Usher's and Headmaster's letters of 
thanks — The School in a declining condition — Death of Mr. Cuthbert— The 
Founder's family supplies a Lecturer, who opposes the Company's claim to 
re-elect him yearly — Money troubles— Specimen of Mr. Gwyun's poetry. 
—Page 148. 

Lecturers. Headmasters. 

Charles Herbert, M.A. Andrew Cutlibert, M.A. 

Andrew Cuthbert, M.A. James Birt, M.A. 

Roynon Jones, M.A. Baynam Barnes, M.A. 

CHAPTER XIIL 

The Monmouth Charity during the Reign of George III., 1760-1820. 
— Section i. (1760— 93)— The iron cinders — An Usher of high standing- 
Death of the Rev. Roynon Jones and the election of his successor— The fall 
of the Lecturer's house— Tlie decay of the School— The Rev. Thomas Prosser 
— The death of the Headmaster— Beginning of a long connection — Change in 
the time of the summer holidays — The rebuilding of the Lecturer's and 
Headmaster's houses— Mr. Powell's modesty — Death of the Lecturer and the 
changes resulting therefrom. — Page 165. 

Lecturers. Headmasters. 

Roynon Jones, M.A. John Crow, B.A. 

George Smith, M.A. Thomas Prosser, B.A. 

CHAl^ER XIII. 

The Monmouth Charity i)ruix(j the ueujn of Geouoe III. 
1760-1820. Section ii. (1793-1820). Rev. John Powell, Headmaster— The re- 
commendation of the Select Committee— x\ new Usher- Improvement of the 
School— " Bloated " pluralists—" Putrid fever" in the Almshouses — A very old 
Almswoman— Heath's description of the Charity buildings — Continued advance 
of the School — Complaints against the Headmaster — The letter addressed to 
him by the Court — The Rev. Thomas Prosser becomes Vicar of Monmouth — 
The Rev. William Powell, Usher— A full report on the state of the School. 
...Mr. Powell's prospectus.— Page 174. 

Lecturer. Headmaster. 

Thomas Prosser, M.A. John Powell,* M.A. 



Contents. ix. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

The Monmouth Charity undek George IV, anj> William IV., 1820-37. 
A dispute over the election of an Almswoman— Death of the Lecturer, the Rev. 
Thomas Prosser, and the appointment of the Rev. John Powell — An unsuccess- 
ful Headmaster— The appointment of Visitors (1825) — The unsatisfactory 
state of the School— The Visitors examine the School— A Writing Master 
wanted- Corporal punishment — The Rev. Willam Jones suddenly retires — 
Inadequate pay of the officials— Revision of the ancient statutes — An entire 
change in the staff of masters— The religious difficulty— The extension of the 
holidays— Good work done — The Rev. George Monnington, Headmaster — 
Death of the Rev. John Powell and the end of a long service — A new 
Lecturer — The School prospers — List of the boys in the School — The Alms- 
people— Mr. Powell's poetry— Bumping.— Page 187. 

Lecturers. Headmasters. 

Thomas Prosser, M.A. John Powell, M.A. 

John Powell, M.A. William Jones, M.A. 

James Crowther, M.A. .John Oakley Hill, M.A. 

George Monnington, M.A. 

CHAPTER XV. 
The Monmouth Charity under Queen Victoria . Section i. (1837—44). 
The Visitors— The Officers of the Charity and the Townspeople— Appoint- 
ment of a Nurse and Medical Officer— Political troubles in Monmouthshire — 
School hours — Rebuilding of the Almshouses and Second Master's house— 
The Second Master gets into trouble— The first exhibition to one of the 
Universities — Mr. Monnington and ** marriage no failure "—The Lecturer has 
his turn— The Headmaster's well-deserved preferment. — Page 201). 

Lecturer. Headmaster. 

James Crowther, M.A. George Monnington, B.A. 

CHAPTER XV. 
The Monmouth Charity under Queen Victoria. Section ii. (1844— 5U). 
The Rev. J. D. Watherston, Headmaster— The School flourishes— Death 
of the Lecturer (Rev. J. ('rowther) and election of the Rev. C. A. Halson — 
Appointment of a paid examiner— The revised Statutes a failure— The Ex- 
aminer's report on the School— Causes of failure and reports thereon — The 
Rev. C. J. Homfray, Examiner — A new Scheme (1854) -Appointment of a 
third master— The Charity freed from the control of the Court of Chancery — 
Death of an old "Visitor"— Changes in the Masters of the School—Resigna- 
tion of the Lecturer— List of Visitors — Admissions to the School— The 
Medical Officers and Nurses.— Page 220. 

Lecturers. Headmaster. 

James Crowther, M.A. John Dundas Watherston, M.A. 

Charles Augustus Halson, M.A. 



X, CaatenU, 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Tmk MoiiKUN Hi>iTo«v OF THE MoNMouTH CHARiTi'. Section i. (1859—68). 
A new Lecturer and J{eadnut£ter (1859) -Steady progress of the School 
and commendation of tlie Masters— The new baildings — The ceremonies at 
the Uying of the foundation stone — Tlie address read by the Clerk to the 
Haberdashers' Company— Tlie consecration of the Chapel and opening of the 
new Sciiool and Classrooms- The Founder's portrait.— Page 234. 

I>5Cturer. Headmaster. 

John Dumlas Watherston, M.A. Charles Manley Roberts, B.A. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Thk Modkhs Hiwtouy of thk Monmouth Charity. Section ii. (1868-91). 
The New Scheme (1868) — Additional Masters— Great increase in the 
number of Scholars — Boarders — More Classrooms— Brilliant successes at the 
Universities- Purchase of the Wye side property— Most satisfactory report of 
an Examiner— Enlargement of the Chapel and additional Classrooms- More 
accommodation provided in the Head and Lower Masters' houses— Death of 
the ijecturer(Rev. J. D. Watherston) and appointment of a successor (Rev. 
W. M. Warlow)— The School magazine ("The Monmothian")— Henry Price 
— The new organ in the Chapel— Decline in the number of Scholars — The 
Charity Commissioners— Preferment of the Headmaster and his retirement 
from the Scliool— A new scheme and governing body — Election of a Head- 
muster — Concluding remarks— List of Visitors —Number of Scholars admitted. 
—Assistant Masters.-— Page 247. 

ijtjcturers. Headmasters. 

Jolm Dundas Watlierston, M.A. Charles Manley Roberts, B.D. 

William Meyler Warlow, M.A. Edward Hugh Culley, M.A. 

For dates of apijointment of Lecturers and Headmasters 
see Appendices 111. and IV. 



CHAITER XVII. 

Thr Nr wland Charity. 

Section i. From the foundation of the Cliarity to the time of the Civil 
War, 1615-52. Monmouth and Nowland— Appointment of the First Lecturer 



Contents. xi. 



—Purchase of land and completion of the building — The visit of the Govern- 
ors—Dissatisfaction of the Newland people— The letters patent— The second 
Lecturer— The Civil War — Proloi ged absence of the Lecturer and his treat- 
ment of the Vicar— Cromwell and the Haberdashers' Company— The third 
Lecturer. — Page 264. 

Lecturers. 
Lawrence Potts, M.A. 
Peter Symonds, M.A. 
Samuel Fawcett, M.A. (See Appendix VI.). 



CHAPTER XVIL 

The Newland Charity. 

Section ii. From the Civil War to the present time, 1652 - 1898. Samuel 
Fawcett — The Newland and Monmouth Lectureships — The Restoration of the 
Stuart Dynasty — Thomas Pollington, Lecturer — The preaching competition — 
The Founder's Nephew and the Lectureship — Another preaching competi- 
tion—The pecuniary troubles (1697— 1714)— Bad times— The Birt family- 
The Rev. George Ridout (1813)— The agitation to increase the pay of the 
Almspeople — The last appointment to the Lectureship and the new Scheme 
(1893). — Vavasor Powell and the "Act for the Propagation of the Gospel 
in Wales."— Remarks on the Scheme of 1893 — Notice of the Charity in 
Newland Church. — Page 275. 

Lecturers. 

Samuel Fawcett, M.A. Thomas Lane, M.A. 

Thomas Pollington, M.A. James Birt, M.A. 

Kidley, M.A. Thomas Birt, M.A. 

Thomas Jekyll, M.A. George Ridout, B.C.L. 

Humfrey Jordan, M.A. William Bagnall-Oakeley, M.A. 

(See Appendix VI.) 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Conclusion. 

The Schemes of 1891 and 1893— The non-educational endowment— The 
new Governors of the Boys' School — The scholarships and exhibitions — The 
religious teaching— The Girls' High School — The West Monmouth School — 
The Abergavenny School — Additions to the buildings of the Boys' Monmouth 
School — Conclusion. Lists of the Governors of the Schools and the Assistant 
Masters.— Page 295. 



xii. Cov tents. 



APPENDICES. » 

Paqk 

List of Examiners of the Moiimoutl) School ... 308 

„ (iraduates of Oxford and Camhridge educated 

at Monmouth School ... ... 305) 

„ the Lecturers at Monmouth ... ... 312 

„ tlie Headmasters „ ... ... 313 

„ the LTshers „ ... ... 314 

„ the Lecturers at Xewland ... ... 315 

„ the Vicars of Monmouth ... ... 316 

Note and list of Lecturers in London ... ... 319 

List of the Masters of the Haberdashers' Company 

and the Clerks .. ... ... 323 

List of the Mayors of Monmouth ... ... 329 

The Will of the Founder of the Charity ... 338 

The letters patent (in 2 parts) ... ... 345 Jt 352 

The ancient Statutes of the Monmouth Charity 

(in 2 parts) ... ... ... 357 i^' 360 

The ancient Statutes of the Newlaud Charity ... 364 

The Scheme for the government of the Monmouth 

Charity... 



No. 


I. 


»♦ 


II. 


•» 


in. 


«» 


IV. 


»• 


V. 


»» 


VL 


1) 


vn. 


»» 


VIII. 


n 


IX. 


t» 


X. 


•» 


XI. 


M 


XH. 


H 


XIII. 


11 


XIV. 


11 


XV. 


11 


XVI. 


11 


XVII. 


•» 


XVIII 



XIX. 



11 11 



1847 


367 


1854 


377 


1868 


386 


1891 




(Schools) 


400 


1893 




(Almshouses) 


434 




LIST OF ILLUSTEATIONS. 



1. Portrait of William Jones from the painting in Haberdashers' Hall. 

2. Speed's Map of Monmouth (1610). 

3. The Ancient Schoolroom (1615). 

4. The Monmouth Almshouses (1842). 

5. The School Buildings (1865). 

6. Interior of the Monmouth School Chapel. 

7. The Xewland Almshouses. 

8. The Modern School Buildings (1895). 

9. The High School for Girls. 
10. The West Monmouth School. 



CHAPTER I. 




Concerning the " Ltvbry " Companies of the City of London 

in general. 

MONG those ancient Institutions of our country, which have 
played a worthy and important part in the past as well as in 
the present day, are the great Livery Companies of the City of London. 
In the middle ages and down to comparatively recent times the 
development and extension of our trade and commerce was largely due 
to their energy and enterprise. In ancient times too they were, 
and still are, the centres of works of charity, giving aid to the infirm 
and needy, founding schools, hospitals, almshouses, and in many other 
ways promoting the social well-being of the community at large. All 
the important offices of the Metropolis from that of Lord Mayor down 
have been exclusively and, almost without exception, worthily fiUed by 
members of these City Companies. 

A brief sketch of their past history is the subject of this 
introductory Chapter. 

In ancient times associations in towns, where payment was made 
for mutual support and protection, were called " guilds " from the old 
Saxon " gild," money, which is the same word as " gold." It is still 
retained in the term "Guildhall," the place of meeting of a corporation. 
There were two kinds of "guilds,'* ecclesiastical and secular, the 
former were exclusively for almsdeed and devotion, the latter, though 
largely religious till the time of the "Reformation, added that of the 
X)rotection and regulation of trades and other secular purposes. A 
"guild" then was an associated body or brotherhood, whether a town 
or a minor incorporation, and was so called because every member was 
required "gildan," that is "to pay," something towards the charge 
and support of such a body. (^) 

(1.) For full information on this subject the reader is referred to *' Herbert's History of the 
Great Livery Companies of the City of London," to which the writer of this and the 
succeeding chapter is indebted for the greater part of tlieir contents. The •* Directory of 
the City of London " has also been usefiil. 
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A traveller in going through an eastern town of the present day 
will find that each trade has its particular locality to which it gives 
its name. This was once the case even in the smaller towns of this 
country. A few centuries ago Church Street in Monmouth bore 
testimony to this fact, for it was known by the far from pleasant- 
sounding name of "Butchers' How." O It was so in Classic Home, 
and in London it was the universal custom down to the reign of 
Richard II. In spite of the old proverb which asserts the impossibility 
of getting two of a trade to agree together, still in very early times 
associations for mutual protection and advantage were formed by 
those who were of the same calling and therefore lived in the same 
street. This is the origin of the great "Livery Companies" of the 
City of London. 

These Associations received charters from the various sovereigns 
securing to them protection with certain rights and privileges. The 
earliest written charter in England was granted to the Cnighten 
Guild, which consisted of thirteen Knights. Apparently the modern 
objection to this particular number was not in force at that time 
or perhaps it was a forerunner of the " Thirteen Club " of the present 
day. The word " cniht " in Anglo-Saxon meant a " young man," and 
this guild probably consisted of a body of young men well practised in 
military exercises, as was usual in those days, who were also burgesses 
or traders. Many men of good family were then engaged in com- 
mercial pursuits. It is one proof of the practical good sense of the latter 
part of this nineteenth century that the same remark is still, to 
a certain extent, true. 

At the close of the twelftli century guilds are spoken of as common 
institutions, and in the beginning of the following century they 
had become powerful, but up to this time they had acquired 
no share in the government of the City. It was not till 
the reign of Edward III. (1327-77) that these trading guilds were 
reconstituted in the form in which thev have ever since continued. 

ft- 

Although it was a warlike reign the fine arts and commerce made a 
great advance. Charters were granted to these trading associations, 

(2.) "Butchers' Row" was named "Stepney Street" afterwards in compliment to Sir John 
Stepney, Bart., M.P. for the Borough, at whose expense it was altered and improved, but 
the name of " Church Street" was adopted at the end of the Eighteenth Century. 
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which at this time assumed each a distinctive dress or livery and hence 
came to be called "Livery Companies." The term "guild" was changed 
to that of " craft " or " mystery," and the terms " master " and 
" wardens " were substituted for that of " aldermen." Up to this 
time they had exercised their privileges on sufferance, now these 
privileges received a legal sanction by means of letters patent. 
Edward III. conferred on them many favours, for the astute sovereign 
was not insensible to their value to himself in carrying out his warlike 
projects. He was enrolled as a brother of the Linen Armourers, now 
Merchant Tailors, who were thus the first to boast of being able 
to number a royal personage among their members. In the last year 
of this King's long reign an enactment passed the whole assembled 
commonalty of the City by which the right of election to all 
dignitanes and of officers, including the members of Parliament, 
was transferred from the ward representatives to the trading Com- 
panies. These privileges they still, to a large extent, retain. All the 
Liverymen residing within twenty-five miles of the City at the present 
time, in addition to the Katepayers, have a vote for the election of the 
City Members. They still appoint the Chamberlain or Treasurer of the 
City, the Bridge Masters, and other officers. They also elect the 
Sheriffs, and return two of the Aldermen to the Court of Aldermen, 
who select [one of these two to be the Lord Mavor, and he has in 
consequence hitherto always been a Liveryman of one of these 
Companies and necessarily a citizen of London. 

In the reign of Edward III. and that of his unfortunate grandson 
liichard 11. (1877-99) who succeeded him and who also became a 
brother, the Livery Companies reached their highest point of splendour 
and power. They became the fashion. The nobility, the higher 
clergy as well as the principal citizens, dazzled with the glory 
attached to such associations, were eager, in both these reigns, to be 
enrolled as tradesmen in one or other of these fraternities. 

For all this the Companies had to pay, and owing to the great 
increase in trade, they were well able to do so, for we find that thirty 
two City Companies made handsome gifts to the King (Edward III.) to 
enable him to carry on his wars with the French. 

From the charters, dating some of them from the first year of this 
reign (1327-8), it may be gathered that at first the whole of these 
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associations were entirely composed of men who actually, not nominally, 
followed the particular trade from which they took their denomination ; 
they not only possessed an equal share in all rights which they them- 
selves had not chosen to delegate, but that all of them, when full 
brothers, equally participated in whatever advantages accrued to such 
societies whether of property or privilege, for they existed on "a 
principle of general subscription. All members in need could claim to 
be relieved in proportion to the fraternity's funds ; and in cases of 
insolvency at death the funerals of poor men were, by their ordinances, 
equally respected with those of the rich. The elections of officers were 
by and from the assembled commonalty. 

The privileges conferred by these charters were of the nature of a 
monopoly. In the petition for these charters it is stated to be " for 
the greater good and profit of the people." They desire to be pro- 
tected from outside competition for they pray that strangers may 
be excluded on account of " their irregularities and defects," whatever 
that may mean, which are stated to be productive of great incon- 
venience, " and to the disgrace of the honest men of the said mj/steries.^^ 

The Societies chartered are mostly stated to be of great antiquity, 
or to have existed " from time whereof there [is no memory." They 
could choose their officers, acquire property for the purpose of relieving 
their poor and infirm members, and for maintaining a chantry. The 
charters also confirm the ancient right of search through their respec- 
tive trades in order that each of them may detect dishonest practices 
in its own craft and punish offenders, subject to the cognizance, or as 
it is termed, the view of the Lord Mayor. 

The first proceedings adopted in founding one of these Societies are 
exemplified in the case of the Grocers of which a record is still 
preserved. 

We are told that twenty-two persons carrying on the business of 
Repperers, in Sopers Lane, Cheapside, agreed to meet together to 
a dinner at the Abbot of Bury's, S. Mary Axe, and commit the 
particulars of their formation into a trading society to writing. They 
elected after dinner two persons of the company so assembled, Roger 
08ek}Ti, and Lawrence de Haliwell, as their first governors or wardens, 
appointing at the same time, in conformity with the pious custom of 
the age, a chaplain to celebrate divine offices for their souls' welfare. 
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The detaik of this meeting and the ordinances which emanated 
from it, are set forth partly in Norman French and partly in Old 
English and were drawn up early in the reign of Edward III. 

Towards this dinner everyone paid twelve pence and twenty-three 
pence more was to be disbursed by the wardens. It was agreed that 
this should be called their "First Assembly" and that the whole 
brotherhood should adopt a livery, for which every one was to pay his 
share, " even on the day of the feast." 

By common consent, it was further ordained, that the priest should 
begin his duty by singing and praying on the festival of S. John 
or Midsummer then next ensuing, for the same brotherhood, and for all 
Christian people, and for such priest's maintenance every one was 
to pay at the rate of one penny a week, his wages in advance for 
the ensuing year ; amounting to four shillings and four pence each 
member's share ; which was done and the receipt thereof acknowledged 
by the wardens. Then follow the names of eighteen persons of the 
Company who are credited among the entries for four shillings and 
four pence each, making .£3 18s. towards the sum of £4 15s. 4d., "the 
priest's yearly wages, as aforesaid at the rate of one penny a week each 
from the twenty-two members." In estimating the value of these 
payments it must be borne in mind that the value of money was ver}- 
different then to what it is now, and the same priest would be able to 
hold other preferments. 

The Grocers' first ordinance in 1346 required that each new member 
" should be of good condition and of the craft, and that he should pa}- 
13s. 4d. entrance, or the value thereof." 

The preservation of their trade secrets was of the first importance 
and was their leading law as long as they remained actual " working 
companies." The names of " mysteries " and " crafts " arose from this 
circumstance. 

Henry TV. (1399-1413) was a great patron of the City Companies. 

In his reign the privileges granted by previous Kings were 
confirmed and extended. Letters patent were granted under a certain 
definite style and form with perpetual succession and a common seal ; 
the power of being able in law to purchase and take lands in fee 
simple, given, devised or bequeathed, the capability under the 
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usual designation, to plead and be impleaded ; to make good and 
reasonable bye-laws and ordinances ; together with the right of search 
through their several trades, punishment of offenders in them, and 
various other privileges. At this time a splendid hospitality was shown, 
luxurious dinners were in fashion, and the first nobility and even 
princes were among the guests. Wo hear of the " loving cup," (') 
and minstrels and singers were employed to add to the pleasure of the 
entertainments. 

A story is told of the treatment of one Simon Potkin of the Key at 
Aldgate, which illustrates the customs of the age, about the year 1430, 
when the famous Sir llichard Whittington was Lord Mayor of London, 
and appears to have been particularly severe on the retailers of 
ale. This Potkin, on being fined by the Chamberlain for bad measure, 
excused himself by saying that he had given meney to the Masters (of 
the Brewers) that he miglit " sell at his own will." Por tliis slander 
lie is said to have got into great trouble with liis Company and to have 
been onl}' finally pardoned on paying 3s. 4d. for a swan, equal to about 
thirty shillings of our present currency. This certainly appears a very 
lenient punishment for so serious a lil)el. The swan was to provide a 
feast for the Masters he had maligned. It is to be hoped that Potkin 
also tendered a huml)lo apolog}', if what he said was untrue. It 
is moreover added that out of this swan, which in those davs seems to 
have been considered a great delicacy, " he was allowed his own 
share," and so no doubt with a merry feast and mutual good wishes 
all were again at peace. 

From the time of Henry YIIT., about 1540, down to the great fire 
of London in the reign of Charles II. in 1666, the City Companies had 
a rough time of it. The appetite for spoil was sharpened by the 
pillage of the Church and the Monastic orders in the days of the 
former of the two above-named monarchs. The Companies were 
deprived of their chantries and consequently the religious element in 
their constitution was, to a great extent, effaced. Forced " loans " 
were exacted through every succeeding reign under all sorts of 
excuses, with a greediness and injustice that scarcely left these 
Societies time to breathe ; such as projects for discovering new 

(1.) See note at the end of the chapter. 
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countries, state lotteries, state pageants, corn, coal, &c., &c. These 
exactions reached their climax during an interval of twent3'-six 
years, commencing with the troubles of Charles I. in 1640, through the 
period of the Commonwealth till the great fire of 1666, which gave a 
finishing touch to their troubles. The history of these Societies is one 
of intolerable exaction, spoilation and calamity. It was useless 
to plead that they had no money to lend. It was suggested to them 
in almost affectionate terms that it was open to them to borrow — 
a suggestion which they dare not disregard. The Haberdashers in 
1673 had a claim against the government of .£50,000 money lent — 
equivalent to about a quarter of a million at the present time. It is 
needless to say that these loans were never repaid and in consequence 
of this there is little doubt that all these Societies were deeply in debt 
and quite insolvent at the close of the scventeeth century. It was 
only by dint of good management and economy, continued through the 
eighteenth century, that the City Companies recovered somewhat 
of their ancient prosperity and were able to carry out in an efficient 
manner the works of charity and usefulness which have ever been the 
leading objects of their care. 

Their buildings for charitable purposes liave been constructed on a 
noble scale. Their almshouses, though generally removed, so far 
as London is concerned, from their original positions, have been placed 
in other and more pleasant sites, in a superior style, and form some of 
the noblest and most gratifying charities around the great Metropolis. 

Altogether there are eighty-six Livery Companies of which the 
principal twelve are : — 1, Mercers ; 2, Grocers ; 3, Drapers ; 4, Fish- 
mongers ; 5, Goldsmiths ; 6, Skinners ; 7, Merchant Tailors ; 8, 
Haberdashers; 9, Salters ; 10, Ironmongers; 11, Vintners; 12, Cloth- 
workers. This order of precedence is observed on all public occasions, 
and was pretty well settled in the reign of Henry VIII. The only 
variation is found in a list in which the Haberdashers are placed ninth, 
the Ironmongers being eighth instead of tenth, as they now are. The 
Haberdashers, who are eighth in order, is the Company to which our 
attention will now be directed and this will be the subject of the next 
chapter. 
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NOTE. 

"The loving cup" is still passed round at the feasts of the City Companies 
and a very interesting old custom it is. 

The cup is of silver or silver-gilt, and is filled with spiced wine, im- 
memorially termed "sack." Immediately after the dinner the Master and 
Wardens drink to their visitors a hearty welcome and the cup is then passed 
round the table. The more formal practice may be thus fully described : — 

Pour guests A, B, C and D are sitting side by side. B standing, has 
received the cup, having a cover on it, from A ; he then turns towards C, who 
immediately rises and faces him ; C removes the cover with his right hand ; 
B bows to C, who returns the compliment ; he then raises the cup, drinks and 
wipes the rim with his serviette ; C holds the cover while B drinks ; a 
custom said to have originated in the precaution to keep the right or " dagger 
hand " employed, that the person who drinks may be assured of no treachery. 
For a similar reason A remains standing at B's back. It will be remembered 
that Elfrida caused the unsuspecting King Edward to be murdered at 
Corfe Csstle while drinking. C replaces the cover, receives the cup from B, 
then turns towards D and the same ceremony is repeated. 




CHAPTEE II. 

Concerning the Worshipful Company of Haberdashers in 

Particttlar. 




;EIIY little is kno^v^l of the early history of the Worshipful 
Company of Haberdashers, as the ancient records which would 
have thrown light upon the subject were probably destroyed in the 
great fire of London in 1666. In the thirteenth century or earlier a 
fraternity existed under the name of "Mercers," the parent of the 
present Company which is so called. It now stands first in rank of 
the twelve most important of these Societies. Its patron saint is the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. The word "mercer*' is from the Norman 
French, and means the same as " merchant.'' It was used to indicate, 
as the term implies, more than one kind of trade, but was applied 
more especially to persons who dealt in articles which in those days 
were of foreign manufacture. These consisted of silk, several kinds of 
cloth, laces, ribbons, &c. The hatters and feltmakers also seem to have 
been included under this designation. As time went on and commerce 
increased, the various trades gradually confined themselves to the sale 
of special articles, and those who dealt onl}- in ribbons, tape, needles, 
thread, &c., were called "haberdashers of small wares." It is very 
difiicult to say from what this word "haberdasher" is derived. It is 
most likely of German or Anglo-Saxon origin, and in this it differs from 
the word "mercer." There is an old English word "haberdash," mean- 
ing "ware," or "merchandise," said to be formed from the phrase used 
by the traders, " Habt ihr das ? " — " Have you that ? " when calling 
the attention of buyers to the different articles of sale. A " haber- 
dasher," then, means a " merchant," or " trader." Hatters were called 
" haberdashers of hats." In course of time the special interests of the 
several trades originally comprised under the general term of "mercer'^ 
probably led to the formation of separate fraternities for each. 
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Towards the end of the reign of Edward III., in 1372, we find the 
Haberdashers a distinct fraternity, for then their first set of ordinances 
was drawn, and so the birth of this great company may be dated from 
that year, or the latter part of the fourteenth century. In earlier times 
the " Hurrers,'* or " Hatters," formed a part of this company, but at 
that period they appear as distinct fraternities. The patron saint of the 
Haberdashers was and still is S. Catharine, Q) whilst the Hurrers, or 
Hatters, placed themselves under the protection of S. Nicholas. 

From an ancient ballad by Lydgate (~) we gather that the stalls of 
the Mercers and Haberdashers were altogether in the "Mercery ''in 
the "Chepe,'*(^) and another writer (Stow) describes the gay appear- 
ance of the shops of these traders owing^to the brilliant colours of the 
foreign goods they exhibited in order to attract the attention of 
buyers. A large quantity of this merchandise was imported from 
Milan, and to this day the name of Lombard Street in London 
bears testimony to the large trading connection of this country, in 
times gone by, with the north of Italy. Hence tlie ]Ial)erdashers 
were also called "Millianers,'*' or "Milliners," to clothe the word in its 
modern dress. 

In the reign of lUchard 11. (1377-00) 4lie Haberdashers' Company 
is mentioned in the llegistry of the Bishop of London under the name 
of the "Fraternity of S. Catharine." 

It was not till 1448 that this Company received its Charter of 

Incorporation, which is dated 3rd of June, in the 26th year of 

Henry VI. Their full designation later on was " Fraternitas 8. 
Catharine Virginis de Haberdashers." 

Eighteen years later, in 1466, the Haberdashers sent twelve of 
their members to attend the coronation of Elizabeth Woodville, the 
beautiful and unfortunate Queen of Edward IV., when they were 
placed eighth in order of precedence. Although their order of prece- 
dence varied in after times, it eventually settled do^^^l to the one 
assigned them on this occasion, and so they rank eighth at the present 
day. 

(1). See note (1) at the end of the chapter. 

(*i). Lydjfate, the monk of Burj', in his curious poem called " London Lackjienny," describes 

the London shops as he saw them at the close of the 14th century. 
<3). " Chepe " is Anglo-Saxon for " market." 
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The next important event is their coming into possession of 
the site on which the present Hall is erected. This was in 1478. 
It was bequeathed to the company by William Bacon, citizen, a 
Haberdasher, together with several houses and premises attached, 
and covering half an acre of ground. 

Five years later, in 1483, (^) the Master of the Haberdashers' Com- 
pany is mentioned amongst those of other companies who attended the 
coronation of Richard III., one of the most infamous of the English 
kings, who brought such bitter sorrow to his brother's unhappy widow, 
Elizabeth Woodville. About this time the Hurrers, or Hatters, which 
had been a distinct company since the fourteenth century, under the 
patronage of S. Nicholas, were re-united to the Haberdashers, for these 
two fraternities were re-incorporated b}^ two charters in the sixteenth 
and seventeenth years respectively of the reign of Henry YII. (7th 
April, 1501 and 6th July, 1502) under the general title of "The 
Master and four Wardens of the Eraternity of the Art or Mystery of 
Haberdashers," or "Merchant Adventurers." These charters were con- 
firmed by Henry VIIT,, and we find under date 1st April, 1511, that 
the Court of Aldermen ordered the Chamberlain " to delyv'r and pay 
unto the wardcyns of the Haberdashers xl marcs st'rling towards their 
costs and charg's susteyned and made to the king's grace and his 
counsell for their newe corporacon, by whiche corporacon their name 
ys changed from the name of M'chaunt Haberdashers unto the name of 
Haberdashers." The amount of forty marks would be £26 13s. 4d., 
equivalent to £150 at least of present money. This, too, does not 
seem to have been the whole expense, but only a contribution towards 
it — rather an expensive process in order to get a change of name, if 
that was all. We are not told in what proportion the king 
and the law3^ers shared the proceeds. Xo wonder the sovereigns 
delighted in these charters, and so we have something more in the 
reign of Philip and Mary, dated 18th June, 1558. Then comes 
Elizabeth with another charter re-incorporating them (9th June, 
1578). No doubt the company was heartily sick of it all, but the 
only safe course was to submit and say nothing. The charter of Queen 
Elizabeth recites and ratifies the previous letters patent of Henry VI., 
Henry VII., and Henry VIII. — Oh ! those Henries ! — then of Philip 

(1). See appendix IX. 
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and Mary, and invests the company with the usual and necessary 
powers and privileges, all of which had been granted them several 
times before. 

From the reign of Elizabeth the whole history of the company is 
preserved in the books containing the minutes of the meetings of the 
■Court of Assistants. The writing is very good, the books are in 
excellent preservation, and the ink in the first volume is as black as if 
it were only a few months old. 

It is interesting to notice especially the first entry, for it gives a 
very fair specimen of some of the work this fraternity undertook. The 
date is 20th March, 1583, and in that year the Right Hon. Sir Thomas 
Blanck, Lord Mayor of the City of London, was Master. Here it is 
verbatim and literatim : — 

"At a courte of Assistaunts holden the xxth of Marche, 1582,(1) before the 
right worsliipfull Mr. Alderman Bonde, Mr. Kelke, Mr. ffrancis Dod, Mr. 
Brabourne, & Mr. Crymes, Wardens, Mr. Offley, Mr. Aldersey, Mr. Bressie, Mr. 
Sares, Mr. Chaloner, Mr. Dale, Mr. Powell, Mr. Berkett, Mr. Alsoppe, Mr. Isbord, 
Mr. Allyn, and Mr. Garrard, Assistauntes. 

At this Courte came certeyne ffeltmakers and made peticon to have the 
Companies ffurtherance to a sute by them entended to be pr'ferred to the 
•Queen's Ma*tie for the obteyning of the penaltie of the Statute made in the 
-eight year of her heghnes reigne touchinge Hattmakers. Whereupon it was 
thought good that a Ire should be dyrected to Mr. Sackford who is to deal in 
his behaulf for the said Hattmakers, and to signifie unto him that the Com- 
pany do very well like of the sute as touchinge all those that dwell abroade 
in the countries. And further to request him that, when the book is drawn 
out in such forme as the same ffeltmakers require to have it, that it would 
pleese him to sende the same to the company to be p'rused before it do 
passe." 

The second minute under this date refers to the acceptance of 
£200, equivalent to not less than .£1,000 now, presented by a lady 
whose name is not given, " for certejTie good uses." 

The third minute informs us that 20s. was ordered to be given to 
Dalton, " a poore man of this Company," out of a legacy bequeathed 
bv Mr. Bucklande. 



(1). This would be 1583, according to our present reckoning. Until 1752 the vear, in England 
began on 25th March. See appendix IX. 
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From these minutes it appears that the Fraternity of Haberdashers 
protected the trade, especially from foreign competition, took charge 
of charitable gifts, and disbursed them to the poor and unfortunate 
members of the company. 

In 1571 a grant of Armorial Bearings (^) was made, which was 
afterwards confirmed in the reign of Charles I. (1634). 

During the civil war the Haberdashers suffered terribly, in conjunc- 
tion with other city companies, from forced loans and other exactions, 
by both parties to the strife. It was indeed a rough time for all sorts 
and conditions of men. These troubles culminated a few years after 
the restoration of the Stuart dynasty, when the great fire destroyed a 
large quantity of their property in 1666. The Haberdashers suffered 
as much as, if not more than, any others. Their Hall was burned 
down (*) and, what was still worse, many of their old records perished 
in the general ruin. 

It is easy to understand their plight after so great a calamity. As 
stated in the last chapter, the Government owed them .£50,000 — a 
very large sum in those days. There is not the slightest hint that 
either interest or principal was ever repaid, and there were no means of 
enforcing the claim ; while on the other hand creditors could compel 
the company to satisfy their demands in the courts of law. It was a 
curious state of things : the judges, in the name of the Sovereign, as 
the dispenser of justice, compelling the payment of debts, if appealed 
to, on the one hand, and the Sovereign, as representing the Govern- 
ment, unable to meet the obligations due to the unfortunate company 
on the other. The result was that this, as well as other city com- 
panies, were for many years in a state of insolvency. The notices in 
the court minute books of the debts of the company occur at the latter 
end of the seventeenth century with a wearisome monotony. They 
were driven to the sale of all available property, and to all sorts of de- 
vices, to meet their difficulties. The only return they got was another 
Charter from James II (18th Feb., 1685), for which doubtless they had 
to pay. The bye-laws for the good management of the Company were 
approved and ratified by the lit. Hon. Heneage Lord Finch, Lord 

(1). See note (2) at the end of the chapter. 

(2). Some portion of the walls remained, and the cellars escaped. 
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Chancellor, Sir Matthew Hale, Knt., and Sir Francis Xorth, Knt., 
Lord Chief Justices, 20th Dec, 1695 ; and under these laws the 
affairs of the company are still regulated. 

The whole of the eighteenth century was one of great poverty, but 
still by dint of careful management things gradually improved. Every 
available means was utilised for adding to their income. The Hall, 
which had been rebuilt (^) by Sir Christopher Wren in 1667, was let 
out for concerts and other public purposes. At length the usual reward 
of careful management came, and at the end of that century (1790) 
the Company could boast of a modest private income of <£1,»348 from 
funds and estates. 

The same wise course has been pursued to the present time and 
now (1898) the income is rather more than <£8,000 a year (^) from all 
sources, which would be thouglit l)ut a very moderate return by many 
a City Merchant. 

In 1880 Parliament appointed a Commission to enquire into the 
affairs of the City Companies. Tlie evidence produced was so satis- 
factory that they have l)ecn ever since let alone to jmrsue the 
benevolent and other objects for which they exist. The llei)ort of the 
Commission was pu])lished in May, 1884. 

The privileges of each member of the Company descend to liis sons 
who were born subse(iuently to the date of the father's freedom. The 
effect of this, in the course of time, has been to reduce the number of 
actual traders now on the liver} of this Company to very few. This, 
together with the fact that haberdashery is now mixed up witli 
drapery, millinery, hosiery, &c., has led to the cessation of any control 
being exercised by this Company over the trade from which their name 
is derived. Their influence is purely beneficial. 

Haberdashers' Hall is in Gresham Street. It is a very handsome 
building and has weathered tlie storms and dangers of more than two 
hundred years. It was seriously injured by fire on 19th September, 
1864, but it lias been restored and much improved and beautified during 

(1). The sum of £2,121 lis. was voluntary contributed for the purpose by the members of the 

Company. The largest single contribution was £125, but there were many of small amount. 

It nmst oe borne in mind that this would rei)re8ent a much greater sum at the present day. 

A tablet recording the names of the donors is fixed up in an ante-room of the Hall. There 

were also presents of i>late. 
(2). This is of course the income ajmrt from the many charities whose funds the Company 

administers. 
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the last 30 years. Q) Of the ancient hall which stood on the same 
site and was almost entirely destroyed, except the cellars, in the great 
lire of 1666, with the Company's records and property of considerable 
value and importance, nothing is known. It may be inferred that it 
was a commodious building from the fact that the Parliment Com- 
missioners used it for their meetings. 

There are three ways by which membership of the Company ma}' be 
obtained : — 

(1.) The sons of members born after their fathers have become 
free are entitled to the privilege. It can also be obtained (2) by 
serving an apprenticeship to a member. In these two cases the fee 
payable on taking up their freedom is five guineas. The only other 
means is (3) by purchase. The fee in this case is one hundred guineas. 

The affairs of the Company are managed by a Master, four 
Wardens (two of whom are called senior and two junior), and a 
Court Q) of Assistants, the number of which varies, but is usually 
composed of about 36 members. The rest .of the Company consists of 
Liverymen, of whom there are about 400, (^) exclusive of those on the 
Court, and Freemen to the number of 250. 

On the nearest Saturday to S. Catharine's Day (2b Nov.), either 
before or after, all officers are elected, and the Haberdashers' year ends 
on the festival of their patron saint. The Master succeeds by seniority 
and must serve or pay a fine. The two junior Wardens are elected by 
baUot annually by the Court of Assistants from among the liverymen 
and pay a fine when admitted to office. Their year of office gives 
them an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the work of the 
many charities and also with the business details of the Company. 
They are then usually elected on the Court of Assistants and in 
due course, after several years, in order of seniority they become senior 
Wardens and then Masters. The Court of Assistants with the Master 
and four Wardens elect those who are to be taken into the livery from 
among the freemen, but any freeman can, with the sanction of 
the Master aud Wardens, take up his livery at any time. On this 

(1). Throuffh the exertions of the Beadle William Hooper, the much valued wood work b}' Gib< 
bona and the pictures were saved from the fire. See also note iii. at the end of the chapter. 
^2). This body is, in the subsequent chapters of this book, usually designated " the Court." 
(3). Ot these about 350 have votes as such for Members of Parliament. 
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occasion another fee or fine is paid by the freeman before he is 
admitted. All the ofiices are held for only one year as a matter 
of right, but all servants of the Company a re re-elected if they perform 
their duties in a satisfactory manner. 

Among the Masters (') of this Fraternity liave been many whose 
names are eminent in the world of commerce, and the City Companies 
give a noble training in the art of governing. The Haberdashers, in 
conjunction with the others, have in no small degree helped to make 
Britain one of the greatest ruling powers of the world. They give 
a generous hospitality to rich and poor. On the day after a big dinner 
many a poor home is cheered by having a share in the good things of 
this life. The charities entrusted to this Company are at this time 6*i 
in number, some of them of great importance. They have been 
carefully and conscientiously administered, as will be evidenced by 
the history of that of William Jones of which it may be said, 
" Omnes ex uuo disce." The record of one is the record of all. 
To how many thousands of unfortunate ones in the battle of life, 
to how many a poor desolate widow, to how many a needy youth, 
anxious to make his way in the world, has a helping hand been 
extended, will never be known on earth. The names are inscribed on 
the records of Heaven. There mav l)e faults in these as in all 
human institutions. Xothing here is perfect. But for kindly generous 
hearts, for law abiding citizens, time to Queen and Country, none can 
excel those whose motto is : 

"Serve and Obey.'' 



NOTK I. 
"Catharine, Virgin and Martyr. -It would be hard to find a saint 
more generally reverenced than S. Catharine, or one of whom so little is really 
known, not one single fact related about her being reasonably certain. She 
has usually been identified with the nameless lady of Alexandria, of whom 
Eusebius says that, when she resisted the unhallowed advances of the Emperor 
Maximiniiis, he punished her with banishment and deprivation of goods. 
With reference to the once popular legend of S. Catharine, Baronius himself 
says that silence is better than falsehood mixed with truth. In the Sarum 
and Roman Breviaries w(j are told that Catharine combined the studv 

• 

of the liberal arts with f-^rvent faith, and prevailed in argument over 



(1). See ai>i>cndix ix. 
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the most learned philosophers, kindling in them the love of Christ so 
that they were content to die for His sake. Then Maximin caused her to be 
scourged and bruised with leaded whips and kept in prison for eleven days 
without food. Next she was put on a wheel with sharp blades, but at 
her prayers the wheel was broken, and then she was beheaded on 25th 
November. Her body was marvellously borne by angels to Mount Sinai, in 
Arabia. The Sarum Breviary tells of a river of oil that was seen to flow from 
her tomb, &c. The angels are now explained by Allan Butler and other 
Roman Catholic writers to have been monks. Her extraordinary popularity 
in France and England dates from the bringing of alleged relics of her from 
Mount Sinai to Rouen by one Simeon, a monk, who died A.D. 1035. She is 
accounted the patron of secular, as S. Jerome is of theological learning. 
S. Catharine is commemorated on the 25th November in all calendars both of 
the Eastern and Western Churches. There are in Britain fifty-one churches 
dedicated to her. She is usually represented with a wheel or wheels often 
spiked, with a sword, a book, a lamb, or a palm ; carried by angels to Mount 
Sinai'" — Blunt's Annotated Book of Common Prayer. 

NOTE II. 

The arms of the Worshipful Company of Haberdashers are as follows : — 

Barry Nebulae of six, argent and azure on a bend gules, a lion passant 
gardant or. 

Crest: — On a wreath two arms embowed proper, issuing from clouds 
of the last, holding a chaplet of laurel vert. 

Supporters :— Two Indian goats argent, attired and unguled or. 

Motto: — Serve and obey. 

(Granted 8th November, 1571, confirmed 1634.) 

Patroness : — S. Catharine. 

NOTE III. 

Two large portraits of King George I. and Caroline the Consort of the 
Prince of Wales, afterwards George 11., which were presented to the Company 
by Sir Harcourt Masters in 1717 and which had been missing for many years, 
were discovered in a somewhat peculiar manner. Messrs. Chinnock, Gals- 
worthy and Co., were disposing by auction of a gentleman's estate in 
Devonshire, and amongsat his pictures were tliese portraits. Messrs. Chinnock 
and Co. sent a catalogue to the Clerk of the Company specially directing his 
attention to the two portraits. The attention of the fourth warden of 
the Company (Mr. Charles John Phillips) was called to the matter. He went 
down to Devonshire, attended the sale, bought the pictures and re-presented 
them to the Company in 1876. It was stated that these portraits had been in 
the Devonshire house for a hundred years. 

This note has been furnished by Mr. J. Hamilton Townend, the present 
Olerk to the Company. 
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William Jones. 

1 st October, 1 600. 

" Also it pleased this Court to add unto those that were appointed to be 
taken into the liverie of this Worshipfull Company at the last Courte, theis 
five persons, viz., Wiil'm Jones, Thomas I'aveley, Adrian More, Ilumfrey 
Slaney, and Peter Palmer.*' 

And again, under date the liOth of September, 1601, occurs the 

following : — 

" Whereas Mr. Wiil'm Jones, a brother of this Compony, was a year past 
chosen (amongst others) to be of the livery of this Company, and hath not 
given answere whether he will accept of the Companies courtesie therein. It 
is ordered that Lambert Osbaldston, Clerk of this Company, shall write a Ire 
in the behaulf of the Company unto the said Wiil'm Jones and signifie the 
Companies kindness meant unto him and require answere whether he will 
paie his fyne and accept of his place or no.'' 

Such is the earliest really authentic information we have of William 
Jones in the " Court " Minute Book of the Haberdashers' Company. 

As the name of Jones, though common in the West of England 
owing to its Welsh origin, is not often met with among the lists of 
those who belonged to the Haberdashers' Company, it is extremely un- 
likely that there would be two members at the same time with this 
identical Christian and surname. For at least thirty years from 1590 
to 1 620 only two others are mentioned in the Coui-t Minute Books of 
the Company of the name of Jones, and oddly enough one of them was 
elected on the livery in the same year (1600). This was " ffrancis " 
Jones, who became an Alderman, then Lord Mayor of London, and re- 
ceived the honour of Knighthood. William Jones had probably been a 
freeman of the company for some years, as was usually the case, before 
he was appointed to be on the livery. 

It may also bo remarked that " ffrancis " Jones was not long after 
placed on the Court of Assistants, and was Master of the Company in 
1610-n, 1613-14, 1616-17, and 1620-21, (') whereas WiUiam Jones, 



(1). See api>endix IX. 
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though a man of great wealth for those days, and evidently a man of 
high standing, never held any office in the fraternity. The reason 
most probably was that in consequence of his living a great part of his 
time in Hamburgh, (^) he would have been unable to attend the meet- 
ings or enter into the business matters required in such cases. It was 
most likely that William Jones would be recognised as an important 
member of the company, and so he was appointed to the livery, but it 
was very unlikely that he would be advanced to a higher position for 
the reason already suggested ; and this is what actually took place. 
Taking these points, then, into consideration, there can be no reason- 
able doubt that the William Jones admitted to the livery on 1st Oct., 
1600, was the founder of the Monmouth and Xewland Charities. 

When, however, we seek any information as to liis previous history, 
everything is most uncertain. The earliest notice of his life is found 
in Thomas Fuller's "Worthies of England," published in 1662, about 
fifty years after William Jones's death, and almost a century after he 
left Monmouth. This is the account given by Fuller : — 

" William Jones was a native of the town of Monmouth, a person whose 
estate was very considerable in some respects, viz. : In, first, his Emptiness, 
being forced out of Monmouth, for not being able to pay ten groats ; as 
the late Eecorder of that Corporation hath informed me. How had he been 
undone if he had not been undone ? 

Secondly, his Filling ; flying to London, he became first a porter, and 
then, (his brains being better than his back), a factor, and going over to 
Hamburgh, by his industry and ingenuity made such a vent for Welsh 
cottons, that what he found drugs at home, he left dainties beyond the sea. 

Thirdly, his Refundinc/ ; founding a fair School House in the place of his 
nativity, allowing Fifty Pounds yearly for the Master, Thirty for the Usher, 
with One Hundred Marks salary for a Lecturer. Besides a stately Almshouse 
for twenty poor folk, each of them having two rooms and a ijarden, with 
Half a Crown a week, besides other conveniences. 

All which his benefactions, and many more, he, by will, submitted to the 
oversight of the honourable Company of Haberdashers in London, who at 
this time right worthily discharge their trust herein. He died Anno 
Dom: 16— "(2) 



(1). This was most likely the reason that he allowefl a year to elapse before he took up his livery 

after his election. See also the note at the end of appendix XI. 
(2). See Heath's History of Monmouth. 
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_^^^^^_ . — ■ -^ ■■ — . — _ — -* 

The Recorder of Monmouth referred to was probably Mr. John 
Milbome, of Wonastow, who held that office during the civil war. 
Heath appears to think there is some degree of malignity in this brief 
notice of William Jones. Why this should be the case it is difficult to 
imagine. The style and language is " quaint," and characteristic of 
the period when it was written, and Fuller seems to have made 
enquiries on the spot, and he no doubt gives correctly the tradition 
then prevalent. At the same time, it is well to bear in mind that but 
little reliance can be placed on the minute particulars of a story 
relating to circumstances that happened eighty or ninety years before. 
There can be no doubt that William Jones went to London when 
a young man, probably about 1565-70, to push his fortune, that 
he began in a humble position and gradually worked his way up to 
fame and fortune. It was the course of many a young man before, 
and has been since. 

Another story varies in some few particulars. According to this 
account he was born in the parish of Newland, Gloucestershire, about 
1545-50, and in early life he came to Monmouth and occupied a 
menial position in an Inn. Prom this situation he went to London, 
and entered the service of a Hamburgh merchant, with whom he was 
at first employed in a humble position ; he was then advanced to the 
counting house, where he performed his duties with such ability, 
fidelity, and perseverence that he was employed as a factor abroad and 
ultimately taken into partnership, and on the retirement or death of 
his partner, under whom he had worked when he first came to London, 
the whole business fell into his hands. 

Other accounts say that, on the death of Jiis master, William Jones 
married his widow, and by that means came into possession of the 
business ; but there is no evidence that he was ever married, nor does 
his "will" bear out any other supposition than that he lived and died 
a bachelor. 

The story then goes on to say that after he had acquired a large 
fortune he retired to Newland under the appearance of a man of great 
poverty, and made an application for relief from the parish. Heath 
says that the overseers of the poor took the case before Mr.Wyndham(^) 



(1). The Wyndham family did not settle in the neighbourhood till many years after the time of 
William Jones. 
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one of the magistrates for Gloucestershire, who made out an order for 
his removal to Monmouth as his proper settlement. The justices 
of Monmouth acquiesced in Mr. Wyndham's determination, and 
ordered what parochial assistance they judged necessary for his 
support. It may be remarked on this that the authorities at Mon- 
mouth had no choice in the matter. The law would compel them to 
do what they are said to have done. This story is somewhat varied, 
and the magistrates are left out altogether. We are told that at New- 
land he was tauntingly advised to seek relief at Monmouth, where he 
had lived at service and would find persons disposed to assist him, had 
he conducted himself with propriety. He repaired thither, and ex- 
perienced the charity of several inhabitants. 

To return to Heath's version of the story, he goes on to say that 
" certain it is that the conduct of the magistrates of Monmouth 
arrested a high share of Mr. Jones's future regard by the promptitude 
with which they granted his application for relief ; for the writer has 
heard it told by gentlemen of credit, as the declaration of Mr. Jones, 
transmitted by tradition, 'that his splendid benefaction to this town 
had never been bestowed on it if the parish officers of Newland had 
adopted the benevolence which was dispensed to him at Monmouth." 

Heath lived at the end of the last and the beginning of this 
present century, nearly two hundred years after the foundation of the 
charity ; and very little reliance can be placed on a tradition alleged 
to go back to so great a distance of time. It is not a pleasant task 
to upset a pretty little legend, but, tnith to tell, William Jones is not 
the only man of whom a similar story is told. Euller appears to have 
made enquiries of the then Recorder of Monmouth about the time of 
the Commonwealth, and he does not mention it. If he had heard it, 
the story was too good to be passed over in silence. We can form a 
fairly correct idea of the character of WiUiam Jones from the contents 
of his "will," and he seems to have been not only a generous, but also 
a religious and just man, attached to his relations and friends. In his 
"will," which is a long one, and very carefully drawn, there are about 
eighty different bequests. None of his relatives appear to have been 
overlooked, and many of them had received pecuniary advances during 
his lifetime ; and he seems to have that intimate knowledge of them 
all which can only exist when an unbroken communication and inter- 
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course have been kept up. (^) The inference is that by letters and 
personal visits he never ceased to maintain friendly and indeed affec- 
tionate relations Avith them. It is also a reflection on his sense 
of justice to suppose that he would punish the Xewland people because 
those in authority did what it was their plain duty to do. Probably 
the story arose early in the eighteenth century to account for the far 
better way in which Monmouth appeared to have been treated Avhen 
compared with Xewland. This was not really William Jones's 
intention. He gave <£5,000 to Ncwland to found a lectureship, and 
to the poor there, and left it in the care of the Company of Haher- 
dashers to be bv them bestowed " as it should seem best in their 
reasons and discretions, alwaycs for the poore and a Preacher." To 
Monmouth he gave only £1,000 more than this for a similar purpose, 
although its population at that time was no doubt much gi-eater. The 
<£3,000 in addition was to found the School and pay the Headmaster 
and Usher, in a place where it would be of much more service than it 
would be in a scattered parish like Xewland. The bequest to the 
former (Xewland) was unfortunately, that to the latter (Monmouth) 
was fortunatelv, invested. The differen(;e became verv marked in the 
beginning of the eighteenth century, as will be seen in a future 
chapter. On these considerations the story of tliis visit in the guise 
of a poor man may be dismissed as a fiction. 

Heath misrepresents the force of Fuller's remark about William 
Jones having to leave Monmouth because he was unable to pay a small 
debt of ten groats, or three and fourpeiice, which may be equivalent to 
about a sovereign at the present day, when he suggests that the man 
of " quaint " memory meant to picture him as a somewhat vicious 
character on this account. Heath is not verv consistent, for he tells 
another story a little further on, with no mark of disapproval. He 
says that "there was living at the time William Jones first came 
to Monmouth after he had acjcjuired his large fortune, a man whom the 
town familiarly called John King, who kept a shoemaker's shop next 
door to the King's Head Inn, of whom Mr. Jones had obtained a pair 
of shoes, when a boy there, and, in imitation of his letters^ went away 
without paying for them." At this visit he called u])on King and 



(1). It is j)r(>ba>)le that William Jones had a residence at Stroud, in (Houcestershire, for twenty 
years. See a))i)endix XI. 
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asked him " If he knew a lad of the name of Will Jones ? " King re- 
plied in the affiroiative, and observed that he owed him for a pair of 
shoes ; but he believed the lad was of an honest disposition and would 
have paid him if it had been in his power. This character of himself 
Mr. Jones heard ''with great composure*' (which is very likely), "and 
the good opinion of King, though for the present overlooked, did not 
go ultimately unrewarded." 

It is ver}' difficult to see any greater moral turpitude in his leaving 
a debt behind him of ten groats than in walking off in a i)air of shoes 
he had omitted to pay for. Heath liimself readily eiiough gives 
currency to this story. It is in the highest degree improbalde that a 
man of AVilliam Jones's character and wealth would allow so manv 
years to go by without repaying a small debt of ten groats as well as 
giviug the poor shoemaker the money due to him. 

We are told, however, that very ample recompense Avas made to 
King for the long credit that he gave, and for his high oijinion of 
AVilliam Jones. Heath goes on to say that " at a second visit to 
Monmouth he renounced all ideas of concealment, and appeared in the 
count rv in a manner suitable to his extensive fortune. On his arrival 
he made known his intentions to the Corporation, who received him in 
their formalities with the greatest respect ; and it is said that during 
Mr. Jones's lifetime the spot of ground was marked out on which the 
buildings were to be erected." 

*' Among others who now shared bis notice was John King, hefore- 
mentioned, to whom Mr. Jones behaved with great liberality; for on an 
interview at his Inn, to wliich King was desireil to repair, Mr. Jones after 
having mentioned himself, not only thanked King for the good opinion he 
entertained of him in his former circumstances, but, what was far more con- 
soling, settled ten i)ounds per annum upon him during his life." 

It is not at all unlikely that a man of tlie name of King may have 
received a pension from William Jones for services rendered to him in 
early life, but ten pounds a year, equal to not less than fifty now, 
would be rather a liberal reward for giving him credit for a pair 
of shoes, even if it were for thirtv vears. There is no mention of such 
a bequest in his "will," and in this, at any rate, reliable information 
mav be found. 
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From this document it may be gathered that William Jones's 
father was twice married, and that by the first wife there were 
one son named "Huntley," and two daughters, Joan and Elizabeth, 
who grew up and married, the former (Joan) a man of the name 
of GrifFyn, by whom she had three sons and three daughters ; the 
latter (Elizabeth) a man of the name of Lewis, by whom she had two 
sons, John and Thomas. Huntley, the son by this first marriage 
of William Jones's father, had a daughter who married one Roger 
Sadler. By the second \viie there were two sons, William, the subject 
of this sketch, and his brother Charles. It may also be inferred from 
the " will " that a family of the name of Huntley was related, or in 
some way connected with the Joneses, probably the mother of the half 
sisters and brother, before her marriage, bore this as her maiden 
patronymic. C) 

It does not appear where these children were born but, as Xewland 
and Monmouth were both the recipients of large bequests, AVilliam 
Jones must have been born in the one and lived some time in the 
other. (*) It is much more probable that he would have gone to 
Monmouth from Newland in order to get into some way of livelihood 
than vice ver^d, and this consideration, coupled Avith the tradition,, 
leads to the conclusion that he was born at Xewland. 

Again, in the " will " there is the following clause : '' I give to my 
buriaU att the discretion of my executors, Two hundred pounds 
currant money in England, to be in what manner they shall see 
comely, and not prodigall, as we were borne of high parentage, without 
pried as near as can be and fouro or six morneing cloaks." 

The meaning of this is that he was of gentle, but not of noble, 
descent, the son of a country gentleman, and this view is confirmed by 
the fact that his half-sister's son was '' the parson of Caerwent." The 
armorial bearings of the family are the same as those of Morgan 
ap Meredith, a Monmouthshire chieftain, and are on the painting 
of William Jones in the Schoolroom at Monmouth. It Avould have been 
a serious matter in those days for anyone to assume armorial ])earings 
to which he had no right, and therefore we may conclude that 



(1). See note at the end of the chapter. 

(2). The notice of William Jones's Charity in the Vestry of S. Marj-'s Church speaks of him as 
a native of Monmouth. This is opposeri to the uniform tradition. 
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the Jones family claimed descent from this no doubt redoubtable 
warrior. (') It is then most unlikely that he would have been 
employed in a menial position at an inn, but it was very usual for the 
younger sons of county families of small estate and indeed of the eldest 
too, in cases of poverty, to be sent into the towns to learn a business. 
At that time there were no colonies, no standing army, practically no 
medical profession. In short, Holy Orders, the legal profession^ 
business or farming were the only choice. This custom of putting 
sons into business as retail traders was common with this class up to 
the end of the last century, and no trade was so commonly adopted as 
that of mercer or haberdasher. It Avas likely enough that a AVilliam 
Jones would, in this part of the country, be engaged in a menial 
position at an inn, for the name was as common then as it is now, but 
very unlikely that a man with the family connections of the subject of 
this sketch should have been the one so employed. It is also worthy 
of notice that Fuller does not say that he was in such a position, 
which he would undoubtedly have done had it been at that time 
so reported. 

Assuming then that he was born at Newland about 1545-50 and was 
placed in Monmouth to learn a trade when a lad, he would probably 
have left for London about 1565-70. Narrow circumstances may 
have urged him on, as it does enterprising and energetic young men, 
to try his fortune in a wider sphere, and an opening through a friend 
or a relative would be found in a merchant's establishment in London. 
Here he would begin at the bottom of the ladder according to the 
judicious and proper practice of the age, and so he gradually worked his- 
way to a higher position by his ability, energy, and perseverance. 

There is no doubt from the contents of the "will" that it was 
executed at Hamburgh on 26th December, 1614. In making his 
bequests the following phrases occur : "I give to poore preachers 
in England," "I give to the hospitall in London," and then comes this 
expression, " Mr. Hichard Bedgwick our Preacher hei^e in Hambrou." 

Eour of the live deeds relating to the sale of the plots of land and 
the houses on which the Charity Buildings now stand, are dated 28th 
January, 1 614. (^) There is no evidence that William Jones was then 



(1) In all cases the dates have been given according to moflern reckoning, viz., the year has 

been assumed to begin on January Ist. 

(2) See Note II. at the end of the Chapter. 
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in Monmouth, although it is very probable that he visited the place a 
little before that time to see his friends and inspect the proposed site 
of the buildings, as he was about to leave England. Anyhow, it 
is quite certain that he reached Hamburgh on the 3rd February, 
of that year, where he remained till his death. He does not seem to 
have had a residence of his own there at that time, for he lodged 
at the house of a man who bore the name of Gorius A'an liruell. AVhen 
the *'wdir' was executed it is certain that his condition was such that 
he was fully aware that he would see his native land no more, for there 
is a clause in which he gives £500 (') to his servant Xicholas Barr, 
** hopeing he will bring a good and true account to my Executors or 
Assignes of all my doeings in Hambrowe since the Third of ffebruary 
Anno One Thousand six hundred & thirtecne (^) unto this Day." 

in a minute of the " Court " books of the Haberdasher's Company, 
dated 2nd September, 1614, mention is made of a. letter being received 
from him by a Mr. Heald. It does not state from whence it was 
written, but clearh' it must have been from Hamburgh. From the 
contents of this letter it may be inferred that he contemplated return- 
ing to England and going to Monmouth, a visit which his death 
prevented. Under date 1st February, 1615, occurs the follo^^dng 
minute: *' Whereas Mr. Will'm Jones deceased gave his house in 
Sythes J^ane &c.," so at that date William Jones had been called away 
to another home than tliat of his childhood. As the date of the "will" 
is the previous 26th December, and it was executed at Hamburgh, his 
death must have taken place not later than the middle of the January 
preceding in that year (1615). 

Although his exact age at this time is not known, there are 
materials at hand which will give a good ide;i on this point. In his 
will a bequest is made to Walter Griffin, a boy of about ten years of 
age at that date, son of (jiles Griffin, who was himself apparently the 
youngest of the six children who grew up, of his half-sister Mrs. 
Griffin. This half-sister then would hardlv have been less than 
seventy years old had she been alive. There are also bequests to the 
children of his own brother, Charles, who e\'idently was dead, and they 



(1). This lej^(\v would >)C equivalent to about i:3,WK) now. Evidently William Jones i)laced 

ji^eat confidence in this servant and much value<l him, 
(2). 1614 acconlin^ present reckoninjr. 
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were both under eighteen years of age. This half-sister whose name 
was Joan, must have been older than himself and consequently a child 
of his father by the first wife; William and Charles were then children 
by the second, the latter being the younger of the two. The " will "^ 
is the production of a mind still in its full vigour, and the fact that he 
Avas able to bear the no small fatigue in those days of a journey to 
Hamburgh when his fortune was such that it was quite unnecessary^ 
shews that he was a man still hale and strong. On the other hand a 
fortune such as his^ takes many years to accumulate. There is a fine 
painting of him in Haberdashers' Hall. He is represented in the dress 
of the period, a dark man with fine features, about sixty years of age. 
It was no doubt taken from life and was probably given to the Com- 
pany by his executors although there is no mention made of it 
in his "will." It has this inscription: — 

" Mr William Jones Merchant Adventurer Free of the Company of 
Haberdashers gave eighteene thousand pounds fer 
charitable vses raoste of which hee comitted to the care of this 
Company." 

This must have been added when the picture was given. He was 
also a member of the Company of Merchant Adventurers of Hamburgh 
— a Company which was dissolved a few years after his death. On all 
these considerations he may be set down as about sixty-five at the time 
of his decease, and he apparently survived all his brothers and sister. 

The fortune he left is estimated in the "will" at over £40,000. In 
those days a labourer's wages were about sixpence, and an artizan's a 
shilling a day. In order to compare the value of money then with 
what it is now, the amount should be multiplied by 5 or 6. This 
would made his fortune equivalent to a quarter of a million according 
to our present estimate. 

Besides the Monmouth and Xewland Charities, William Jones 
founded a lectureship in London, and for this purpose he gave his 
house in Sythes Lane, which was a large one, having cost him <£1,000 
and was, at the time the " will " was made, let for £70 per ann : Q) 
besides £600 in money. This property so increased in value that 
it was called "The Golden Lectureship." Up to 1895 this lecture or 



(I). In the *' will" legacies are left to the servants in his " English house." He therefore had a 
residence, probably in or near London, at the time of his death. Previous to this he had 
lived twenty years in the town of " Stoad." See appendix xi. 
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sermon was given once a Aveek at noon on every Tuesday morning in 
8. Margaret's Church (*) Lothbury. The first Lecturer was "Mr. John 
Downame, Bachelor in Divinitie," appointed 1st February, 1615. 
Canon Melvill once held this office and then the Kev. Daniel Moore till 
his resignation in 1895. Under a new scheme the income is to be in 
future £150 a year. William Jones also gave £1,440 for the mainten- 
ance of nine pensioners in connection with the Haberdashers' Company, 
allowing them £S a year each. 

As to his character and religious opinions the " will " again is our 
■chief source of information. He freely made advances of money to his 
relatives, and he handed over £6,000 C) to the Haberdashers' Company 
for the purpose of founding the Lectureship and Almshouses at 
Monmouth during his own life time, and there is no reason to doubt 
that he would have acted in the same way, had he lived, by Xewland. 
This is not usually done by a man who has acquired a large fortune. 
He sticks to it as long as he lives and then disposes of it when it can 
be his no longer. This was not the course taken by William Jones. 

Another noticeable feature in the " will " is the very large number 
of legacies and benefactions. His relatives, his friends, his servants, 
even Gabriell Miles, who had been in his service and was so no longer, 
are all remembcM'ed, some of them in handsome terms. He does not 
■even omit those who were connected by illegitmate ties, A daughter 
of a " base born " daughter of his father and one Morgan Jones of 
Monmouth, a " base born " son of his uncle, are not overlooked. He 
recognises the fact that tliey are not to blame for their position 
iind gives each of them £100, but at the same time it does not speak 
well for the morals of tlie age, although it reflects great credit on 
the benevolence of William Jones. He was then a generous man, 
affectionate, and loval to his relatives and friends. 

Then again, there are tlie L^nidon Hospitals, the poor in the town 
of "Stoad," O where lie had lived for twenty years, and also in Ham- 
burgh, both native and English, the " poore preachers " in England, 
Mr. llichard Sedgwick the "preacher" to the Merchant Adventurers in 
Hamburgh, all are thought of. The first clause in his "Avill" reads 



(1). See aj)i)en«lix viii. 

(2). It amounted to ^,000 at the time of his death. See condudinsf part of the " will." 
(3). Probably "Stroud" in Gloucestershire— the centre of the woollen manufacture. See note 
at the end of appendix xi. 



Willia'in Joiies, 29 



thus : " I bequeath my soul to God who gave it me and my body to be 
buried in Christian-like buriaU, hopeing that of his mercy he will 
through the meritts of Jesus Christ, raise both body and soule 
unto everlasting life att the last day of judgment." He was then 
a charitable man and had a high sense of religion. 

As to his particular theological opinions he belonged to the 
National Church, but evidently sympathised with that party which 
desired to push the Reformation in the Puritan direction. Q) His 
founding of Lectureships, his use of the term " preacher " rather than 
priest or clergyman or oven minister, his large legacy of £1,000 
to "poore preachers" in England, to be ordered and distributed at the 
discretion of Mr. Richard Gore, Mr. Stephen Egerton, and Mr. Richard 
Sedgwick, aU of whom were of that way of thinking, his wish that (^ ) 
Mr. Richard Sedgwick should be the Lecturer at Monmouth, are 
evidences of this fact. He must have often heard the account 
of the burning of Dr. Hooper, bishop of Gloucester, in his own 
Cathedral City, from eye-witnesses of the tragedy. During his 
boyhood, the fires of Smithfield blazed in furtherance of the stem 
and cruel repressive measures so unflinchingly adopted in the 
short but unhappy reign of Queen Mary towards the Reforma- 
tion movement. His frequent visits to Hamburgh and mixing 
with foreign Reformers would not be without its influence. It 
can hardly be wondered at that, in the violent re-action which took 
place in his days, there was, not unnaturally, an unreasoning opposi- 
tion to everything which appeared to savour of Rome. The party 
in consequence was a very powerful one, and there is no doubt that the 
sympathies of William Jones lay in this direction, although his opinions 
were probably moderated by that considerate good sense and generosity 
for which, judging from all that is known, he seems to have been 
distinguished. 

And now in bidding farewell to this review of his life and passing 
on to his charitable work, which has been carried on for nearly three 
centuries under the care of that great Company who have so fully 
justified his confidence, this chapter will conclude with the earnest 
hope that the benefits of this noble trust may prove a still greater 



(1). " Puritans " (so calle<i) were at this time members of the Church of England. 
(2). There is no doubt but that Richard Sedj^fwick was ei)i8ropally ordained. 
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blessing in the future than they have in the past. Of late the average 
number of vacancies in the Almshouses at Monmouth has been a little 
less than three each year. (') This would probably hold good for the 
past and would give rather more than eight hundred as the total 
number of inmates from the foundation of the Charity to the present 
day. Many a widow's heart has rejoiced, many an old man and 
woman, worn out with the battle of life, have found freedom from care 
and enjoyed rest for a little while before the journey's end was 
reached. Those who have received their education in the Monmoutli 
School would be numbered by thousands ; and to what extent those 
who have received a moral and religious, as well as an intellectual, 
training in past generations have been the means of influencing others 
for good, is beyond calculation. Many a poor boy has owed all his 
success in life and his po>\'er for good to this noble benefaction. These 
things are only known to the Great Unseen Father of all and, when 
the end shall come, a great host will arise to bless a name which 
in itself tells no tale of worldly greatiiess or distinction, and that 
name is the name of 

William Joxes. 



NOTE II. 

The following memorandum is from Col. Bradney : — 

The arms borne by William Jones the founder of the School and Alms- 
houses at Monmouth, and also to this day by the family of Jones of Naas, in 
the parish of Lidney, are " argent, a lion rampant, gules." This is the coat of 
Sir Morgan ap Meredith (Lord of Tredegar in the Hth century), ap Gruff j'dd, 
ap Rhys, ap Tewdyr, King of South Wales. 

Angharad, the daughter and heiress of Sir Morgan ap Meredith, married 
Llewellyn ap Ivor, Lord of Cilsant, from whom is descended the family 
of Tredegar. William Jones must have claimed descent from a brother of Sir 
Morgan ap Meredith, as Sir Morgan had no male issue. 

(1). The average age of the inmates of both the Monmouth and Newland Almhouses is about 77 
years. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Concerning the Founding op the Charity at Monmouth. 

LLOWING that William Jones was born in the parish, or even 
in the village of Newland itself, there would be many 
considerations which might lead him to give preference to Monmouth 
when he determined to carry out the benevolent intentions he enter- 
tained towards both these places. It is not at all necessary to fall 
back upon the story of his visiting the neighbourhood, in which he 
was born, in the disguise of a poor man. Xewland was at that time 
a wide and scattered parish, embracing the little hamlets of Coleford, 
Clearwell, Bream, Redbrook, and others, as well as the small village 
itself. The entire population of the district was very much less than 
it is now. It was not a good centre for a school, especially at a time 
when the labourers and small farmers did not even trouble to learn 
reading and writing. Of the professional and trading classes there 
would be very few. The need of almshouses would be less there than 
in a town such as Monmouth then was, where he had spent his youth, 
and where consequently most of his early friends would reside, and 
which was relatively of much more importance than it is now. Since 
then its population has probably not more than trebled, while all the 
surrounding towns have increased in a much greater ratio. It was not 
only the county town, but it was first in population, and the halo of 
its mediaeval importance, as a border fortress, still lingered around its 
name. It had a trading, a professional, as well as an independent 
leisure class, residing in it ; and a school established there would, in 
the circumstances of the time, be a. far greater benefit than if 
Newland had been the place selected. Anyhow, it is certain that to 
Monmouth the preference was given, and it is unworthy of what 
we know of the character of the man to set it down to the cause 
80 often assigned. It is, moreover, not at all improbable that he was 
a native of the town, according to Euller's statement, and there may 
have been other causes not known which led him to extend his 
benevolence to Newland. 
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Whatsoever might have been the real reasons for the course he 

took, there can be no question at all about the following contemporary 

statement, taken from the "Court "Minute Book of the Haberdashers' 

Company : — 

*• This Court, being made acquainted w'th the receipte by Mr. Wardens 
of £6,000 from Mr. William Jones, a brother of this Company, to be disbursed 
in the building of XXtie Almeshouses in the towne of Monmoth, ( i ) and in the 
purchase of lands of the yerely value of £250 for the maintenance of the 
XXtie poor people to be placed in those houses, and for the yerely mainte- 
nance of C merks to a preacher in that towne and other uses, as Mr. Jones 
hath appointed, wherew'th he is desirous to intrust this Company; this Court 
have appointed Mr. Warden Bavies and Basill Nicoll, Clerke to this Company, 
to ride to Monmoth for the buying of grounde whereon the same Almeshouses 
shalbe builte, and to take order for the building of them in such sorte as 
they shall thinke fitt, Vch is required to be done Vfcli expedicon." 

The date of this minute is the 5th of March, the day of the week 
Friday, in the year of our Lord 1613, (*) and Sir Thomas Lowe Knt 
was Master of the Company. This is the first mention of the charities 
of William Jones, and as he lived till the end of December, 1614, it 
was a year and nine months before his death. His name only occurs 
in this book twice before, when he was appointed to the livery on 1st 
October, 1600, and again in the following year, as already stated. 
Friday has not invariably had the reputation of bringing "luck" 
to those who venture on any special undertaking in that particular 
period of the week, but, if it be true that "the exception proves 
the rule," here is a case in point. Anyhow, this minute of an 
arrangement for the benefit of the little town made on a Friday, 
certainly brought much good fortune to those on whose behalf the 
thing was done. 

The exhortation to " expedicon " seems to have had its due effect 
on Mr. Warden Davies and Mr. Basil Nicoll, for to Monmouth they 
appear to have ridden, as we may gather from another minute to 
which we shall presently refer, certainly not later than in April of 
that year, to make arrangements for commencing the undertaking. A 
journey from London to so distant a place was in those days a some- 
what serious matter. A good road, as we now understand the term, 

(1.) It was thus written till the middle of the seventeenth century. The pronounciation of the 
name is represented by '* Munmuth," just as ** London " is pronounced ** Lundun." 

(2). This is according to modern reckoning. In order to prevent confusion, this course will be 
adopted in all future dates. 
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was a luxury the very reverse of common. There were bridle paths, 
only fit, and at some time of the year not very fit, for beasts of 
burden; nor were travellers at all safe from wandering footpads, 
or gentlemen of higher rank in that not particularly honest but at the 
same time dangerous and exciting profession. It would be three 
or four days' journey, at least, to Gloucester, and from there the direct 
way would lie through the Porest of Dean to the little village of 
Coleford, then called "Cover," (^) on through Staunton, and below the 
Buckstone, as it still does. It then passed along the lane by the 
little inn called the " Duke of York," and proceeded somewhat lower 
than the present footpath along the side of the Kymin, where it 
can still be traced. 

A short distance before reaching the part of the hill above the 
Garth, the old town and its beautiful surroundings would come full in 
view, and we can imagine Mr. Warden Davies and Mr. Basil Mcoll 
reining in their horses and gazing with admiration on the fair scene, 
now clothed in all the fresh beauty of early spring. By the way, 
what a strong savour of this west country border has that name 
of " Davies." It is not unlikely that he was selected for the purpose 
because he knew the land. This would be the fourth or fifth 
day after leaving London. 

Near this point the road crossed the present footpath and kept 
almost straight on to the left down the side of the Kymin till it came 
to the spot where a small house now stands called " Oak Cottage." 
Here it turned sharply round to the right, and proceeded by a steep 
descent on the upper side of the present road till it reached the gate 
across the footpath leading up through the wood to Staunton. From 
this place it is no longer distinctly traceable, but it must have 
occupied nearly the line of the present road for some little distance, 
till it reached the gate through which access is now obtained to 
the modem Staunton road. Here it bore round to the right, and can 
still be traced on the side of the hill below the footpath, till it got to 
the bottom along where the road stiU goes. The travellers would then 
ride across the level ground, (^) and pass over Wye Bridge, which 

(1). A form of "Covert" because it stood at the entrance to the thickly wooded parts of the 
Forest. 

(2). There was another way they might have come. About three hundred yards nearer the 
town than tie point where the ancient road leaves the modern one and passes where the 
Inn called " The Duke of York " now is, another road turned to the right which led down to 
Hadnock, and then on to Monmouth. The one described was more generally used. 
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at that time was much narrower than it is now, (') with angular 
recesses on either side, and so enter the important little town, 
very different in appearance to what it is in the present day. 

There was a gateway to pass, and then on the right was Wye 
Bridge Lane, now called Granville Street. The town wall extended 
from the bridge round through the present timber yard (*) till it 
joined the East or Dixton Gate, which was in good preservation. 

From Dixton Gate the wall, which was then standing, went in 
a straight line about where the houses in the Burgage are and across 
the new Dixton Road, which was made only about sixty years ago. It 
then bore round to the left and joined Monks' Gate, (^) which was 
near where the projecting house on the Parade stands. Hence the 
wall, at that time still in existence, went on to the top of the steep 
slope above the Monnow, and, probably keeping along the site now 
occupied by Priory Street, joined the Castle wall, which passed round 
the hill till it came to S. Stephen's Gate, near the top of Monnow 
Street on the lower side of the premises occupied by Mr. Hall, the 
grocer. 

This gate was still standing. Probably it was originally intended 
for a sally port and was not wide enough for carriages to pass 
through. The houses then extended more than half way across the 
present street, and there was only an approach to it for foot-passengers. 
When the Norman Castle was built most likely its outer wall passed 
on from this gate at the back part of the site now occupied by the 
houses on this side of the Square, crossed nearl)^ at the top of 
Agincourt Street, enclosed the ground on which the Town Hall, the 
Bull Inn, the Beaufort Hotel and the houses adjoining stand, to 
the principal outer gateway to the Castle grounds, probably about 
the entrance to Church Street. (*) It would be continued from here 
so as to enclose what was known in the last century as the Bull-ring. 



(1). The bridge was widened in 1878, taking into the footwaj's the old recesses. 

(2). This is not according to Si>eed'8 Map, which is by no means accurate. A drawbridge and 
gate is mentioned in connection Vith Wyebridge in 1644, and a minute in the Corporation 
book (17th December, 1728) speaks of the town wall and town ditch leading from Wyebridge 
to Dixton Gate as still in existence. The writer ventures to sup^gest that this wall may have 
run aJong the backs of the houses on the right hand or river siae of Granville Street. See 



notes at the end of appendix X. 

lie" ' 

e t 
Gate converge to Church Street ; the two former almost in a straight line, the latter with 



(3). Monks' Gate was pulled down 1710-11. See appendix X. 

(4). It is worthy of notice that the roads from Wyebridge, the East or Dixton Gate, and Monks' 

'aln 



a slight cur\'e. This is the side from which troops and supplies would be sent to the Nor- 
man Garrison. When the Castle walls were removed, on the side of the Square access was 
gained by wagons through S. John's and Agincourt Street. There was only a footway by 
8. Stephen's Gate. 
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Bound this the little town grew up, and then as time went on the 
outer Castle walls were removed long before the foundation of the 
Charity of William Jones. Houses were built on the site, and no 
doubt the material ready to hand was employed for the purpose. The 
present Borough Court was not there, but in other respects the ground 
was occupied much as it is now. 

During the civil war, in the reign of Henry III., the Earl of 
Leicester, who was opposed to the King, assaulted and took Monmouth, 
and levelled the Castle with the ground on the 28th of June, 1265. 
Thirty-one years later (1296) Edward I. granted to the town the right 
to levy taxes in aid of enclosing it with walls, or probably for re- 
building and strengthening those destroyed during his father's reign 
by the Earl of Leicester. This Patent Roll is still in existence. There 
was also a similar grant for three years in the reign of Edward II., 
dated the 5th of June, 1315. The Town wall on the western side, 
then rebuilt or repaired, ran in a straight line from the Monnow near 
the Priory Mill, across Monnow Street a little above Nailers' Lane. (^) 
Here was probably a gate (^) and drawbridge. The garden wall of the 
premises occupied by the Capital and Counties Bank was no doubt a 
part of this fortification, which was continued along the bottom of the 
gardens of Glendower (then called Grinders') Street, to the Wye. 
Nearly all this had been removed, probably several years before Mr. 
Warden Davies and Mr. Basil Nicoll rode into Monmouth, and houses 
occupied the ground. 

The site on which the Chapel, School-premises, and Almshouses 
now stand was occupied by gardens and tenements belonging to 
five different owners, and was bounded by four streets or roadways, 
Bridge Street, Almshouse Street, which then formed a part of White- 
cross Street, Weirhead Street and the lane that led from it to the Wye 
Bridge. During the last twenty-six years (') the houses and land 
between this lane and the river have been acquired by the Governors 
for the use of the Charity. The houses were pulled down and this 
roadway closed in 1895, when it was diverted along the riverside, and 

(1). Nearly the whole of thie paragraph is taken almost verbatim from a most interesting little 
pamphlet b^ Mrs. Bagnall-Oakeley, entitled " The Fortifications of Monmouth," to w^ch 
the reader is referred for further information. 
Probably the one spoken of as " West Qate." 

In 1872. There were no houses here in 1613. A quantity of ** cinders " were on this land 
from Bomon times which the Corporation dug up and sold in 1743. In doing so the}* 
undermined the wall of the Lecturer's garden so that a part fell down. 
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the fine embankment and the handsome addition to the School btiildings 
were made. Across the present entrance to Priory Street stood a house, 
known at the end of the last century as an Inn, bearing the name of 
the " Crown and Thistle." In front of this house was a space where 
the old Monmothians enjoyed the cruel sport of bull-baiting, and 
aged inhabitants still remember the ring secured to the ground ; 
behind were outbuildings and gardens, to which access was gained by 
Bell Lane. Church Street was known as Butchers' How, and was the 
only thoroughfare in that direction. 

The tower and spire of S. Mary's Church appeared the same as 
now, but a great part of the latter was rebuilt at the end of the 
eighteenth century and again in 1864, on the same lines as the old one. 
A short distance from the Churchyard, on the north side, was the 
steep descent to the Monnow. The sacred edifice itself was very 
different to what it is at the present time. Where the north aisle now 
stands, the nave used to be, with a roof from 20 to 25 feet higher, of 
grand proportion, and there were two aisles to the south, the outer one 
being the smaller. At the east end was the monastic church, fast 
going to ruin, as well as the monastic buildings close by. In the square, 
opposite the Hospital, stood the white cross which gave its name 
to the street all the way from Weirhead Street round to the Church- 
yard. (') Monnow Street led down to Overmonnow, anciently called 
" Capper's Town," because of the trade for which it was celebrated. 
This street had a very different appearance to what it has now, 
with its houses having small casement windows and gable ends. Nor 
were they all close together, but gardens filled up the intervening 
spaces. Many parts now covered partially or altogether with houses 
such as North Parade, Priory Street, &c., were then gardens or 
meadow land. The whole population was probably somewhere about 
2,000 souls. 

Such is a brief description of the little town into which Mr. 
Warden Davies and Mr. Basil Nicholl, Clerk to the Haberdashers' 
Company, rode one afternoon or evening in April, 1613. 

After crossing Wye Bridge the rising ground on the left would at 
once strike them as a most desirable site. Its aspect was good, facing 



(1). S. James Street is a modern name. 
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the south and east, the river and the beautiful country beyond secured 
a plentiful supply of fresh air, and it was easily accessible from every 
part of the town. Lastly, but by no means least, if such a considera- 
tion had any weight in those days, there was a good fall towards the 
river so that the drainage would be satisfactory and the soil dry. 
Prom recent discoveries of coins it seems to have been occupied by the 
Romans for smelting purposes. Most, if not all, of the " cinders " were 
removed in 1767 and sold by the then Lecturer, Headmaster, and 
Usher. (') 

Their stay could not have extended over many days, probably 
a fortnight's absence from London would suffice. \Ve know that they 
had returned before the 10th of May, after having made preliminary 
arrangements, because under that date we have the following minute : 

" It is ordered by this Court that Mr Wardens shall lende C £, prcell of Mr 
Jones his money, to Mr Hall of Monmoth upon his bond & Mr Angell's 
the fishmonger, for repaym't of the same at Michaellmas next w'hout interest 
in recompensepf some curtesy concerning timber for the building of Mr Jones 
his almeshouse." 

It is not unlikely that another visit may have been paid to 
Monmouth during the year 1613, indeed a deputation probably wenf 
into Gloucestershire to view some lands that were offered for sale as an 
investment, if the order contained in a minute dated the 24th of June 
in that year was carried out, to which reference will be made 
in a succeeding chapter. If there was not, it reflects great credit 
on the business capacity of Mr. Warden Davies and Mr. Basil Nicholl, 
for we find, that in January, 1614, the purchase of four out of the ^ve 
parcels of land on which the buildings were afterwards erected 
was completed. It is almost certain that William Jones visited the 
neighbourhood about Christmas time, 1613, before bidding farewell to 
England for a long stay at Hamburgh. 

There are four deeds all dated 28th of January, 1614 : 

No. 1 refers to a house, garden, and meadow land abutting on the 
lane leading from Wye Bridge to Weirhead Street, belonging to 
"Moore Waters of the towne and countie of Monmoth Esqre and Anne 
his wife.'' The purchase-monev was .£30. 



(1). See note at the end of the chapter. 
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No. 2 refers to a barn and garden, adjoining the land of Moore 
Waters, belonging to Johan (Joanna) Cutler, widow, and Moore 
and Anne Cutler, her son and daughter. The purchase-money 
was £20, 

No. 3 refers to a messuage and plot of garden ground, adjoining the 
land of Moore Waters and also the street called Whitecross Street 
(now Almshouse Street) and Weirhead Street, belonging to Hugh 
Mason, gent. The purchase-money was .£25. 

No. 4 refers to a messuage or mansion house, one plot of garden 
ground abutting on Whitecross Street and Weirhead Street and 
the land of Hugh Mason. It belonged to " Jonas Smyth of Tydnam," 
in the County of Gloucester, yeoman, and Margaret his wife. The 
purchase-money was £2b. 

This last looks like a pretty considerable bargain even if the 
" mansion '* house was not in particularly good repair. The whole 
purchase-money of the four lots was only XI 00 (just think of that ! ) 
and all four were conveyed to Sir John Garrard and Sir Thomas Lowe, 
knights and aldermen of London, Hobert Offley, and Martin Bond, 
citizens of London, and haberdashers. The letters patent for the 
foundation of the Charity had not yet been granted, hence it was 
necessary that this property should be thus conveyed. William Jones 
must have left England on what proved to be his last journey to 
Hamburgh before the end of January, for he reached that city by the 
3rd of the next month as alreadv mentioned in the sketch of his life. 

One more purchase was necessary before the whole of the site 
between the four roads was available for the purposes of the Charity. 
The deed of conveyance No. 5 refers to a "corner stable with the 
tente and garden adjoining at the corner of Wyebridge Street," and is 
dated April 1st of the following year (1615). It belonged to John 
Mors of English Bicknor. This was wanted for the Headmaster's 
house and schoolroom, which were not built till that year, and it is 
still so occupied Q) with the exception that the chapel stands where 
the old schoolroom once was. It was conveyed to the same member* 
of the Company as the previous four lots, but the price is not given — 
''a certin competent sume of lawfull money of England to him in 



(1). It is now assijfned to one of the Assistant Masters. 
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hand well and truly paid." It was very necessary for the more 
effectual carrying out of the scheme that this property should be 
acquired. Perhaps John Mors (probably in these days the letter e 
would be added to the name) took no mean advantage of this and only 
asked a fair price, perhaps, alas ! like others, who have lived since, he 
looked only at his own selfish interest and exacted a fancy price, 
although the object for which it was required was for the general 
good. The reader must draw his owti conclusion. 

Having, then, in January, 1614, secured the first four lots, no time 
was lost in setting to work. Here is a minute dated the 21st of the 
following month (Eebruary) : — 

Mr. Da vies, Mr. Basill Nicoll, to whome the care of the building at Mon- 
moth is committed, acquainted this Court that they are to send for that 
building, bricklayers from London and they hold it best to agree w'th them 
for laying by the thousand and desired the Assistance of Mr. Wardens in 
bargayning with them, which course this Court doe well like and approve." 

No reason is given as to why it was necessary to bring workmen 
from so great a distance. However, a bargain was made, and the 
twenty almshouses were built during the summer of 1614, along the 
south side of what was then called Whitecross Street ; the women's 
occupying the same site as the present ones, but the men's extended 
towards the schoolroom and the (then) Headmaster's House at the 
corner of Bridge Street. They were of brick, with floors of the same 
material, and were finished by Michaelmas, as may be learned from the 
following entry in the "Court" book under date of September, 2nd 
of that year : — 

"Mr. Davies and Basill Nicoll, to whom the care of the buildings of Mr, 
Jones at Monmoth were heretofore committed by this Company, make 
known to this Court that they have this year builded the XX almeshouses and 
that the same would be finished about Mich's next ; This Court desiring to 
the uttermost to perform the trust reposed in them by Mr. Jones, do think fit 
that poor be placed in those almeshouses as soon as possibly may be, and)that 
their weekly payments shall begin from Mich's next ; To which end it la 
ordered by this Court, that when Mr. Davies and Basill Nicoll do next go down 
about these buildings, that Mr. Warden Traves and Mr. Thomas Clarke shall 
go likewise and they shall so view and consider of the poor people in that 
town and near thereabouts and to appoint xviii such as they shall see to have 
most need to be placed. in xviii of those houses, when they are fully furnished, 
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leaving the other two to be appointed by Mr. Jones himself according to his 
letter lately written to Mr. Heald to that purpose." 

There is no further information about Mr. Heald. Most likely he 
was a member of the Court and a personal friend of William Jones, 
who was then in Hamburgh. The names of the persons he wished to 
be placed in these two almshouses may have been given in this letter, 
or he may have intended to fill them up when he returned to England 
and visited his native place. One thing is quite certain, and that is, 
that he was called away from his toil on earth before his eyes were 
gladdened by the sight of the good work which he had begun. 

The almshouses were no doubt completed, and at the time arranged 

the first inmates began the life there that has passed on from one to 

another for nearly three hundred years* In those days it was not 

always plain sailing with workmen any more than it is now. They 

had returned to London, but they were not satisfied. Here is a 

minute dated Nov. 27th : — 

"The demande made by the bricklayers, wch have built the almes- 
houses at Monmoth, for dyvors allowance to be made unto them con- 
cerning the same, are by this Court referred to the consideracon of Mr. 
Wardens together w'th Mr. Offley, Mr. Bond, Mr. Clarke and Mr. Davies 
Assistants." 

This was probably an allowance for the journey to Monmouth and 

back, which was no doubt accomplished by the means of progression 

with which nature herself had endowed them, and would take about a 

week each way. 

In the following spring the work was continued. The School and 
Headmaster's House were built, the latter on the corner piece of land 
bought on 1st April, 1615, of John " Mors," of English Bicknor ; the 
Lecturer's house on the site of the present Headmaster's ; and the 
Usher's (^) in Weirhead Street, behind the present almshouses. There 
is no mention of bricklayers being brought from London. Perhaps the 
Oovernors did not find the previous arrangement altogether satisfac- 
factory, and therefore did not care to repeat the experiment, or they 
found a sufiicient number of men in the neighbourhood. 

The next step was to fill up the new appointments. On 1st 
March, 1615, 



(1). The Usher's house was not finished till 1616, according^ to a statement in the Statutes. 
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"At the humble suit of John Owen, ( i ) M'r. of Arts, for the place of 
Schoole Master of the Free Schoole of Mr. Jones in Monmoth and upon the 
desire and recommendacon of him and his sufficiencie for the place by the 
Bight Hon. the Lo: Chancellor and the Lo: Chief Justice of England, signified 
unto this Company by theire letters; This Court have no'iated him to the said 
place to be settled and conferred upon him when the said Schoole wch now 
(is) iu building shalbe finished in such sort as shalbe then thought fitt by the 
then Master, Wardens & Assistants of this Company." 

It cannot be denied that John Owen had very high class recom- 
mendations, and no doubt the Governors congratulated themselves on 
securing a very capable man to start the school. Well, that remains 
to be seen. His stipend was £60 (") per annum, with a house and 
garden. 

The next appointment was that of Lecturer, on 3rd May, 1615 : — 

" This Court, according to the desire of Mr. Wm. Jones latelie deceased, 
have no'iated and appointed Mr. Richard Sedgwick, late preacher of God's 
Word to the Company of Merchant Adventurers at Hamburgh, to be the 
pr'cher of the Towne of Monmoth, wch place of preacher is in the graunt & 
no'iation of this Company by the foundacon of the said Mr. Wm. Jones, & have 
likewise graunted unto him the said place of preacher together with the 
yearlie stipend of C mks (3) allotted to the said preacher for his paines, and 
the house now there in building intended for the habitacon of the preacher, 
all wch to be held and enjoyed by the said Richard Sedgwick, so long as he 
shall dulie doe and p'rforme such things wch by the statutes and orders to 
be made and set downe by this Companie concerning the said place shalbe 
enjoyned and required of him. ( 4 ) 

It appears that Uichard Sedgwick superseded a " preacher " who 
had been already placed at Monmouth. As no mention is made of any 
previous election to the ofiice it was most likely a temporary arrange- 
ment made by the founder himself. In a minute of 18th June (the 
following month), " Mr. John Hughes, late Mr. Jones his preacher at 
Monmoth," was a candidate for the Lectureship at Newland. He was 
not elected, but on the 4th March, 1616, " for the taking awaie and 
clearing of aU claymes and demands made or to be made by John 
Hughes, late Mr. Jones his lecturer at Monmoth, concerning the 



Mr. Owen was in Holy Orders. 

Equivalent to about £300 a year now. 

A mark was ISs. 4d. Hence the amount was £66 13s. 4d., equivalent to about £330. 

Bichaxd Sedgwick was a Master of Arts of S. Peter's College, Cambridge. According to the 

original statutes, the lecturer was required to be a Graduate of Oxford or Cambridge. See 

appendix XIII, part ii. 
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leaving of the same lecture or the stipend thereof while he possessed 
the same or sithence ; This Court have given unto him the some of 
fyve pounds, wch the said John Hughes did accept as a full recom- 
pense and satisfacon for and concerning the said lecture and stipend." 
There was apparently no legal claim, but evidently John Hughes had 
not been handsomely treated, and, like a wise man, he took what he 
could get, although, even allowing for the difference "m the value 
of money, he does not seem to have got much out of it. 

After the death of William Jones the Company of Merchant 
Adventurers at Hamburgh was dissolved, and E-ichard Sedgwick 
returned to England. This contingency seems to have been antici- 
pated by the founder, and accordingly he expressed a wish that pro- 
vision should be made for " o'r preacher here in Hambrou " by 
appointing him to be lecturer at Monmouth. 

In the meeting of the Court, when Richard Sedgwick was elected 
to his office (3rd May, 1615), " At the humble suite of Richard Owen, 
Bachelor of Art and student in Jesus Colledg in Oxford, and upon 
the recomendacons of him by Mr. Coventrie, (^) the Maior and towns- 
men of Monmoth and dyvors others ; This Court have no'iated him to 
the place of Usher in the free Schoole of Mr. Jones in Monmoth, The 
«ame to be settled and conferred upon him (when that schoole wch is 
now in building shalbe finished)." His stipend was .£30 (^) per 
annum, with a house and garden. 

It is a curious coincidence that both the first Headmaster and 
Usher should have borne the same Welsh surname of Owen. They 
may have been relatives, though nothing is stated with reference to 
that. Anyhow, the latter was clearly a native of the town or neigh- 
bourhood of Moumouth. 

Notwithstanding Richard Sedgwick's Puritan tendencies, he was 
an episcopally ordained minister of the English Church, and acted 
under the authority of the Bishop of Hereford, in which diocese 
Monmouth then was, for on 18th June it was ordered ''that a letter 
shalbe written and subscribed by the Mr. and Wardens directed to 
the Lo: Bp. of Hereford, in the behalf of Mr. Sedgwick preacher at 
Monmoth." 



(1). Recorder of London. 

(2). Equivalent to about £150 a year now. 
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Before 25th T^ov., 1615, the buildings at Monmouth were finished, 
and under that date it is stated that " Mr. John Davies and Basill Nicoll, 
to whom the care and charge of the buildings at Monmoth was com- 
mitted by this Company, acquainted this Court of their doing therein 
and did deliver up to this Court an account of all receipts and 
payments concerning the whole business for Monmoth, as well for the 
buildings and purchase of land, (') which account this Court did order 
and appoint should be audited by Mr. Wardens that now are and by 
Mr. Offley, Mr. Hart, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Ven, Mr. Freeman and Mr. 
Traves Assistants, or by any two of the said Wardens, with four of the 
said Assistants." 

Evidently great trouble was taken to have all the business correctly 
done. One thing yet remained before all the obligations connected 
with the founding of the Charity were fulfilled, and that was the pay- 
ment of the Clerk to the Company for his professional services. This 
was arranged at the same time : — 

" Upon consideracon had of the great paines taken by Basill Nicoll, ( 2 ) 
Clerk to this Company, in oft«n travelling to Monmoth about the building 
and other businesses there, and in procuring and passing from the King's 
Majesty of two severall licenses of mortmain under the great seal of England, 
in following the bill which passed in both the houses of the last parliament 
concerning those businesses, and in drawing and engrossing and passing of 
the conveyance of the lands purchased ; This Court have given to the said 
Basill Nicoll for his said pains and travails the some of one hundred pounds 
to be payed unto him by Mr. Wardens out of the stock belonging to this 
Company." 

It can hardly be denied that Mr. Basil Nicoll had well earned the 
amount he received. Before the end of the year 1615 the work of the 
Charity at Monmouth was. in full swing. The officials were all at 
their posts, and the school had begun its career of usefulness which, 
with varying fortunes, has continued to the present day. In the next 
chapter will be explained the means taken to provide for its lasting 
support, and the way in which its financial affairs have been admin- 
istered by the Company to whose care this Charity was entrusted 
by William Jones. 

(1). The whole amount expended on the purchase of the land (about 2^ acres) and erecting the 

buildings, &c., at Monmouth is stated to have been £3,400. 
(2). See appendix IX. 
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NOTE. 

The following Minutes refer to the "Cinders" dug from the land belong- 
ing to the Charity : — 

15 January, 1768. 

"Several letters received from Mr. Roynon Jones (i) were then laid 
before the Court, also an anonymous letter respecting the Master, Usher, and 
Poor of Monmouth, digging Iron Cinders in their gardens and yard behind 
the School House, which having maturely considered, Mr. Knapp(2) was 
ordered to write to the Q-entlemen there to know of each what quantity had 
been dugg, in what parts and the value of the same and insist on their not 
digging any more, And to acquaint them that a visitation would soon be 
made there and to request their speedy answ'r." 

Again on 4 February, 1768, 
"Then was read several letters rec'ed from Messrs. Jones. Crowe and 
Hallings ( ^ ) in answer to Mr. Knapp's letter to them by Order of the Court, 
Also Mr. Crocraft's Report on his late Visitation to Monmouth, which, having 
considered, was referred to a Grand Com'tee. But Mr. Knapp was directed 
to write to the Gentlemen in the meantime to acquaint them that it was so 
referred and to desire to have a Particular Acc't and value of the cinders 
already dug. But not sold. Also to the Town Clerk (4) to desire from him a 
particular state of the School, that the same may be laid before the Grand 
Com'tee." 




(1). The Lecturer. 

f2i. The Clerk to the Haberdasher's Company. 

i8). The Lecturer, Headmaster, and Usher respectively. 

(4). Mr, Charles Halfpenny. See appendix X. 
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CHAPTER V. 

CoNOEfiNiNO Investments, Monmoxtth and Nbwland. 
Section 1. — Before the great Civil War. 

5TLT was once said of an eminent statesman that he could make 
(^ a speech of an interesting and even somewhat amusing character 
on questions of finance. In order to give full information about 
the charities of William Jones at Monmouth and Newland, it is 
necessary that a chapter be written dealing with matters affecting 
them of a pecuniary nature. To any one, however, who has managed 
to read thus far and looks for anything particularly exciting or 
romantic, a piece of advice is desirable, so that disappointment may be 
avoided, and that advice may be summed up in two genuine Anglo- 
Saxon words, — " Skip it." The object of this chapter is to give 
an account of the way the money left by the founder was dealt with, 
how it was invested, the history of the investments, and how it came 
to pass that since the beginning of the eighteenth century Monmouth 
has fared so much better than Newland. 

It has been related in the last chapter that at a Court held on the 5th 
March, 1613, it was announced that a sum of .£6,000 had been received 
by the Haberdashers' Company from William Jones, who was then 
alive, on trust, to found a Lectureship and Almshouses at Monmouth, 
and that Mr. Warden Davies and Mr. Basil NichoU were directed 
to ride there in order to make arrangements for carrying these benevo- 
lent intentions into effect. In the minutes of the 10th of May of the 
same year the following occurs : — 

•*Thi8 Court have referred the consideracon and concluding of some 
convenient purchase or purchases for Mr Jones his money to Sir Thomas 
Lowe, Sir John Garrard, Mr Alderman Jones, ( i ) Mr Wardens, Mr Oflley, 
Mr Bond, Mr Ven, Mr ffreeman, Assistants, or any sixe of them, whom 
this Co*rt doe entreat to take paines therein." 



(1). Afterwards Sir Francis Jones, Lord Mayor of London. 



E 
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This is followed by another dated 24th of June, from which it may 
be inferred that lands had been offered for sale in Gloucestershire 
by " Sr Will'm Throckmorton, (') Knight & Baronet," and that a price 
had been agreed upon. Mr. Warden Davies, Mr. Ven, and Mr. Basil 
Nicoll were ordered to ride into the country to view the property and 
report whether it answered to the particulars *'wch Sr Will'm hath 
delyvered. And that upon their view and survey shall either accept or 
refuse the said purchase; the charge of wch jorney to be borne 
out of Mr Jones his money." 

Very fortunately for Monmouth, either the report was unfavourable 
or a better offer turned up, for nothing more is mentioned of this pro- 
posal. Anyhow, on the 30th of the next month (July), " Mr. (^) 
Wardens, with Mr Offley, Mr Bond, Mr Jeston, Mr Ven, Mr ffreeman, 
Assistants, having viewed the land at Hatcham Barnes offered to 
be sold to this Company and reporting their good likeing thereof 
to this Court, It is ordered and entreated that o'r Mr C) Sr Thomas 
Lowe, Mr Alderman Jones, Mr Wardens w'th Mr Offley, Mr Bond, Mr 
Ven and Mr ffreeman or any eight of them wilbe pleased to conclude 
for the absolute purchase of the said landes in such sort as they 
in their descrecon shall thinks fitt." 

The business was pushed forward without delay, for on Saturday, 
the 27th of November, 

**This Court was made acquainted by Mr (4) Wardens of the finishing of 
the assurance by Sir John Brooke of that p'rt of the Mannor of Hatcham 
Barnes, wch this Company did bargaine with him for, and of the paym't 
thereupon by them unto him of £4000 for the same out of Mr Will'm Jones 
his money, The wch is allowed & well liked by this Court." 

Accordingly by indenture of bargain and sale, dated the 1st of 
December, 1613, Sir Thomas Brooke and others conveyed to Sir John 
Garrard and Sir Thomas Lowe, knights and aldermen of London, 
Robert Offley, and Martin Bond, citizens and haberdashers, their heirs 
and assigns, a part of the manor of Hatcham Barnes in the parishes of 
West Greenwich (now S. Paul, Deptford), and Lewisham, to hold 

(1). Sir William Throckmorton was made a baronet in 1611. He married the heiress of the 
house of Baynham of Clearwell. The male line became extinct in 1682. 

(2). The Master and Wardens. 
Our Master. 
The Master and Wardens. 
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to the use of the said grantees, their heirs and assigns. The extent of 
this land was 143 acres, and the price named in the deed was £4,380. 
Letters patent had not yet been granted for the foundation of the 
Charity, and the Company as such, could not purchase land for the 
purpose. It was therefore necessary that the property should be 
conveyed to certain persons by name. 

As time went on the good intentions of William Jones towards 
Monmouth seem to have been further developed and a " free schoole " 
was to be added to the former benefaction, for under the date of 22nd 
of April, 1614, it is recorded that : — 

"Whereas there is yet to be p'rchased by this Companie for the free- 
schoole and almeshouse of Mr Jones CL £ pr ann : (£150) And Sr John 
Brooke, of whome wee have p'rchased a p'rt of the mannor of Hatcham 
Barnes for that business, hath made offer of the residue of that mannor 
p*rcell unsold, and that, if wee bargayne with him for it. he will pr'cure an 
act of Parliament for securing from the King's Ma' tie and his heires, not 
onlie of that p'rt, wch wee are now to deale for, and also of that 
wch wee have alreadie bought of him, and that if such an act 
shall not pass he will beare the charge wch shalbe expended therein, and 
the Companie shalbe at their libertie whether they will goe forward in 
the later bargayne or not ; Upon consideracon thereof had by this Court, It 
is ordered that Mr Wardens together with Mr Offley, Mr Bond, Mr Hare & Mr 
Ven, shall view the land and consider of the bargayne and report "there" 
opinions thereon at the next Court of Assistances at which tyme they 
will resolve of this business." 

The opinion of the Committee was highly favourable, and they, 
according to an order given, consulted Mr. Coventrie (^) as to his 
advice in the matter. The result was that he " very well liked of the 
title and assurance as now it stands & that he affirmed unto them that 
he could not find any doubt or scruple in it, yet withall he advises that, 
since Sir J. Brooke had offered to procure some further grant or license 
from the King's Majestic for this Company to purchase the said manor, 
he should give bond the next session of parliament to procure an act to 
pass for securing thereof." 

Sir J. Brooke, who was in attendance at this Court (14 July), 
undertook to procure the said license and to enter into a bond of 
£1,000 to fulfil his promise. Thereupon the Court " did conclude an 

(1). Recorder of London. He was also appointed " Counsel! " to the Haberdashers' Company 
in 1616. 
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absolute bargain with him for the land unsold," i.e., the part of 
the manor not previously purchased, " and to give him for it xxviii. 
c£ (£2,800) viz. : in hand xxiii. c£ (.£2,300), and v. q£ (£500) more 
when he hath passed such license under the great seal of England." 

In consequence of the Statute of Mortmain no person was allowed 
to alienate or purchase real property for the foundation of any 
public charity without first obtaining under the Sovereign's authority a 
license for that object. 

In accordance with this arrangement the remaining part of the 
manor was conveyed to Sir John Garrard and others. It is described 
as a messuage, with outhouses, barns, stables, orchards, gardens, and 
hereditaments thereto belonging, and divers parcels of land particularly 
set forth, containing altogether by estimation 223a., 3r., of which 
80 acres were wood and 31 acres wood ground. This, with the 143 
acres previously purchased, made the whole estate 366a., 3r., exclusive 
of the site of the house and premises, and the whole purchase-money 
was £7,180. (') This manor had formerly belonged to a monastery at 
Deptford, in the county of Kent. 

As this exceeded by £1,180 the money already paid to the 
Company, and as the almshouses were in course of erection, William 
Jones must have advanced £2,000 more about this time, making in all 
£8,000 as mentioned in the latter part of the " will." The statement 
in the beginning of this document that £6,000 had been paid and 
towards the end that it was £8,000, can be easily reconciled by 
supposing that the "will" had been under consideration and partly 
drawn up many months before it was executed. (^) Its great length 
and the many benefactions it contained lead to the same oonclusion. 

Letters patent, dated the 19th of March, 1614, authorizing the 
foundation of the Charity, including the School, had already been 
granted by King James I. "at the humble petition and request " 
of William Jones. In the letters it was ordained, that there should 
be in future for ever in the Town of Monmouth, one almshouse 
for the inhabitation, relief, and perpetual maintenance of poor people, 



(1). See ** Endowed Charities of the City of London," pub : 1829, to which the writer is indebted 

for many particulars gpven in this chapter. 
(2). Previously to the 14th of July, 1614. 
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and also one free grammar school for the instruction and education of 
boys and youths in the Latin tonjjfue and other more polite literature 
and erudition, and that the said almshouses should thenceforwards for 
ever be called, " The Almshouse of William Jones, in Monmouth, 
in the County of Monmouth," and that the same school should thence- 
forward be for ever called, *' The Free Grammer School of William 
Jones, in Monmouth, in the County of Monmouth," and that the Alms- 
hoube should consist of 20 poor persons, and the School, of one 
School-master, and one Under-Master ; and it was also ordained 
that there should be in the town aforesaid, one preacher of the divine 
word, to perform divine service in any church within the sametowrn, or 
in the Almshouse aforesaid; and the letters patent appointed the Master 
and four Wardens of the fraternity of the art or mystery of Haber- 
dashers in the City of London, and their successors, governors of 
the same Charities, and constituted them a body corporate, by the 
name of "The Governors of the Possessions, Revenues, and Goods 
of the Almshouse and Free Grammar School of William Jones, in Mon- 
mouth, in the County of Monmouth," with power to purchase and 
possess manors, messuages, lands, &c., for the support and maintenance 
of the same charities, not exceeding the annual value of £200, (^) 
to have a common seal, to appoint the poor in the Almshouse, the 
Schoolmaster, and Under-master, and also the Preacher, to make laws, 
statutes, decrees, and ordinances, for the good rule and governance of 
the Almshouse and School, the Alms-people and Scholars. A special 
power is also given to the governors, of purchasing and possessing, 
to them and their successors, any one or more parcel or parcels of land 
within the town of Monmouth, the liberties and precints of the same, 
as should be necessary and convenient, as well for the erection 
and building of the aforesaid Almshouse and Free Grammar School, as 
of houses for the Preacher, Schoolmaster, and Under-master, not 
exceeding the quantity of two acres of land. (^) 

When the second portion of the Manor of Hatcham was purchased, 
it was thought better to procure a further grant or license for this 
particular purpose, and Sir John Brooke undertook to do this as 
already stated. He seems to have very promptly kept his promise, for 

(1). This restriction does not appear to have been closely enforced. 

(2). Fiom " The Endowed Chanties of the City of London," 1829. See also appendix xii. 
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the further letters patent are dated the 9th of November in the same 
year (1614). In this document the powers granted in the previous 
letters patent are confirmed, and permission is given to the Governors 
of the Almshouse and Grammar School to purchase this estate of 
Sir John Garrard and the other grantees, and declaring that it should 
be had by them in full impletion and compliment of the annual value of 
^150 as parcel of the clear annual value of £200, which the Governors 
were empowered to hold by the former letters patent. 

From the dates of the purchase deeds it is evident that the property 
forming the present endowment of the Charity was purchased during 
the last year of the Foundei's life, when he was residing at Hamburgh, 
and doubtless he not only advanced the money, but also took steps 
during his lifetime, as the first letters patent clearly show, to carry out 
the benevolent intentions he entertained towards the town of Mon- 
mouth. He, however, died before the arrangements were completed, 
but he took care that provision should be made in his "will" for 
carrying them out after his death, for in it was included the following 
bequest : — 

" I give to the Company of Haberdashers in London, the sum of nyne 
thousand pounds, of currant money, to ordaine a Preacher, a Free School, and 
Almes-houses for twenty poor & old distressed people, as blind and lame, as 
it shall seem best to them, of the Towne of Monmoth, where it shall be 
bestowed. Of this nyne thousand pounds, six thousand pounds ( i ) is already 
payd to the Company of Haberdashers, for there remaineth yet three 
thousand pounds to be payd unto the Company of Haberdashers, by my 
Executors within a yeare after my decease." 

Any difficulty that might have arisen owing to the Statute of Mort- 
main (^) was removed by the letters patent, dated the 19th of March, 
1614. 

The remaining £1,000 was paid by the Founder's executors ; 
but the cost of the buildings at Monmouth, which came to £3,400, 
added to the amount of the several purchases, made an aggregate 
expenditure of ^10,580, exceeding by £1,580 the sum received for the 
establishment of the Charity from William Jones's estate. Towards 
making up this excess the Company must have applied a legacy of 



1). Towards the end of the " will " it is stated that £8,000 had been paid. 
2). According to the Statute of Mortmain, all bequests for charitable purposes must be made 
not less than twelve months before death. 
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£1,000 (^) given to them by William Jones for their trouble in 
managing his several charities ; and the rest, together with the 
expense of the conveyances and letters patent, seems to have been 
defrayed from their private funds. 

It is worthy of special notice that the Company acted very liberally 
in this matter and to this fact reference will hereafter be made. 

Before the end of the year 1614 then, the whole of the Manor 
of Hatcham Barnes had come into the possession of Sir John Garrard 
and others. They continued to be the nominal holders until 1623. 
By indenture of bargain and sale dated 16th of November of that year, 
Sir John Garrard, Messrs. Ofiiey and Bond, in consideration of 5 sc, 
and in performance of the trust and confidence in them theretofore 
reposed by, and for the use of, the Governors, and to the intent that the 
said Governors and their successors should for ever thereafter perform 
the same trust and confidence, conveyed to them all the Charity 
property at Monmouth, which stood in their names, as well as the 
Manor of Hatcham Barnes. This was done under the powers given by 
the two letters patent of the 19th of March and 9th of November, 1614. 

Soon after the Manor came into the Company's possession it 
appears to have been let for £320 per ann : and it was held by several 
successive tenants at that rent. 

It will now be necessary to turn from the case of Monmouth 
to that of Newland. No steps were taken by William Jones during his 
lifetime for the foundation of this Charity, but there is the following 
bequest in his " will " : — 

"I give to the parish of Newland, in Gloucestershire, to the poore there, 
& for the maintenance of a preacher, the sume of ffive thousand pounds 
of currant money in England, to be payd by my executors into the hands of 
the Company of Haberdashers, within a yeare after my decease, to be 
by them bestowed as above ; as it shall seem best in their reasons and 
discretions, alwayes for the poore and a Preacher." 

The "will" was proved in London on the 6th day of October, 1615, 
and the whole amount was paid by the executors before the 25th 
of November, for on that date X 1,000 of this money was ordered to 
" be delivered out at Interest, out of which Interest the Lec'r there (*) 
shallbe payd his yearlie stipend from the Lady Day next." 

(1). See appendix xi. 
(2). In Newland. 
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The rate of interest is not stated but, as the Lecturer was paid one 
hundred marks a year, equivalent to £66 13s. 4d., it must have 
been high, and no doubt the Company took care that the security was 
good. However, on the 20bh of June in the following year, a further 
amount of "£2,000 of tlie money receaved for Mr Jones his business at 
Newland" was ordered to be ''lent to the East India Company at 
Interest after YIII per cent upon a bill to be taken for the same under 
the seale of the said Company." 

Those were glorious days for money lenders evidently, and in decided 
contrast with the present time, when people are duly thankful for half 
that rate with decent security. 

The letters patent for the establishment of this Charity are dated 
the 20th of July, 17 James I. (1619). In these letters patent, after 
reciting Mr. Jones's " will," it is stated that an almshouse and 
preacher's house had been already erected. This had been done during 
the years 1616-17. Some premises described as consisting of a mes- 
suage, yards, gardens, &c., and a close adjoining, containing two acres, 
were purchased and conveyed to trustees for the Company by deed 
of bargain and sale, dated lOf.h April, 14th James I. (1616), on which 
were erected a dwelling-house and offices for a preacher, and also 
an almshouse. This conveyance is not now in the Company's pos- 
session; the only knowledge they have of it is from a short note in the 
old book entitled : " The state of the charities," which does not 
mention the purchase-money, and the accounts of that period not being 
now in existence, there are no means of ascertaining what was the cost 
of the purchase and of the subsequent erections. 

The letters patent go on to say that it was, on the petition of the 
Master and Wardens of the Company, ordained, amongst other things, 
that there should be in the parish of Newland competent housing for 
the habitation of one preacher of the Word of God, within the parish, 
and an almshouse for sixteen poor people, to be called "The Almshouse 
of William Jones, in the parish of Newland in the county of Glouces- 
ter ; " the Master and four Wardens of the Art or Mystery of 
Haberdashers, and their successors, were appointed Governors of the 
said Charity, and were made a body corporate, by the name of " Gover- 
nors of the possessions, revenues, and goods of the Almshouse of 
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William Jones in the parish of Newland, in the county of Gloucester ;'* 
with power to appoint the preacher and almspeople, to make laws, 
statutes, and orders concerning the placing, stipend, and salary of the 
almspeople and lecturer ; the admission, election, expulsion and re- 
moval of the almspeople and lecturer; and for the good rule and 
government of the same almspeople, and to possess lands not exceeding 
the annual value of £200 ; and it was ordained that all the profits of 
the lands to be purchased for the aforesaid purposes should be converted, 
disposed, and expended in the sustenation and maintenance of the poor 
of the almshouse and preacher, for the time being, and to the repara- 
tion of the houses, lands, &c., to be purchased. (') 

Previously to the granting of these letters patent, a Committee had 
been appointed by the Court, that met on 22nd November, 1616, con- 
sisting of the Master and Wardens, then about to be elected, with Mr. 
Smith, Mr. Ven, Mr. ffreeman, and Mr. Davies, Assistants, to purchase 
lands for the Newland Charity, and also for the support of nine pen- 
sioners of the Company, for which purpose William Jones had 
bequeathed £1,440. (') They were "earnestly entreated to take care 
and paines in this business." It was not, however, till 1622 that this 
order was carried into effect, for reasons which will be given in a 
future chapter especially devoted to an account of the Newland 
Charity. In a minute, dated 20th November of that year, it is stated, 
that *' report was made to this Court of the goodness of the title of the 
land in Huntingdonshire after consultation with Council," and the 
purchase was ordered to be made. 

The land referred to consisted of two manors or farms in the parish 
of Eynesbury. about one mile from S. Neot's — Caldecote and Puttocks, 
now called Eynesbury, Hard wick. These two farms still appear to be 
of much the same extent as they were in the early part of the seven- 
teenth century. Caldecote Manor now consists of a farm 468 acres 
1 rod 2 poles, and woods and plantations 45 acres 1 rod 8 poles, and this 
was in the owner's hand in 1894, for no rent was obtainable for it. 
Puttocks Hardwick now consists of a farm 428 acres 3 rods 11 poles, 



(1\ See •• Endowed Charities of the City of London." 



See **wiU/' appendix XI. 
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and woods and plantations 26 acres 2 rods 7 poles. The rental in 1894 
did not pay interest at 4 per cent, on the money the present owner had 
expended on new farm premises and draining. So much for the present 
state of agriculture. These farms are now both owned by F. Pym, Esq., 
of Sandy, Bedfordshire, and are about half a mile apart. 

According to the minute book of the Company, Sir Oliver Luke was 
the possessor at the time of the purchase ; the yearly value of both was 
^280, and as the Company had '* neither mone}' nor lycense to pur- 
chase above £200 p'r annum wch is to be for the mayntenance of the 
preacher or poore in Newland according to Mr. Jones his will. There- 
fore it is ordered by this Court, (^) that the Master and Wardens shall 
take course for the sale of the overplus above £200 p'r ann : in such 
sorte as they shall thinke fitt." ('") 

The deed of bargain and sale is dated the 8th October, 1622, 
whereby Sir Oliver Luke and his trustees, in consideration of £4,500, (^) 
conveyed to Messrs. Offley and Bond, two members of the Company 
alreadj' mentioned more than once, and their heirs, the manors or 
lordships of Caldecott, otherwise Caldecott Wield, Hardwicke, alias 
Puttocks Hardwicke and several messuages and lands in the County of 
Huntingdon. 

In the deeds of conveyance Sir Oliver Luke covenanted, " That if 
the ffeoffees named by the Company shall before the 1st of May, 1625, 
dislike to keepe those landes and shalbe mynded to reconvey the same 
to the said S'r Olyver and thereof give liim notice. That then hee shall 
the first of Xovember after repaie the money paid for the same and the 
ffeoffes covenant to reconvey the said lande upon such repaym't." 

The Company seemed to have had some doubt as to whether it was 
desirable to hold for the purpose property so distant from London, when 
travelling was so difficult and involved considerable inconvenience. In 
consequence of this condition on which the purchase was made, a 



(1). Oct. 11th, 1622. pre^^ou8 to the appointment cf the Committee before mentioned. 

(2). This does not appear to have been carried out. 

(3). As the entire amount bequeathed by William Jones was only £5,000, it is almost certain, 

taking into consideration the expenses of building and purchases at Newland, that 

a portion of this must have been advanced by the Company. 
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Committee was appointed on 3rd August, 1624, to visit this estate and 
to consider " whether it be fitt for this Companie to hold the said 
purchase." 

This was accordingly done, and on 20th of October following they 
reported " That it is verie fitt for the Company to hold the said pur- 
chase," and the property was therefore retained for the purpose of 
the Charity. 
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teenth century. In a previous chapter an ace 

merciless wfty in which the City Compmies were i 

those trying times. Forced loans were exacted 

pretext, and of course never repaid. The enonno 

perty by the great fire of London in 1666 oompletei 

losses. The state of these societies was a pictur 

sufferings which were experienced during this no 

no cause of wonder, then, that the latter part f th 

and the beginning of the eighteenth century wa ; 

poverty, and indeed of absolute insolvency, to aU d ff d 

more than the Haberdashers' Company. This w II pi m te 

dated the 15th of April, 1674 :-- 

" This Court now Butering upon further debate ii d d f h 

<k)mpany's Debts and eagagements & S'r John Lawrence w ti Mr. Aske &. Mr. 
Prestwood now reporting what advise learned Counsell bad given touchizig 
the same, in order to the more cleare and satisfactory proceedings of tMa 
Court in pursuance of that advise ; It was In the first place resolved that 
tliere shalbe a view and Survey taken of th? Mannor and Lands att Hatcham, 
which belong to this Company, in order to tlie sale of the Revercoo & Inheri- 
tance thereof, reserving the present Rent of £320 per ann : for ever. And to 
this end tliis Court did desire S'r Tliomas Player, Mr. Aske, Mr. Frefitwood, 
Jlr. Warden Kirkhem, Mr. Meacall. Mr, Honeylove, Mr. Hama & Mr. P. 
Daniell, or any 4 or more of them, to take a view of the sayd Mannor & 
Lands, & the true and utmost value thereof, S they are to be warned and de- 
sired CO meet at the Exchange on Friday in Easter week att T o'clock in the 
morning, & take with them such Surveyors as they shall tliiuke fltt, and make 
their report to the next Court of Aasietants." 



i 
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At this Court the sale of several lands and houses was ordered for 
the payment of the Company's debts. 

The Committee lost no time in carrying out the order given at this 
Court, for they made their report on the 30th of the same month 
(April), in which they gave an " accompt of their view of the Manner 
& Landes att Hatcham the result whereof was ; That they did appre- 
hend upon the best examinacon of the Particulars and Rents payed by 
the severall occupyers, that the whole is worth upon Improvement above 
the Rent of £320 per ann : payd to the Company, att' least £320 per 
ann : more, and thereupon this Court resolved, That endeav'rs should 
be used by the members of the Court to find out a Purchaser for the 
Revercon, reserving the sayd yearly Rent of £320 for ever for payment 
of Mr. Jones his uses at Monmouth, & in particular Mr. Lovell was de- 
sired, as from himselfe, to mencon the same to one S'r Thomas Bond 
whom he thought might be a Person likely to deale with the 
Company." 

Nothing seems to have come of this proposal, but the difficulty the 
Company experienced in meeting their obligations became more press- 
ing during the summer. On September 4th a Committee was appointed 
to enquire what estates that still remained could be sold, and, where 
any lands were charged with payments for charitable purposes, what 
the overplus was worth. An appeal was at the same time made for 
voluntary contributions towards the payment of the Company's 
debts. 

This Committee made a long report on the 19th of the following 
month, recommending the sale of considerable property in London and 
Ireland. With regard to the estate bought with the money left by 
William Jones, they stated that " the Improvem't in Revercon of the 
Mannor and Lands att Hatcham after 22 yeares is valuable att about 
£300 Q) p'r ann : over and above the pr'sent Rent of £320 now payd 
for the same ; Wee are of opinion that, if the present Leases could be 
bought in which may cost about £3,000, then would the Rents of that 
Mannor and Lands pay & discharge all Mr. Jones his uses both att 
Monmouth and Newland with the nyne poor men att London, And then 

(IX This seems to have been too high an estimate. 
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the two farms in Huntingdonshire demised for £240 might probably be 
sold for near £5,000, whereby £2,000 might be gained to the Company 
for the end aforesaid." — That was towards paying off bonds of the value 
•of £6,000. 

There were reasons why the course here proposed was the better. 
In the first place the farms referred to were a considerable distance off, 
and that was a cause of great inconvenience when travelling was slow 
and expensive. In the second place, there was a great deal of trouble 
at times in getting the rents ; and thirdly, the annual rental of this 
iproperty had deteriorated. On the contrary, Hatcham was within four 
miles of the City and, in spite of the troublous times, was steadily 
xising in value. Anyhow, the extract from the minute book given above 
deserves to be written in letters of gold, for it is not too much to say 
that it saved the Monmouth Charity. Just imagine what its present 
-condition would be with a magnificent revenue of £320 per annum ! 

It was not long before purchasers were found, for on 23rd of the 
January following (1675) deeds and conveyances for the Manor of 
Caldecott were signed and sealed to Richard Blackall and Sampson 
Toovy and their heirs for eighteen years' purchase, subject to a chief 
rent of nineteen shillings and fourpence a year. The annual rental was 
£122, and the price paid was £2,221 17s. 8d. 

On the 17th February the farm of Puttocks Hard wick, then let to 
John Godman at the yearly rent of £126, Q) was sold to Mr. Ashby 
for nineteen years' purchase, or £2,394. 

The deeds in both cases were executed by the surviving trustee 
and the Master and four Wardens, the Governors of the Newland 
<]/harity. 

The rental of these two farms at the time of the purchase in 1622 
is stated to have been £280 per annum, but at the time of the sale it 
was £248. This fall in value was owing to the unsettled condition of 
the country caused by the Great Civil War, {^) followed by the very 
unsatisfactory state of things after the Restoration in the reigns of 
the Stuarts. The price obtained for the whole of the property, however, 
was £4,615 17s. 8d., whereas it had been purchased for £4,500. 

(1). In 1626 this form was let on lease to one Henrie TNiyford for £156. 
(2). See Chapter XVII. 
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It was stated in a previous part of this chapter that the annual 
rental of Hatcham Barnes, soon after its purchase on behalf of the 
Company, was £320. In the year 1665 it was in possession of Thomas 
Pepys, Esq., under a lease granted to George Price for forty years 
from Lady Day, 1657. Pepys surrendered that lease, and on the 9th 
of March, 1665, two fresh leases were granted for the remaining term 
of thirty-two years, for the same aggregate rent of £320, viz., to one 
Thomas Pepys of part of the estate for £180 a year, the other to a man 
named Bowles of the remaining part at £140 ; no adequate considera- 
tion seems to have been given for these long leases, and the rent was 
considerably below the actual value of the property. 

The custom of granting or renewing leases at rents less than the 
value of the property, on payment of fines, was the universal practice 
down to the present century, even in the case of ecclesiastical estates. 
It did not necessarily follow that the Governors on the whole made any 
profit on these transactions. The lessee usually covenanted to lay out, 
sometimes a considerable sum, in buildings and other improvements, and 
no charge seems to have been made at this time for the management. The 
frequent visitations also to Monmouth and Newland, when travelling 
was an expensive item, were defrayed out of the corporate funds of the 
Company. 

This was the condition of the Hatcham Barnes estate in 1675, when 
the Huntingdon property was sold for £4,615 17s. 8d. 

A portion of this money was applied in accordance with the order 
made in the minute of the 19th of October, 1674, and Pepys received 
£2,047 and Bowles £920 for their respective leases, making £2,987 in 
all. The balance of £1,628 17s. 8d. was ordered to be used for the 
general purposes of the Company. It has been already stated that 
£1,580 had been expended on the buildings at Monmouth and the 
purchase of the Hatcham estate at the time of the founding of the 
Charity, out of the funds of the Company, beyond the £9,000 given by 
William Jones. One, among other excuses for the transaction above 
mentioned, lies in this fact. Q) It was now a time of insolvency and, on 
the ground of being just before being generous, it was found necessary 

(1)l The a4xx>uiit8 relative to the founding of the Newland Charity are not in existence, but it 
is by no means unlikely that the Company spent more on it than the £5,000 bequeathed by 
William Jones. 
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to restore to the funds of the Company the money that had been 
advanced in comparatively prosperous days. 

On coming into possession of these two leases the farms at Hatcham 
Barnes were let to several tenants, and the rental of the whole 
amounted to .£550. Out of this sum the payments ordinarily made on 
account of the Newland, as well as those of the Monmouth, Charity, 
were defrayed; the annual charge for the former being at that time 
only .£157 ITs., Q) and of the latter .£312 13s. 4d., amounting in 
all to .£470 10s. 6d. Q) This, however, did not include the repairs to 
the almshouses and sundry charges. 

Things went on in tliis way till 1697, when the two leases which 
the Governors had purchased from Messrs. Pepys and Bowles expired. 
Owing to the insolvent state of the Company, from causes already 
stated, the payments to the Newland Charity were not regularly kept 
up, and this led to an information being filed in the Hilary term of 
1697 by the Attorney General at tlie relation of tlie inhabitants of the 
town of Xewland, and the poor of the almshouses founded by Mr. Jones* 
and the then lecturer of the Newland Charity, against the Haber- 
dashers' Company, the prayer of which was to have an account and 
discovery of how the sum of .£5,000, paid to the Company by Mr. Jones^ 
on account of the Newland Charity, had been disposed of, and what 
lands the defendants had purchased for such Charity ; and the yearly 
value thereof ; what they had laid out in buildings ; and that the de- 
fendants might perform the trust reposed in them by Mr. Jones's will. 

This was referred to one of the Masters of the Court of Chancery, 
who reported theron, and a decree was made on the 13th December, 
1701, in which it was ordered that the Company sliould make good and 
be charged with £200 per annum to the Charity at Newland, and that 
the Company should set out of their own lands of inheritance or else 
purchase as much lands of inheritance as would effectually answer to 
the said Charity .£200 per annum, and that were not subject to any 
other charities or incumbrances. 

The Company did not obey this decree, but appealed against it to 
the House of Lords, and consequently a sequestration was issued in 

(1). The pay of the Newland Ahnspeople had been reduced to two shillings weekly during the 

Civil War. See note iii. at the end of the chapter. 
(2). See note i. at the end of the chapter. 
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January, 1704, on behalf of Newland against the estate at Hatcham 
Barnes, and against the Company's Hall and adjoining premises. This 
brought Monmouth into the fray, Q) and between the two the Company 
seem to have had a hot time of it, for another information was filed by 
those interested in this Charity against them, and also against the 
inhabitiants of Newland, setting forth that Hatcham Barnes belonged 
to the Monmouth Charity. Eventually a decree was made by the 
Court on the 10th of July, 1708, of which it will be sufficient to say, 
that it gave to Monmouth, from the date of the expiration of the two 
leases in 1697, all the rents and profits of the manor and premises at 
Hatcham Barnes, and the sequestration against this property was dis- 
charged. It was further ordered that a receiver of the income arising 
from this property should be appointed by the Court of Chancery with 
the approbation of the Master and four Wardens of the Haberdashers' 
Company, as also the lecturer of Monmouth, and of the master and 
usher of the school. 

Up to recent times this decree has been in force. The leases of the 
estate have been granted under the authority of the Court of Chancery, 
and the receiver annually passed his accounts before a master, and 
paid his balances, if any, into that Court. 

The Monmouth Charity soon benefitted by this arrangement, for on 
the 25th of June, 1714, the salaries of the officials and almspeople were 
increased and the payments amounted to .£437 instead of ^312 
138; 4d. O 

It was not till the 3rd of August, 1852, that an order was made by 
the Court of Chancery directing that the Receiver should be discharged 
and possession of the estates be delivered to the Governors, the 
dividends upon the funds in Court be paid to them, (') and an account 
of the receipts and expenditure should be annually published in some 
newspaper at Monmouth. The effect of these orders was to enable the 
Governors to manage the estates without the direct control of the 
Court of Chancery under which they had been for 150 years. (*) 



(1\. See note V. at the end of the chapter. 
i2) See note i. at the end of the chapter. 
[8) The dividends on these funds amounted to £405 per annum. 

(4). Since the appointment of the Charity Commissioners in 1853, the superior control has been 
vested in them. 

F 
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Returning again to the case of Newland, it is evident that the 
effect of all this litigation was to exclude this Charity from any further 
share in the rents of the Hatcham estate. The part of the money 
(£2,987) realised by the sale of the farms in Huntingdonshire, with 
which the two leases at Hatcham were purchased, was entirely sunk 
when those leases expired, and the Company was ordered to make 
it good up to the amount allowed in the letters patent for the found- 
ing of the Charity (viz. £200 per annum), according to the decree of 
the 13th of December, 1701, as already stated. 

If this order could have been carried out, the Newland Charity 
would again have been placed in a satisfactory position, and if lands of 
inheritance had been purchased at a short distance from the metropolis 
as contemplated, and had been done in the case of Hatcham, the 
Charity Commissioners in these days would have had an opportunity of 
interfering and disposing of the surplus funds according to their 
own devices. The Court of Chancery could make decrees, but, 
unfortunately for Newland, the axiom " ex nihilo, nihil fit " (') holds 
good in things financial as well as in things physical. All the Courts 
in the world combined have never yet been able to solve the problem 
as to any method of extracting money from an empty exchequer. The 
Haberdashers' Company had been stripped of all its possessions, except 
the hall, and was in a state of insolvencj'. This was an insurmount- 
able difiiculty with which the inhabitants of Newland had to reckon 
and they were obliged to recognise the fact. The Company could not 
meet the obligations imposed on them and thej' had to come to terms. 

The sequestration against the hall and adjoining premises 
remained in force after the decree made on the 10th of July, 1708, had 
set the Hatcham estate free. The arrears due to Newland, which had 
not received any money for some time, were paid and eventually 
an agreement was come to between the Churchwardens and Overseers 
of the poor at Newland and the Company, whose finances were at that 
time in so distressed a state that they could not maintain their accus- 
tomed payments. Fnder this arrangement Newland in 1714 " thank- 
fully " accepted £33 Ss. 8d. for the Lecturer, and Is. each per week for 
the Almspeople and for their gowns £6 : making the total annual 

(1). Out of nothing, nothing comes. 
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disbursements only .£80 18s. 8cl, No doubt these were the best terms 
they could get and they mournfully, as well as " thankfully," came 
to the conclusion that " half a loaf was better than no bread." It may 
be well imagined that the lives neither of the unfortunate Lecturer nor 
the Almspeople were shortened by too luxurious or self-indulgent 
habits. These payments were exactly half of what they had formerly 
been. 

This continued till 1729, when, at the request of Mr. Justice 
Probyn, the allowance to the poor was augmented by the Governors to 
Is. 6d. a week and the "Preacher's'* allowance to £40; and again at 
a Court held the 1st of December, 1731, a letter was read from 
the same authority desiring that the latter income should be raised in 
the same proportion as the " poors' pension." This was done, and it 
was ordered that the " Preacher " should have £50 a 5"ear from 
*' Michaelmas next." In a minute dated 28th of November, 1739, it is 
stated that, in accordance with an application made by Mr. Justice 
Probyn, the " Minister's " salary was raised to the original amount 
<£66 13s. 4d., and the poor to 2s. per week each. At this time the 
augmentation was ordered by the Governors to be from the previov^ 
Michaelmas. In 1813 this latter allowance was raised to 3s. weekly, 
but the Lecturer's remained as before, which does not seem quite fair. 
This made the annual payments amount to about .£230. A further 
addition of sixpence weekly was made to the Almspeople above eighty 
years of age. This, with other expenses, made the annual outlay about 
two hundred and sixty-five pounds. Q) So for the eighty years previous 
to the date of the last scheme, the Governors did "w hat they could, 
of their own free will, to make amends for the losses of the earlier part 
of the previous century, by expending from thirty to seventy pounds 
annually more than they were legally compelled to do by the decree of 
the 13th of December, 1701, which was confirmed in 1708. 

The injunction of that decree to appropriate or purchase lands 
of inheritance such as should effectually secure to the Charity £200 per 
annum, was never complied with, although an offer was made by 
the Company in 1703 of two farms at Hatcham. (^) The agent for 



(1). See note iii. at the end of the chapter. 

(2). These farms appear to hare belonged to the Monmouth Charity. It is not expressly stated 
what farms were offered. 
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ITewland objected, as this property did not fulfil the condition required. 
A special committee was appointed to attend to the management of the 
business, but further litigation ensued and, after this came to an end, 
the Company was not in a position to do it, nor indeed was it in their 
power when the decree was first made. As time went on and the 
Governors acted more liberally by the Charity than if land, of the 
value ordered, were purchased, the requirement was not pressed by the 
people of Newland. Under the last new scheme of 1893 the alms- 
people are better off than if they were dependant upon the rents of the 
two farms which had originally been purchased in Huntingdonshire for 
their support, as may be inferred from what has been stated about their 
present value. 

In reviewing the whole of these transactions it is necessary to bear 
in mind the points at issue. There were two opinions as to the con- 
ditions on which the estates at Hatcham and in Huntingdonshire had 
been purchased under the powers granted by the letters patent. 

On one side it was held, that the Company were authorised to 
acquire the estates as their own property for the purpose of securely 
placing out the money, bequeathed by William Jones, as a perpetual 
rent-(Jharge thereon. This was the view invariably taken by the Com- 
pany itself as evidenced by the fact, that a considerable amount greater 
than the bequest was laid out on the purchase of these lands, and this 
was taken from their corporate funds. In accordance with this view, 
these estates are always spoken of, in the minute books, as belonging 
to " this Company." C) 

If this had been the correct opinion, then all the " unearned 
increment" was their property, and they could apply it in any way they 
thought proper. 

On the other side it was held, that the Company were authorised to 
acquire these estates solely for the purposes of the Charities and that 
they were held entirely on trust for these, and no other objects. 

In this case the " unearned increment " belonged to the Charities. 

This latter view was taken by the law courts and gave rise to 
all the difficulties connected with Monmouth and Newland. That the 
former was the honest opinion of the Company, acting under high legal 

(1). The title of the Company to the Huntingdonshire estates must have been deemed satis- 
factory or they coula not have found persons \\illing to purchase. 
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advice, is perfectly clear from the minute books, nor had they the 
slightest intention of defrauding the Charities of what was justly their 
due. The Company were in great difficulties, owing to the oppressive 
way in which they had been treated by successive Governments and to 
other misfortunes, for which they were not to blame, and on these 
accounts they were not in a position to do more than was strictly 
in conformity with their legal requirements. Their whole subsequent 
conduct proves that they were not influenced by motives, other than 
what they believed to be right, for they have ever since loyally acted, 
not only in accordance with the orders of the Court, but of their own 
free will, have dealt generously with the x^ewland Charity, although 
they were under no legal obligation so to do. 

In order to complete this account of the revenues of these two 
Charities it is necessary to turn again to the estate at Hatcham Barnes. 
Until the year 1697, when all the leases dropped in, the amount paid 
for the support of the Monmouth Charity, out of the rents of this 
property, was restricted to £320 per annum, to which £5 a year may 
be added, for a part of the time, for a house at Monmouth, which 
was let and then sold in 1676 to a Mr. Belchier, an alderman of 
that town. During this period the income surpassed the expenditure 
by a small sum, certainly not sufficient for the charges of managing the 
trust. From that year, as already stated, all the rents of the Hatcham 
estate were declared by the Court of Chancery to belong to Monmouth, 
and in 1714 the several salaries, payable from the Charity, were 
increased on a report of the Master (in Chancery), under the provisions 
of the decree of 1708. Q) The income does not appear to have 
improved rapidly, for it remained stationary till 1763, when several 
leases dropped in and fresh ones were granted, (^) and in 1829 it had 
only advanced to «£780 per annum, but there was then an accumulated 
balance of £5,970 intended for repairs, &c. 

Large additions have been made to the funds of the Charity, by the 
sale of lands at New Cross to the Surrey and Croydon Canal Company 
in 1803, and since then down to 1852, to the South-Eastern, London and 
Brighton, and other Railway Companies, which were invested iji 3 per 
cent, consols. In 1853 the rents amounted to £1,324 per annum, and 



n.). Note i. at the end of the chapter. 
42) See notes ii. and iv. 
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the interest on this invested money to .£405. (^) The making of the 
railway gave an additional value to the estate, and it has been gradually 
built over and now forms a part of the ever-extending metropolis. 
During the present century several long leases, granted under the 
approval of the Court of Chancery, have dropped in. There were four 
of 150 years, each dating from 1763, Of these one was surrendered in 
1858, a second and third were purchased by the Company for the 
Charity in 1868 and 1874 respectively, and a fourth is still (1894) 
extant. In this latter year (1874) the rental was about .£2,670, and 
the dividends on funded property <£1,206, and in 1891 the amounts 
were .£8,477 and i^l,557 respectively, or more than c£ 10,000 in all. 

This is a splendid result of careful and judicious management, for 
which the Governors are justly entitled to no small an amount of 
credit. It is difficult to see the justice of depriving the people of Mon- 
mouth >f a large share of this income, ("') so long as the clear intentions 
of the noble and benevolent Founder are not fully carried out, and 
the town is debarred from some of the advantages it was meant 
to confer. 

In bringing this chapter to a conclusion, it may l)e remarked, that it 
is only fair to the Company to bear in mind, that any difficulties 
that may have arisen in the past were primarily caused by the dishonest 
way in which this and indeed all these Societies were treated by 
the ruling powers. They could not get repaid the large suras of money 
they were required to advance, and they were, in consecjuenco, reduced 
to a state of insolvency. Whatsoever may have been the mistakes in 
the distant past, they have been more than atoned for by the course the 
Governors have pursued, especially during the whole of the present 
century, when their own revenues were of very modest proportion 
indeed. (^) There is no adequate reason to doubt, that the members of 
this or any other of the great City Companies are influenced by 
any motives in their dealings with the Charities entrusted to their care, 
unworthy of the high character for integrity and generosity which has 
hitherto been the prevailing characteristic of the merchant princes 
of Britahi. 



(1). The funded property remaining in the Court of Chancery belonging to the Charity on the 
11th of July, 1853, was ^12,398 148. lOd. and £793 19s. 4d. cousoIh, which was produce<l by 
the sale of laud to the Railway Companies. 

(2). All surplus income is hereafter to be applied to the purposes f the Welsh Intermediate 
School Act.^^e note ii. at the end of chapter \\\\. 

(8>. See note ill. at the end of the chapter. 
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NOTE I. 

The annual payments to the Monmouth Charity at the foundation were 
as follows, which were increased by order of the Court of Chancery on the 
25th June, 1714 .— 



To the Lecturer ... 
To ditto for paying the poor . . . 
To the Schoolmaster 
To the Usher 
To the Almspeople 

Cloth for cloaks to the Almspeople once 
a year ... ... 

To the Schoolmaster to buy books 

To the Receiver 

To the Clerk to the Comany in lieu of fees 



1616 




1714 


£ s. 


d. 


£ 


8. d. 


... 66 13 


4 


100 





• • • 










... 60 





90 





... 30 





45 





.. 130 





195 





ce 

... 26 





15 





■ • . 




2 





1 ■ • 




25 





es 


4 


2 





£312 13 


£479 






In 1616 the Almspeople received 2/6 each weekly, in 1714 it was raised 
to 3/6. 

NOTE II. 

In 1822 the payments to the iMonmouth Charity were as follows, which 
were increased in 1S32 and 1841 : — 



To the Lecturer ... 

To the Schoolmaster 

To the Usher 

To the Almspeople 

Cloth for cloaks and gowns once a year 

Repairs (on the average) 

Allowed to the Schoolmaster for books 

for the School 
Insurance of Charity buildings 
Annual allowance for taking care of 

School clock ... 
Stamps on Tenants' receipts for Rents ... 
Incidental expenses, &c. 
The Recei ver's Salary 
Average annual expenses on passing 

the accounts, &c., at the Court of 

Chancery ... ... ... 23 6 6 



1822. 




1841. 




£ s. 


d. 


£ s. 


d. 


140 





175 





120 





230 





60 





130 





314 





417 





15 





16 10 





10 









2 









10 









7 


6 






18 








8 









32 










£735 12 2 
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In 1822 the Almspeople received 6s. each weekly ; in 1832 it was raised 
to 6s. 6d., and in 1841 to 8s. In 1865 the Lecturer's income was raised to 
£200, the Headmaster's to £264, and the Second Master's to £149. 

In 1832 the following is a brief statement of the accounts of the 
Charity : — 

£ s. d. 
Rental of estate at New Cross... ... 779 10 1 

Dividends on £6,685 16s. 5d., Three per 

Cent. Consols ... ... ... 197 11 6 



PAYMENTS. 



The Lecturer 
The Headmaster 
The Usher ... 
The Almspeople 
The Writing-master 
Other Expenses 



£977 1 7 



150 

170 

80 

338 

60 

133 12 2 



£931 12 2 
Leaving a balance of ... ... £45 9 5 



In 1853 the following statement is made of the accounts of the Charity :- 

£ s. d, 
Annual Income from Rents ... ... 1324 17 4 

„ „ from Dividends ... 405 7 5 



Total Income ... ...£1730 4 9 



ANNUAL PAYMENTS. 

For the objects of the Charity and 

Salaries ... ... ... 1185 

Small Repairs ... ... ... 18 

Casual and ordinary payments, including 
gas, insurance, rates, books and 
stationery, Visitors' expenses. Depu- 
tation expenses at New Cross, coals, 
postage, &c. ... ... ... 152 

Allowance to the Clerk ... ... 10 2 



£1365 2 



Leaving an annual surplus of ... £365 2 9 



Concerning InveHtnients. 71 

These payments do not include the commission hitherto paid to the 
Receiver, which has averaged £63 per annum. For 14 years previous to this, 
£3,829 were paid into the Court of Chancery, averaging £273 per annum. 

In 1823 there was an accumulated fund of £6,078 148. 6d., Three per Cent. 
Consols, standing in .the Accountant General's name in trust for the Mon- 
mouth Charity, which had been created under the directions of the decree of 
the Court of Chancery of the 10th of July, 1708. 
The annual disbursments in 1867 were : — 
For Almspeople and Lecturer 
„ the School 
„ General Expenses 



£ 


s. 


d. 


657 








730 








100 








£1487 









NOTE III. 
The payments annually made to the Newland Charity in 1624 and 1714, 
were as follows : — 



To the Lecturer ... 

To the 16 Almspeople 

Allowance to Almspeople for firing 

For Cloth, 3 yards each, at 6s. 8d. per yard 



1624. 




1714 


£ s. 


d. 


£ s. d. 


66 13 


4 


33 6 8 


104 





41 12 


8 







16 





6 



£194 13 4 £80 18 8 



In 1624 the Almspeople received 2s. 6d. each weekly. This was reduced 
to 2s. during the Civil War, and further reduced to Is. in 1714. These state- 
ments do not include repairs and other sundry expenses. 

In 1813 the payment to the Almspeople was raised to 3s. each weekly, but 
the Lecturer's remained as arranged in 1739. 

The following is an estimate of the annual expenditure on this Charity 
during the years immediately preceding the adoption of the scheme 
of 1893:— 

Expended in 1891. 
Almspeople 
Lecturer 
Coals 
Clothing 
Insurance 
Medical Attendance 
Sundries 



£ 


s. 


d. 


160 








69 


2 


10 


24 








15 








1 


2 


6 


5 








5 








£279 


5 


4 



In 1892 the total expenditure was £311 2s. 6d. 
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NOTE IV. 
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NOTE V. 

The following letter was addressed to the Mayor and Council of Monmouth 
by the Master and Wardens of the Haberdashers* Company : — 

London Ja'ry 29th 1703 

Gentlemen, 

Wee have received yours of the 22d Instant, and we appoint Ann 
Griffiths to supply the vacancy in yo r Almeshouse according to yo*r returne. 
Wee cannot but pr'sume but that you have heard & in a great measure know, 
that a very long and expensive suite has been aggravated and carrid on ag't 
us by some persons unknowne, on behalf of the Charity of Newland. "Wee had 
just reason to suspect, when that suit was first commenced, their Intentions 
of getting that Charity into their own hands, was the true reason, (altho' they 
have made other specious pr'tences for the doeing thereof), for if oth'rwise 
they would not have sent a Lre of their Complaints one day and a Spa (i> 
the next without so much as waiting for, or ever demanding, an answer from 
us, and that never since any overtures we could offer could meet with any 
tolerable acceptance. Had it not been in pure respect for the well doing of a 
charity that had been for so many yeares maintained by us, we should rather 
have delivered up the trust than engaged in so tedious and expensive a Suit 
as this has proved, (especially considering how unable we were to engage in 
such a chargeable suit). But, upon mature considerations, it was thought that 
the Compa : could not honourably yield up the same, having too much reason 
to suspect their intentions, which now are fully discovered, for they well 
know that we had no other lands than those at Ilatcham, being equally sub- 
ject to the charities of J^Jonmo' as to that of Newlaud, and that they have 
alwaies been applied to both charities. They have now, by virtue of a writt 
of Sequestracon, sequestered all the estate att Hatcham to amount of near 
£660 p. ann : and have forbid all the Tenants to pay any more rent to us, by 
which proceeding of theirs it seems they aime not only to have the govern- 
m't of Newland Charitie in their hands, but also that of Monmo'. We cannot 
sufficiently relate the concern we have upon us to think what distraction 
these proceedings will create, wcli we are heartily sorry is not in our power to 
prevent, and therefore, as this case stands, we hope you will not wonder if, 
since we cannot receive any part of the rents, we cannot jiay any more bills 
that may be drawn upon us. We will not i)r'tend to direct what measures 
you may take to retrieve y'rselves from this, their severe proceedings. But, as 
to that, do wholly leave the same to your own Judgem'ts to act as you shall 
be advised : haveing no more at pr'sent we subscribe. 

Gentlemen, 

Yo'r humble serv'ts, 

MAURICE MOSKLEV, Ma'r. 

JOHN GUMBLEY, 

THOS: CARPENTER, 

Wm. HUNT, 

DAN : WILLIAMS, Sen : 

(1.) Subpoena. 



" Wardens. 
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NOTE VI. 

Thb Almshousbs and Fbee Gbammab School of William Jones 

AT Monmouth. 

Account for the Year ending 25th of Novemher^ 1870, 



To 

1? 



RECEIPTS. 

Rents of the Charity Estates, Insurance Premiums 

repaid one year to Michaelmas 
Dividends on Funded Property 
Sale of Timber on Hatcham Estate ... 
London, Chatham, and Dover Railway Company 

for interest on Purchase Money for Land taken 
Ditto, repayment of Law Costs 
Capitation Fees (half), the other half received by 

the Head and Lower Masters 
Income Tax returned 



It 



Balance against the Charity 



£ s. d. 

2238 10 11 

1219 11 7 

126 

66 16 3 
72 9 10 

288 10 
126 10 

£4138 8 7 
68 12 1 

£42(^ 8 



Haberdashers' Hall, March 1st, 1871. 



PAYMENTS. 

By Rev. J. D. Watherston, Lecturer, one 

year's Salary to Michaelmas 
„ Ditto for compensation for removing 

and allowance for rent and taxes in 

lieu of house... 
„ Rev. C. M. Roberts, Headmaster, one 

year's fixed Salary to Michaelmas ... 
„ Ditto allowance for scholars 



£ 8. d. 



264 10 
152 10 



417 
^, W. Pitt, second master, one year's 
ttxed Salary ... £149 10 

„ Ditto, allowance for 

scholars ... £100 

249 10 



£ s. d. 
200 



200 
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£ 8. d. £ 8. d. 
By W, Roseveare, third master. Salary, 

including £20 allowance for rent ... 150 
„ £. Greenhow, Assistant Classical 

Master, one year's Salary ... 180 

„ W. M. Warlow, Mathemathical ditto. . . 150 

„ R. Earle, Writing Master, ditto ... 130 
„ J. Polgreen, Assistant English, three 

quarters ... ... ... 75 

„ M. Bartlet, French ditto, three and a 

half quarters ... ... 87 10 

„ O. Ramdohr, ditto, half a quarter ... 12 10 

„ F. A. Lane, Drawing ditto, one year... 100 

1551 10 

„ J. E. Fowles, Secretary to the Visitors 30 

„ Dr. Willis, Surgeon, one year to 

Christmas, 1869 ... ... 30 o 

„ S. Whitley, Nurse ... ... 39 

„ F. Smith, Porter, at 18s. per week ... 46 16 
„ L. B. Seeley, Examiner of the School, 

£20 and expenses ... ... 35 13 8 

„ R. R. Webb, one year's exhibition ... 60 
„ Twenty Almspeople, one year's pay at 

10s. per week each ... 520 

„ Cloaks, &c., for ditto ... ... 15 

„ Gratuities for ditto ... ... 2150^ 

„ Coals for ditto ... ... 28 a 

„ Repairs and painting of the Charity 

Buildings ... ... ... 53 6 1 

„ F. Watkins, plumber ... ... 10 

„ Cleaning School and Chapel ... 14 0^ 

„ Expenses of Choir ... ... 25 

„ Books, Stationery and Printing ... 55 2 

„ Sundries for School and Almshouses 40 16 11 

„ Advertisements ... ... 31 10- 

„ Gas ... ... ... 26 4 3^ 

„ Water supply for School and Alms- 
houses ... ... ... 14 2 

„ Rent of Cricket Field ... ... 15 0- 

„ Expenses of Deputations on viewing 

Monmouth and Hatch am Manor 

Estates, and on receiving Rent ... 62 6 1 
„ Fire Insurance (Monmouth and 

Hatcham) ... ... ... 69 19 
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£ s. d. £ 8. d. 
By Rates and Taxes ... ... 80 15 1 

„ Repairs on the Hatcham Estate ... 21 1 

Law Costs — arrears— allowed by the 
Charity Commissioners... ... 439 10 3 

Surveyor's Charges— 

London, Brighton, and South 
Coast Railway ... ... 69 17 

Crystal Palace Railway ... 89 13 

London, Chatham, and Dover 
Railway... ... ... 73 10 

233 



„ Labour and Painting on Farm and 

Cottages at Knighton ... ... 19 13 5 

„ J. Curtis, Clerk, one year's Salary to 

Michaelmas ... ... 150 

„ VV. Snooke, London Surveyor, ditto... 50 

„ J. F. Cobb, Knigliton Surveyor, ditto 10 

„ W. Dickson, Xentish Surveyor, ditto 7 10 

„ Accountant, ditto ... ... 20 



£4207 8 



1870. 

November 25, By Balance against the Charity ... £68 12 1 
JOHN CURTIS, Clerk. 



The Almshouse and Free Grammar School of William Jones 

AT Monmouth. 

Account for the year ending 2oth of November, 1890. 

Receipts. £ s. d. 

To balance in favour of the Charity on the 25th 
of November, 1889 

„ Rents of Charity Estates and Insurance Pre- 
miums (repaid), 1 year to Michaelmas 

-,, Dividends on Funded Property 

„ Capitation Fees, half (the other half received by 
the Head and Lower Masters) 

-,, Property Tax returned 

„ F. J. Oldham, contribution towards making 

up part of Pepy*8 road... ... ... 232 15 



4322 17 8 

7672 10 4 

1565 12 

235 3 4 

277 7 1 



£14306 5 5 
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EXPENDITUBE. £ 8. d. 

By Rev. W. M. Warlow, Lecturer, 1 year ... 200 

„ Ditto, allowance for rent, rates and taxes, in lieu 

of house ... ... ... ... 100 

„ Rev. C. M. Roberts, Head Master, 1 year ... 200 

„ Ditto, allowance for Scholars ... ... 22 10 

„ William Pitt, Second Master, 1 year ... ... 100 

„ Ditto, allowance for Scholars ... ... 66 

„ William Roseveare, Third Master, 1 year ... 200 

„ F. J. Ellis, Mathematical Master, 1 year ... _ 200 

„ Robert Earle, Writing Master, 1 year ... 180 

„ H. W. Peill, Classical Master, 1 year ... ... 250 

„ J. A. Chollet, French Master, 1 year ... ... 160 

„ John Polgreen, Assistant English Master, 1 year 170 

„ J. F. Tye, Science Master, 1 year ... ... 170 

., T. Lyons, Drawing Master, 1 year ... ... 75 

„ A. E. Clarke. Extra Master, 1 year ... ... 120 

„ Dr. Willis, Surgeon, 1 year ... ... 30 

„ W. Gardiner, Porter, 1 year ... ... 54 12 

„ A. Vizard, Secretary to Visitors ... ... 40 

„ Cleaning School and Chapel, 1 year ... ... 36 

„ Rev. D. J. Davies, Examination of Scholars and 

Expenses ... ... ... ... 63 

E. J. A. Phillips, J vear's Exhibition to Lady Day 25 

Ditto ditto, Michaelmas ... ... 30 

„ E. J. Roberts, 1 year's Exhibition to Midsummer 37 10 

„ John Price, ditto ... ... ... 37 10 

„ W. E. N. Dunn, ditto, Michaelmas ... ... 50 

„ Scholarships, 1 year to Michaelmas ... ... 40 

„ Apprentice Fee (Henry Price's bequest) ... 26 3 2 

„ Books, Stationer3^ and Printing ... ... 161 18 7 

„ Chemicals ... ... ... ... 31 16 7 

„ Rent of Cricket Field, 1 year ... ... 15 

„ School Athletic Sports' Fund, 1 year's sub- 
scription ... ... ... ... 20 

„ Twenty Almspeople, 1 year's pay at 10s. per week 520 

„ Mrs. Lewis, Nurse, 1 year. . . ... ... 52 

„ Extra Nurse ... ... ... ... 200 

„ Clothing for Almspeople ... ... ... 16 5 

„ Expenses of Choir, 1 year... ... ... 40 

„ Coals for Almspeople and School ... ... 65 9 6 

„ Gas and Water Rates ... ... ... 92 19 9 

„ Rates and Taxes (other) ... ... ... 175 15 5 



u 



»♦ 
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By Repairs (Monmouth) 

„ Ditto (Hatcham) 

„ Sundries for School, Chapel, and Almshouses ... 

„ Insurances, Monmouth and Hatcham 

„ Advertisements ditto 

„ Surveyor's Charges ditto 

„ Law Costs ditto 

„ Deputation Expenses, viewing the Monmouth 
and Hatcham Estates, and on receiving rents . . . 

,, xniieres u ... ... ... ... 

„ Estate Improvements 

„ Investment of portion of Cash Balance in Consols 
J. H. Townend, Clerk, 1 year's salary 
Henry Stock, Hatcham Surveyor, 1 year's salary 
Richard Pooler, Knighton Surveyor, 1 year's 
salary ..• ... ••• ... 

A. J. Hughesden, Accountant, 1 year's salary 
C. D. Knebel, Junior Clerk, 1 year's salary 
Petty Expenses and Postages 



»» 
»» 



£ 8. 


d. 


428 11 


7 4 


6 


46 5 


7 


628 1 


3 


4 3 


6 


431 1 


1 


43 4 


3 


80 6 


2 


26 3 


6 


2219 19 


8 


2000 





150 





100 





10 





75 





100 





16 13 


7 



£10242 14 
„ Balance in favour carried to next year's account 4063 11 5 



£14306 5 5 

Signed by order of the Haberdashers' Company, Governors of the Charity. 

J Hamilton Townknd, Clerk. 




CHAPTER VI. 

From the Founding of the Charity to the time of the Great 

Civil War. 1615—46. 



Lecturers: — Richard Sedgwick, 1615—17; Robert Brabourn, 1617. Head- 
masters:-— Zo\in Owen, 1615 — 17; Humfrey Crewys, 1617—39; Nathaniel 
Taynton, 1639. 




N a previous chapter an account was given of the founding of the 
Charity at Monmouth before the end of the year 1615, in 
accordance with the arrangements made by the Haberdashers' Company 
under the wiU of William Jones. The Lecturer was in residence, and 
the Almshouses were occupied by their first inmates, and the School 
had begun work under a Headmaster and Usher. The hours of study 
seem to have been long. Beginning work at seven in the morning, 
they continued tiU eleven. Just imagine that, in the cold, dark days 
of winter ! Four hours, too, at a stretch ! The scholars were required 
to Qome " decently and cleanly apparalled," which was, of course, very 
proper. The style of dress at that time was similar to that worn to 
this day by the boys of Christ's Hospital. At eleven the scholars were 
dismissed for dinner; but before going, some portion of a chapter of 
the New Testament out of Greek or Latin was rendered into English. 
They again assembled at half-past one, and went on till five o'clock. 
Before departure, a chapter out of the Bible was read, prayers used, 
and a psalm was sung. If steady work were kept up during these 
seven and a half long hours, the capacity for endurance of the teachers 
and boys of that generation would put to shame their modern suc- 
cessors. It is to be hoped that, during the short winter days, an 
excuse was found which enabled the poor fellows to dispense with 
what answered to the "farthing dip" of the earlier part of the present 
century. Q) 



(1.) The boys were expected to bring their own candles when light was required. 
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The reader may perhaps think that there was some compensation 
in the shape of more holidaj^s. Not much of it, at any rate. The 
Master was allowed, at his discretion, to dismiss the scholars at two 
o'clock on each Thursday in such weeks as had no holy day in them ; 
^' and instead of that, at the request of persons of worship and credit, 
any afternoon which shall seem convenient for that purpose." So the 
half-holidays were restricted to one in the week. Nothing, however, 
is said about Saturday, but it was not usual to have school on that 
day, and in this particular case, then, they scored over their modern 
successors. ' 

The vacations, of which there were three, did not err, certainly, on 
account of their excessive length. The Master, "being moved thereto 
by the toward times of his scholars, declared by their exercises fit for 
such purposes, shall permit the accustomed breaking up of school six days 
before the feast of the Nativity of oar Saviour." It is to be hoped that 
•everything was always satisfactory, and that the masters and boys had 
no alloy to the happiness they felt on being released after six months' 
unbroken school work. The return was on the Monday next after the 
Epiphany. This might be as early as the 7th, and not later than the 
13th, of January — about three weeks. The next vacation was from six 
■days before Easter till the Monday week after the Festival — just a 
fortnight. The third was from two days before Whitsun Day till the 
Monday next after Trinity Sunday, or ten days. About seven weeks 
in the year ! There is no mention of any other vacation, so, if this 
was earned out, there was an unbroken period of not less than six 
months till Christmas again came round. What would masters and 
boys of the present day say to this ? 

Even during these vacations, short as they were, the poor boys 
were worried with tasks, for they were to return ''with such exercises 
as may show the well spending of that time." It is needless to suggest 
the probability that the feelings of the boys were not consulted in the 
making of these regulations. The masters, however, seem to have had 
a somewhat better time of it, for the Headmaster was allowed to be 
absent from school for a period not exceeding thirty days, and the 
Usher not exceeding twenty dayp, in the year, provided they were not 
both away at the same time, which would certainly have been rather 
awkward, as there would have been no one to attend to the work. 
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This privilege some of the masters seem to have used to such an extent 
that they misunderstood its meaning, and fancied that days meant 
weeks. 

In order to keep up the discipline of the school, the Schoolmaster 
and Usher were ordered, once each week, "to keep general corrections^ 
for finding out what faults had been committed, and chastising the 
offenders." Among the "faults " mentioned are "absence from Church 
or School, negligence or misbehaviour there or elsewhere ; those vices- 
which reign amongst the ignorant and profane multitude, as swearing,, 
filthy talking, cursed speaking, contention, gaming, unthriftiness, and 
the like," were to be specially regarded, and were in no case to be 
suffered to go unpunished. Monday morning was the time usually 
selected for this purpose, and as the "birch," applied in a particular 
way, was the favourite instrument of torture at that time, and was 
also pretty freely used, no doubt there was much mourning and lamen- 
tation. Probably the rest and refreshment of Sunday fortified the 
masters for the work, so that it was performed, if not with zest, at 
any rate with such considerable efficacy that it left nothing to be further 
desired — by the unhappy culprits. (^) This may have given rise to the 
epithet of "black," which some of the more aged members of the com- 
munity may remember was very generally applied to the second day of 
the week in the times of their boyhood. 

The kind of diet on which all this was done is well known. In 
Alleyn's School at Dulwich, — and no doubt this is a fair specimen of the 
ordinary meals at that time, — the boys were allowed for breakfast a 
cup of beer and 3ozs. of bread. On three days in the week they were 
to have, both for dinner and for supper, a good mess of pottage, ^Ib. 
of good beef (boiled), 6ozs. of bread, and beer without stint. On other 
three days they had the same bread and beer, with pottage, but no 
beef, and instead, butter and cheese ; they had sometimes fish, some- 
times pear and apple pies. On Sundays they had at " open time " 
roast beef for dinner and roast mutton for supper. " Open time " 

(1.) The Writer knew an ancient Grammar School, in the first half of the present century, where 
the following was the method of procedure for the younger pupils in the case of grave 
offences : A big boy was called up to the Headmaster's desk, and was required to get the 



nether garments of the culprit into convenient order. The small boy was then mounted 

big b<"" 
assembled scholars with more or less energy, according to circumstances. This was called 



on the big boy's back, and the Master performed the operation with a birch before the 



"horsing," and was, as may be imagined, a great cause of terror to evil-doers. A hard 
form was not considered a particularly luxurious resting-place for a few days after the event. 
An older boy would have Seen exx)elled under similar circumstances. 
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meant the summer, because from October till April there was no fresh 
meat. No mention is made of vegetables. This is strange, because 
the return of vegetables at the table was by this time quite common. 
Perhaps the boiled beef included carrots and turnips. It will be 
observed, however, that the children were not allowed meat everj'^ day. 
Beer " without stint," and for boys of eight ! True it was very small 
beer, and, as the Irishman said of his claret, not a headache in a hogs- 
head ; or the farmer who complained that, if he drank such stuff all 
night, he "got no forrader." But still at the tender age of eight ! No 
wonder we became a toping nation. Even the " poore schollars " of 
eight to drink beer without stint ! Q) 

Well, notwithstanding " beer without stint," the lot of a school 
boy in those days was by no means an enviable one according to 
modem notions. Perhaps there were other advantages, not now 
known, which compensated for such hard treatment in times gone 

by. 

Nothing is known of the number of boys in the school when it was 
first opened, except that it was not to exceed " the convenient ability 
of the teachers for their profitable instructing of them, which to de- 
termine shall be referred to the master for the time being, and at the 
most not above the number of one hundred." There was an entrance 
fee of two shillings, but for the poorer sort it was reduced to sixpence, 
or something like half a guinea and half a crown respectively, accord- 
ing to the present value of money. This was divided between the 
Headmaster and Usher, the former taking two-thirds, and the latter 
one-third. With the exception of this payment, the school was free to 
all children, especially to those born in Monmouth, and then to others 
within the County. 

It might be considered a doubtful point as to how many scholars 
two teachers could " profitably " instruct. Certainly one hundred was 
a very liberal allowance. However, as it seems to have been left to 
the master's discretion, his opinion may have been influenced somewhat 
by the effect the entrance fees would have on his mind, although, truth 
to tell, the bribe does not seem to have been of much consideration, 
and he may have been guided by that higher sense of duty which every 
Englishman is at any rate supposed to possess. 

(1). From •• The Queen," 11th Feb., 1892. 
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The secular education was in Latin and Greek, which was taught 
in all schools at that time. So far as their religious teaching was 
concerned it was directed that, on one day in the week, the scholars^ 
should be catechised and instructed in the principles of the "Christian 
religion," and on every " Sabbath " and on all other days of holy 
assemblies they were to repair to Church and bring their books with 
them. The Masters were to take account how all profitted by the 
Christian exercises therein. (') It was part of the duty of the- 
Lecturer for the time being to visit the school, twice in every year, and 
examine the scholars and to report to the Master and Wardens of the 
Haberdashers' Company " all defaults therein by him to be found."" 
He was also required to deliver at least one lecture or sermon weekly 
in the parish Church, if allowed, or otherwise in the Schoolroom,, 
so that his duties were not particularly heavy, and his income would be 
equivalent to between three and four hundred a year according to tho 
present value of mone3% besides a house and garden. 

With reference to the almspeople themselves little need be said. In 
a minute dated 25th of November, 1615 : — 

** It is ordered that Mr. Wardens shall provide cloth for twcntie gowne* 
for Mr. Jones his Almespeople at Monmoth to be speedilie sent unto them." 

This was " against the feast of the birth of our Lord Christ." At 
the same time a scutcheon of silver was supplied to be worn " on the 
sleeve of their gown." This was continued till 1893, when it was abol- 
ished owing to the scheme of the Charity Commissioners, and the ancient 
silver badges were returned to the care of the Haberdashers' Company. 
It is difficult to assign any just reason for this piece of illiberality that 
has put an end to a custom, which had an unbroken tradition not far 
short of three hundred years. The weekl}^ payment was 2s. 6d., 
equivalent to 12s. 6d. now, and was therefore on a liberal scale. 
A special seal was ordered to be made for passing of the " businesses 
of Monmoth " and shown to the Court that met on the 20th of June^ 
1616, and " by them weU liked of.'. 

The first change in the personnel of the officers of the Charity 
took place very soon after it was founded, when Kichard Sedgwick (*) 

(1). See Appendix XIII,, Statutes VI. and VII 
' ira Sedirw 



2). Richard Sedguick was a native of Dereham, Norfolk, and was educated at Peterhouse, 

" i Church. A full account of him is gfiven in 
Brook, who speaks of him as an "eminent 



Cambridji^e. He apparently seceded from the^Church. A full account of him is given in 
**The Lives of the Puritans," by Benjamin 



minister.' 
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resigned the lectureship on the 26th of May, 1617, just two years after 
his appointment. A new chapel was erected at Wapping, London, of 
which he was chosen minister, and there he continued to the day of his 
death. He died in 1643, aged 69, and was therefore 43 years old 
when he moved from Monmouth. He left a widow, for whom he does 
not seem to have made a proper provision, because in a minute of the 
20th of November, 1652, it is stated that, "Upon the petition of Mrs. 
Sedgwick widdowe sett forth her poore estate and that her late 
husband Mr. Sedgwick was a godly minister and one that furthered 
the bounty and charitable benevolence of a worthy benefactor, Mr. 
Jones, with this Company, This Court was pleased to order the sum of 
five pounds bee given to her for her relief." 

On the 5th of August (1617), the vacancy was tilled up by the 
election, out of four candidates, of Tlobert Brabourn, who seems 
to have had relatives on the Court. The appointment was made 
" untiU the feast of the Arch : Michael, 1619," and it was added that, 
" if in the meantyme, by his good life and the profitable preaching 
of the word of God, he shall sufficientlie approve himself to the good 
liking of the sayd Company, then they are prepared to graunt the 
sayd place unto him for his life." This was certainly a long probation 
and the Company were evidently very cautious men. (^) However, 
Tlobert Brabourn succeeded in gaining their approval, and his appoint- 
ment was, in course of time, duly confirmed. 

In order to satisfy themselves that everything had been properly 
done, a deputation, consisting of three members, was appointed on the 
18th of the same month to travel to Monmouth and Newland "at the 
charge of the Company.'' They were directed to " view and survey 
the ffree Schoole and Scholars at Monmoth and to examine and enquire 
of the paines, care, and diligence and sufficiencie of the Schoole Mr and 
Usher therein, and whether they p'rform their duties according to the 
lawes and statutes made for the government thereof. And likewise to 
examine and enquire of the state, qualitie, condicon and behaviour of 
the Almespeople, both in Monmoth and Newland, and to reform all the 

(1). The Master and Wardens were requested by the Court to confer with Mr. Downam, 
the London Lecturer, Mr. Gattare and Mr. Squire, "preachers of the Word of God," 
and seek their counsel and advice before the election, so that the}' might be able to recom- 
mend •* one or more worthy and fitt men " for the office. 
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disorders in these things according to their discrecon, or otherwise to 
make report thereof to the next Court of Assistants, that, by them 
some speedie order may be taken for redress therein." 

The Deputation made their report on the 8th of October, in which 
they said that " they have byn at Monmoth and Newland, and have 
viewed the buildings there, and do fynd that the same are well 
p'rformed both for the strength and beautifulness of the buildinge and 
for the convenience of them and the convenient placing and situation 
of them, and that in such manner as doth fullie answere the trust, wch 
by Mr Jones was reposed in them. In wch jorney they have expended 
in charge the some of liV£ Vis., wch this Court have ordered shalbe 
paid unto them, by Mr Wardens, out of the stock belonging to this 
Company." 

Travelling was very expensive in those days. What would be 
thought now if it cost a small party of three, coming from London, 
above £250 to pay a short visit to Monmouth ! And yet that is about 
what the exjjense would be according to the present equivalent. The 
Company, too, paid it out of their own funds, so anxious were the}' to be 
" weU assured, that the trust reposed in them" was faithfully performed. 

In the School, however, though started under such favourable 
auspices, things unfortunately did not go on well. Notwithstanding 
the Headmaster s high recommendations, he was anything but efficient, 
and the number of pupils soon began to fall off, and complaints 
were made. At a Court, held on the 11th of November, 1617, a report 
was made of the "great negligence of Mr. John Owen, the School- 
master, in the performance of his dutic in the fFree School, by whose 
neglect the same Schoole is much disgraced, the number of scholars 
there decreased, and the Towne of Monmoth greatlie hindered." Mr. 
Basil Nicoll, the clerk, was ordered to write, " not only to Mr. Owen, 
requiring him to repair hither to answer the complaints against him. 
But also to the Maior, Bayliffs, and Common Counsell of that Towne, 
to certifie unto this Court the truth of his carriage and demeanour in 
the place of Schoole Master, that thereupon redress maie be speedilie 
had therein, according to the trust which Mr Jones, the founder 
thereof, reposed in this Company." 



Early History of the Monmouth Charity, 87 

Accordingly, on the 17th of the January following (1618), Mr. 
Owen appeared before the Court and admitted the truth of the com- 
plaints, "confessing that he found himself unable to take the paynes 
wch that place required, and thereupon did absolutely resign the sayd 
place of School M'r, desiring that they would make choice of some 
other to that place in his stead, while he desired that he might con- 
tinue till Ladie Daie next, to the end he might in the meantime dispose 
of his goods and things there." 

Acting on this arrangement, on the 11th of February, three candi- 
dates, having sent in their testimonials, it was decided to refer the 
matter to a special committee, who were to take the advice and opinion 
of Mr. Downame, the London lecturer, and such other preachers and 
schoolmasters as they should think fit. When they presented their 
report on the 7th of March, Humfrey Crewys, or Crewis, M.A., some- 
time Fellow of King's College, Cambridge, was appointed to the office 
which would be shortly vacant. 

Mr. Owen, however, repented of the course he had taken, for on 
1 4th of the same month, letters were read from him, as well as from 
"dyvors of the towne of Moumoth on his behalfe, together also with 
his revocacon of his former resignacon." The Company very properly 
stuck to their resolution and kept him to his word, and an order was 
made for Mr. Basil NicoU, the Clerk, to go with Mr. Crewys to Mon- 
mouth on Lady Day and place him in possession of the house and 
school. This brought Mr. Owen to terms, and an arrangement was 
made to the effect that he was to have, as a pension for three years, 
.£20 annually, or .£60 in all, out of tlie income of his successor. After 
having received i^lO, he petitioned to be paid the other <£50, in order 
that he might buy some preferment. Mr. Owen was evidently in Holy 
Orders, and the scandal of buying and selling benefices was then in 
vogue. As the prefix of " lleverend " was not used, it is difficult to 
know whether a man were ordained or not, if he held an office which 
was open to laymen. His request was granted, on condition that it 
was expended in the way suggested, " otherwise not,"' and nothing 
more is heard of Mr. Owen. 

The School flourished under the new Headmaster, for no complaints 
were made, and, judging from his antecedents, he was a capable man. 
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The Governors looked well after the Charity, and frequent visitations 
were made to Monmouth and Newland. One was ordered on the 7th 
of July, 1620, " to reform disorders, if anie," and report to the Court ; 
another in the summer of 162.*^ ; again, on the 3rd of August, 1624, 
and so on. 

Things appear to have gone on smoothly for several years, and no 
change occurred till 1632, when the ushership became vacant. The 
cause is not stated, but on the 20th April, 1632, William Yoyle, M.A., 
was appointed to that office, and consequently Uichard Owen had left 
or died. 

Mr. Crewys must have been well on in middle life before hia 
appointment to Monmouth, for on 28th of November, 1635, a "Mr. 
Jones, one who keepeth a Gramer Schoole, as heeaifirmeth, at or neare 
Hereford, made request to bee Assistant to Mr. Crewys, in regard of 
his inability to p'rforme that place, by reason of his great age and 
other weaknesses and infirmities of body. This Court gave him 
answere, that they were not yett reddy to make choice of an}' one for 
that purpose, but intend to seek and inquire for as fitt, sufficient, and 
able a man for that place as they can. And withall, that this whole 
Courte were of opinion, that, when they shall come to make such 
selection, the said Mr. Jones would not be ye man, as they conceave, 
upon whom they would confer that place, And therefore had called 
this Court of purpose to give him answere to avoid his stay and expen- 
ses here in hope thereof.*' 



So Mr. Jones got snubbed, no doubt deservedly, for his officious in- 
terference, and was politely sent about his business. The information, 
however, was correct, for, on the 7th of February following (1036), Mr. 
Crewys made request by his son that the Governors "would be pleased 
to make choice of and appoint a fitt and able man to bee his Assistant 
for the better execucon " of the duties of the place, and proposed to- 
give up half his stipend, or <£30, for the purpose. Mr. Yoyle was 
present, and requested to be nominated to the office, but, " after triall 
made of his abilities by two preachers of the Word of God," and of 
the same number of Schoolmasters, and of their report thereupon, the 
Court did not think fit to nominate him to the "execucon of the place 
of M'r of the said schoole," but they continued him as Usher. " It 
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being the still purpose and desire of this Courte, according to the trust, 
wch Mr. Jones, the founder, reposed in them, that the place of M'r 
should be supplied by the most able and sufficient man that they can 
meete with." 

The way in which the " triall was made " of Mr. Voyle's abilities 
does not appear, but, judging from this and a subsequent minute, it 
was made there and then by a vivd voce examination, and the School- 
master found out, if he did not know before, that it was much easier 
to ask difficult questions than to answer them. 

The Governors were not long in finding a man to their mind, and 
on the 12th of March Nathaniel Taynton, M.A., of Oxford, was 
appointed Assistant to Mr. Crewys, to receive £30 a year from him ; 
and it was to be understood that this was not to give Mr. Taynton any 
claim to the Headmastership, when a vacancy should arise. 

The way Mr. Yoyle acted, on the refusal of the Governors to 
appoint him to the office he sought, justified them in the course they 
had taken. As his stipend would not have been increased, if they had 
acceded to his request, it is clear that be looked upon it as a stepping- 
stone to the headmastership, and they had to take that into consider- 
tion when the matter was being discussed. Mr. Yoyle was evidently 
much annoyed, and so he took himself off in a most dishonourable way. 
In May of the following year (1637), it is stated that he had long been 
absent from his duties, and had accepted a place in Cheshire without 
giving any intimation to the Governors. He was clearly a man who 
had loose notions as to what was right. The Court under these cir- 
cumstances did not move hastily, but deferred action till the 1 6th of 
the following month, *' that both Mr. Yoyle may take notice and bee 
heard, if he pleases, and that others may have convenient notice." It 
was also agreed, " that Mr. Downame, Mr. Leech, Mr. Launce, ' preach- 
ers of God's Word,' and Mr. ffarneby and the Schoolemastcr of March't 
tailors schoole bee intreated, from this Courte, to bee that day at the 
hall for probacon and triall of those that shalbe suitors of that place." 

This was a formidable array of inquisitors for any young man to 
face, but faced it was, and Peter Gough, B.A., having gone through 
the " triall " satisfactorily, was duly appointed to the vacant office, 
and nothing more was heard of William Yoyle, who seems to have 
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treated the Governors with silent contempt. Perhaps he felt it due to 
his dignity to do so, seeing that, according to his own estimate of his 
deserts, their valuation was considerably lower than it ought to have 
been — a kind of thing not altogether unknown in this enlightened 
nineteenth century. 

Mr. Crewys died early in the year 1639, and on the 1st of March, 
the twenty-fourth anniversary of the election of the first Headmaster, 
Nathaniel Taynton was duly elected in his place on the recommenda- 
tion of Mr. Brabourn (the Lecturer), Mr. Symonds, (^) and the Mayor 
^nd Bailiffs, and very many of the better sort of the Town of 
Monmouth. 

Nothing is now mentioned in the minute book, with reference to 
the Charity, for some years. On the 25th of August, 1642, Charles I. 
unfurled the royal standard at Nottingham, and the civil war began. (*) 
In those days of anxiety and sorrow, when the future of the national 
welfare hung in the balance, men's minds were exercised with more 
serious matters than education or works of charity. The duties of the 
school must have been irregularly carried on, for in a minute dated 
the 19th of March, 1646, it was ordered that "Mr. Gough, late Usher 
of the fFree schoole in Monmoth, who was also absent from his charge 
for some months by reason of the troubles in those parts, shall have 
his full stipend paid unto him till Christmas last." 

In October of the previous year (1645), Col. Morgan, the Parlia- 
mentarian-General, had got possession of the Town, and it was never 
again recovered by the King's party. The Usher's absence was clearly 
due to this cause. No doubt he was, like his successor More Pye, 
a lloyalist, but unlike him had taken an active part in support of his 
political views, and so made himself obnoxious to the ruling powers, 
otherwise there was no reason why he should have taken himself 
off at that particular time, llather than return and run the risk, 
perhaps, of hard treatment, he had evidently sent in his resignation at 
Christmas (1646), and the Governors dealt gently with him and paid 
him his stipend, although he had not done the work. (^) 

The appointment was kept vacant for six months, tiU Midsummer 
(1^46), and Mr. Taynton, the Headmaster, was left alone to do 

(1). The Lecturer at Newland. 
(2.) See appendix IX, Note 5. 
<3). See appendix X. Note V. 
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all the teaching. No doubt, with a sadly diminished number of 
scholars, owing to those troublous times, he was well able to do with- 
out assistance. 

On reviewing the history of the Charity from its founding to 
this date, a period of thirty-one years, it seems to have been on 
the whole efficiently worked. Although there is no record of the 
number of boys in the school, it appears to have prospered. At the 
start it was not successful, for the Headmaster turned out to be an 
incompetent man, notwithstanding the very high testimonials he 
produced ; which is by no means an uncommon experience. He, how- 
ever, held the office only for three years before he resigned under 
the pressure that was brought to bear on him in consequence of 
the complaints that were made. His successor, Mr. Crewys, occupied 
the position rather more than twenty years till his death in 1639. At 
that time he is spoken of as a man of " great age," so he must 
have been well on in middle life when he first had the appointment, 
as already mentioned. He was apparently a man of scholarly attain- 
ments, for he was a FeUow of King's College, Cambridge, conscientious 
and painstaking in the discharge of his duties. This may be seen by the 
course he took when he felt his growing infirmities prevented him from 
doing justice to the School. Mr. Taynton had earned the approval of 
the people of Monmouth before he was appointed Mr. Crewys' successor, 
which was the best possible testimony to his efficiency. This is a 
convenient place to end the chapter, before going on to a curious old 
record, which gives most interesting details of the inner life of the 
School at this important epoch in the history of the English people. 





related till the town had been taken possession of by the parlia- 
mentary forces, and I'eter Gough, the L'aher, deemed it advisable 
to put aji end to his connection with the place. Raglan Castle was 
still held by the Marquis of Worcester in the interests of the Sing, and 
General Fairfax ultimately came with an anny to reduce the stronghold 
to Bubraiasion. The appointment at the School was kept vacant 
for sis months in that unsettled time, as already stated, and it was not 
till the 5th of June, 1646, that the announcement is made, that "the 
Usher's place was granted to More Pye, B.A." in succession to Peter 
Gough. This entry is of some importance, because Mr. Pye did what 
a great many people do, — he kejit a diary — and what is still n 
the point, that diary, or nither a part of it, has been handed down to 
the present generation. Who the new Usher was, does not appear, but, 
since the surname he bore is common in He i-e fords hii'c, and he had 
a brother-in-law residing in the town, no doubt his family couneetioos 
belonged to the neighbourhood. The diary itself has disappeared 
since 1859, but fortuaat«l3' a large part of its uont^nts has been 
preserved through the instrumentality of the late Mr. W. H. Greene, 
who published it in the Monmouth "Beacon" in that year. It was re- 
published in the " Weekly Mail " of the 15th of Juue, 1889. and, as it 
throws much light on the state of the School, it is given here, 

Mr. Pye entered ou his duties at Midsummer, 1646. Colonel 
Morgau (') had been ordered from Worcester to eommitnd in chief, with 
onlj' fifteen hundred men under Iiim, for the purpose of capturing 
Raglan Castle, After the reduction of Oxford he was reinforced with 
two thousand more, and on the 28th of June, 1646, sum.moned the 
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Marquis of Worcester to surrender, and, on his refusal, the siege was 
continued till General Fairfax arrived in August and took the com- 
mand. On the 7th of that month, a second summons was sent by him^ 
and eventually, on Monday, 17th, the garrison surrendered with all the 
honours of war reserved to them. The diary commences soon after 
these events had occurred, and the first entries were made in January, 
1647. Mr. Greene, Q) however, shall speak for himself and the whole 
is given below in his own words : — 

" In 1859 I copied from a curious old pocket book lent me by Mr. John 
Baker, of Overmonnow, Monmouth, some quaint memoranda illustrative 
of life in Monmouthshire in the time of the Parliamentary Civil Wars. The 
book was no less than a copy of the Merlini Anglice. Ephemeris, 1647, by the 
famous astrologer, William Lilly. It contained a large number of manuscript 
entries, very clearly written by the hand of a person whose name does not 
transpire, but who was evidently an Under-Master at " William Jones's Free 
Grammar School" (now no longer "free," thanks to the meddling and 
the action of the Charity Commissioners) at Monmouth. We ftnd by these 
-entries that the " boarding system " (now by many persons considered as 
objectionable) at that School was in full force in 1647 only 33 years after the 
date (26 Dec : 1614), of the founder's will ; and that there were tlien in the 
School boys who belonged to some of the leading families in Monmouthshire 
and Herefordshire, instead of the benefits of the School being confined 
to Monmouth boys, as William Jones expressly directed. ( 2) The writer of 
the memoranda lived at the Cawsey (3) with his mother and sister, and " ye 
mayd Anne," and was addicted to a chat over passing events at " The Beare," 
kept by Air. Taylour, where he generally spent four pence in wine at a 
fitting. A carpenter's wages were then one shilling a day, and a labourer's 
were sixpence. A pound of potatoes cost the same price as a goose or a pig — 
two shillings.' 

'* In January we find a little about the boarders. ' 14^ January, Will 
Pierson came first to diet with mee at Monmouth, for whose first quarter's 
diett my mother received before hand £01 10s. OOd., 18^* mem: That I 
received of Mrs. Herbert, for her two sons' last quarter's dyett (being out 
Christmas last), the sum of £5 00 00. It : for Herbert Roberts' qvarter, which 
is not compleate till Candlemasse, £210 00." 



(1). Mr. Greene was the sub-editor of the " Beacon." He wrote a great deal on the ancient his- 
tory of Monmouthshire, especially for the " Western Mail." 

(2). This is not correct. See Appendix XIII.. Statute I. 

<3). There was a somewhat small house for the Usher behind where the Men's Almshouses now 
stand. More Pye may have rented a larger one on account of the boarders. 
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" On the 17th Captain Thomas Herbert, ( i ) Mr William Herbert, of Cole- 
brooke's second brother, died at Berg (Abergavenny) and was buried on 
the 19th following." 

The Schoolmaster had five weeks' holiday( 2 ) at Christmas, and "at Ber- 
gavenny, Langibby, and at other places, spent, necessarily and unnecessarily, 
£00 10 00," equal to at least £2 10s. of our present currency. He " retovrned 
with the young gent from Bergavenny " ; the '* young gent " being probably 
a new boarder. That the Schoolmaster had little to depend upon but his 
salary (£30 a year, equal to at least £150 now-a-days) and the sums paid by 
boarders is pretty evident ; and his family connections were not overstocked 
with the world's good things. He, this month, lent his "brother-in-law," 
James Williams of Monmouth, and sent it him by his sister, the sum of 
£2 10s. to be repaid upon demand. Here is another entry : " Lent my cousin 
Morton vpon a silver spoon and a holland paire of sheets, £00 10 00, to be re- 
paid within 3 wt^eks." The Schoolmaster thus did some pawnbroking in a 
private way. Among other memoranda are the following; "25°, James 
Evans, of Tregare, was entered into ye fre-schole." Spelling in those days 
was a matter of individual taste, even among schoolmasters. "Rec. of Mr, 
Edward Mason, ( 3 ) ye 27 ° Janvary, as my Christide qvarter dve from ye 
Company of Haberdashers in full £07 10 00." 

In February are a number of entries, respecting domestic matters. On 
the 18th sixpence went " ffor worme-seeds and triacle for the boys." What 
an unpleasant smack of Mrs. Squeers there is about this item. Who that was 
a school boy forty years ago does not recollect the dirty-looking gritty com- 
pound of nastiness that was religiously administered to him before breakfast 
in spring time, " to keep the blood in order"? Is the rising generation spared 
a like infliction ? On the 15th, " Ye King's Majestic comes to Holemsbye's 
hovse, attended by the Parliament Commissiands and 900 horse. Ye Scots 
army having quitted this Kingdome and surrendered all the garrisons then in 
their power to ye English, vpon payment of ye £200,000." On the 20th there 
is a mem : •* That I began to pay my Id. ye weeke, to Moore Acton's daughter, 
one of ye poore of ye towne." This does not necessarily imply that there were 
any imputations of illegal paternity against the Schoolmaster ; but is illus- 
trative of the manner in which poor-relief was levied in those daj's. On the 
22nd he writes : " About this month I felt myselfe very heavy and ill, being 
trovbled with a choaking cold and abundance of watery flegm continually 
arising night and daye, but especially in ye morning. Mr. Claypole told me 
I was in a dangerous consvmption. Lord God, prepare me for Heaven ! " 
Who can help feeling moved at this touching prayer, which the writer never 



(1\ Captain Thomas Herbert was a Parliamentarian officer. 

(2). It does not follow that the Christmas vacation lasted so long. The Usher could take 

twenty days additional holiday in the year by arrangement with the Headmaster. 
(3). The agent of the Governors for the pa^Tnent of the Monmouth and Newland Charities. 
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thought would reach our eyes ? While the poor fellow was in this condition 
he was sorely plagued with some disorderly boarders, for there is another mem : 
**Toacqvaint Mr» Taynton ( l ) yt after I appointed Charles Herbert his businesse, 
six verses, he went ovt of my sight, without leave, to the Leaguer [probably 
some earthworks that had been thrown up during the siege of the town ( 2 ) ] 
when he was with a company of rogvish boyes, and drinking ; abovt five of 
the clock I met him with a bowe of bvrch in's hands, by himselfe all wet and 
dawbed with dirt, at Carvay's doore. And having occasion to go down Mon- 
now street with Dr. Typper, saw him quarrelling with Philip Edwards at 
Lucas doore : abvsine: ye young man, calling him bastard, haveing before 
abused his brother's child in ye street, at Wm. Evans's doore, pvld of his 
bands, ( 3 ) threw dvrt into his movthe, and beating him ; never came within 
doores, till eight att night, after we had all svpt and ready to go to bed. 
Next morning hee went out, before I was up, in all ye raine, and came not in 
till Saturday night, abovt 7 o'clock." Young Charles Herbert must have been 
a " screamer." Other memoranda, made this month, and worth notice, are as 
follows : — Yt ye covnty-covrt was held at Monmouth ye 25° of February, by 
James Parry, vnder-sheriff, and James Gvnter, &c. It may be as well to re- 
member that this queer name, "Guntor," still found near Monmouth, is but a 
corruption of the aristocratic " Gaunt d'or," or " Golden Gloves," the appella- 
tion of a proud and distinguished Knight. " 25° Will Parry, ye Governor of 
Qlovcester's Secretary, came to Monmouth and went away next mominge 
with the vndersheriJBfe and rest. I made a petition for Mrs. Morrise of 
Llantillio, to ye [Parliamentary] Committee." 

The pages of the almanac and diary from February to October were un- 
fortunately missing. Heath, the Monmouth historian, however, seems to 
have got hold of the book when it was in a more perfect state, and he says 
that the following entries occurred on March 30th : — Colonel Kyrle came to 
Monmouth, and gave orders for the slighting of the garrison ;— qvartered his 
men vpon ye towne ; and went to ye Committee at Vske. Abovt £100 im- 
posed as a loan vpon ye towne for payment of his soldiers arrears. Ye 
townsmen and soldiers began to pvll down ye Rovnd Tower of ye Castle, and 
to demolish ye works." Colonel Kyrle was the double-dyed traitor, who had 
betrayed Monmouth into the hands of the Parliamentarians in 1644. 

In October the entries were as follows : — >" Disbursements toward ye 
making of ye Pant-hovse at ye Cawsey," amounting to £3 3s. 7d., and we see 
that two sawyers for one day's work charged 2s., and a mason for two days' 
work 2s. The " boords " used were bought of a Mrs. Mayo. Mrs. Morris was 
the owner ( * ) of the " Cawsey," and the rent of it was 208. a year. On the 

(11 The Headmaster. 

(2). Monmouth had been taken possession of bj' the Parliamentary forces in October, 1645. See 



appendix X, note 5. 

Bands were worn by 

Clearly the Usher did not occupy his official residence.' 

H 



(S\ i^nds were worn by school boys m they are to this day in Christ's Hospital. 
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14th, Mr. Walter Fortuno was sworn Mayor ; Kdward Phillips and John 
KeysB bnyliffs. " Mr. William Braboum ( i ) preached." This Mr. Fortune w 
a, ParliBmantarian, and in the following year (1648) Cromwell, while a, guest 
in liis house, journeying from South Wales to Qloucester, narrowly escaped a 
violent deatli. A local Koyalist, named E vane, determined, as he thought, 
to free the country from its troubles by closing the career of tile ambitious 
General, and had levelled a carbine, and taken aim through the window of 
Mr. Fortune's liousi^, at the head of Cromwell, who sat within, when the by- 
standers struck up the muzzle of the carbine, and saved tlie life of the future 
Protector. What was done to Evans is not recorded. The School master, i 
October, 1647, further jots down in connection with the swearing in of the 
newMayor: "The boyes went to play ye three afternoons; these 3 daye8,(2) 
viz., Monday, Tvesday, and Wednesday, which were the Mayor's and BayliflB' 
feast days, comeing to schole every mominge till dinner tyme if they wen 
not beg'd of before." The Schoolmaster attended these feasts, and on eacl 
occasion spent id. in wine, and gave 3d. " to ye mvsic." 

"7" (October). This Thursday, ye Vnder SheritT kept Covnty Covrt ai 
Monmouth. " " 11" Charles Herbert and Herbert Williams went home." N< 
doubt the loss of the scapegrace Charles would have been regarded aa a bless- 
ing, had not the consideration of his " diet money '' intervened. On the 21st, 
" Mr. Thomas Herbert came to fetch away his bookes, liis brother Charles and 
Hebbyd's clothes." Charles left '' live weeks vnpaid of his last qvarter.'' 
Paid—" to ye churchwardens, Walter Hogers and Philips of ye 3 SamonF, for 
my mother and selfe, towards mending ye Church," "'21°, This day there 
were qvartered in the Towne a Troope of those horses [Parliamentary] wch 
went lately into Wales." [The capture of Chepstow Castle and the murder of 
its Royalist defender. Sir Nicholas Kemys, took place in May, 1648]. "; 
Payd ye collectors Jo. Pennington and Morgan ap Morgan for myselfe, towards 
ye contribvtion for ye 60 horse yt came through ye towne and qvartered here 
one night 00 00 08d: towards ye aame thing for ye Cawsey, 00 00 Oed."" "12", 
Captain William Herbert came to towne, with whom I svpt at Geo: Powell's 
hovse, whence after svpper we weut to visit Mr. Hvsliunds.of BriEtol, and Mr, 
Jones, ye ironmonger, at ' Ye Beare.'" Here follows a sentence which the 
Schoolmaster tried subsequently to obliterate, in compunction for htg oi 
aional debauchery, but the sly fellow's eftort was unavailing, and we 
see that the words wen> :— " Where we stayd till 3 in ye mom." However, 
we Bee that he spent but sixpenee all night. 

November 2°, "Mr. JohnMilbome came to meet Will Herbert in towne," 

and they had private conference at Mr. Howae's house about the '■ fforgo." 

day, Walter Williams entered into ye hovse bvilt by ye new ftoif[e 




d( the L™turer. 
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and took possession of ye new fforge itselfe by way of forfeiture of ye lease, 
for non-payment of ye rent within 28 days." "5°, Tom Kyrle's halfe yeare 
being expired ye lirst of ye month, I went to Walford to Colonel Kyrle for ye 
next halfe yeare's dyet before hand bvt received it not." Tom Kyrle was a 
younger brother of the notorious Colonel Robert Kyrle, the betrayer of Mon- 
mouth, who during his stay in the Town had perceived the advantages 
offered by William Jones's Free Grammar School, and made use of them for 
his own family connections. The Parliamentarians made no scruple of wrest- 
ing the school from the purposes set forth expressly in the founder's will, 
that the education given should be confined to '* boys of the Town of Mon- 
mouth." ( 1 ) The Kyrles lived at Walford Court in Herefordshire. The 
Herberts, of which family the scapegrace scholar Charles seems to have been 
A member, were among the most violent opponents of the King, and lived at 
€olebrooke, near Abergavenny, a long way from the County Town. "7°, 
Sent Joane with 2 [hundred | of oysters to Colonel Kyrle, 00 00 06Jd. [Think 
•of that, ye lovers of oysters, in these days when these delicious molluscs are 
so dear]. Her passage over Wye, 00 00 02d." The next entry proves that this 
present of oysters was ** a sprat to catch a mackerel," and that the " gentle 
reminder" obtained success. — 8**, Colonel Kyrle came to towne to meet Mr. 
Milbome [of Wonastow House, near Monmouth, who had successfully with- 
stood a siege of his place by Royalists in September, 1644], and Captain 
Herbert about ye fforge." [This shows that the fforge business was another 
bit of Parliamentary sharp practice, like the perversion of the Free Grammar 
School]. "This day hee (Colonel Kyrle) payd mee, out of Mr. Skynner's 
hands, for his brother Tom's next half-yeare's dyett, £5." " 11<> or 12°, Ye 
King's Magy made an escape from Hampton Court, out of ye Armye's power. 
Vivat, vivat, vivat in eetemum ! " So we see that the Schoolmaster was at 
heart a Royalist, though self interest induced him to maintain friendly terms 
with the Kyrles and the Herberts. "13®, Ye King came to ye He of Wight 
for protection, from Hampton Court, Lieut : Gen ; Hammond being Governor 
there for ye Parliament.'' What sort of " protection " the unfortunate King re- 
<jeived there is well known to every reader of English history. 

December — " Mr. James Parry, ye vnder sheriff, kept ye Covnty Covrt at 
Monmouth, at which tyme Mr. Hopkins, of Machen, and Mr. Williams of 
Dingestow, were sworn Coroners for this covnty." " Mem ; yt Mr. Morgan 
-epoke to me abovt procuring him a tutor for his sonnes, his ayme being at 
myselfe, and to give answer at convenient speed." "7° , Capt : Summer came 
with ye Covnty Troope to Monmouth to raise my Ld of Worcer's rents, and to 
assist Sir Chas : Somerset for his." "12**, There came abvt 6 qvartermasters, 
with their attendance of 30, to qvarter in ye towne, out of Wales." "15®, 

(1). The statutes of 1616 extended the privilege to boys born within the "County of 
Monmouth." 



There was a billett sent to Hr. Braboura, Mr. Ttiynton and myselfe to main- 
tayne 2 troopers and their horaea, I being to paye ye 4tb part ot the charges. 
They came to Towne vpon 15", i.e. Wednesday night, and we were eftsed of 
them vpon Friday morning ; so yt they were both vpon va 2 whole days, and 
one continved vpon va till Svnday, and fro : yt day they marclied away, viz ; 
27" (?20'')inye morning." And no doubt the Schoolmaster's heort rejoiced 
as over a happy deliverance as he made that entry. Tlie next entry seems to 
indicate that he was fond of bright coloured raiment :— " 16°, ffor knitting 
mee a russet pair of stockings, £00 00 08. For new vamping my black 
hootes £00 03 00. 2-2°, (Wednesday), 30 of the dragoons marcht ovt of 
ye towne. This day, about 12 o'clock, ye Tower of ye Castle of Monmouth 
fell downe, vpon one side, whilst we were at sermon." The demolition, we 
hiive seen, had been torn menced by Colonel Kyrle in March. "26 "(Sunday). 
There was a acvflle between Mr. Braboum and Mr. Bovme, Colonel Horton'a(i) 
Chaplayne'" Mr. Braboum seems to have been a free and easy sort of clergy- 
man. We find, by the almanac that he frequently attended " Tlie Bear," but 
many of his cloth did the like in those days. 27", Ye soldiers all marched 
fro : Monmouth. This day I marched also vpon Mr. Morriee of Wonastow's 
horse, to Walford, where I remained till 10" January. Mem : Yt I took with 
me abroad £00 01 10." 

Hoping that the writer of the diary heartily enjoyed himself during 
his holidays, though at the house of a political opponent, we here take 
leave of him. 

This is the whole of the late Mr. Greene's acconnt of the qnaint old 
journal, and the cummeutB interspersed represent his own sentiments. 
Perhaps More Pye (what an unfortunate name for a schoolmaster !) 
wrote on in the years that followed, but very little more is heard of 
him. The habit of keeping a diary, once acquired, is not usually given 
up. Two years and a half later, on the 19th of July, 1650, two- 
letters, written by the Usher to the Governors, were read at a meet- 
ing of the Court, but it was ordered "that nothing shalbe done in the 
disposing of that place f) till they hear further from Mr, Pye," Evi- 
dently there was some reason why he wished to resign. He did not, 
however, carry out his intention till two years more had elapsed, when 
another man was appointed (') " in place ot Mr, Pye resigned," and the 
Schoolmaster, who has left so interesting a memorial of bis doings day 
by day, passes altogether out of sight. 

(1). OoL Horton . 
<Z|. HwUghenbii 

(8). On ' 
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BOTE. 

The Writer has much pleasure in acknowledging his obligation to the 
late Mr. W. H. Greene for lending him a printed copy of the " diary ' pub- 
lished at tirat in the " Monmouth Beacon." Mr. Greene spared no ptuns, in a 
generous and uneelliBh spirit, to supply the Writer, although personally a 
stranger, with the fullest information on the subject. The Writer's great re- 
gret is that Mr. Qreene has not lived to receive the thanks so well deserved. 





CHAPTER Vin. 

The Monhovth Chaeitt usiibr the Commonwealth. 1646—58. 



Lecturers: Robert Braboura, 1617—52; Roger Cliaraock, 1652— ST. Head- 
Haters: Natlifiniei Taynton, 1639—57; Robert BrBboiirn, ISflT— «■ 



fHE period in t.Le history of the Monmouth Chiirity dui 
Commonwealth is marked hy eoelesi;isticaI, rather than by- 
secular, troubles and consequently the Lecturers and their doings c. 
out ill Tery strong relief, llobert Brahourn was Lecturer ; Nathaniel 
Taynton was Headmaster, and More P)-e was Usher on the 30th 
of January, 1648, when King Charles I. was beheaded at Whitehall. 

On the 21st of Sovemher in that year, the father of John Crampe, 
■' now chief scholler in the ffree Schoole of Moumoth," petitioned the 
Court " for an eshibicon for his sonne now ready to goe to the 
University." Tlie Court, "considering he is n scboUer that hath had 
his education in Monmoth and of good eomendacons from his gover- 
nors, have oomanded yt notice be given them when the next 
exhibicon is void, that they may confer it upon ye said John Crumpe, 
which this Court hope wilbe a good encouragement to other schollers 
to make the like progresse in learning." 

An exhibition was afterwards granted to this young man in May 
of the following year, and he is then desoribed as a "student of 
Christ's College, Oxford. So pupils of the School in those daj-s were in 
the habit of going to one of the Universities. 

Previously to this time an arrangement bad been made for the 
selection of persons to fill the Alrasbouses as they fell vacant, under 
which the Company chose one oiit of three names sent up to them by 
the Mayor and Bailiffs. Mattel's, however, did not always go smoothly, 
tor on the Ifltb of July, 1650, the Court was informed, " that about 
fyre weeks since, upon the vacancy of a widdowes place in the almes- 
house in Monmoth, Tlie Maior and Bayliffs thereof did p'rsent the 
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names of three widdowes, of whom the Mr and Wardens did appoynt 
Blanch Phillipps to be putt into that vacant house, and that, notwith- 
standing the Mr and Wardens order in the behalf of ye said Blanch 
Phillipps, the Towne of Monmoth have not placed her therein, but, 
instead thereof, have sent up a certificate signed by the Maior and 
Bayliffs and divers others, in the behalf of one Jane Pulley." Well, 
the Court would not stand this, but " unanimously " agreed and 
ordered that their nominee should be settled in the vacant almshouse. 
It will be remembered that More Pye mentions in his diary that on 
Sunday, the 26th of December, 1647, a "scuffle " took place between 
Mr. Brabourn, the Lecturer, and Mr. "Bovrne," who w«as Chaplain to 
Col. Horton, one of the Parliamentary officers. No particulars are 
given as to the nature of this " scuffle." It is, however, hardly likely 
that the two Reverend Divines went so far as to divest themselves 
of their outer garments, and proceed to settle their differences accord- 
ing to the most approved rules of the time, in a way which still finds 
favour with free-born Britons, surrounded by an admiring and sympa- 
thetic ring of spectators. Mr. Brabourn could hardl}' have been less 
than sixty years old, and that alone would probably forbid the 
supposition that things came to such a pass as this. At the same time 
there is that fatal word " scuffle," which dictionary writers define as, 
"a struggle in which combatants grapple closely,'' and it is not 
unlikely that the Puritan preacher tried to intrude himself into 
Mr. Brabourn's pulpit, (') and that the sturdy old Royalist did not sub- 
mit quietly to the instrusion. It may have been — let us charitably 
hope it was — nothing more than a loud and angry altercation about 
some point at issue between the two parties. It could certainly have 
been no less, for the ordinary use and etymology of the word imply a 
personal encounter of, by no means a gentle character. It is a great 
pity the Schoolmaster does not give fuller information, but as he has 
not done so, it is necessary to be content with the imformation he has 
thought fit to impart. Anyhow, one thing is clear, that both of them 
were very warm champions of their respective political and religious 
views, so much so, that they not only forgot that it was the Lord's 
Day in a sacred season of peace and goodwill, but they also forgot their 
own sacred calling. 



(1). Mr. Brabourn was also Vicar of Monmouth. He was instituted to that office in 1619. See 
Appendix YII. 
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The Puritan party evidently kept Mr. Braboum and his opinions in 
memory, for at a Court held on the 5th of Jan. 1652, steps were taken 
to eject him from his office. In order that there may be no doubt as 
to the exact course pursued, and, as this is an example of the treat- 
ment meted out by the Puritan party to those who remained loyal to 
their Church and King, the contemporary writer shall tell the tale in 
his own words. 

At the Court, then, held at the date above mentioned, " was 
pr'sented, by Captayne Nicolas Peverall, papers. One whereof did 
conteyne an order of ye Comittee for plundered ministers Q) for 
ejecting Mr Uobert Braboume, minister of Monmoth, out of ye Church 
of yt place, Another conteyning the articles exhibited agaynst 
the said Mr Brabourne, setting forth against him matter of scandall 
and malignancy, (^) the perticuler proofes whereof were in open Court 
asserted, by the Maior generall Harrison (^) and the said Captayne 
Nicolas, to be already prooved agaynst him, and another paper, wch 
was a Copy of a Vote in Parliam't made in March, 1646, That 
noe Minister, that hath bin sequestred either for scandall or malig- 
nancie, shal be admitted to any living or p'rmitted to preach, untill he 
have license from both houses of Parliam't ; All wch this Court having 
taken into their consideracon, doe conceave the said Mr Brabourne is 
made incapable of being this Companies preacher any longer. Have 
ordered tliat ye said Mr Brabourne shall henceforth cease to be their 
lecturer at Monmoth, and render up the house belonging to the Com- 
panies preacher there, with all that appertaynes to it, to such p'rson 
as this Company shall appoynt to enioy the same ; ffor wch purpose 
this Court have resolved, that a Court of Assistants shalbe holden on 
Monday the 19th day of this instant January, that then they may 
elect another preacher in the said place, And, wliereas, there is one Mr 
lloger Charnock recommended to this Company by a letter from 
the Lord General, (*) and another from Lieutenant generall ffleet- 
wood, (') as one well knowne to them to be fitt for ye discharge of ye 
ministry in that place. This Court, not willing to nominate any there- 



(1.) See note i. at the end of the chapter. 
(2). That he was an episcopalian and ro^'alist. 
(3). See note 2 at the end of the chapter. 
(4). Cromwell. 
(5) See Note II. at the end of the Chapter. 
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unto, but such of whom they have had some tryall, have requested Mr 
Smithson to desire the said Mr Charnoek to preach at ye Church 
in Ironmonger's Lane on Sunday next in the afternoone, where divers 
of this Court have promised to be, that soe they themselves likewise 
may be satisfied of ye sufficiency of ye said Mr Charnoek." 

Prom this minute it is clear, that virtually the Company had no 
■choice. They were to turn out the Uoyalist, in order to make room for 
the Parliamentary, nominee, and so the poor old Lecturer was sent 
Adrift from house and home, after more than thirty years' service, and 
the Puritan minister, Roger Charnoek, was thrust into his place. 

The Company, however, though compelled to act as they did, 
proceeded ho deal in a very guarded manner with the man they 
had appointed. Nothing is said about the " tr3'all " sermon at " ye 
Church in Ironmonger's Lane." No doubt those members, who had 
theological tastes, duly "sat under " the Puritan divine and listened to, 
or dozed at, a discourse prolonged, in accordance with the custom of the 
time, to an extent which would prove rather trying to a modern 
hearer. The approval may have been taken as a foregone conclusion, 
.so on Saturday, the 28th of February, 1652, comes the following 
minute : — 

"At this Court the preacher's place of Monmoth, which is now void 
lay Mr Braboume's late eviction out of that place, as well by the Committee 
of plundered ministers, as by the Committee for propagation of the Gospell ( i ) 
in Wales, was conferred upon Mr Roger Charnoek, together with the house, 
•orchard, and garden, and yeerely stipend thereto belonging, untill the 25th 
day of March, 1654. And if, in the meantime, by his good life and paynes- 
full and profitable preaching there, hee sufficiently approve himself to the 
good liking of the Mr Wardens and Assistants of this Company, Then they 
are prepared to graunt the said place unto him for a longer time, hee observ- 
ing the statutes, laws and ordinances made concerning that place. Otherwise 
they will then give unto him one yeare's warning to provide for himself 
elsewhere, and then another to be chosen by this Company at that place." 

It is worthy of notice that it was the usual practice, after a period 
of probation, to confirm the appointment for life. It is not promised 

(1). This Committee was constituted under an Act of Parliament passed on the 22nd February, 
1649. Under this Act the greater paJrt of the clergy of Wales and Monmouthshire were 
deprived of their livings and driven into great poverty and even starvation. See Note I. 
at the end of Chapter XVII., and Note I. at the end of this Chapter. 
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in this case, but they are onl>' prepared to grant it for a "longer 
time." The Company apparently had no confidence in the then state 
of things and wished to keep a free hand for any change which might 
come. 

As already stated, it is evident from the minute of the :^5th day of 
May, 1652, that More Pye had sent in his resignation, for one 
Richard Goodgroome (another odd name) was appointed Usher in hi* 
place, but, for some reason or other, he changed his mind and three 
days after resigned the appointment, and it was not till nearly three 
months later, on the 5th of August, that William Hatley was chosen 
to fiU the vacant place. If Mr. Taynton did the work — and that 
seems probable — the School was not in a very flourishing condition at 
that time. It is worthv of notice that there is no e\'idence that 

■r 

William Hatley had any degree, although that might have been 
an omission. He was also required to give a bond that he would 
maintain the Usher's house in good repair. This makes it difficult to 
account for what is stated of More Pve, viz.: that he rented a house at 
the Cawsey for 20s. a year. 

•■ ft 

William Hatley held the Ushership only for a few months, and on 
the 5th of November, in the same year (1652), John Crumpe, who- 
three years before had been the "chiefe schoUer in the fFree Schoole 
at Monmoth," was appointed on the recommendation of Mr. Charnock 
and Mr. Taynton, but only " during the goodwill and pleasure of the 
Masters, Wardens, and Assistants of the Company for the time being."* 

As the two years for which Itoger Charnock was appointed to the 
Lectureship would be completed on the 25th of March, 1654, the 
Clerk to the Company was ordered to make enquiries, on the 1st of that 
month, as to how he had discharged his duties. The result was by no 
means satisfactory, as may be learnt from the following minute of the 
5th of May, 1654: — 

" A certificate was read from Monmouth (the clerk at last had learnt how 
to spell the name of the town) on behalf of Mr Charnock, the Company's- 
preacher there, testifying his abilities.' (This no doubt was from the Puritan 
party) ** At which time the Court did also receive information of him, that, 
since his coming to that place he had not administered the Sacraments of 
Baptism or the Lord's Supper, or either of them, and that some, or one of his- 
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own children was unbaptised ; wherewith, Mr Chamock being made acquain- 
ted, confessed the truth of the particulars, but afforded some reasons by way of 
answer and satisfaction to this Court, why he had so forborne the doing 
thereof, and therefore prayed that he might be confirmed by this Court in the 
said place and settled therein for life, according to the former orders ( l ) of 
this Court. Upon consideration had of this matter, This Court resolved, at 
present, not to confirm the said Mr Chamock in that place for his life, but to 
make further triall of him for one year more in order to his future settlement 
there, upon hopes that, during that time, he will so carry himself as may- 
take off the particular objection against him, and gain the general love and 
good liking of the people there, and encourage this Court to grant him 
an absolute settlement in the said place which, upon the said year's further 
trial, they are resolved to do, unless they shall in their own judgment see just 
cause to the contrary." 

It is by no means easy to imagine what " reasons " Mr. Charnock 
could have afforded for neglecting to perform what it was his plain 
duty to do, bound as he was too by the most solemn obligations. (^) 
It is very satisfactory to find that the Court were firm in their resolve 
to require this of him, and were not to be put off with " reasons " 
which, from the nature of the case, could not be other than un- 
satisfactory. 

In the following year, on the 11th of July, 1655, the '* business- 
touching Mr. Chamock's confirmation to be preacher," came again into 
debate. It was once more postponed, and notice was sent to him,, 
requiring his attendance in London. 

At the same meeting of the Court an incident occurred which 
throws some light on the state of Monmouth at that time. A petition 
was read from the inhabitants, asking the Company to assist them 
in providing a " Workhouse " for the promotion of their ancient trade 
of making caps. In it they acknowledge tlie " good care of the Com- 
pany in their wise management of the great gift of Mr. Jones,'^ 
and they also state, that the poverty of the town rendered them unable 
to do 80 without " some charitable assistance from persons able and 
of public spirit." This was no doubt in consequence of the exactions 
made during the civil war. 



11 The minute states '* for a lontper time," not for life. 

|2>. Mr. Chamock may not have been (episcopallv^ ordained, but that would be no justification 
of his conduct. Apparently no one had been appointed to succeed Mr. Braboum as 
Vicar of Momnouth, and consequently all ministerial duties would fall on the i^ecturer.. 
See appendix vii. 
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The Company owned in the town what appears to have been 
a large house with garden attached. They offered, on nominal terms, 
a lease of this, on condition that the premises were used for the 
purpose specified, viz. : as a Workhouse for the making of caps. Two 
years latter the town had not availed itself of this offer, and the 
property, which is spoken of as " Teague's house," was ordered to be 
sold. 

Some little time before this, John Crumpe had left the School, but 
no reason is given for the resignation of his appointment as Usher. 
The poor old Lecturer, who had been ejected three years ago, had 
apparently continued to live in the town or neighbourhood, and 
the Headmaster, Mr. Taynton, must have taken the opportunity 
to give him a chance of again earning his bread, for he was put in to 
•do the work. The Company were applied to at the same meeting to 
sanction this arrangement, and, as they were informed that he had 
■" taken paines therein," it was ordered that he should continue there. 

On the 26th of September, the case of Mr. Charnock, which 
had been deferred in order that he might be present, came on for con- 
sideration. It was not till after much discussion and a promise on his 
part to " administer the Sacraments to such as were meet to receive 
them," that his appointment was confirmed. He seems to have been 
a proteg^ of the Lord Protector (Cromwell), from whom he produced a 
testimonial, which no doubt was a very effectual means in determining 
the case eventually in his favour. 

Things seem to have gone on in the usual routine till early in 1657, 
when a change occurred in consequence of the death of the Head- 
master, Xathaniel Taynton, M.A. It will be remembered that he 
came to Monmouth at Lady Day, 1636, as Assistant to Mr. Crewj^s, at 
whose death, in 1639, he succeeded to the office which he held for 
•eighteen years. During the time he was a subordinate, he earned the 
good opinion of the townspeople and he seems to have retained it 
during the long period of his Headmastership. He must have been a 
discreet and prudent man, who attended to his own duties and 
^d not push himself forward into the religious and political strife 
of that unhappy period. Under his care the School did its work in a 
satisfactory manner, notwithstanding the many drawbacks which must 
have arisen, owing to the circumstances of the time. 
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The Company on the 28th of March, 1657, appointed Robert Bra- 
boum, formerly the Lecturer, but who had been acting as Usher 
for the last two years, to the vacant Headmastership, and Mr. Saul 
Jordan was elected to the office vacated in consequence of this 
promotion. Both of these were in Holy Orders. 

The death of the Headmaster was followed within six months by 
that of the Lecturer, Mr. Charnock, after only a little more than five 
years' service, and a Court was held on the 3rd of July, 1657, to 
fill the vacancy which it caused. This proved a task of some little 
delicacy, if not difficulty. They took into consideration " the great 
trust lying up on them for making choice of an able, learned, and 
orthodox minister for supply of that place, having read a letter from 
his Highness the L'd Protector, directed to our Mr and Wardens, 
for electing Mr Walter Cradock (') to succeed Mr Charnock, which, 
with all due respect, was read and considered, and also a letter 
subscribed by the Burgesses and other inhabitants of the town of 
Monmouth, therein requesting the great care and circumspection 
of this Court in this election, and recommending Mr Francis Ford as a 
fit person to be their Minister." 

Here was evidently a nice little difficulty, as it was impossible to 
please both parties. The Monmouth people do not seem to have 
appreciated the late Lecturer, who was clearly a nominee of the Lord 
Protector, so much as to care for a repetition of the experiment, and 
so they wished to have a man of their own choice. The Company 
boldly cut the knot by electing neither of the two, and by making 
an arrangement of their own. They were able, for some reason 
or other, to disregard the recommendation of the Lord Protector, (*) 
then at the height of his power, and they were quite independent of 
the wishes of the town of Monmouth. They fixed on Mr. Samuel 
Fawcett, the Lecturer at Newland. " Having had, for divers 
years, experience of his gravity, learning and ability, and holy conver- 
sation," they considered " that, by his moderation and good example," 
he would, "through God's blessing on his endeavours, be a great 
instrument of good " in the town of Monmouth. In case Mr. Fawcett 

(1>. The ally of the notorious Vavasour Powell. See Chapter XVII., Sec. 2 and Note I. at the 

end. 
(2). - It is worthy of notice that the Right Hon. the Lord General CCromwell^ recommended 

Mr. Oradock five years before for the Newland Lectureship, and the Company did not 

appoint him. 
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were willing to accept this appointment, then they chose Mr. Francis 
Ford, who was already the Vicar of Newland, to be the " Company's 
preacher" there, but, it was arranged that he should supply that place 
while Mr. Fawcett took the duty at Monmouth, till the Court " took 
further order." 

There had been no visitation of Monmouth and Newland for many 
years in consequence of the unsettled state of the country, but now, 
that peace had come, a Deputation was directed " to visit the Schoole 
and Almeshouses and to sett in order such things as they shall 
find amiss." They made their report on the 6th of October following. 
It ap ears that the Vicar (') of Monmouth, for reasons not stated, 
would not allow Mr. Fawcett to " preach the lecture " in the Parish 
Church. He was in consequence to retain his nterest in Newland 
until the matter was settled, but the Clerk was ordered " to pr'pare a 
writing, to be sealed with the comon seale, for continueing and nomina- 
ting Mr Fawcett to be the Company's preacher at Monmouth, and to 
•deliver the same to the Com :, for approbacon, sitting at Whitehall for 
his approval to that lecture." 

At this same meeting of the Court, it was ordered than an inscrip- 
tion on a piece of brass should be placed over the entrance gate of the 
foreyard of the School-house, recording the pious and charitable 
works given by Mr. Jones, and a painting of the Founder was to 
be framed and sent to be hung up in the Schoolroom, It was re- 
framed and done-up when it was placed in the new building, where it 
still remains. ("^) 

Mr. Ford died soon after the arrangement was made about the 
Lectureships at the two places, and he only took ^ve sermons at New- 
land when Mr. Fawcett came over to Monmouth for the purpose of 
taking the duty there, for which his widow received payment. 

The vacancy in the Vicarage of Newland was filled up by the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Fawcett, and he then " made it his humble request 
to send in his resignation of the preacher's place at Monmouth." This 
was accepted at a Court held on the 17th of January, 1658, and at the 
same time another was elected in his place. The unanimous choice 
fell upon one who bore the by no means elegant name of John Cragge, 

(1). The Writer has heen unable to ascertain who this '* Vicar of Monmouth " could be. It may 

have been a Mr. Charles Harcourt. See Appendix VII., Note III. 
(2). See Chapter XVI., Section I. 
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M.A., " a Minister of the Gospel," to whose " learning, piety, abilities, 
and soundness of judgment and doctrine," testimony was borne " by 
several Ministers of the Gospel and others " — really a model of perfec- 
tion. Six months, however, elapsed, and in June it is recorded that 
the Committee at Whitehall (') would not sanction the appointment 
*' by reason of some general caveat put in Court against him." 

In the following month (July, 1658), Mr. Milborne, Recorder of 
Monmouth, informed the Court that Mr. Brabourn had accepted a 
living in Herefordshire, and was appointed thereto by the "Com- 
mittee for approbation of Public Preachers," and that the School at 
Monmouth " was suffered every day to decay and to be worse and 
worse," through Mr. Brabourn's inability to teach scholars. Mr. Mil- 
borne requested the Court to choose another Master, and recommended 
Mr. Prampton. The Clerk, in consequence of this communication, was 
ordered to write to Mr. Brabourn and tell him " they will not suffer 
the decay and neglect of the School." 

About the same time the question of Mr. Cragge's appointment was 
discussed, from which it appears that the matter had been referred to 
some persons in Monmouthshire. Mr. Cragge objected to this on the 
ground that they were " his opposers, and he could not have a fair 
trial." The Court then desired the Master and Wardens to attend at 
Whitehall and ask them to " hear the case themselves, or else to refer 
it to other unprejudiced Ministers or other persons in Herefordshire 
and Gloucestershire." This was done, but the Committee at Whitehall 
refused the request for reasons not given, (^) and in consequence Mr. 
Cragge withdrew, and the town never had the advantage of his 
presence. Evidently the Monmouthshire people seemed to think that, 
notwithstanding the super-excellent good qualities for which he was 
given credit, they could very well dispense with his services. Whether 
or not they were justified in their opinion there is no evidence to show. 
This result was made known to the Court held on the »*3rd of 
September (1658). 

At the same time, the complaint made by the llecorder of Monmouth 
against Mr. Brabourn was confirmed by a report presented by two 

(1) Thi8 Committe was appointed by Parliament to enquire into the religious and political 
opinions of all candidates for ecclesiastical appointments. No one suspected of a leaning 
towaxds episcopacy, or was a royalist, would be allowed to exercise any ministerial office. 

(2). Mr. Cragge m^ have been sound in his tiieol<^;y and pnolitics according to the views of the 
Cknnmittee. There may huve been other reasons which influenced them to refuse their 
license, such as his personal character. 
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members of the Company, who had been to Bristol and had been 
requested to visit Monmouth in order to make enquiries. It appeared 
that the duties of the parish, the care of which Mr. Brabourn had ac- 
cepted, would take up all his time. He was therefore very properly 
given notice to leave the School as soon as they could find a proper 
person to fill the appointment. Mr. Brabourn must have been not 
less than seventy years of age at this time. There is no doubt thai 
his election to the Mastership of the School was a great mistake, and 
it did not prosper under his management. It was probably done ta 
enable him to live, but he was too old, and his previous training had 
not fitted him to be a schoolmaster, nor was he a man of high principle^ 
or he would not have acted in the way he did. He seems to have 
taken a lesson from the celebrated Vicar of Bray, as may be inferred 
by his being allowed to hold the preferment he had accepted. 

The two vacant appointments were filled up on the 18th of the 
same month (September). Mr. Milbome, the Recorder of Monmonth, 
had already suggested Hobert Frampton, M.A., Oxon., for the place of 
Schoolmaster, and this request was now backed up by a petition of the 
Burgesses and inhabitants of the town, and " full certificates from the 
gentlemen of that county." He was a clergyman who had a benefice 
in Herefordshire, and was evidently well known in the neighbourhood. 
He was accordingly elected, and ordered to enter upon his duties at 
Christmas, to give Mr. Brabourn convenient time to remove. 

At the same time Nicholas Carey, a minister in Gloucestershire, 
was unanimously appointed Lecturer on the recommendation of Mr. 
Fawcett, Vicar of Newland, who said that he "would be a notable in- 
strument of good to the Town of Monmouth." 

The Lord Protector died on the 3rd of this month (1658), on the 
anniversary of his victories at Dunbar and Worcester, and the day 
which he had always considered the brightest in the year. The time 
of the withdrawal of the strong hand of the great ruler will be a con- 
venient point at which to close this chapter. A glimpse of the state 
of the town has been given during this chequered period, and with a 
new Lecturer and Headmaster the Charity of William Jones will enter 
upon another step in its career. 
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NOTE I. 

The Rev. John Price, Rector of Llanveigan, Brecon, has kindly furnished 
the following note. The information contained therein is derived from a 
History of Breconshire by Theophilus Jones. 

" The Committee for plundered Ministers." 

** In 1651 a petition was presented to Parliament in behalf of the Inhabi- 
tants of the six Counties of South Wales and the County of Monmouth, by 
Col. Edward Freeman, barrister-at-law and at that time Attorney General to 
the Commonwealth for South Wales. It is stated that, in short, the Commis- 
sioners, under the " Act for the Propagation of the Gospel in Wales," (i ) had 
seized the tithes and emoluments of the livings and had misappropriated 
them. This was put in respectful language, and the dishonesty of the Com- 
missioners made so plain, that, on the 10th of March, 1651, after Parliament 
had heard the petition, it resolved that it be referred to a " Committee for 
Plundered Ministers " to examine this business and to state matters of fact, 
report their opinions thereon to the Parliament, with power to send foj per- 
sons, papers, and witnesses. And secondly, that the said Committee should 
have power to examine on oath respecting the matters touched in the 
Petition. 

Major General Harrison, the ringleader of the Propagators and the chief 
thief, complained that the Petition was too general, and under various pre- 
tences got the enquiry postponed until the latter end of the summer of 
1652 ( 2 ). 

Col. Freeman, being thought too active, was persecuted by the friends of 
the Propagators and twice imprisoned, then Anally removed, and Edmund 
Jones, of Buckland, appointed instead. 

The Long Parliament was dissolved by Cromwell in 1653, aided by his 
friend and tool. General Harrison. Another came into existence the same 
year, and a fresh Petition— much more strongly worded — was presented, but 
nothing came of it. 

Harrison was supreme. 
In the first petition it was stated : 
"That some persons, deriving authority from the said Act" (t. e., "The Act 
for the Propagation of the Gospel in Wales " ) ** had for the two years last 
past received and disposed of the profits of the tithes. &c., worth annually 
£20,000 or thereabouts, out of which little had been converted towards the 
Propagation of the Gospel, or even accounted for to the State ! ! " 

In the second petition it was stated : 
•' That in the County of Brecon one might ride twenty miles on Sunday with- 
out finding a Church door open ; that upwards of fifty of them were at that 

(n. See Note L at the end of Chapter XVII. 

(2). This was some months after Robert Braboum had been ejected. 

I 
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time not supplied with ministers ; that in many other Churches the 
Word of Ood had not been taught for the last two years ; that in the County 
of Brecon no less than one Doctor in Divinity, three Bachelors in Divinity, 
eighteen Masters of Arts, and ten Graduates were ejected, and only four 
Ministers and three Schoolmasters were allowed to hold their livings or 
places." 

No wonder the ** Propagators " got rich. Apparently the ** Committee 
for Plundered Ministers " used their power for carrying out the harsh 
provisions of the "Act for the Propagation of the Gospel in Wales," according 
to the minute relating to the ejection of Robert Braboum from the Vicarage 
and Lectureship at Monmouth. 

NOTE II. 

Major-General Harrison and Lieut.-General Fleetwood were raised to 
their high position by Cromwell, and were amongst his most energetic 
followers. The former of these was one of the best known and most promi- 
nent of the leaders in the parlimentary cause. He has been described as 
" the most enthusiastic of enthusiasts,** and fought with fiery courage in the 
battles against the Royalists. He seems very early to have been convinced of 
the necessity of King Charles's death, and when he conducted the King 
a prisoner to Windsor, Charles taxed him with intent to assassinate him. 
This Major Harrison promptly, and doubtless truthfully, denied. He was one 
of the King's judges, and in consequence of the conspicuous part he had taken 
as such, he was among those who were executed after the Restoration 
of Charles II. In the " Oliver Cromwell " of the English Statesmen series of 
Macmillan, Harrison is styled " a noble fanatic." 
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CHAPTER rS. 

The Monmouth Charity under the Stuarts. (1658 — 75). 



Lecturers: Nicholas Carey, 1658 —62 ; diaries Godwin, 1662—76. Headmasters, 
Robert Frampton, 1658-63; Charles Hoole, 1663—4; William Morris, 1664-72; 
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'HE duties of the Monmouth Lectureship must have been some- 
what irregularly performed for a long time before Mr. Carey 
was elected, in September, 1 658, to fill the vacant appointment. Mr. 
Charnock had died in the June of the previous year, and Mr. Eawcett 
who was elected to succeed him, remained at J^ewland. He used 
to come over to Monmouth to take the services for some weeks, 
but the death of Mr. Ford, the Vicar of J^ewland, and his being 
nominated to the place, put an end to this arrangement early in 
the year 1658. No mention is made as to how the work was done 
from that time till Mr. Carey was appointed. No doubt Mr. Fawcett 
took a general supervision and it is very likely that he got Mr. Carey 
to assist. This will account for his intimate knowledge of Mr. Carey 
and the readiness with which he was accepted by the Company. He 
was also confirmed in the appointment in the following month, and he 
must therefore have already gone through a period of probation at the 
time of his election. He had an immediate right to the official 
residence. Mrs. Charnock, however, had been allowed to remain there 
since her husband's death, which had taken place eighteen months 
before. Mr. Carey now very naturally expected her to go, but she did 
not at all see the force of his claim, and, being convinced that 
possession was nine points of the law, she resolutely stuck to her guns 
and held the fort. 

Two months after Mr. Carey had entered upon his duties, this 
redoubtable lady was still there, and refused to give up possession 
of the house, unless certain demands, formerly made by her, were satis- 
fied. She was threatened with eviction, but, notwithstanding this, she 
was there four months later in February, 1659. On the 22nd the 
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Court resolved that, till Mrs. Charnock " had given full possession 
thereof and removed her goods, they would not take her desires into 
consideration." It was not till the following June that Mrs.. 
Charnock had, like a prudent commander, capitulated and accepted the 
best terms she could get. Instead of being required to put the house 
in proper repair, which the Company had a legal right to do, she 
received a present of £o — equivalent to £25 of our present currency — 
and the Company behaved in a manner so chivalrous that they 
deserved, if they did not get, the grateful thanks of their, by no means 
youthful, feminine antagonist. Considering that the lady had lived 
two years in the house rent-free, besides receiving a present inta 
the bargain, she can hardly be said to have come off second best. 

In consequence of the neglect of Mr. Braboum, the School had 
much gone down when Mr. Frampton was appointed Headmaster. To 
do him justice, he set about his work in a way, proverbially said to be 
common with brooms that have not been under the disadvantage 
of being previously used. He was an able, energetic man, and soon set 
things going at a rapid pace. 

Only a month after he entered upon his duties he wrote to the 
Governors telling them, that the number of scholars had much 
increased since he came to Monmouth, and asked for a confirmation of 
his appointment. Like a wise man, however, he held on to his bene- 
fice in Herefordshire and so had two strings to his bow, until he was 
assured that he would be secured in his office as Headmaster. The 
Governors on their part were unwilling to grant his request before he 
had resigned the living. 

The School must have prospered very much, for in June (1659), of 
the same year, at his suggestion, tlie Court allowed that the number 
of scholars might be increased, but not to exceed 120. It had never 
reached so high a pitch of prosperity before, and Mr. Prampton 
felt that he could safely give up his benefice. He was then confirmed 
in his appointment, so long as " hee shall acquit himself e to the good 
likeing of this Court." 

It was also ordered, that a book of parchment should be procured^ 
and sent to him as a register to enter the names of the scholars^ 
admitted, and the times of their departure from the School and prefer- 
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ment to the University, or elsewhere. There is little doubt that this 
order was carried out, but unfortunately, no such register has come 
down to the present day. 

Mr. Prampton continued to throw his energies into the work of the 
"School, for on the 27th of November, 1660, after he had been there two 
years, the Court "recorded its sense of his care and diligence in 
advancing the repute of the School." 

Things went on very satisfactorily for nearly two years more and 
then comes a minute, dated the 19th of August, 1662, in which 
it is stated that many complaints of the decay of the School and 
the decrease of the Scholars, by reason of the neglect of the present 
Schoolmaster, had reached the Court, and the Clerk was ordered 
to write to Mr. Frampton on the subject. 

Mr. Frampton set about rebutting these charges with his usual 
energy, for two months later (17th Oct.) a letter was read from 
the " Mayor and other inhabitants of Monmouth, giving an account of 
the learned exercises of some of the scholars, shown on the day 
•of election of officers of that town, and commending the honesty and 
ability of Mr. Frampton, and denying any complaints having been 
made by them." The Court, however, was not quite satisfied, and they 
appointed a committee to enquire into the matter and to consult 
Dr. Braboum (^) touching the complaints made by the "Gentry of 
the neighbourhood and to report thereon." For some reason or other 
the people of importance in the country round became dissatisfied 
with the Schoolmaster, although at the time of his election he had 
produced full certificates from the " gentlemen of the County " of 
Monmouth, but he seems to have retained the good opinion of the 
residents in the town. 

No further steps appear to have been taken by the Company, but 
in any case Mr. Frampton gave proof that he was eminently qualified 
to take care of himself, and he determined to get away from this un- 
pleasant state of affairs, and so on the Lady Day following (1663), he 
sent in his resignation " by reason of several ecclesiastical pre- 
ferments." This was accepted, and the Court agreed to pay him his 



(1). The former Lecturer and late Headmaster. 
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salary to Midsummer, on condition that he would carr}^ on the work 
of the School and leave the house in good repair ; and so he left, after 
having had on the whole a very successful reign of nearlj^ five years. 

It will now be necessary to refer to the political events that had 
taken place during the time that Mr. Frampton was Headmaster. 
After the death of Cromwell, in September, 1658, things remained in 
an unsettled state till the 25th May, 1660, when Charles II. returned 
to the throne of his ancestors. Following upon this was what is called 
"The Act of Uniformitv," which came into force on 8. Bartholomew'a 
Day (24th August, 1662). It will be sufficient to say, that the object 
of this legislation was to require those, who ministered in the English. 
Church, to conform to her laws and regulations as laid down in her 
Book of Common Prayer. It neei hardly be said, that the basis was 
very broad, so much so, that many who differ from her, make it a ground 
of reproach, that men of such widely divergent views can find a 
religious home within her borders. But the line must be drawn some- 
where, and this the "Act of Uniformity*' did. In consequence of this, 
a large number, who had been introduced into her benefices when the- 
former holders had been ejected, as well as others who had been put in 
since, on their refusal to comply, from conscientious sciiiples, with these 
not unreasonable conditions, were in their turn deprived of their pre- 
ferments. The number is said to have been about two thousand, and 
among them was Xicholas Carey, Lecturer of Monmouth, who, it will 
be remembered, was appointed at the same time that Robert 
Frampton was elected Headmaster, on the ISth of September, 1658. 

On the 17th of October, 1662, information was given to the Com- 
pany by the Mayor, Bayliffs, and diverse inhabitants of Monmouth, that 
Mr. Carey was incapable of *' preaching the lecture" in consequence of 
his refusal to conform (^) to the regulations imposed by the " Act."" 
They recommended at the same time Charles Godwin, and he was duly 
appointed to the office thus rendered vacant. The new Lecturer 
is described as a man of " pious life, great learning, and orthodox 
carriage. " C) 

(1). S. Bartholomew's Dav (24th August, 1662) was the last (lav allowed for compliance with 
~ the " Act of Uniformity." 
(2). Mr. Oodwin was presented to the Vicarage of Monmouth by Henry Somerset, Lord Herbert, 
instituted in 1663, and held both apx)ointment8 till his death in 1676. See appendix VII. 
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Mr. Fawcett, the Vicar and Lecturer of Newland, must have been 
a man of strong Puritan sympathies, for it was on his recommendation 
that Mr. Carey had been given the appointment, and now that his old 
friend was in adversity he did not desert him. 

It seems that the payment of the almspeople was not at that time 
a necessary part of the duties of the Lecturer, and that Mr. Eawcett 
was the agent for that purpose after he had resigned the Monmouth 
Lectureship. In order, then, to assist Mr. Carey in his poverty, Mr. 
Fawcett, with the Company's sanction, appointed him to pay the 
pensioners there. After hearing of Mr. Carey's allowing himself to be 
removed from his office owing to conscientious scruples, it is a pity to 
read, in a minute dated the 9th of October, 1663, that Mr. Carey had 
received from Mr. Fawcett "ten pounds of this Company's money more 
than he hath paid, which doth thereupon rest upon the said Mr. 
Fawcett's account ; It is ordered that the same shall remain as a debt 
to the Company from the said Mr. Carey, until this Court take further 
order thereon, and in the meantime Mr. Fawcett to be discharged of 
the same out of his account, and Mr. Charles Godwyn, the Com- 
pany's preacher at Monmouth, is directed to assist Mr. Fawcett, as Mr. 
Carey did, in the said distribution." The Compjiny behaved with much 
consideration in this case, as they did many years before to Mr. Bra- 
bourn, when he was deprived of the Lectureship. There is no record 
that this money was refunded, nor, indeed, was Mr. Carey likely ever 
to be in a position to do so. 

To return to the affairs of the School, it will be remembered that 
Robert Frampton had resigned the Headmastership at Lady Day, 1663, 
and, as a proof of the high position to which he had been the means of 
raising it, Mr. John Harmer, lately Greek Professor at the University 
of Oxford, was willing to accept the vacant appointment, and was ac- 
cordingly elected. He was to have entered upon his duties at 
Midsummer, and no doubt he did so, but on the 23rd of July he sent 
in his resignation. Xo reason is assigned for this. He may have 
been disappointed in his expectations when he entered upon the work, 
or some better thing may have turned up. The Company paid him no 
stipend, but allowed him £o for his journey to Monmouth, and 
another £5 was given to Mr. Jordan for his pains in the Master's 
place during the rest of the Quarter. 
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On the recurrence of a vacancy, a petition and certificates from the 
" Maior and BayliflFs and Recorder of Monmouth " were presented to 
the Court, setting forth the "great abilities and qualifications" of Mr. 
Charles Hoole,(^) a Schoolmaster in London, and desiring that he might 
be chosen. This was done, and at the same time a deputation was 
appointed, consisting of the Master and Mr. Osbaldson and Mr. Polling- 
ton, Wardens, with two others, to '' take a journey to Monmouth and 
other places thereabouts and examine the Company's lands, houses, 
and aflFairs." 

Mr. Hoole, who was a man of some literary attainments, did not 
enter upon his duties till after Michaelmas, and Mr. Jordan, who seems 
to have been a painstaking and conscientious man, had the entire 
charge, for which he received a further sum of £10. 

It is not always the best possible thing for people to get what they 
ask for, and this was the experience of Monmouth in the case of Mr. 
Hoole. He was in Holy Orders and held " Ecclesiastical Preferments." 
These he was called upon to give up in accordance with the regulations 
of the Charity, but he was unwilling to do so ; and not only that, but 
in a minute dated 1st July, 1664, it is stated that he had been absent 
from his duties since the previous Eastei', and deputed no one to take 
charge of the scholars under his care, but left it entirely to the Usher. 
This w<as naturally more than tlie Company could put up with, and 
the place was declared void and at th(» disposal of the Court. 

There were three candidates, one of whom, Mr. Morris, was put 
forward by the Town of Monmouth ; another was a Mr. Rawlins, who 
had been appointed by the Court to bo Assistant (Curate) at Aure, in 
Gloucestershire, a benefice in the gift of tiie Company ; and the third 
was a son of the Mr. Warden Pollington already mentioned. The 
Court again passed over their own candidates, and listened to the 
request of the Monmouth people, for Mr. Morris was duly elected on 
the 7th of September, on probation for six months. The School could 
not have been in a flourishing stat«, since, owing to the unprincipled 
conduct of Mr. Hoole, all the work from Lady Day to Midsummer was 

(1). Mr. Hoole was born in 1610, and was a Graduate of Lincoln Collet^e, Oxford. He was ap- 
pointe<l Rector of Great Ponton, Lincoln, in 1042, after being Headmaster of Rotherham 
School for six years. He had been, some yearn previous to his election to Monmouth, 
teacher of a private school at Lothbur>', London. 
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thrown upon the Usher alone. In order to mitigate the evils arising 
from this state of things, the Court arranged that, from Midsummer to 
Michaelmas, it should be under the joint care of the Lecturer and 
Usher, and that the salary payable to the Headmaster should be 
divided between them. 

« 

Mr. Morris entered upon his duties at this latter date (1664), and, 
in the June following, his appointment was confirmed, on the production 
of a certificate from the Town of Monmouth on his behalf, although, 
from what follows, he does not seem to have been particularly efficient, 
nor is there any evidence that the School prospered under his rule. 

The standard of duty seems to have been very low at this time 
among all classes of people from the King down, for even with refer- 
ence to Mr. Godwin, the Lecturer, who in 1 663 was distinguished for 
his "pious life," the following minute appears under date the 16th of 
November, 1666: — 

" Upon complaint made to this Court that Mr. Godwin, the Company's 
preacher at Monmouth, doth not perform the work and duty of his place as 
Viccar and Lecturer according to the admonition given him by the last 
Visitors, It is ordered that a letter be written to him by the Clerke to lett him 
knowe that, if he doe not preache twice ( i ) every Sun'y or gett his place well 
supplied, this Court will give order for the stopping of his salary ; And the 
Clerke is alsoe to write to the Maior of Monmouth to signify to him the mind 
of this Court herein, and to desire his certificate of Mr. Godwin's performance 
•of this their order." 

It is worthy of note that Mr. Godwin is called " Viccar and 
Lecturer," and the Company seem to have assumed quasi episcopal 
functions of a very effectual nature, summed up in the terse apothegm, 
" No work, no pay ; " for no more complaints reached the Court of the 
neglect of his duties by Mr. Godwin. 

In 1667, Saul Jordan was appointed Vicar of Aure, which was a 
well-deserved promotion, after he had been Usher for ten years, since 
he seems to have done his duty very satisfactorily during an unsettled 
and trying time in the history of the School. He managed to keep 
things together, although his attainments do not seem to have qualified 
him to be Headmaster. Anyhow, he was a modest and retiring man, 
and apparently did not care to put himself forward, for there is no 



(1). Once as Vioar, once as Lecturer. See appendix VII. 
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record that he ever applied for the post, although it was more than 
once vacant while he was Usher. He did not, however, live long 
to enjoy his well-earned repose, since he died about June, 1670. 

When Mr. Jordan left, the duties of the Ushership were performed 
by one Tlichard Lucas for some time, on approbation, and on the 28th 
of November, 1668, it was ordered that he should continue to do ao 
during the pleasure of the Court. He, however, left about Christmas^ 
1669, and was succeeded by Henr}' Rogers, whose appointment wa* 
confirmed in 1670. 

The School was not prosi>ering, and great complaints were made by 
the Mayor and others against Mr. Morris, but the tone of the letters 
much displeased the Coui*t, so the Clerk was ordered to write in reph\ 
and let them know, that they "deeply resent the matters complained 
of relating to the Hchoole. and though they had no other hand, in 
electing or confirming Mr. Morris to the place, than their inclinations 
to Answero the importunities of the Towne and Gentlemen of the 
County, yet, if upon examination of w't thc}^ now alledge, the Court 
found it true, thev would endeavour to have him removed." It was 
certainly very provoking, since the Company had appointed Mr. Morris 
to please the Monmouth people, to be railed at by them in return for 
the favour shown ; and so, naturally, after asking for proofs of the 
charges made, the Court, by way of a final snub, suggested that in 
future they were to be left "to their choyce without any interposition 
or recommendacon, in regard (' ) this Court is likely to provide better 
for them herein than thev can for themselves.*' Certainlv this con- 
elusion was not arrived at without good reason due to past experience. 

Mr. Morris was thereupon summoned to London, and the charges^ 
of the Mayor, Bayliifs, and otliers were gone into at a Court held on 
the 5th of January, 1672. He was then examined as to several of the 
Articles, whereto he gave "satisfactory answers, and having read 
certificates and severall letters from eminent p'rsons both of the 
County and Towne, for his dilligence and industry, and the certificates 
of Mr. (road, and Mr. Crumholme, for his abilities in teaching. It is 
ordered, Th.it the said Mr. Morris shall imediately return to his place 
& take care & charge of the Schoole as formerly, & that the Clerk doe 



(1). "In rejranl " is used here o mean ** since,'* or '* because." 



The Monmouth Charity under the Stuctrts. 121 



write to the Maior to signify the same to the Towne, and that the 
Mr. and Wardens will, in a short tyme, give such answers to their 
Letters & Articles as is meet, upon their further examinacon of ye 
matters in fact charged upon the said Mr. Morris." 

This subject, however, was not yet at an end, and in the following^ 
month ifc was again brought forward, and the complaints of " ye 
Ignorance & insufficiency " of Mr. Morris were considered, and letters 
were read from some of the Justices of the Peace of the County 
touching the same. The Court in this difficulty, owing to the 
conflicting evidence, determined to refer the dispute to the Bishop 
of Hereford, " in whose Diocese the Schoole is, & whose license ye s'd 
Mr. Morris hath for the teaching thereof," and to request his Lordship 
to send for the s'd Mr. Morris, & cause him to be examined in his. 
presence & thereupon to remove or continue him as heo shall see 
fltt." 

There is no record as to whether the Bishop acceded to the request 
of the Court, or whether Mr. Morris had to stand after the manner of 
a naughty boy who had not learnt his lesson, and undergo a stiff viva 
voce examination. All this may be left to a lively imagination ; but, 
as a matter of fact, Mr. Morris was not sent away, and in the follow- 
ing July he was presented to the llectory of Mitchel Troy, and retired 
from the Headmastership with all the honours of war. On the 13th 
of that month an election took place, when Mr. Thomas Bassett was 
appointed to the place out of three candidates. The other two were 
Dr. Edward Hooker and Mr. Henry llogers, the Usher. 

In this election the wishes of the Magistrates of the town were not 
considered, in accordance with the determination come to when trouble 
arose about the complaints made by them against Mr. Morris. This 
action on the part of the Court was very displeasing to them, and, 
besides this, an attempt was made on the part of Mr. Morris, backed 
up by recommendations from '' severall Persons of Quality in the 
County of Monmouth & also from severall worthy persons of the Towne^ 
who take not part with the Maior & llecorder against the Companies 
Rights there," to induce the Company to cancel Mr. Bassett's election 
and put in Mr. Tlogers, the Usher, as Headmaster. In reply to this it 
was ordered that, " the Clerke doe write to 8'r Trevor Williams (') or 



(1). Of Llangibby Castle. He was created a baronet by Charles I. in 1642. In 1645 he became 
a Parliamentarian, and in 1648 returned to his allegiance to the Kintf. 
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SV George Probert, to be communicated to ye rest of ye Gent of the 
County yt subscribed the Paper from them now deliver'd, & also to Mr. 
Godwin, the Companies Preacher att Monmouth, to be communicated to 
them of ye Towne that subscribed the Paper from them, and therein 
to lett them know that, before the comeing of their Papers, this Court 
had, upon very weighty and just grounds, elected Mr. Bassett, a Master 
of Arts of above 4 years standing, who was highly recommended to 
them for his eminent learning, to be the head Schoolm.ister in the Roome 
•of Mr. Morris and that, as matters now stood betweene the Company 
and some of the Magistrates of the Towne of Monmouth, they thought 
it most prudent & just for them to put a person into that place upon 
their owne right, without any further recommendacon than his owne 
learning and abilities, and that they doe not doubt of Mr. Bassett's 
w^ell approving of himself in his place upon try all had of him and, if it 
should be otherwise, they had elected him but for a yeare upon 
Approbacoii." 

In addition to this, Mr. Morris, who seems to have been determined 
to lose nothing from an excess of modesty or from want of asking, 
applied for the salary of the Headmastership up to Christmas, although 
it was arranged that Mr. Bassett was to enter upon his duties at 
Michaelmas. The Court was very considerate in its reply to Mr. 
Morris, although he does not seem to have deserved much, for they 
promised " that, upon his pr'sent giving up the house and Schoole to 
Mr. Bassett and upon Certificate that the Schoolemaster's house is left 
in good repaire, that, his peticon should be taken into consideracon & 
a fitting Answer given thereto, and also, that his Bond, given for 
keeping and leaveing his house in repaire, should be delivered up to 
him." There is no record as to how the matter was settled, but the 
CJourt was very careful not to bind itself to any promise. 

The quarrel between the Company and the Corporation of Mon- 
mouth soon entered upon an acute stage. The latter were desirous of 
getting into their own hands, not only the election of the Almspeople, 
but also of the Lecturer, Headmaster, and Usher. As vacancies most 
frequently arose in connection with the first of these pieces of pre- 
ferment, it promptly became the battlefield of the two parties. 
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On the 16th of August, 1672, soon after the election of Mr.Bassett, 
the Court, in order again to show their independence, altogether 
ignored the existence of the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Recorder, who had 
hitherto sent up three names, when a vacancy arose, for the Company 
to select one, and, instead of continuing this practice, " upon the- 
recommendacon of Mr. Godwin, the Companies Preacher att Monmouth, 
& diverse Persons of Quality of the Towne of Monmouth, did elect 
William Davies, a very Poor man, into ye Almshouse there, in the 
roome of Charles Herbert deceased." At the same Court mention was 
made of several complaints touching the abuses of some of the Alms- 
people there, "by entertainment of Inmates, and others of ill fame, into* 
their respective Lodgings and Apartments." 

The Mayor and Recorder had, however, forestalled the action of the 
Court, and had already put a man into the vacant Almshouse. In re- 
ply to this, a letter was ordered to be written to the Lecturer and 
Headmaster, directing them " to remove and displace the person soe 
put in by the Maior and Recorder, & if that cannot peaceably be done^ 
that they take care that noe money be payd him, but that the same 
be payd to William Davies whom this Court lately chose to succeed 
the sayd Herbert." 

No doubt the power of the purse was sufficient to effect a settle- 
ment of this difficulty for the present, and the Court in the following 
month appointed a Committe, at Monmouth to carry out their wishes 
there. The following is a list of their names : " Mr. Charles Godwin,. 
Minister of Monmouth, Mr. William Morris, late Schoolmaster there, 
Mr. Thomas Bassett, the pr'sent Schoolmaster, Mr. Henry Rogers, the 
pr'sent Ussher, Mr. William Adams, (^) Mr. William ffortune, Mr. 
Thomas Hall, Mr. Adam Macklin, Mr. Thomas Philpott, Mr. William 
Williams, Mr. Charles Taylor, Mr. John Philpott, Mercer, Mr. Edward 
Jones" — ^just a "baker's dozen," a kind of "thirteen club." These, 
or the major part of them, were authorized " to take ye care & inspec- 
tion of the Almshouses," and to put an end to all the abuses that had 
arisen. They were to signify the names of all those who did not 
reform, after being warned, in order that they might be displaced and 
their pensions taken from them. In case of a vacancy, they were to 
" nominate three of the poorest and most antient Persons in the Town, 

(1). See appendix X. 
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out of whom the Governors may choose one to succeed in such vacant 
place from tyme to tyme." The Visitors and Committee, appointed 
under the last and present scheme of the Charity Commissioners, have 
had similar duties assigned them. 

This arrangement did not put an end by any means to the dispute, 
and, in May of the following year (1673), the Court was informed that 
the " Maior and Recorder have lately taken upon them to place in 
severall persons, in the Almshouse there, in the roomes of some that 
are deceased, without the Companies eleccon." Accordingly, a letter 
ivas ordered to be written by the Clerk to " Mr. Bassett, the School- 
master, to thanke those Gent that take care about the Companies 
rights & interest there, and to desire they will take the spediest 
•course they can, by the Justices of Peace, or otherwise, to regaine the 
possession, & place in the poore people lately chosen by the Master & 
Wardens, & in the mean tyme to pay them, & to take special care that, 
neither of the persons placed there by the Maior & Recorder, or any 
other, without the Companies Ord'r, be paid anything of the pension 
•due to the Almespeople there." 

It is rather unaccountable that the Schoolmaster, and not the 
Lecturer, was communicated with on this occasion. Mr. Godwin was 
probably getting infirm and careless about his duties, whereas Mr. 
Bassett was the special nominee of the Court, in spite of the wishes of 
the Monmouth people, and could therefore be the better relied on to 
look after the rights of the Governors. 

These directions were followed up, in the following August, by 
sending a Deputation into the neighbourhood, " to enquire of all 
matters relating to ye charitable intencons of ye ffounder, particularly 
of ye state of ye sayd school, & observations of ye statutes & ordinances 
thereof, & of ye behaviour of ye Almespeople, & lieare all the 
<5omplaints touching ye same, & make their Report to this Court, & 
further (as farr as they can), upon advice first taken, to settle ye 
poore people, lately chosen into ye Almeshouse att Monmouth." 

On the 18th of September (1673), the Report of the Deputation 
was read, and what had been done was very well approved of, and the 
-Court thanked them for the trouble they had taken. The Magistrates 
of the Town gave up all further attempt to assert, what they con- 
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sidered their rights, by forcible means, and recourse was had to the 
Court of Chancery. A decree was made on the 11th of July, 1681, by 
which, after reciting, that the Magistrates of Monmouth had hereto- 
fore, upon a vacancy in the Almeshouse, returned to the Company, as 
Oovernors of the Charity, the names of three persons, out of whom the 
Company had appointed one to be admitted into the said Almeshouse, 
the Court (of Chancery) declared "such usage to be just and reason- 
able, and ordered that it should be observed by all parties for the 
future." 

The Corporation of the Town succeeded in regaining their share in 
the selection of the Almspeople, but did not obtain a voice in the 
appointment of the Lecturer, Headmaster, and Usher. This decree did 
not satisfy the Monmouth Magistrates, but the Governors were 
prepared loyally to carry out its provisions. The former were not 
willing to act in accordance with the decision of the Court of Chancery, 
and refused to nominate poor persons for a selection by the Governors, 
when vacancies arose in the Almshouses. 

Under these circumstances the Company adopted a conciliatory 
attitude, and, hearing that one of theii- number, Mr. Warden Chaplin, 
was about to go into Herefordshire, they requested of him that he 
would take Monmouth in his way home. This was a good arrange- 
ment, for he had " interest and acquaintances in those parts," and this 
procured him a " very kind reception,'' from the Magistrates of the 
Borough. He " so farr pr'vailed with the Maior, Recorder, and Com'on 
Counsell there, in order to peace & a good understanding, that they 
no'inated 9 p'rsons, out of which li were to be chosen into the Almes- 
houses there, which he then chose & placed accordingly. And that the 
said Com'on Counsell resolved to spend & disburse noe more moneys in 
the suite between them & the Company." Mr. Warden Chaplin was 
clearly trusted as a plenipotentiary and was entirely successful in the 
mission he undertook. He received the thanks of the Court that met 
on the 27th of October, 1 682, and his expenses in going to Monmouth 
and Newland were ordered to be defrayed. This method of electing 
the Almspeople continued for close upon two hundred years, till 1 868, 
when, under a scheme sanctioned by the Charity Commissioners, the 
right was transferred, from the Mayor and Council, to a body of 
Visitors, who had in the first instance been called into existence so far 
back as 1825. 
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The history of this quarrel, in order to bring it to a conclusion, 
has been carried into the period of time which is dealt with in the 
next chapter. Before passing on to this, it will be well to revert to 
the affairs of the School, and recall the fact of the election of Mr^ 
Bassett to be Headmaster in the place of Mr. Morris, who had 
accepted the living of Michel Troy, in July, 1672. An attempt was- 
made, as already explained, to put Mr. Henry Rogers, the Usher, into- 
the vacant berth, but the Governors would not have him. He, 
however, continued to work under Mr. Bassett for two years, till 
September, 1674, when he was appointed Master of Abergavenny 
School, and Mr. Charles Chapman, B.A., was chosen in his place. 

It was about this date, as already related, that the Huntingdon 
estates, belonging to the Newland Charity, were sold and two leases- 
on the Hatcham property were bought in. From this time (1675)^ 
till the Court of Chancery interfered with a decree, (') declaring that all 
the rents and profits of this last named estate belonged entirely to- 
Monmouth from 1697 — a period of 22 years — both these Charities- 
were supported by the proceeds of the Hatcham property. 

This is a convenient point to end the chapter, and to reserve for 
the next two, an account of a stormy period in the history, not only 
of the Charity at Monmouth, but also of the one at Xewland. 




(1). Dated the 10th of July, 1708. 
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"MJij'HE firat minute of any interest with reference to Monmouth, 
(2tl that ocours after notice of the Bale of the Huntingdon estates, 
relates to a house and grounds situated in the Borough, of which 
mention haa Iwen already made in a previous chapter, called "Teague's 
House," It was explained that it had been offered to the Town, at a 
nominal rent, in 1 655, in order to provide a " Workhouse " for the 
promoting and rerival of the ancient trade of making caps, but the 
Magistrates did not avail themselves of the opportunity, and it was 
therefore ordered to be sold. This, however, was not done and a 
second attempt was made to advance the prosperity of the Town. A 
lease of the place was granted in 1 668 to Mr. Milborne, the Recorder, 
and others, for ten years at a nominal yearly rent of tea shillings, 
wherein it was expressly provided that, "if the trade of capping take 
not effect to the benefit of the poor of the place within the two years 
^^^^^t ensuing, that it shall be void of aU intents and purposes," 
^^^^B After waiting three years, the lease was declared forfeited in 1662, 
^^^Hu this property was again ordered to be let or sold, and £80 was 
^^^mted on as the minimum price. It must have been let, for it was not 
sold till 1 676, when a Mr. Belcher, or Belchior, an Alderman of the 
Borough, then offered £105 for it. As no further mention is made of 
the house, and aa this exceeded by a good sum the reserved price, no 
doubt it was accepted. This residence and ground most likely is the 
one at the right-hand corner of Nailers' Ijine, now the property of 
Mr. Gower. (') 



(1). b™i 






a had been tbe resldeace 
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Mr. Charles Godwin, the Lecturer, died in October, 1676, after 
holding the appointment for fourteen years. There were several 
candidates for the office, among whom were both the Headmaster (Mr. 
Bassett) and the Usher (Mr. Chapman). It was decided that, before 
the election, they must all preach before members of the Court at 
S. Michael's Church with the permission of the Incumbent of the 
Parish. This course had been adopted a few months before in the case 
of Newland, and apparently the discourses then delivered had produced 
a beneficial effect on those whose duty it was to listen to them, or it 
had resulted in procuring a very capable man for the Lectureship, or 
perhaps both causes may have had due weight. Anyhow it was 
decided to repeat the experiment. Different days and hours were 
fixed for the several competitors to exhibit their oratorical powers, 
and due notice was sent to the members of the Court, so that they 
might attend and " heare them respectively." As the Headmaster and 
Usher were not in London (for it was the month of November and 
they were very properly engaged in their School duties), no day was 
fixed for their preaching, and it was determined that at the " next 
Court, after the s'd tymes appointed for preaching, they will proceed, as 
formerly they had done, to choose one to the s'd place, out of those 
who have preached before them." This was rather rough upon the 
Headmaster and Usher, for the effect of it was, to exclude both of 
them from the competitive sermon. No standard of excellence seems 
to have been laid down as to what particular qualification should 
carry most marks, whether lengtli or l)rcvity, whether soundness of 
doctrine according to the notion of the more profound theologians 
of the members of the Court, or eloquence, or whether an imposing 
presence was to be taken as of any worth. All this seems to have 
been left to the discretion of those who were to occupy the seat of 
judgment. Whatever may have b(:eu his superior excellency, one John 
Wickens, M.A., was duly elected on the 30th of November, 1676. The 
salary up to Christmas was ordered to be paid to Mr. Godwin's 
daughter, and they " did also recom'end her condicon to the said Mr. 
Wickens for his further kindness to her, as he shall see cause, when he 
goes thither, but she is to take care that the place be supplied till 
Ch'mas next." Unfortunately no mention is made of the new 
Lecturer's " condicon," and so it is impossible to say, whether this is 
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meant as a gentle hint, that it would be an act deserving of great praise 
to transform the young lady — especially if the qualifying adjective were 
justified by the date of her birth — into Mrs. Wickens, and so relieve her 
of the painful necessity of giving up the official residence. 

Mr. Wickens, notwithstanding his success in the trial sermon, and 
therefore his presumed eloquence, and whatever may have been thp 
reception accorded him by the lady fair when he came down to take 
possession of his cure, was certainly not received with " open arms,^' 
either by the Bishop of the Diocese (Hereford), the Vicar of the parish 
(Mr. Pye), or the people of the Town. They one and all proceeded to 
make it as uncomfortable for him as they possibly could. The Bishop 
refused lo license him until the Company had granted him his election 
under their seal.(^) Hitherto it had been customary for the Lecturer 
to be appointed on probation and no difficulty had been made. The 
Vicar denied him liberty to preach in the Church, in which the Town 
backed him up, and called in question the right of the Court to appoint 
him, and commenced suits against the Company, as related in the last 
chapter, in order to enforce their view of the case. 

The Marquis of Worcester, so says the minutes, upon some false 
information, concerned himself in the Town's behalf, and, owing to his 
lordship's influence, the Bishop continued his refusal to license Mr. 
Wickens even to preach in the School. In consequence of this, the 
Court, on the 13th of November, 1677, having heard that his lordship 
was in London, appointed a deputation consisting of Sir John Lawrence, 
the Master, and others, to wait upon him at any time he might arrange. 
For some reason or other the interview did not come off for several 
months, as it was not till the following June that the Marquis fixed a 
day for the purpose. . The object was, " to satisfy him touching the 
Company's rights and proceedings about the Lecturer's place att 
Monmouth, and to take off all aspersions cast upon the Company in 
reference thereto, or to any pt of the trusts reposed in them by Mr. 
Jones." In this the Deputation succeeded, for nothing more is heard of 
the Marquis of Worcester in connection with the legal proceedings. 

To return to the affairs of the School, in July, 1677, Mr. Charles 
Chapman, the Usher, was appointed Vicar of Aure, as " in that place 



(1). During the time of the Commonwealth, the Company had acted without episcopal 
suiction. This was the line the Bishop took to assert his legal authority. 
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(MonmoQtli) he hath worthily demeaned himself." This was the 
Beooiid Usher who had heen so promoted to this preferment, which was 
one, not of greater emolument, but of greater eaie and dignity, for the 
great tithes of Aure at that time were worth only .£3ij, which was the 
same as the salary paid to the Usher. 

In October of the same year, Mr. Edraond Evans, B.A., was elected 
in Kr. Chapman's place. Although the late Usher seems to have 
"worthily demeaned " himself, the School was by no means in a pros- 
peroua state, Mr. Evans was required to give a bond of the penalty of 
j£200 to resign the appointment at the end of sis months, it required 
BO to do. He was in attendance at the hall, and being called in and 
" acquainted w'th the sayd eleccoa & condicon, did thankfully accept 
thereof, and being required to give this Court a speedy aocompt of ye 
pr'sent state of ye sehoole, he promised soe to doe, and thereupon, 
S'r Thomas Player, Mr. Chandler, ifr. Uascal, Mr. Wickins (') Mr. 
Foatescue, Mr. White, & Mr. Cornish, or any three of them, are made a 
Comittee, & desired to enquire & satisfy themselves touching the matters 
objected to ag't Mr. Bassett, the School emaster there, & to consider the 
best way and means for the Recovery of the Sehoole to its former 
Reputation and splendour, and, when they sbalbe ready, to make Report 
of matters in fact w'th their opinion thereon." 

This was a very unwise and improper course to pursue, and very 
unfair towards Mr. Evans, to exact a promise from him to act as 
a spy, and report on the conduct of his superior officer. Under such an 
arrangement it was not at all likely that these two would get on well 
together, and it is by no means surprising to find, in July of the follow- 
ing year (1678), a "Paper sent up by Mr. Evans and directed to the 
Court, wherein are sundry Articles and Informations ag't Mr. Bassett, 
w'th other things yt relate to diEEerences between the sayd Master and 
Usher, as to their respective rights, both as to the admission of schollerB 
and their teaching. And this Court, haveing now taken full consideracon 
thereof, Sc the great diminution of the schollers in that sehoole for some 
years past, with the complaynts that have been heretofore made ag't 
the Master teaching the same, And considering alsoe, that differences 
growing between the teachers will tend to further mischiefs and inoon- 

^.) Proba.bl; m relieve ol the LeotuiBr. 
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veniences, & hinder the fourishing and good estate of the schoole, if not 
speedily prVented & healed, Did now desire Mr. Wickins & Mr. 
Jekyll (^) to make a full and exact enquiry into ye pr'sent state of the 
fichoole att Monmouth, & heare & examine the differences between the 
Master and Usher, w^th the causes thereof, & to certify under their 
hands to this Court how they find matters, both as to the number of 
schollers and the causes of the decay of the Reputation of the Schoole, 
& where the fault is that the Master & Usher doe not agree.'^ 

The Report and Certificates of the two Lecturers were read to the 
Court on the 18th of September, '* Whereby it appeareth that the sayd 
Mr, Bassett Did cleare himself in the most materiall things charged 
upon him by Mr. Evans." After debating the question, the Court came 
to the decision, "that the dissentions betweene the Master & Usher will 
tend to the further decay, if not the utter ruin," of the School, "and 
understanding alsoe, that there is no probability of reconciling & heal- 
ing those breaches and differences, wch are already between them, but 
they are like more and more to increase. And that there is noe better 
way to pr'serve & recover the sayd schoole than by parting the said 
Master and Usher." 

In accordance with this view of the case, six months' notice was 
given to Mr. Evans, to take effect at Lady Day (1679). The Governors 
appear to have contemplated this contingency, and had taken the 
precaution to exact a bond, as already stated, requiring him to resign, 
if called upon so to do. They sent him on a difficult mission, and 
things turned out as any experienced person might have expected. It 
was ordered, however, that " an admonitory letter be written to the 
«ayd Mr. Bassett, thereby to require him to amende & reforme all such 
his Carriage and Demeanor, both as to the Schollers & others, as hath 
been heretofore blameworthy in him, & hath tended to the Detriment of 
the sayd Schoole.*' 

The course which the Governors took in this case does not seem to 
have closed the subject, and apparently the report of the two lecturers 
was rather one-sided, for only two years later, at a Court held on the 
21st of November (1678), further consideration was given to "the 
pr'sent state and condicon of the Schoole att Monmouth, & of the severall 
complaints heretofore made ag't Mr. Bassett, the Schoolemaster 



(1^. The Lecturer at Newland. 
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thereof," and thej " Did resolve tu take tlie more effectual course they 
can for the recovery of the sayd Sohoo!, and in order thereunto, did 
order that the sayd Mr. Bassett shall p'rsonally attend this Court, and 
hear what is objected ag't him, Jk receive the admonicons and direoons 
of this Court for reformacon, And be obliged to observe & p'rform the 
same, wch, it he shall refuse or neglect tn doe, Then such coarse to he 
taken for his removaU as then shalbe thought fit & advised. And that 
the matter be noe longer delayed, the Gierke is ordered to write a Lett'r 
imediately to the sayd Mr. Bassett to come up the next week, or as 
Boon as possible he can, after the receipt of such Lett'r sent unto 



The oommimication between London and Monmouth a', this time 
must have been fairly rapid, considering the state of the roads, for on 
the 30th of the same month, only nine days after, Mr. Bassett had 
arrived, and attended a Court held at that time for the purpose of con- 
sidering the accusations sgainst bim. On being called in, he wan 
" charged with severall offences, miscarriages & neglects, in reference to 
his duty in the tiohool ; viz't his demanding of Quarterage for SohoUers 
that ought to be freely taught, his own severity in oorrecooii, his morose 
& ill biimn'r & carriage, his indulged sloth & negligence, bis aptuesB t» 
oontend w'th hia Usher, Shis not keeping house fit to entertain boarders, 
& refusing to goe & sitt w'tli his Schollers att Church. He did 
acknowledge himselfe to be faulty in those things, i& did humbly desire 
the favour of this Court in passing by & pardoning his pass'd faults and 
miscarriages. And being afterwards called iii('), S'r Thomas Player, 
o'r pr'sent Master, by the consent & diroccon of this Cm 
very fully & w'th great prudence & tenderness admonish the sayd Mr. 
Bassett in all the particulars before menconed, & gave !iim very whole- 
some & good oounsell for his future amendm't and referm 
which admonicons and councells, the sayd Mr. Bassett thankfully 
rec'd, & promised to reforme in all things, i£ use his utmost endeavors 
for the regaining the credit of the aayd Schools by his future diligence 
& good carriage, both aft home & abroad. And thereupon this Court 
now agree to passe by the former miscarriages of the sayd Mr. Bassett, 
and did order his speedy returne to the Schoolo. And all the members 
of this Court Did now give thanks to S'r Thomas Player for his advize 
-to Mr. Bassett & prudent managprat of this affair." 

(1). No donbl Mr. Bawtl wbb toM to retlR while the luhjec 
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Comment is needless ! That Mr. Bassett was entirely in the wrong, 
from first to last, is perfectly plain on his own confession, and for once 
the Clerical Schoolmaster and the Layman changed places. The man, 
whose business it was to lecture others on their duty, was himself the 
recipient of an admonition, coupled with good advice — a process which 
many members of the laity think might be more frequently repeated, to 
the great advantage of the Clergy themselves. Well, on this knotty 
point, no opinion is here expressed, save that, in this particular instance, 
both parties acquitted themselves with gieat credit, the one by the 
dignified and judicious way in which he administered the rebuke, and 
the other by the humilit}' with which he received the same, and promised 
amendment of life. Why, the whole scene deserved to be immortalised 
by the painter's art ! 

Mr. Evans was very shabbily treated in this affair, for, when he was 
elected Usher, a promise was exacted from him that he would send a 
true report of the state of things at Monmouth. He performed his 
promise no doubt in reliance on the support and fair treatment of the 
Governors. After Mr. Bassett had justified the complaints made by 
Mr. Evans, it was reasonable to expect they would have, either with- 
drawn the notice to leave, which they had already given the latter, or 
provide him with a better appointment. They adopted neither course, 
but when the six months had elapsed, in March, 1679, they chose 
Francis Tyler, M.A., of Lincoln College, Oxford, to take his place. 
They had taken the precaution to get from him a bond of £200 that he 
would resign, if called upon to do so, but there is no mention of such a 
thing in the case of Mr. Bassett, who was unfit for the position he 
held. The weaker must go to the wall. It was a case of expediency, 
not of justice. 

The Governors, however, did not so easily get rid of Mr. Evans. At 
this time they were on bad terras with the authorities of the town, and 
the people seized the opportunity of takinu; up tlie cause of the discarded 
Usher. There is no doubt that Mr. Bassett had made himself especi- 
ally obnoxious to the inhabitants of the place, for he had demanded 
" quarterage," no doubt at the point of the cane, from those who were 
entitled to their education without payment of fees. One of the 
charges against him, of which he admitted the truth, was his over 
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severit}^ in correction, and no doubt the " free " boj's, to say the least, 
bore quite their share of the infliction. 

It is not at all surprising, then, to read that in the month after Mr. 
Tyler's election, (April 1679), the magistrates of the town acted in be- 
half of Mr. Evans, in opposition to the Headmaster, who was supported 
by the Company. No doubt they were, not unreasonabl}', displeased, 
because no attempt was made to supersede him, after the truth of the 
charges against him had been admitted. The Mayor and Recorder 
enlisted the help of Sir Trevor Williams, of Llangibby Castle, and the 
Bishop of the Diocese (Hereford), and also an Information was exhi- 
bited in the Attorney General's name against the Company, touching 
the Charities at Monmouth, to which an answer was put by the 
Governors into the Court. A decree was made on the 11th of July, 
1681, as already related in the previous chapter, and peace was restored 
between the Governors and the Town by the good offices of Mr. Warden 
Chaplin. 

During this unsettled interval the School suffered, and from a minute 
dated the 9th of May, 1679, it may be gathered, that the Schoolhouse 
itself was much out of repair. Mr. Francis Tyler performed the duties 
of Usher, although Mr. Evans would not resign, and there was conse- 
quently a difficulty about paying him the salary. Mr. Tyler did not 
receive any money till he had been at the School for eight months. 
At last, in November, 1679, the Court, on hearing of his " integrity 
and good carriage,*' ^ave him £15 with the promise that he should have 
*' future consideration." This paid him at the rate of .£30 a year up 
to the previous Michaelmas. He then had to wait ten more months 
before he got any further payment, for it was not till September, 1680, 
that he received his salary up to the previous Lady Day. Then in 
June, 1681, he received £15 as salar}- up to the previous Michaelmas. 
Nine months in arrear I Poor man I The butchers and bakers of 
those days must have given long credit, and Mr. Tyler must iiave been, 
either a long-suffering specimen of humanity, or else he was hardly 
worth his salt, and could not get anything better. 

At last even his patience seems to have been exhausted, for in 
December following (1681) he made a personal application to the Court 
on the 23rd of that month. It was pleaded that he had done his duty 
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at Monmouth for "several years," and had been "very active and 
serviceable on behalf e of the Company there." He was given £15 for 
his salary up to the previous Lady Day, and directed " to returne and 
abide att Monmouth till the Court gave further order therein/' 

Eventually the apothegm ascribed to a late eminent statesman, 
that " all things come to the man who can wait," was verified in the case 
•of Mr. Tyler. Mr. Warden Chaplin, to whom reference has been 
already made, when he visited Monmouth in October, 1682, managed 
to effect a reconciliation between the Company and the Town, and at 
the same time endeavoured to get over the difficulty about the Ushei^ 
ship, by offering Mr. Evans his salary up to Michaelmas, if he would 
resign. This he declined to do without due consideration, but after- 
wards wrote to Mr. Chaplin accepting his offer, and came up to London 
to receive the money and resign. By this arrangement he scored 
pretty considerably, notwithstanding the bond of £200 which he had 
given, as he drew his salary for three and a half years, while another 
man was paid to do the work. Peace now reigned once more, and the 
■contest came to an end, in which, although the Town did not get all it 
tried for, still the honours of war could not be claimed altogether by 
the Company. 

The way was now open for Mr. Tyler, and so at a Court held on the 
the 2nd of December (1682) he presented a " humble petition," setting 
forth that he had attended his duty as Usher at Monmouth since Lady 
Day, 1679, by order of the Company, and that " he had been at great 
paines and expenses in asserting and vindicating the Company's rights 
at Monmouth." He was called in and asked whether he had " license (^) 
to teach in the School," and he then produced a license lately granted 
him by Sir Timothy Baldwin, Chancellor of the Diocese (Hereford), 
under the Episcopal seal. Mr. T)'ler was not the only candidate, but 
•curiously enough, as a proof of the poverty to which the benefice of 
Monmouth had been reduced in consequence of the successive acts of 
pillage on the part of those in power, to which it had been subjected, 
a " letter and humble request " was read from the " Mr. Herbert Pye, 
the Vicar, for the said Usher's place." The Court, however, very 
properly felt, that "they could not in justice or honor" make void their 

(1). According to the canon, which was the law of the land, all schoolmasters were required to 
be licens^ by the Bishop of the Diocese in which they exercised their vocation. 
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former election, and so Mr. Tyler's appointment was duly confirmed. 
" He was admonished to hasten downe and take very speciall care for 
the good of the School?' Mr. Bassett did all the work of the School 
from Michaelmas till this time, and so there was good reason for catting 
short Mr. Tyler's sojourn in London. Mr. Bassett also went to th& 
expense of a bell, and did some necessary repairs, for all which he was 
paid <£25, on condition that he did not walk off with the aforesaid bell 
when he left the School. 

For a few years now peace reigned supreme and things moved 
smoothly along. In March, 1685, Mr. John Wickens sent in his- 
resignation as Lecturer, after holding the office for more than eight 
years, and on the 11th of July Mr. Charles Herbert, a fellow of King's 
College, Cambridge, was unanimously elected, out of three Candidates^ 
to fill the vacancy, without going through the ordeal of a trial sermon. 
As the Court had now no troubles and quarrels to exercise their 
patience or talents, they turned their attention to the fine arts, and 
recommended to the Wardens " the getting of (a) module of the 
Hospitallof Monmouth to be painted or cutt in Copper for the making 
of a print thereof, which they shall think fitt." 

Whether the Wardens adopted the suggestion or not, is very 
doubtful. No such thing has been preserved so far as can be 
ascertained. At this time the pecuniary condition of the Company and 
its Charities was by no means satisfactory, and there was nothing ta 
spare (and a pity it was so) for luxuries of this kind. Mr. Bassett's- 
restless soul was just now in a quiescent state, and the further troubles 
of the quarrelsome Schoolmaster will form the subject of another 
chapter. 



CHAPTEK XL— 1685.1713. 
Chahit? Unhbb the Hto^kcs.— Concluded 1685—1713. 



Lentui-sr:— Charles Herbert, 1685. Headmasters. Thomas BaEseU. 1672— « 
Thomas Wright, 1687—91 ; Thomas Bassett (restored), 1601-1713. 



fN order the better ti> underataad the contents of the oarliei* part of 
this chapter it in ueceasary to refer to the politieal eveuts which 
took place at this time. Charles II. died on the 6th of February, 1685, 
and was succeeded bj' his brother, Jame.s II., then Duke of York. Thi« 
latter king soon rendered himself unpopular by the course he took with 
a view to restore the Supremacy of the Pope of Home over the English 
Ohurch, and bitter feelings of hostility were in consequence aroused, 
rhe Headmaster of the Sronmonth School joined the ranks of King 
James's determined opponents, but the contemporary writer shall tell 
the story in hia own words. In a minute dated the 16th of November, 
1886, the Court was informed by the Master of the Company, 

"That there was complaint made to his Majie in Councell of a sedicious 
and scandalous theame giveu by Mr. Bassett Schoolmaster of the Sehoole nt 
Monmnuth, to his Scbollara, which reflected pon 1 is present Ma] e nhen I e 
was Duke of York, and likewise what was sajri ly I s Maj le in C uncell 
upon that oci^asion, and further, informing th s Court what m\ Lorl Chan 
cellor said to him upon the said matter, atil upon read ng a C pp^ of tl e 
same theame exhibited before his Ma]' e n Ln neell and tl e sa d Mr 
Bassett. bein^r c^alled in, examined, and heard uho C the same althougl hi> 
did not owne the sd Theame litteraly as tl e same w s exhibited before his 
Maj'ie, but produced a Coppy of that which 1 e ack owledged I e had give i 
Mb SchoUars, wherein there did appears to be but a very I ttle d flereac 
and having fully heard what the said Mr Bassett c ull saj for h mselfc 
upon the occasion, and likewise upon read ng tl e statutes of the school at 
Monmouth which related to the Sehoole Ma ter of the aa d 8c) oole Icdil 
appears to this Court, that the said Mr. Bassett had given the Schollars thu 
said theme with vicious intencons, and thereby neglected the true duty of hi« 
place by teaching & instmctinghisSchollarsiii matters that were not lltt to 
e taught children, hut such as were of dangerous consequence to the 
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Government, by instilling ill and malicious principles into tbe minds of his 
Schollars ; And upon very solemne debate had of the whole matter, This 
Court did unanimously resolve and order, that the said Mr. Bassett be dis- 
displaced from bein^ Master of the said Schoole, and the sayd Mr. Bassett is 
hereby displaced accordingly from the Sclioole Master's place of the sayd 
•Schoole at Monmouth, and the said Mr. Bassett, being called in, was 
informed, by the Master, of the resolution and order of this Court, and that he 
remove from his house and Schoole by Lady Day next." 

The Schoolmaster had evidently come to London to meet the charge 
against; him as best he could. He was certainly very free from any 
Jacobite tendency, and he was not the man to submit quietly to the 
sentence passed upon him. His first move was to get the help of the 
" Most Noble the Duke of Beaufort," and a message was conveyed to 
the Company, on behalf of Mr. Bassett, by the Secretar}' of his Grace, 
who bore the perhaps not altogether inappropriate name of " Crow.'* 
In consequence of this, a Deputation was appointed on the 9th of 
March, 1 687, to wait upon the Duke to know his " Lordship's " 
pleasure, and to report thereon. 

The result of the interview may be gathered from what took place 
at the Court which met nine days later, on the 18th of March. On this 
•occasion, the order previously made for the removal of Mr. Bassett at 
Lady Day was read, and then a petition from him with several certifi- 
-cates on his behalf. It did not, however, appear from these, that he 
had regained the King's grace and favour, so that the Court might, 
with any regard, reinstate him in his position. 

There were three Candidates for the appointment, Mr. Charles 
Herbert, Mr. Thomas Wright, and Mr Josiah Povey. Whether the 
first of the three was the Lecturer does not appear, but the name is 
the same. At that time the Lectureship was the better post of the 
two, and it is difficult to imagine any reason for this application, unless 
he hoped to be allowed to hold both — a thing which had hitherto never 
been done. However, after reading several '* ample certificates " on 
behalf of Mr. Wright, *' as well touching his learning and abilities for 
teaching School, and also of his sober life and conversation," he was 
duly elected to be Headmaster, on approbation, for one year, from Lady 
Day, and was required to enter upon his duties " as soon as con- 
veniently he may." 
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Mr. Bassebt was by no means ready to submit without a further 
struggle, and so, when Mr. Wright went down to Monmouth to take 
possession, he showed fight, for he refused to quit the house or the 
School, unless he were served with an order from the King himself, 
" although," says the minute, " he faithfully promised soe to doe. ' 
The Company, on this, appointed a Committee to wait on the Lord 
Chancellor and take his directions. They were advised to petition his 
Majesty for the removal of Mr. Bassett. This they according did, and 
obtained an order under the royal signet for that purpose. The School- 
master then withdrew and allowed Mr. Wright to take possession of 
the premises about Midsummer of the same year (1687). In con- 
sequence of this dispute the Governors thought it prudent to confirm 
Mr. Wright'? appointment without delay, and this was done in less 
than six months after his election, whereas he was to have continued 
twelve months on approbation. 

James II. was driven from the throne of his ancestors at the end 
of 1688, and on the 11th of April in the following year William and 
Mary were crowned in Westminster Abbey. Mr. Bassett promptly 
took advantage of the change, for, at the Court held the 20th of July, 
he presented himself, and " preferred his peticon together with his 
Maj'ie's (William III.) letter and several certificates ; and Mr. 
Williams and Mr, Arnold, Burgesses in this present Parliament, 
appearing in his behalfe, desired he may be restored to his former 
place of Schoolemaster." The matter was debated and Mr. Wright was 
requested " to attend this Court this day three weeks." 

The further consideration of the subject was delayed nearly six 
weeks, for it was not till the 23rd of August that the Schoolmaster in 
possession and the Schoolmaster who sought to be reinstated, wer& 
both present at the meeting of the Court. Here the matter was fully 
debated, with the result, that Mr. Wright was confirmed in his appoint- 
ment and ordered *' to retume to his Schoole and take the care and 
charge thereof — as formerly he had done." 

He did return, but Mr. Bassett, on his own responsibility, also- 
returned and *' violently and forcibly " took possession of the School, 
with the assistance of some people and, among others, with the aiding 
and abetting of Mr. Tyler, the Usher, Mr. Wright very naturally did 
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not mucli enjoy the fan, and two letters were read from him on the 
18th of October, giving an account of the transaction and stating that 
Mr. Bassett still retained possession. The Usher's salary was on this 
account suspended, and he was ordered to come up and attend a 
meeting of the Court in order to give an explanation of his conduct. 

During the winter of 1689-90 the war seems to have raged with 
unabated violence, On the 11th of February the Court was informed 
that Mr. Bassett had brought a writ of ejectment against Mr. Wright 
for regaining possession of the house, a^, although he had been able to 
capture what may be called the outwork in the shape of the School- 
room, the citadel was still in the enemy's possession. In this difficulty 
the Court directed the Clerk to go to Serjeant Pemberton with the 
case and take his advice, after then they would consider what was 
*' fitt for them to doe in the affair." 

For some reason or other this order was not carried out. Anyhow, 
six months later nothing seems to have been done, for the Court held 
on the 1st of August, 1690, "taking into consideracon the deplorable 
state and condicon of the ffree Schoole of Monmouth, by the forcible 
Intrusion made there by Mr. Thomas Bassett, the former Schoolemaster 
there, by the contrivance <fe assistants of Mr. ffraneis Tyler, who 
knoc(k)ed of the Bolts and locks belonging to the s'd Schoole, & thereby 
exposed the s'd Schoole to the violence of the s'd Mr.Bassett's Intrusion, 
&for his contempt to this Company in nott appearing before them when 
required thereto & haveing beene in Towne here, yet neglected to 
appeare to this Company to acquit himself of the s'd misdemeanors, as 
also of diverse other miscarriages in the place of Usher ; This Court 
hath thought fitt and doe hereby order the s'd Mr. Tyler to be displaced 
from being any longer Usher of the s'd ffree Schoole, and his (sic) 
hereby displaced accordingly, and the Master and Wardens are desired 
to write to him to that effect and to send him a Copy of the Order 
above mentioned." 

Quarrelling and fault-finding seem to have been quite an epidemic, 
for on the 23rd of November following " several papers and letters and 
articles from the Mayor and diverse inhabitants of Monmouth against 
Mr. Herbert, the Lecturer there," were read, and also the state of the 
case concerning the School was gone into. The Committee previously 
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appointed was enlarged by the addition of two more members ; they 
were desired to make their report upon the whole matter to the next 
Ooart, and, if necessary, to take the advice of Counsel. 

Possibly a previous order to a similar effect may have been deferred 
in the hope that the matter would have been settled without going to 
the expense of a law-suit, a luxury which the slender funds of the Com- 
pany at that time rendered very undesirable, to say the least. However, 
things were come to such a pass that it would not do to have any 
further delay, and Serjeant Pemberton was consulted on the matter. 
Six days after (29 November) the Committee reported that he advised 
an ejectment to be brought for trying the title of the Schoolhouse 
between the late and present Master, the expense to be borne by the 
stipend. In order to put an end to the "troublesome and tedious con- 
tending," this Court agreed that the course recommended by Counsel 
should be adopted. The law proceedings dragged their usual dilatory 
course for nearly twelve months, and it was not till the 10th of August 
in the following year (1691) that Mr. Bassett got a verdict in his 
favour, and Mr. Wright had to give up possession of the premises, after 
having been Headmaster rather more than four years. 

The Company very properly did not desert Mr. Wright, and a few 
months after, he was elected Master of Bunne Hill School, and compen- 
sation was made for the expense he had been put to in consequence of 
his removal. In addition to this he was appointed Trotman's (^) 
Lecturer, and continued in these positions till his death in September, 
1706. 

Mr. Francis Tyler, the Usher, in spite of the order for his dismissal, 
stuck to his post, and now that Mr. Bassett was restored, he thought 
it worth his while to make peace with the Governors, for at the Court 
of the 2nd of December, 1691, a letter was read from him, wherein he 
begged pardon " for his misdemeanors or anything else wherein he had 
offended the Company, and " (note the point !) " prayed to have his 
sallary payd." The only remark with reference to this letter is highly 
suggestive that the apology was appreciated at its true value, — *' It is 
ordered by this Court that he shall receave his sallary." 

(1). This lecture of late years has been given on Sunday evenings at All Hallow's, Lombard 
Street. 
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Peace now reigned in the School, and it is to be hoped it once more 
began to prosper, but not so in the Town, for the inhabitants were 
engaged in a species of civil war. There were two rival Mayors,(^) each 
with his two attendant bailiffs and partisans, claiming the right to be 
chief of the little Borough. A vacancy occurred in one of the Alms- 
houses on the women's side, and each party sent up their nominees 
for the approval of the Governors. The Company, however, decided 
not to appoint any one till such time as the right of magistracy waa 
settled. This did not please " Master " Fortune, one of the Mayors, 
who, according to a letter from the Lecturer (Mr. Herbert), in June^ 
1692, had taken upon himself to place a woman in the Almshouse 
without the sanction of the Governors. The Lecturer was directed ta 
withold the pension, and no doubt the power of the purse-string proved 
very effective. This order, too, seems to have suited his convenience,, 
for he was evidently not over prompt in matters pecuniary, since the 
Court added the suggestive rider, that he was " to take care to pay the 
poores money better than he hath lately." 

Mr. Francis Tyler again appears on the scene in the character of one 
who never would lose anything for the sake of asking. His letter of 
apology already mentioned was evidently influenced by still further 
motives than simply to make peace with the Governors, and at the very 
next Court (22 December) a petition was read from him asking to be 
allowed to hold the benefice of Wonastow. Information had been given 
that he had already accepted the preferment, and so acted in contra- 
vention to the statues of the Charity, and therefore forfeited his right 
to retain the Ushership. This was followed, in July of the following 
year, by an application from the Bishop of Hereford, asking the Court 
to dispense with Mr. Tyler for a living near Monmouth. This letter 
was addressed to the Master, and the substance of the reply, which 
appears rather apologetic in tone, is very fully given. It says that there 
is one statute which states that, if the Usher take upon him any other 
place or living, that then the Governors shall and may displace him, 
" and further that there were persons behind the Curtaine that watch 
all opportunityes to see the Company make a breach in their owne 
Constitutions, thereby to wrest the Governm't of that Benefaction out of 

(1). See appendix X, note 7. 
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the Companyes Hands, as they had once already attempted to the 
Companyes charge of X500 and upwards." Q) It concludes by hoping 
" that his Lordshipe would not take it amiss " if the Company do not 
" make use of a dispensing power that may be to the prejudice of that 
benefaction." Certainly Mr. Francis Tyler did not deserve any indul- 
gence at the hands of the Governors, and he did not get it. 

Things were going hard with the Company at this time, and they 
found the nett proceeds of the Hatcham Barnes estate were insufficient 
to meet all the charges they had put upon it. Besides the Charities of 
Monmouth and Newland, there were the nine pensioners in London, 
and the legal expenses had been very considerable in consequence of 
the recent actions at law. They accordingly took into consideration 
the feasibility of reducing the stipends of the Lecturers at Monmouth 
and Newland from £66 13s. 4d. to £50, and of the Headmaster from 
X60 to the same amount, and the nine London pensions from £8 to £6, 
in each case per annum. 

This was the proposal made by the Committee appointed to consider 
the state of the Company's finances, but they at the same time (4 Novem- 
ber, 1693) suggested that this should be done so as to avoid, if possible, 
any further suits in Law and Chancery. The Committee also say that 
the great sums of money "lent by the Company on public acco'tts, 
besides ye great losses they susteyned by the fire (in 1666), hath nigh 
fully enfeebled and weakened the Company.'' 

From a subsequent minute it appears that the stipends of the 
Monmouth and Newland people were paid in full up to Christmas, 
1694. After this the Lecturers and Almspeople did not receive their 
money regularly and this ultimately led to legal proceedings in the 
Court of Chancery, of which an account has been given in a previous 
chapter. 

A minute of this time (16th January, 1694) is worthy of notice. 
There was a vacancy in the Almshouses and Mr. Bassett had recom- 
mended a Candidate. The Clerk was directed to write to the Mayor 
of Monmouth and enquire, whether this person was a " a fitt object of 
the Charity and his qualification in regard of being of Kinne to the 
flfounder." So William Jones's poor relations would have been bene- 

(1). In the lawsuit between the Company and Monmouth, in 1681. 

L 
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fitted, if the occasion had arisen, by his generosity to the little Town, 
but this might have been an exceptional case. 

On the 13th of March in the following year (1695) Mr. Tyler, the 
Usher, having accepted a Preferment, his place was declared void in 
accordance with the Bye-Laws. So ended his connection with the 
School and he was deservedly sent about his business to give the 
benefit of his services, whether to Wonastow or elsewhere, does not 
appear. Very little is told in his favour unless it be his loyalty to his 
Headmaster, Mr. Bassett, and, judging from all other circumstances 
related of him, that probably was not altogether unselfish. Perhaps 
Mr. Wright required him more faithfully to do his duty. 

The Company did not appoint a successor till four months had 
elapsed (5 July). The reason is not stated, but probably Mr. Tyler 
was given a quarter's notice. William Matthews, who for twelve 
years had " taught a free School at Yardley, Worcestershire, [to the 
satisfaction of the ffeoffees, was chosen Usher in the place of 
Mr. Tyler.'' 

Mr. Charles Herbert, the Lecturer, was evidently very lax in his 
exercise of dicipline over the Almspeople, and complaints frequently 
reached the Company from "Mr. Herbert Pye, Minister of Monmouth," 
and others, of divers ill practices "of which they were guilty. The 
Company were unable, through want of means, to send a Deputation 
to visit Monmouth and Newiand. Letters were therefore addressed to 
the Lecturer, Headmaster, and Usher, requiring them to " certifie all 
such abuses as were of late crept in among the Almspeople," in order 
that " such punishment may be inflicted as shall seem meete by this 
Court." The Company seem to have gone in for a multitude of 
Counsellors, but nothing effectual was done till the end of 1701, more 
than four years after the first complaint was made by the Vicar of 
Monmouth. At that time a member of the Company, Mr. Thomas 
Carpenter, visited the Town and reported on the irregularities still 
existing, that the Almspeople " did frequently entertain Inmates and 
such as were of evill fame and loose and disorderly people." Instruc- 
tions were again sent to Mr. Herbert and Mr. Bassett, which seem 
to have been effectually carried out, for nothing more is heard of these 
evil doings. 
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During these years, beginning with 1697, the lawsuits were going 
on between Monmouth, Newland, and the Company, of which a full 
account has been already given in Chapter Y. It will be sufficient to 
say that, after an appeal had been made in behalf of the Company to 
the House of Lords, judgment was given against them, by a decree of 
the Court of Chancery in 1708, and they were required to set out 
lands as a security for the payment of £200 a year, which was the 
original amount of the endowment, for the use of the Newland Charity. 
Two farms at Hatcham Barnes had been offered, but these were 
objected to by the Newland people, probably because they were liable 
to the charges of the Monmouth Charity. As other lands were not 
forthcoming, for the simple reason that the Company had none of the 
kind required to offer, the T^ewland people, by a " writ of sequestra- 
tion,'' took possession of the whole of the Hatcham Estate and of the 
Company's Hall and adjoining premises in 1704. By the decree of 
1708 the sequestration was discharged against the property belonging 
to the Monmouth Charity (Hatcham Barnes), but remained in force 
against the rest of the Company's estate, for satisfying the arrears due 
to the Newland Charity. It was not, however, till 1714 that the 
•Governors and the representatives of I^ewland came to an amicable 
arrangement, the particulars of which are related in the chapter to 
which reference has been already made. 

During these years of litigation it may be well understood that the 
Governors would find the duty of visiting the neighbourhood the 
reverse of pleasant, nor could money be spared for the purpose, 
especially in those days when travelling was an expensive luxury, and 
<K)nsequently no information is given during this period of the state of 
the School at Monmouth. It is to be hoped, as no complaints reached 
the Court, that it was doing its work, if quietly, still effectually. The 
Charity at Newland was in a sorry plight, for the stipends of both 
Lecturer and Almspeople were, to say the least, a very uncertain 
quantity in consequence of the lawsuits that were then pending. 

In a minute of the Court held on the l4th of July, 1 708, it is 
related that Mr. Charles Herbert, the Lecturer of Monmouth, had con- 
ferred on him by the Seniors of King's College, Cambridge, (of which 
he was himself one of the Senior Fellows), the Vicarage of Ringwood,(*) 

(1). Ringwood Vicarage is still in the gift of King's College. Its present nett value is about 
£800 a year with residence. There are two Chapelries attached, and the entire population 
is about four thousand. 
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Eampsbire, In coDsequeace of this, applications were made for the 
Lectureship, which it was expected would become vacant. A letter, 
however, waa read from Baron Price, and also a petition from the 
Mayor, Recorder, Bailiffs and Commoii Council of Monmouth on bohalt 
of Mr. Herbert, setting forth their "earnest desire that he might be 
continued in the exercise of his function, who by his pious and painful 
labours in the discharge of his ministry and promotion of the people, 
was, and always had been, of great advantage to the Town and parish." 
A very different story was told by the Mayor and diverse inhabitants 
sixteen years before, when they wrote letters against this same 
Lecturer, to the Company, Sixteen years, however, make a great 
difference in a governing body which is subject to continual change. 
The Court was anxious to conciliate the Monmouth people and after 
consideration, declared that they would not " intermeddle with Mr. 
Herbert's affair at present," and so he was left most likely, if he coold 
arrange with the Bishop of the Diocese and the patrons, to hold both 
preferments, according to the custom of the time. This state of things 
has been happily rendered illegal during the earlier part of the present 

It has been already stated that, in July of this year (1708), tha 
decree was made by the Court of Chancery with reference to the- 
affairs of the Charities of Monmouth and Newland, It is evident from 
a minute of the Court dated the 19th of November of this year, that 
the expenses had been so great that the finances of the Company, as 
well as the Charity, were in a deplorable state of embarrassment. On 
the occasion referred to a letter was read which was signed by Mj. 
Thomas Williams, the Mayor, on behalf of the Town of Monmouth, 
stating that the Almspeople had received no pay for nine weeks, and, 
to prevent their being starved, desired the Court to join with them in 
naming a Receiver to receive the rents of Hateham Barnes. Mr, 
Charles Herbert, the Lecturer, attended the Court on behalf of 
Monmouth, and a Mr. Probyn and Mr, Trangrouse on behalf of 
Newland. These were all interviewed, and they laid before the Court 
the condition to which the Almspeople were reduced, and intimated 
their desire to come to an arrangement with the Company, A Sub- 
committee was appointed, consisting of the Master, Wardens, and 
eight other members of the Court, to arrange the terms of settlement 
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of all the various points in dispute. This Sub-Committee, subject to 
changes in its personnell, continued to act for some years, but it was 
not till the 15th of May, 1713, that their final Report was presented 
to the Court and the Master and Wardens were authorized to settle 
the matter with I^ewland upon the terms laid down therein. An 
arrangement was ultimately agreed upon, and payments were to be 
made to the Monmouth and Newland Charities in accordance with a 
scale, accepted in the following year (1714), by all the parties 
concerned. (^) 

In 1713 the Rev. Thomas Bassett died, after having spent the 
greater part of his life at Monmouth. When quite a young man he 
was appointed to the Headmastership, in 1672, and had held the office 
for thirty-eight years, allowing for the time he was superseded by Mr. 
Thomas Wright, owing to the line he had taken with reference to 
James XL when King of England. He was evidently a man of ability, 
possessed no small share of resolution, and fought hard on more than 
one occasion to secure his position. He does not appear to have been 
•conciliatory in his character, nor does the School seem to have flourished 
under his rule. His name appears but seldom for a long time before 
his death, and so, no doubt, there was peace towards the end of his 
career, until at last the grave closed over all his troubles and quarrels, 
and his remains were laid in S. Mary's Churchyard on the 21st of 
April in that year. 

On the 20th of May Mr. Andrew Cuthbert was elected to fill the 
vacancy, but the widow of the late Schoolmaster was to be paid the 
salary and be allowed to remain in the house till Midsummer, for her 
*" better conveniency in removing.'' She was, however, to take care 
that the place be well supplied till that time. 




(!)• See chapter V., note iii. 
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CHAPTEk XIL 

The Monmouth CHA.Errr tinoes the Hottsb t 

(George I.— Geobsb II.) 1714—59. 

Lecturers: Charlea Herhert. 1685—1723; Andrew Cuthbert, 1723 — tS; 
Eoynon Jonea, 1749. Headia^uterg : Amlrew Cuthbert, 1713 — 23; James 
Birt, 1723—38 ; Baynam Barnes, 1738—58. 



JM^T the death of Queen Anne, on the 30th of July, 1714, the 
j^^ House of Brimswick came to the throne of England, and this 
seems a convenient date to hegin another chapter. All the long- 
atandiiig disputes and lawsuits in connection with the Monmouth and 
Newland Charities had now come to an end, and things had onoe more 
settled down in a regular routitiSj after ii stormy period of more than 
thirty years. 

The Rev. Charles Herhert, the Lecturer, was now getting an old 
man, since he had held the appointment for just twenty-nine years. 
The Rev. Andrew Cuthbert had been Headmaster for twelve months, 
and Mr, Williiim Matthews, who appears to have been a laj-man, had 
been nineteen years Usher, and had well iiigk reached the end of his 
career. He died in November, ! 715, and, out of two candidates, James 
Birt Tj as chosen on the 7th of December to fill the office. Mr. Matthews 
left a widow, who was paid (.he salary and nllowed to remain in the 
house till Christmas, " she taking cure that the place be well supplied 
to that time," 

One of the provisions required by the decree of the Court of Chancery 
was, that a " lieceiver (') of the rents of the Hatcham estate should be 
appointed by the Master in Chancery with the approbation of the 
Master and four Wardens of the Haberdashers' Company, as well as the 
Lecturer, Headmaster, and Usher of Monmouth. In consequence of 

(1), The "Receiver" wm eo railed becBuse ho "reDeised" the rente of the ettMe and 
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this, a Mr. Thomas Roberts was appointed in 1708, and held the office 
till his death at the end of the year 1716, when the Company recom- 
mended their Clerk, Mr. Marsh, for the vacancy. The Monmouth 
officials, under the influence most probably of the Headmaster, proposed 
a Mr. Dougall Cuthbert, who was, to judge from the name, a relative 
of his own. Under these circumstances Mr. Cuthbert thought it best 
to come up to London and have an interview with the Governors. He 
stated that he attended to pay his respects to the Court, and "returned 
his thanks for the favour he had rec'd on being chosen into the station he 
enjoys, and declared, in the name of himselfe and brethren, their Ready- 
ness to concur with the Comp'y in the approving of such pVson as the 
Court should appoint." Seeing that Mr. Cuthbert had held the " favour 
he had rec'd " during three years and a half previously, he apparently 
was in no particular hurry to give expression to the feelings of a 
thankful heart. No doubt this was a piece of policy to cover a retreat 
from the position he had taken up, and it shows no excessive want of 
charity to conclude, that his gratitude was of that particular kind which 
has been perhaps rather cynically defined as being a "lively expectation 
of future favours." It is almost needless to add, that Mr. Marsh was 
duly recommended and approved of by the Master in Chancery. Besides 
the importance conferred by the management of such an estate, there 
was, considering the value of money at the time, the substantial salary 
of .£32 per annum, for his trouble. 

Many years now elapsed before the Company was in a position to 
make a visitation of their distant Charities, so impoverished were the 
finances available for the purpose. At length, after it had been pro- 
posed and set aside on a previous occasion, it was directed on the 6th 
of July, 1722, that a previous order, made two years before, should be 
renewed, and Banbury, Newport (Shropshire), Monmouth, and Newland 
should be visited. The Deputation was to consist of the " Masher and 
Wardens, with such other Member or Members of this Court as the 
Master shall think fitt that can accompany him, not exceeding six in 
the whole," 

The visitation was duly made in August of that year (1722), and 
the Report was read at the Court held on the 27th of September. It 
was highly approved of, and " hearty thanks were given to the Master 



and other Tisi tors for the estraordinary eervice they tiad done the Com- 
pany and for their great care and paiiis therein." It is not stated at 
■whose espense this viBitation was made, but there was no money 
to spare out of the funds of the Monmouth Charity, and it may 
therefore be concluded that it was done by the Company. At the 
en^eation of the Report a Copy of the Statutes of the School and 
Almshouses was ordered to be seat down to be put up in the School- 
room, and also another to the Corporation of the Town, 

On the 5th of December in this year (1722) a minute appears, for 
the first time, stating that Mr. Cuthbert was continued Headmaster, 
and Mr, Birt, Csher, " for the year ensuing," but no mention is made 
of the Lecturer. This arrangement of re-electing the officers of the 
Companj' every year continues to the present time in many cases, 
especially with reference to those who are engaged at the Hall, and 
are wholly or partially paid out of the corporate funds of the Company, 
but, so far as the Monmouth Charity is concerned, the custom or right 
has long since come to an end. 

In the following spring (1723) the Uev. Charles Herbert, the 
Lecturer, died, and was buried in S. Mary's Churchyard on the 5th of 
March, after having held the office for nearly thirty-eight years. No 
one before or since lias been in tliis position during so long a period. 
He seems to have been an amiable, easy-going man, of somewhat feeble 
health, but he evidently gained the good will and respect uf the people 
of Monmouth. As he was a Fellow of King's College, Cambridge, he 
must have been educated at Eton, and, judging from his surname, 
belonged to one of the County families in the neighbourhood. 

On the 2nd of April the Kev. Andrew Cuthbert was chosen, out of 
three candidates, to fill the vacant appointment, and thus it was necea- 
sary to find another Headmaster. Mr. Cuthbert's family was connected 
with the Haberdashers' Company, and he liad been very successful in 
the office he had hitherto held. The School during the ten years it 
continued under his care was in "great reputation," and be had a 
" great number of scholars.'' There were only two candidates, and the 
Usher, the Itev. James Birt, M.A., was elected in his place on the 7th 
of May, and the Rev. George Gwynn, B.A., was chosen Usher, out of 
three who presented themselves, on the 27th of June. All these were 
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appointed as annual officers, subject to re-election, at a Court held on a 
day near the festival of S. Catharine (25th November), which is the end 
of the Haberdashers' year. The Clerk and others, who held appoint- 
ments under the Company, were also at the same time so elected. A 
minute dated the 30th of November, 1723, is thus worded : " Then 
proceeded this Court to the choice of a Preacher of Mr. Jones Bene- 
faccon at Monmouth; And in regard Mr. Andrew Cuthbert, their pr'sent 
preacher, hath during his admission into the said place preached the 
same to the satisfaction of this Court, This Court did continue the s'd 
Mr. Cuthbert for ye year ensuing." Then follow similar minutes with 
reference to Mr. Birt, the Headmaster, and Mr. Gwynn, the Usher. 

The Monmouth officials very naturally did not appreciate this 
change in the terms on which their appointments were held, and 
accordingly, in 1730, they united together and made a stand against 
this arrangement. No doubt it was not a particularly pleasant reflec- 
tion that they were liable to get their dismissal at the end of any year. 
It prevented a man settling down with that ease of mind which most 
people desire ; and this was especially the case in the days when 
railways were non-existent, and even decent roads were considered 
rather a luxury than a necessity of civilization. Probably the opinion 
that three removals were as bad as a fire, took its rise from this state 
of things. It is very likely that a yearly risk of not being elected 
tended to keep thepa up to their work, a desideratum at times, sad to 
sa-y, by no means uncalled for even in the case of Lecturers and 
Schoolmasters. In justice to the Haberdashers it must be said that, 
80 long as a man fairly and honestly did his duty, his re-election was 
a foregone conclusion, and he was practically quite safe in his 
position. 

On the 28th November, 1730. the Court "postponed the election 
of Mr. Andrew Cuthbert, preacher at Monmouth, Mr. Birt, School- 
master, and Mr. Gwynn, Usher, till they shall make their submission 
and desire to be continued in their respective stations, according to the 
Order of this Court dated 29th Nov : 1729." 

On the 5th of the following May (1731) a letter was read, signed 
by the Monmouth Officers, in answer to the order of the Court, which 
was thought insufficient, and the case was referred to a special Com 
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mittee, who were desired to " inspect the Donor's will, the Statutes 
and Orders made concerning the government of the said Charity, and 
report their opinion on the matter in question to the next Court." 

The Committee was an influential one, and they found it necessary 
to take legal advice. The " opinion " of a Mr. Reeves was read to the 
Court held on the 8th of November (1731), but it is not stated in the 
minute what that opinion was. The " Monmouth case," however, was 
referred to the " grand Committee for them to enquire into the 
behaviour of the Preacher, Schoolmaster, and Usher, and, if they find 
they have done anything contrary to the statutes, they were desired to 
report the same to the Court." Nothing further is recorded of it, but 
the Monmouth Officers eventually gave way, for in November, 1732, 
their re-election is recorded along with the others in the gift of the 
Company. 

During this interval (iu July, 1731) Mr. Gwynn sent in his resigna- 
tion as Usher, after holding the office for eight years. His name and 
reputation as a witty writer of songs survived to the beginning of this 
present century. Heath, whose book on Monmouth has been already 
referred to in Chapter III., gives an example of one of his poetical 
effusions in his "Historical and descriptive account of Ragland Castle." 
Mr. Gwynn, so says Heath, resided iu London before he came to 
Monmouth ; but " enjoying a very indifferent state of health," the 
Haberdasliers' Company appointed him second master of the Free 
Grammar School in this town. 

The Name of Gwynn savours strongly of the Principality, (') and it 
is by no means unlikely that he came from these parts, and knew by 
experience the salubrit}- of the air in this beautiful neighbourhood. A 
large city like London, it is needless to say, was not, in those days, 
exactly a sanatorium, and no doubt the Haberdashers' Company not 
only secured a clever Usher for the School, but also did a charitable 
act, by enabling him to do better work with increased vigour of body. 
By the way, it is a pity Heath did not enlighten his contemporaries, 
as well as posterity, by explaining the method adopted by Mr. Gwynn 
so that he was enabled to " enjoy " his indifferent state of health. 



(1). In 1703 one Charles Gwynn, Gent., was elected Town Clerk of Monmouth. The Usher may 
have been a relative. See appendix X. 
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At that time the owner of Dingatstow (now called Dingestow) 
Court was Richard Jones, Esq., the son of a gentleman of the same 
name, who owned property in the parish and neighbourhood to the 
value of six hundred a year. Heath says that he was a " distinguished 
character," so much so that even the place of his residence was "mem- 
orable " on that account, and that the inhabitants of Monmouthshire 
familiarly called him "Happy Dick." Having lived a gay life, he 
chose, at the latter part of it, to marry Miss Milborne, of Wonastow, 
a maiden lady aged sixty, who enjoyed a fortune of ten thousand 
pounds. " Of his behaviour to this lady public report was not very 
creditable " — most people would condemn it in much stronger terms — 
" for after taking possession of her property, he is said to have 
disclaimed all further connexion, and not to have lived with her a 
second day under the same roof." 

" This connexion," Heath goes on to say, " though it did not pro- 
duce any offspring, gave birth to many jocular remarhs ; and among 
other effusions to an excellent song " by Mr. Gwynn. 

In order that the reader may be able to form an independent 
opinion of this "excellent" composition, a few of the verses are given as 
a specimen ; the others are omitted for the sake of brevity, and also 
because the allusions therein do not err on the side of refinement.(') 

It used to be frequently sung at convivial meetings in Monmouth, 
and it was said that no man enjoyed the wit, nor sung the lines with 
greater glee, than the character on whom they were written. Probably 
Mr. Gwynn on many occasions was one of such parties, and this may 
be suggested as an explanation of the way in which he "enjoyed" his 
very indifferent state of health. However, it will be seen that the 
grounds of "distinction" on the part of the owner of Dingestow 
Court at that time were such that the less said about them the 
better. 

It does not appear from the minutes of the Court what became of 
the Rev. George Gwynn (^) but the place remained vacant, for which 
no reason is given, till the following November, and some one was em- 
ployed by the Headmaster to do the work. There were only two 



n). See note at the end of the chapter. 



I. It is stated in the minute book of the Monmouth Corporation that Mr. Gwrj'nn was re- 
moved to a Lectureship in London. 
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candidates for the appointment, and after they had heard read the 

Statutes for the Regulation and Government of the School, and 

promised that they would, if chosen, be bound by them, the Reverend 

Ba3mam Barnes was duly elected. He probably agreed to submit, 

;among other things, to a yearly election. 

Numerous letters are still extant, written by the Monmouth 

Officials during this period, to the Clerk of the Company. As examples 

-of epistolary correspondence, a few are given. Here is one from the 

Lecturer, Mr. Cuthbert, addressed to Mr. Jerome Knapp, at Haber- 

•dashers' Hall, London : — 

Monmouth, January 26th, 1735.(1) 
Mr. Knapp, 
S'r, 

This is to acquaint you I have drawn upon you a Bill of fourteen pound 
payable to Mr Wm Addams or order fourteen days after sight for the next 
monthly payment of ye Poor of Mr Wm Jones his Almshouse in Monmouth, 
beginning ye 14th day of February and ending March ye 6th. 

I remain, 
S>, 
Your very humble Servant, 
AND : CUTHBERT. 
Here is another bearing the same date from the Usher : — 

** Sir, 
I have directed a Bill as usual at ye season for half a year's Salary due 
^t Midsummer last, and as there is a year due I hope it will meet with a 
ready acceptance. I am. Sir, with all due Respect to my much esteemed 
Benefactors ye Gentlemen of ye Worshipful Company & y'rself. 

Yo'r very much obliged. 
Humble Serv't, 

B. BARNES. 
This IS also addressed to Mr. Jerome Knapp. 

The Lecturer and Masters of the School would now think they 
were hardly treated if their pay was twelvemonths in arrear. It should 
be borne in mind that the Company was not to blame for this. The 
rents of the Hatcham Estate did not come into their hands, but into 
those of the Receiver appointed by the Court of Chancery, to which he 
was required to render an account. The office at this time was held 
by Mr. Knapp, and no doubt he did his best, but the Charity was so 
poor that it was difficult promptly to meet the payments when due. 



(1). 1736 according to present reckoning. 
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Iq February, 1738, the Rev. James Birt died and was buried on 
the 18th of that month in S. Mary's Churchyard. He had come to 
Monmouth in January, 1716, as Usher, and became Headmaster in 
1723 in succession to Mr. Cuthbert who was appointed Lecturer in that 
year. Under his rule the School did not sustain the reputation it 
acquired under his predecessor. Heath mentions Mrs. Birt and gives 
the information that she was " a very respectable character" — which 
of course is very satisfactory — " who lived for some time after the 
decease of her husband, who had filled the situation of Head Master of 
the Free Grammar School," in one of the two houses into which the^ 
residence, afterwards known as the " judges' lodgings," was at that 
time divided, now called Somerset House. 

The death of Mr. Birt was announced at the Court, which met on 
the 8th of March, by a letter from Mr. Cuthbert, and the Clerk was- 
ordered to write to him and desire him to take care of the School till 
another Master was chosen. As Mr. Birt had not been a conspicuous 
success the Governors determined to take extra precautions to secure a 
capable man for the vacant appointment. It was therefore settled 
that the several Candidates should pass an examination before the day 
of election, and the Rev. Mr. Bedford, Chaplain of Aske's Hospital, thfr 
Rev. Mr. Dorman, Master of Mr. Trotman's School, both of whom 
held their offices under the Company, and a Mr. Ward, were requested 
to act as Examiners. These three were directed to " enquire into the 
qualifications of the Candidates," and " such Gentlemen of the Court 
as please " were to be at liberty to attend the examination. It is not 
stated what kind of an examination exactly the Candidates were to 
undergo. This was left to the discretion of the Examiners, wha 
probably discovered, if they did not already know it, that" it was very 
easy to ask difficult questions, but it was quite another thing to get 
them answered. However, at the Court held on the 29th of March 
three Candidates came forward, the ^Rev. Ba3aiam Barnes, the Usher, 
a Mr. Robert Dobson and the Rev. John Thomas. Their "humble 
petitions " were read, setting forth their several qualifications. Mr. 
Dobson seems to have been quite out of the running, and the fight was 
between the other two, both of whom were in Holy Orders. The 
Usher won the day, but the Rev. John Thomas, M.A., was elected to 
fill the lower office which thus became vacant. The Governors took 
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the precaution to require each of them to give a bond that they tv ould 
" keep their respective residences in repair, and submit to the Statutes 
and orders made, and hereafter to be made, by the Governors for the 
better government of the said Charity." This arrangement was con- 
tinued down to comparatively recent times. 

The Ttev. John Thomas, after his election, wrote a letter of thanks 
to the Governors, which runs thus : 
*' May it please your Worships, 
I take this opportunity to return you my most hearty thanks for the 
Favour you were lately pleas'd to confer upon me and to assure you that I 
shall always endeavour to deserve the continuance of it by a most dilligent 
application to the discharge of the great Trust I've undertaken. 

I take the Liberty (and that with a great deal of Pleasure) to inform 
your worships that the Number of Scholars is considerably increased and 
that Mr Barnes and I entertain ourselves with the agreeable Prospect of 
seeing the School in so flourishing a Condition that you shall have no Reason 
to repent of your Choice of him or of your worships 

Most oblidged humble servant, 
JOHN THOMAS." 

There is no date, but it was evidently written soon after the 
appointments to the School were made in 17*38. The Governors were 
in an indulgent mood, for they had allowed Mr. Thomas to retain the 
living of " Langhany," which was given him by Lord Leicester since 
his first application for a Mastership, and before his election. They 
also consented to Mr. Barnes holding the Vicarage of Dixton. 

Mr. Barnes relieved his mind in the following rather gushing 
effusion addressed to '* The Worshipful yo Master, Wardens, & Court 
of Assistants of ye Worshipful Company of Haberdashers, London," 
dated the :ilst of Oct., 1739 : 
Gentlemen, 
I gladly embrace the opportunity of paying ray duty to a full Court in 
acknowledgments of your great & repeated favours to me & as Mr Thomas & 
myself omit no pains to make our service beneficial and satisfactory, I hope 
we shall have ye happiness to find our conduct & Behaviour continue in ye 
Esteem and approbation of our Generous and worthy Patrons whose great 
Favours I shall always answer with all the Gratitude & due respect of 

Gentlemen, 
Your most Dutiful 
& obliged Servant, 
BAYNAM BARNES. 
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Of course, after such an appeal, it is not surprising to read that on 
the 24th of ITovember the Rev. Baynam Barnes was among those duly 
re-elected to his office of Headmaster. 

That the Governors were not to blame because the stipends of the 
Monmouth officers were so much in arrear is evident from the follow- 
ing minute dated 16th of Oct., 1714 : 

" Then this Court took into consideration the Monmouth Charities given 
by Mr Jones, & finding that the Clerk, who usually was Keceiver to that 
estate, settled his account with the Inhabitants of Monmouth before a Master 
in Chancery, whereby this Court would be likely in process of time to loose 
(sic) all their right to any benefit or priveledge they may have in the said 
Charities, by having no account given them thereof, or any superintendency 
over the same. Whereupon this Court resolved that, if the Clerk to be elected 
shall be appointed Receiver of Mr Jones' Monmouth Charities, an account of 
his receipts and payments concerning the said Charities be laid before the 
Court of Wardens, ar. their meetings, for their perusal." 

Very little occurred for some years in connection with the Mon- 
mouth Charity, but the yearly re-election of the Officers is recorded 
until November, 1747. From a minute dated the 28th of that month 
things do not seem to have been altogether satisfactory during this 
period. At the Court held on that day letters were read from the 
Headmaster and Usher, as usual, asking for a " Continuance of their 
Pavour and representing that the School was in a very flourishing 
Condition." The Master and " other worthy Members," however, 
observed, "that they had received Information from several hands that 
the School had been for sometime past in a very declining condition, 
That when Mr. Cuthbert was Master of the said School it was in great 
Reputation and that he had a great number of Scholars, But that 
since his time it had declined very much and the Inhabitants of the 
Town chose to pay for their children's education at other Schools 
instead of sending them there, which was a great Reflection on this 
Company and Destructive of the Donor's Good and Pious Intentions 
towards the Town of Monmouth in Establishing a School there for the 
Education of the children of that Town, Wherefore the Re-election of 
the said Mr. Barnes, Schoolmaster, and of Mr. Thomas, the Usher of 
the said School, was postponed, and the Clerk was ordered to write to 
Mr Cuthbert and other Persons he knew there, to enquire in what 
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situation the School now is and has been for some years past, the 
number of Scholars, and the Grounds and Beasons for such complaints, 
and report the same to this Court, And it was recommended to the 
Members of this Court to make the like enquiries for the better In- 
formation of this Court." 

On the 11th of March in the following year (1748) the subject was 
again brought forward, and Mr. Thomas attended the Court. In 
answer to the complaints, that had been made, he affirmed that the 
School was now in a flourishing condition and that there were between 
50 and 60 scholars in it. The further consideration of the business 
was postponed, but as nothing further is mentioned, and in the follow- 
ing November both Mr. Barnes and Mr. Thomas were re-elected, the 
Court must have been satisfied on this occasion that, whatever had 
been its past condition, there was of late a great improvement in its 
efficiency. 

Mr. Cuthbert died in June, 1749, and was buried in S. Mary's 
Churchyard, leaving his second wife a widow. His first wife, Eleanor, 
died in 1731. He came to Monmouth as Headmaster in 1713, and 
very efficiently performed the duties of his office for ten years, and then 
for another twenty six years he seems to have done well as Lecturer* 
No complaint reached the Court against him during the whole of this 
long period of thirty six years. Several of his business letters, 
addressed to the Clerk of the Company, are still extant, which are 
always short and to the point. 

On the 20th of July the several " humble petitions " of the Rev* 
Mr. Ba5mam Barnes, Mr. Digby Cotes, Mr. Roynon Jones, and Mr* 
John Thomas were read in the Court, setting forth their several 
qualifications to succeed Mr. Cuthbert,' with the several Certificates 
and Testimonials thereunto annexed. The election took place on the 
3rd of August by ballot. The Master declared, "That the majority of 
Votes had fallen on the Rev. Mr. Roynon Jones, and he was 
thereupon declared duly elected for one year from Michaelmas next^ 
according to the Practice and Usage of this Court." 

Mr. Ro3aion Jones, in 1743, had been a Candidate for the Newland 
Lectureship when Mr. James Birt was elected. Judging from the 
unusual Christian name he bore, which is found in several instances in 
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the pedigree of the Joneses of Naas, he no doubt was a member of that 
family and consequently a descendant of Charles Jones, the Founder's 
brother. 

Things do not appear to have been going on in a satisfactory 
manner at Monmouth, and, as soon as the new Lecturer had settled 
down, he was asked to send a " true and just account of the present 
state of the School and the behaviour of the Master and Usher thereof." 
His reply was read at the Court of the 2nd of December, 1749, 
together with a memorial from the inhabitants of the Town and a 
letter from Mr. John Thomas himself. These were all considered with 
the result, that the Usher was suspended, and the Rev. Francis 
HoUings was " desired to take upon him the care of the Usher of the 
School in the meantime. 

At the next Court it was determined to make further enquiries, 
and the Clerk was ordered to write to the Mayor (Colonel Morgan) (^), 
the Vicar, and Lecturer, and also to Mr. Fortune, to desire them " to 
enquire how and by what means the Scholars in the School came to be 
reduced to so low a number as three, when that was, and also how 
and by what means the School is now raised to the Condition it now 
is. Whether it is owing to the Conduct and Behaviour of the present 
Master and Usher, or any other Person, and whom, and by what means 
it came about." A letter to the same effect was also written to Mr. 
Barnes, the Headmaster, to which were added further enquiries re- 
specting Mr. Tliomas, "whether he had attended the School every day 
since Mr. Hollings had been there, how many hours a day, and 
whether he had not been absent for weeks and months together in 
Bristol and London." It is difficult to see why Mr. Thomas should 
attend the School during the time he was superseded by another. 
He would have nothing to do and it would give rise to a very uncom- 
fortable state of affairs. If Mr. Thomas had, before this, absented 
himself from his duties in the way suggested by the enquiry, the 
Headmaster would have been greatly to blame for allowing such 
neglect on the part of the Usher. 



(1). This is a mistake. Mr. Thomas Middleton was Mayor of Monmouth in that year. See 
appendix x. 

M 
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Both the Lecturer and Headmaster promptly replied to the Clerk, 
and their letters were read at the next Court (22nd December), 
but the Report of the other gentlemen was delayed, and did not come 
before the Court till the 16th of March in the following year (1750). 
A petition from Mr. Thomzis was read at the same time, "praying that 
his suspension might be taken off and he be reinstated in his office as 
Usher." He had come up to plead his cause and was called in and 
heard on his own behalf. The whole case was then debated, and Mr. 
Thomas was dealt leniently with a second time, and given another 
chance, for he was restored to his position. The thanks of the 
Company were given to Colonel Morgan, the Vicar of Monmouth, Mr. 
Jones, and Mr. Fortune, for their Report concerning the state of the 
the School at Monmouth. 

The Lecturer's house had now stood for more than a hundred and 
thirty years, and the question of dilapidations began to assume a 
serious aspect to the holder of the office on whom the expense fell. 
A very long standing and obstinate dispute arose between Mrs. Cuth- 
bert, widow of the late Lecturer, and Mr. Roynon Jones, on this point, 
and much correspondence on the subject came before the Court. Mrs. 
Cuthbert was unwilling to do the repairs needed at the death of her 
husband. The dispute dragged on year after year, and still the redoubt- 
able widow withstood the combined attack of the Lecturer and the 
Governors. The latter gave it as their opinion that she ought to 
come to a reasonable arrangement with Mr. Jones, and threatened to 
oblige her so to do, while he very naturally declined to give a bond to 
keep it in repair until this was settled. After seven years had elapsed 
the dispute was still going on, for in July, 1756, the Governors 
refused to pay the arrears due to her late husband, because she had 
not fulfilled her obligation with reference to the house. 

Mr. Roynon Jones renewed the dispute as to the right of the 
Governors yearly to re-elect the Monmouth officials. Evidently at the 
time of his appointment he had not been informed of this regulation. 
The Clerk wrote to inform him that, pursuant to an order of the Com- 
pany, the annual election of all persons holding any preferment under 
them was to be on the 1st of December (1750), when it would be 
expected that he should apply for his re-election. Mr. Jones, in reply. 



The Monmouth Charity under the House of Brunswick, 161 



" assured the Court that he should always think himself much ohliged 
to every member of the Company for their choice of him as Lecturer, 
and should endeavour to acquit himself faithfully, as long as he 
<3ontinued it, and behave with due respect to every one of the Company, 
a-s his Patrons, and be ready to comply with anything this Court 
desired, so far as he lawfully and conscientiously could do so. But, as he 
should not have thought himself at Liberty to have accepted of the 
Lecture, if it had been offered to him upon the Terms of giving it up 
when required, or at any limited time, so he did not think himself at 
Liberty to resign, though he should have assurance of being Tte- 
elected." 

Here was a fair challenge, and the Court did not feel sure of their 
ground, so the Clerk was ordered to draw up a case and take the 
opinion of Counsel as to how far was the "power of the Company 
over the Lecturer, Schoolmaster, and Usher of Mr. Jones's Benefaction 
at Monmouth, as to electing them annually and suspending or remov- 
ing them, extends." 

The Attorney General's opinion was read at the Court on the 10th 
of October, 1751, but it is not stated what that opinion was. The 
Master, however, accompanied by the Clerk, was asked to pay a visit 
to Monmouth, as soon as conveniently he could, to settle matters 
there between Mrs. Cuthbert and Mr. Jones. In this he was not 
successful, but, whatever may have been the opinion of the Attorney 
General as to the power of the Company over the Officers of the 
Charity at Monmouth, they were re-elected this year on the usual 
terms, and the same thing was continued down to the 1st of December, 
1759, when there is a minute recording the re-election of the Lecturer 
and Headmaster, but stating that the election of the Usher was post- 
poned. After this date there are no further minutes on this subject, 
and the yearly re-election, so far as Monmouth is concerned, entirely 
ceased. 

In June, 1753, the Rev. John Thomas, the Usher, died, and his 
widow was permitted to enjoy the house and salary till Michaelmas. 
The Governors seem to have treated Mr. Thomas with great forbear- 
a,nce, for he certainly was not equal to the work, probably owing to 
ill health. On the 12th of July the Rev. Francis Hollings was 
appointed, " having officiated there for several years." Mr. Hollings 
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then did the duties, but what arrangement there was about his pay, 
previously to the death of Mr. Thomas, does not appear. 

In 1755, the several proposals for taking the farms at New Crosa 
were agreed to by the Lecturer, Headmaster, and Usher of Monmouth. 
This seems to have been necessary in accordance with the Decree of 
the Court of Chancery. 

The Rev. Baynam Barnes, who had been Headmaster for twenty 
years, died in September, 1758. During his rule the condition of the 
School fluctuated, but there is no evidence that he was on the whole 
a great success. On the 5th of October the llev. John Crow, B.A., was- 
elected to fill the vacancy, out of three candidates. 

In December of this year, for some reason not stated, the re-election 
of Mr. Hollings, the IJsher, was postponed, and it was ordered that he 
" should have notice thereof." His reply was read in February to the 
Court, but it was again postponed "till he had sent up the Testi- 
monials mentioned in the letter and required by the Court." 

The rents of the Hatcham Estate were not sufficient at this time 
to pay all the charges thereon, and, in consequence of this, the salaries 
of the Monmouth Officers fell into arrear. Whether the postponement 
of the re-election of Mr. Hollings was due to any action he took on 
this account does not appear. Anyhow, on the 6th of the following 
month, it is clear that the Lecturer and he had filed a petition, which 
had been lately presented to the Master of the lloUs, in which they 
charged the Company with having retained ,£1,800 of the Donor's 
money in their hands. The Committee, appointed on this subject, 
found, "That the Company acted only as Trustees for the Charity to 
elect and nominate proper persons from time to time to be Preacher, 
or Schoolmaster, and Usher, and to be the poor in the Almshouses at 
Monmouth, and to make laws agreeable to the Will and Statues of the 
Donor and the Order and Decrees of the Court of Chancery, and to 
grant leases, but have never otherwise interfered since the year 1714, 
when a receiver was appointed by the Court of Chancery, in the 
receipt of the rents or payments of the said Estate, but the same hath 
been done by the different receivers who have passed their accounts in 
the said Court. But it appearing from the Depositions taken in the 
cause in Chancery in the year 1681, wherein the Inhabitants of 
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Monmouth at the relation of the Attorney General were Informers, 
and this Company were defendants, that the Company had actually 
laid out in purchases and buildings at Hatcham in the County of 
Surrey and at Monmouth £10,600, which was £1,600 over and above 
the £9,000 left for that purpose by the Donor/' 

The minute goes on to state, in reply to the charge made against 
them, " That it would be a proper time, when the petitions came on 
next to be heard before the Master of the HoUs, for the Company's 
€ouncell (sic) to show. That this Company have disbursed £1,600 more 
than they have received from the Donor, and, if necessary, it should be 
referr'd back to the Master in Chancery to take an account thereof, 
iind report the proper manner of repaying the same to the Company, 
and that it should be stated to the Court the ruinous condition of the 
Preacher's and Schoolmaster's houses, and that there is not any fund 
for the support of them, and to submit it to the Court, whether 
it would not be proper that a particular fund should be appropriated 
for that purpose." 

At the Court held on the 20th of June (1759), an agreement was 
•come to between the parties concerned. " The Lecturer, Schoolmaster, 
and IJsher were to be paid two-thirds of their accruing salary from 
■Christmas, 1758, half-yearly, and the costs of the Parties to be settled 
by Mr. Thomas, (') which are to be paid to the severall parties in the 
next place ; and the remaining surplus of the rents, together with the 
arrears in the Tenants' hands, to be a fund for the payment of the 
whole demands on the Estate in equal degree, excepting the present 
Lecturer, &c, which are to be paid when the other Creditors are fully 
paid their demands, viz : the arrears due at Christmas 1758 together 
with the one-third now agreed to be postponed." The Court accepted 
this arrangement, as "Tmstees only," for the receipt of the rents of the 
-estate and the passing of the accounts thereof were "under the juris- 
diction of the Court of Chancery." 

Notwithstanding this unpleasant state of affairs, Messrs. Jones and 
Crow were respectively re-elected to their appointments in the follow- 
ing December, but the election of Mr. HoUings was postponed. It is 
then probable that this postponement, which has been already referred 
to, was due to other causes than the dipute he had, in conjunction with 
the Lecturer, and in opposition to the Governors of the Charity. 

(!)• It does not appear who this Mr. Thomas was, beyond the fact that he was a referee. 
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NOTK. 

The whole son^, corapos<»«l by Mr. (Jwynn, consists of fourteen verses^ 
of which half are gi\en hen; :-- 

HAPPY DICK. 

How comes it, neighbour Dick, 
That you with taste uncommon. 
Have served the girls this trick, 
And wedded an old woman ? 
Happy, hapi)y Dick ! 

Kach belle condemns the choice 
Of a youth so gay and sprightly ; 
But we, j^our friends, rejoice 
That you have judged so rightly, 
Happy, happy Dick ! 

Though odd to some it sounds 
That on threescore you ventured ; 
Yet in ten thousand pounds. 
Ten thousand charms are centred, 
Happy, happy Dick ! 

13eauty, you know, will fade, 
As does the short-lived flower ; 
Nor can the fairest maid 
Ensure her bloom an hour, 

Happy, hai)i)y Dick I 

13 ut wiv^ely you resign 
For sixty, charms so transient ; 
As the curious value coin 
Th»* more for being ancient, 
Happy, happy Dick ! 

With joy you^" spouse shall see 
The fading beauties round her : 
While she herself shall be 
The self-same thing you found her. 
Nappy, happy Dick ! 

With spouse long share the bliss 
You'd miss in any other; 
And when yo've buried tins. 
May you have such another! 
Happy, happy Dick ! 

This consists of the lirst five, the seventh, and last verses. 




\tJTtINU thp earlier years of tlic R'igii of Ooorge HI. things 
i^^^ went on very quietly, after an agreemeut had beeu come to 
with reference to the payment of their Bn.larics, between the Lecturer, 
Headmaster and Usher, oji the one part, and the Company on the 
other. In 1768 Borae trouble arose on aceount of these three goutle- 
nten being concerned in digging up and selling the iron cinders, which 
had remained from the time when the site of the Charity hiuldiugs 
was occupied for smelting purposes by tlio Roman conquerors of 
Britain, to which reterence him iilready been made iii a previous 
chapter. (IV.) 



The School did not prosper ui 
I leached the Court during the above 
f.ipaa contemplated by the Governors. 
[the Maj'or of STonmoutli returned ' 
Kj^ssh matter of complaint, the visitai 



ider Mr. Crow, and eumplaints 
mentioned year, and a visitation 
111 the followiug year, however, 
all well," and, as there was no 
ion was postjioncd. 



■ lu April, 1770, the Rev. Traucia HoUings, or HalliUgs, (for the 
9 spelt in both ways) died, leaving a widow in " distressed cir- 
aatances," and on the ;i7lh of Juno following, the Rev. Richard 
tubbs. B.A., the only Canrlidate, was elected to the vaeaat pla-ce. 
ft« must have been a man of some attainments, since he was a Fellow 
( Wadham College, Oxford, for the Warden was uuwiUing to allow 
Q to hold the TTgher's place and also his Fellowsliip, but required 
(Bide at College. The dispute was referred to the Bishop of 
breford, who apppareutly took the part of Mr. Stubbs, for iiothinj; 
Inrtber is hcai-d of it and he eontiiuied at MonmoHth. 



166 The Charities of Willimn Jones. 

On the 13th of January, 1773, a certificate of the burial of the 
llev. lloynon Jones was read at the Court, and Mr. Stubbs had verj^ 
promptly made his appearance in London in order to look after his 
interests. He had an intei*view with the Governors on this day, and 
reported that the Chanty buildings, and especially the Lecturer's 
house, were ''in very bad repair." The Court requested him to get 
the premises surveyed and to transmit to them, ''not only an estimate 
of the particular repairs wanting, but an account thereof." 

The election, bv ballot, to the vacant Lectureship took place on 
the 27th of January, and, as may have been expected, Mr. Stubbs was 
among the five Candidates who presented themselves. He was not, 
however, successful, and it is difficult to see why the llev. George 
Smyth, M.A., was pref(M'red. If the Company could have foreseen the 
line Mr. Smyth afterwards took, it might be safely said he would 
have sued in vain, for several letters were written by him to the Clerk, 
after he was settled at Monmouth, which gave much offence to the 
Court. 

The new Lecturer, liowever, did not go at once into residence, as 
he was still absent from liis duties on the 8rd of March, and a Mr. 
Parry at Monmouth was ordered to " provide the cloth for the poor as 
he had done for some years past.'' 

Difficulties arose, as on a previous occasion of the same kind, 
between Mr. Smyth and Mrs. Jones, the widow of the late Lecturer, 
with reference to the dilapidations of the house. Mrs. Jones stated 
that her late husband had laid out nearly .£200 in repairs on his 
coming into residence and applied for the arrears due to him. The 
Company got out of the difficulty by referring it for settlement to the 
Court of Chance rv. 

In the meantime, while the parties were quarrelling over the 
repairs, things went from bad to worse, until at last, from a letter 
dated the 25th of February, 1775, addressed to the Court, it seems 
that Mr. Smyth was obliged to quit the house in a hurry and go 
into lodgings, and that he had "lukely" escaped the danger of the 
house falling on him. The Court directed Mr. Knapp (the Clerk) " to 
write to and congratulate him on his happy escape," and "hoped Mrs. 
Jones would soon settle the disputes about the dilapidations." 
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Mr. Smyth, not unreasonably, asked to be allowed the rent of a 
house, till his own was repaired or rebuilt, and sent an estimate for the 
repairs amounting to .£400. The Governors had no power to act in 
the matter, nor were there funds in hand for the purpose, so the whole 
case was referred to the Court of Chancery. 

As it was clear that nothing could be done for some considerable 
time, the Lecturer thought he was entitled to a holiday, and, acting on 
this idea, on the 31 st of May he asked permission to reside abroad for 
A few months while he had no place of residence at Monmouth, but 
the application was unanimously refused. Encouraged no doubt by 
the example of the importune widow, some months later in September, 
he, nothing daunted, again requested leave of absence for two months 
to go to France. The Governors were now in a more amiable mood 
towards him, and permission was granted, " on condition he took care 
his duty should be done in his absence." The Lecturer seems to have 
enjoyed his visit to France, for, before the end of the two months, he 
wrote to ask that his leave of absence should be enlarged, but the 
•Governors thought this too much of a good thing, and so poor Mr. 
Smyth had to return to his duties before Christmas. 

No doubt it was rather rough on the Lecturer to be without a 
house, but it could not be helped. There were not funds in the hands 
of the Receiver sufficient to do all that was required and the place 
was past repairing. Mrs. Jones very naturally did not feel called 
upon, under the circumstances, to agree to the demands made upon her. 
Three years later in 1776, both the parties petitioned the Court of 
Chancery, and, after some delay, the house was ordered to be rebuilt 
At the charge of the Charity funds, and Mrs. Jones gained the day. 

On the 31 st of July, 1778, it was found that there was a balance 
in the lleceiver's hands of .£487, and the arrears of the tenants 
amounted to .£377, making in all i^864. An order was made by the 
Court of Chancery on the 7th of August, directing that all these 
arrears should be got in, and an agreement between Benjamin Maddox, 
the Contractor, and Jerome Knapp, the lleceiver, for rebuilding the 
Lecturer's house at an estimated cost of «£500, should be carried out. 
The house was accordingly rebuilt, but the expense was £66 14s. 9d. 
more than the estimate — a very usual result even in these more 
advanced days. 
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In Jan. 1779, Mr. Stubbs resigned the place of Usher. The School 
at this time, under Mr. Crowe, was in a very low condition. According 
to the Lecturer's report at the previous Christmas the Usher had 25 
boys, and the Headmaster only two, so that the place of the latter 
was very much of a sinecure, and the pay was in inverse proportion 
to the work, a state of things which has been known to exist in other 
cases besides that of the Monmouth School. After the vacation, when 
Mr. Stubbs had resigned and no fresh appointment was made, only ten 
of them returned, and afterwards two more, according to another 
report made on the 16th of June, 1779, so that during this half 
year only twelve boys were in the School under Mr. Crow's care. 

This state of things could not be allowed to continue, so at the 
Court held on the 8th of September letters were taken into considera- 
tion received from the Corporation of Monmouth, and from Messrs. 
Smyth, Birt, and Parry, "touching the state of the School and the Rev. 
Mr. Crow's inability, through infirmities of body and mind, to perform 
the duties thereof." It was decided tliat a visitation sliould be made 
as soon as possible, and the Master, Mr. Chancellor and Mr. Bridger 
were appointed as a Committees for tlie purpose. Notice to this effect 
was sent to the geiitlemon at Monmouth, and Mr. Symonds, of Here- 
ford, the Surveyor appointed by the Court of Chancery, was required 
to attend in order to meet the Deputation. 

At the same Court the llev. Thomas Prosser, B.A., was elected 
Usher, and told "that it would be expected that he shall go to 
Monmouth by Saturday se'niglit (') and take on him the whole charge 
of the school till the Court should come to some resolution respecting 
the Master, with wliich he promised to comply." 

In their difficulty the Company directed Mr. Knapp to apply to 
Master Eames (Master in Chancery) as to what course should be 
taken. Things, however, quickly came to a crisis, for on the 20th of 
January, 1780, an affidavit was presented from T)r. Cameron and a Mr. 
Powell as to tlie insanitv of the unfortunate Headmaster. This was 
followed on the 23rd of February by a letter from ^Er. Smyth enclosing 
tlie certificate, under the hand of the llev. \Vm. Davies, Curate of 
Ross, of the burial of the llev. John Crow, late Headmaster of the 
"free" Grammar School at Monmouth, and so the difficulty was solved. 



(1). Seven ni^ht, »Vm week. 
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Mr. Crow had held the office for rather more than twenty-one years, 
but the School did not flourish under his care. He, poor fellow ! was 
not a capable man, and his condition of health had apparently been 
such for some years that lie was unequal to the energetic discharge of 
his duties. 

Mr. Pressor had been able to inform the Court that the number of 
scholars had increased after the Christmas vacation, when he was sent 
to take charge of the School, and he was accordingly, at the same Court, 
elected to the vacant appointment. The only other candidate was Mr. 
Stubbs, who had resigned the Ushership at a time when the presence 
of a capable man in that position was essential to the welfare of the 
School, and he was therefore without any hesitation set aside on this 
occasion. 

On the 6th of April following, the Ilev. James Birt(') (Lecturer of 
New land) and Mr. Walter Powell, of Lombard Street, Banker, attended 
the Court, and "beg'd leave to recommend Mr. John Powell of Wadham 
College, Oxford," as a qualified person to succeed to the vacant Usher- 
ship of Monmouth. In accordance with this recommendation, at the 
next Court, six days after, Mr. John Powell, the son of a Clergyman of 
the same name, was duly elected, and the Lombard Street Banker 
entered into the usual bond for repairing the house, until the Usher 
"shoed come to the age of 21 years " and enter into a similar bond. 
Thus began a connection with the Monmouth Charity of fifty-six 
years duration — the longest on record. Mr. Powell died in ls;i6, and 
held successively the offices of Usher, Headmaster, and Lecturer. He 
was buried in Dixton Churchvard. 

On the 10th of May, in the same year (1780), permission was given 
to alter the times of the Boys" holidays from Whitsuntide to Midsum- 
mer, an arrangement which lasted down to 1884, when the modern 
system of terms was adopted. It was also ordered, in accordance with 
the request of the Headmaster, that the Latin Rules in the School 
should be translated into English and put on a board and fixed in the 
middle of the School for the use of the junior scholars. 

The Lecturer's house had now been rebuilt, and on the 12th of 
April, 1781, letters were read from Messrs. Pressor, Powell, and 

(1). Probably a son of the Headmaster of Monmouth School, who bore the same name, and 
died in 1737. 
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Symonds, together with a plan from the last named, for rebuilding the 
Headmaster's house. The Schoolroom, Usher's house, and Almshouses 
also needed extensive repairs. The estimate for doing all this work 
was .£926, but, after payment of legal expenses, which were taxed, as 
well as the amount laid out on account of the building already com- 
pleted, only <£36 remained in the Ileceiver's hands. This left a 
deficiency of .£890 or thereabouts to be raised in some way or other 
without delay, for it was necessary that the work should be done at 
once. The Alonmouth Officials asked the Company to advance the 
money required, and the Court of Chancery was appealed to in order 
to carry this out. Under an order of this Court, dated the 8th of 
June, 1782, an attempt was made without success to raise the sum 
required, by mortgaging the Charity estate. The Company then came 
to the rescue themselves, and undertook to advance the money 
required, out of their common fund, at 5 per cent., to be paid off 
by instalments. 

The net annual rental of the estate at this time amounted to .£651, 
and the charges were .£545, leaving a surplus of .£106. In addition to 
this the Court of Chancery, by orders issued in 1778 and 1782, required 
the lecturer, Headmaster, Usher and lleceiver to abate one-fourth of 
their respective salaries. This produced .£67 10s. in addition, making 
.£17*3 10s. in all, and was done for two years, from Midsummer 1782 
to Midsummer 1784. In consequence of the expense of the work 
•exceeding the estimate -a by no means uncommon result — this abate- 
ment was not thought sufficient, and another order was made by the 
same Court on the 21st of July, 1784, directing that there should be a 
further abatement in the salaries of the MonmDuth officials, amounting 
to one-third. This reduced the Lecturer's stipend to X'70, the Head- 
master's to .£60, and the Usher's to .£30 annually, but the Ileceiver's 
income continued subject only to the former reduction, and remained 
^t <£18 15s. as before. 

These abatements so far met the expense of the work of rebuilding 
and repairing that the Company had to advance no more than «£533 
out of their corporate funds. It was found necessary, in compliance 
with the order of the Court of Chancery, to continue these abatements 
for several years, until the mortgage and all other debts were paid off. 
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and «£200 had accumulated in the Receiver's hands to answer the 
purpose of repairs and other contingencies. At length the Chancellor, 
by an order dated the 24th of March, 1791, on the petition of the 
parties concerned, directed that they should receive their full salaries. 
No order was made at that time respecting their arrears, but these 
were eventually repaid, and the abatements, which had continued so 
long, were refunded as quickly as the surplus of income over expendi- 
ture would allow. 

In order to give a clear and intelligible account of the arrange- 
ments under which the Charity buildings were restored, it has been 
necessary to make a slight digression from the other events which 
occurred during this interval. 

To return then to the thread of the narrative — it must be borne in 
mind that Mr. John Powell was elected Fsher when still under age, in 
April, 1780. There was evidently one virtue with which he was not 
over-burdened, and that was an excess of modesty. He was anxioua 
to get on, and thought his best chance to do so was by gaining the 
favour of the Haberdashers' Company by any legitimate means which 
might come in his way. He really may have by nature possessed a 
large share of that eminently Christian virtue of humility, but his 
observation of mankind and possibly the reflections of a highly prac- 
tical, or even philosophical, mind may have taught him that such 
weakness must be overcome, if he was to leave all competitors behind. 
However that may be, it seems, from a minute dated the 4th of 
December, 1782, that this youth took upon himself to write about 
the Lecturer. He informed the Governors that Mr. Smyth had called 
the Corporation of Monmouth together and laid before them divers 
complaints against the Company and the Receiver of the Charity 
estate. Mr. Knapp was ordered to acknowledge the receipt of the 
letter and to thank him for his information, and, at the same time, to 
request that he would procure copies of the charges exhibited by Mr. 
Smyth, and transmit the same for the Company's inspection, together 
with an account of any further steps taken by Mr. Smyth on that 
business. It does not appear, and it is very difficult to imagine, what 
those charges could be, for the Governors and Receiver acted under the 
control of the Court of Chancery. 



172 The Charities of Williavi Jones, 



Mr. Powell was so satisfied with the result of his first information 
that, in the following year (11th July, 1783), he took upon himself to 
look after the Lecturer's duties, and wrote a letter to the Governors 
•'containing a general charge of great irrregularity among the old men 
and women in the Almshouses." In reply to this he was asked to 
send up " a more minute and circumstantial account of such abuses 
And the persons guilty thereof." A letter in answer to this was read 
on the 18th of September, and the Clerk was directed to write to Mr. 
Smyth and request him to " send immediately an explicit account of 
the state of the Almspeople." Nothing further is heard of this affair. 

It is quite clear from a minute dated the 5th of June, 1785, that 
the Monmouth officers had a voice in the expenditure of the funds of 
the Charity, for, on that date, a letter was read from Mr. Prosser in 
which objection was raised to a charge of the expense of a visitation the 
Company had made to the place. At this the Court expressed its 
surprise, for " the Company fiattered^themselves they were entitled to 
thanks for making their visitation at so small an expense, having 
made the same in their way from Newport (Shropshire), and thereby 
saved the Monmouth Charity full half the expense which would have 
attended an immediate visitation from London." An appeal was made 
to the Master in Chancery, who decided, that the expense incurred in 
travelling from Newport and also the charges at Monmouth should be 
borne by the funds of the Charity. 

Mr. Smyth was not satisfied with Mr. Symonds, the Surveyor, and 
a letter was read from him making charges as to the way in which the 
work had been carried out. Mr. Symonds' bill was, however, paid in 
the following year (1788) for surveying the Sclioolmaster's house, etc. 
The amount was <£64 1 Os. 8d., from which, for some reason not stated, 
the sum of £7 7s. was deducted. This seems a very moderate amount, 
and it is evident at this date that all the work was now done. 

In 1793 there were changes in the position of the Schoolmaster 
and Usher, for on the 3rd of March a certificate of the death of the 
" Rev. George Smyth, late Preacher of the Lectureship," was read at 
the Court. He had held office for twenty years. It can hardly be 
said that he was assiduous in the discharge of his duties, and he 
evidently was rather inclined to l)e cantankerous, though it must be 
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allowed that he occupied the post of Lecturer during a very trying 
period in the history of the Charity. 

Mr. John Powell, who had taken Holy Orders after he came to 
Monmouth, lost no time in pushing himself forward. A letter was 
read from him requesting the Company's directions with respect to 
the payment of the Almspeople prior to the appointment of a Lecturer. 
For this he got a well deserved snub, and the Clerk was directed to 
write to Mr. Prosser, the Headmaster, to take care that the poor were 
paid in the usual way, and Mr. Powell received no thanks for his 
impertinent interference. 

There were three Candidates for the vacant Lectureship, of whom 
Mr. Prosser was one. They were all interviewed on 13th of March, 
and the election by ballot took place on the 21st, when a majority of 
votes fell on the Headmaster. It is recorded that he was required to 
** enter into a bond, with two sureties, in the penalty of £500, in order 
to compel his resignation of the Lectureship in case of his promotion 
to any spiritual living." 

It is only fair to Mr. Powell to state that he did not enter into 
competition with Mr. Prosser for the Lectureship, but, on the pro- 
motion of the latter he became a Candidate for the vacancy thus 
created. As the income of this appointment was only £15 per annum 
less than the one to which Mr. Prosser succeeded, and boarders were 
allowded, there is no doubt that, to an energetic man, such as Mr. 
Powell undoubtedly was, the Headmastership, so far as revenue was 
concerned, would be by far the better appointment of the two. He 
had gained the goodwill of the Townspeople, for he was able to present 
" a recommendation signed by the Mayor, Aldermen, and a consider- 
able number of the inhabitants of Monmouth." Nobody ventured to 
oppose so strong a Candidate. He had the field entirely to himself, 
and of course with all these testimonials to his capabilities he was 
duly elected on the 10th of April, 1793. 





I BELECT Committee was appointed to go into the affairs of the 
Monmouth Charity, and among other things they were 
directed to "ewiuire into the expedience of appointing a Writing 
Master." In their report, read at the Court meeting (10 April, 1793), 
at which Mr. Powell was elected Headmaster, they recommended "the 
propriety and ability of the Usher to be appointed to teach Writing 
and Arithmetic." Strange as it may appear to the present generation, 
these subjects were no part of the curriculum of the old Grammar 
Schools, In consequence of this report, fresh regulations were made 
with reference to the duties of the Usher, on the recommendation of 
the new Headmaster, and £8 were paid tor some desks and seats for 
the boys who were to learn Writing and Arithmetic, Xo doubt the 
scholars had seats tiefore this, but either there were no desks of any 
Irind, or, if there were, they wore not constructed in a convenient way 
for that purpose. 

On the 2nd of July (179^), the Tier. Thomas Huglics, B.A., the 
only candidate, was appointed Usher. He had testimonials from 
"Christ Church College," Oxford, and also from Messrs. Prosser and 
Powell. From this it may be gathered, in conjunction with his sur- 
name, that Mr. Hughes was a member of a local family, as indeed, 
from similar considerations, a large number of those who held office 
under the Charity at Monmouth appear to have been. The whole of 
the duties of the School had been performed during the quarter by Mr. 
Powell, who asked to bo allowed to draw the Usher's salary, but it is 
not stated whether his application was auceesaful or not. 
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In a few months after, the pleasing intelligence was conveyed by 
letters to the Company, that the new regulations had made a " visible 
difference in point of numbers at the School, and at present (12 Sept., 
1793) there were 38 scholars." Things must have previously been 
in a very unsatisfactory state for this to have been a subject of 
congratulation. 

Mr. Powell, who was in the prime of early manhood (about 33 
years of age), threw his energies into the work of the School, and 
consequently it prospered, and the following years are a record of its 
advance. 

Mr. Prosser was not satisfied with the income of the Lectureship, 
and asked permission to hold a " small living " that had been offered 
him. This the Court refused, but, in spite of their objection, he 
accepted it, and the matter was referred to the select Committee. 
From a subsequent minute it will appear that he made a special visit 
to London on this account, and that his persuasive arguments so far 
prevailed that all opposition was withdrawn, and he was not required, 
in accordance with the terms of his bond, to give up the Lectureship. 
As an instance of the way things were at that time managed in 
Church matters, it may be of interest to state that the living was that 
of lianvihangel Cwmdu, Breconshire, in the diocese of S. David's, 
worth now about «£300 a year. The holding of this benefice was not 
allowed to interfere with his duties at Monmouth. 

In October, 1796, it appears, from a letter of the Lecturer's, that 
there were then 32 boarders and 12 day-scholars, inhabitants of the 
town. About the same date in the following year, the Headmaster 
reported that the School continued in a flourishing state, and that he 
had 40 boarders besides day-scholars, the number of whom he is careful, 
as also in a previous report, not to give. At this time the man who 
kept the School clock struck — not the clock, but — work, and refused 
to continue to do it, as well he may, under 7s. 6d. a year, his previous 
pay being 5s. The Court at once agreed to the extra charge as 
" reasonable." 

In October, 1798, Mr. Powell stated that he had now 48 boarders, 
but the Court were not to be put off with this partial statement any 
longer, and so they desired him " to transmit for the Company's inf or- 

N 
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mation the number of scholars in the whole School, and to distinguish 
how many there are on the foundation." 

The sanitary condition of the Almshouses was not satisfactory, and 
indeed the same may have been said of the country at large ; and 
" putrid fever" broke out among the inmates in 1798. It is not stated 
that there were any deaths in consequence, but the Lecturer says, that 
he had the " several Almsliouses whitewashed, which had proved 
effectual in stopping the further progress of the infection." This would 
no doubt be considered too simple and economical a process to suit 
the modem ideas on the subject. Anyhow, it answered the purpose, 
and the arrangements of those days did not prevent some of the old 
people attaining as great an age as they do at the present time. In 
1791, an inmate of one of the Almshouses, Sarah Price by name, died 
aged 103. When about 50 years old she could not see without the 
help of glasses, but as she further advanced in years she recovered her 
sight to such a degree as to be able to thread the smallest needle then 
in use, till within a few days of her decease. 

Heath gives a description of the different buildings of the Charity 
as they were at the end of this, the eighteenth century ; and as his 
book describing Monmouth is out of print and not easily procured, it 
is here reproduced : 

" The ground on which the present buildings are erected is situated on 
the south-east side of the town, near the bank of the Wye, and forms a square 
nearly two acres in extent. At tlie upper end { i ) are the houses of the 
Lecturer and Schoolmaster : and at the lower ( 2 ) the Usher's ; on the north- 
west side are the Almshouses ; and on the south-east the Lecturer's garden. 
The School is placed between the Master's House and the Almshouses. 

THB lecturer's HOUSB 

Is a very desirable residence, having lately undergone considerable altera- 
tions ; to which belongs an extensive garden, laid out in great taste, running 
parallel with the river Wye, enclosed within a high brick wall, and at one 
comer is erected a handsome summer house, commanding a beautiful view of 
the river and adjoining country. The present incumbent is the Rev. T. 
Prosser, MA., Chaplain to the Earl of Ashbournham, Vicar of Llanvihangle, 
near Monmouth, and Cwmdu, in Breconshire. 

The salary is one hundred pounds per annum. 



1\ The side facing Bridge street. 

'2). The men's Almshouses now occupy this site. 
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THE SCHOOL-MASTEB'S HOUSE 

(Which is near the Lecturer's) is also a modern-built brick mansion, with a 
large garden behind it, and a spacious piece of ground for the children to play 
in ; some of the former Masters, as well as the present, having kept a board- 
ing school. 

The Rev. John Powell. M,A., Rector of Lansoy in this county, is the 
present Master of the School. 

The salary is ninety pounds per annum. 

THE usher's house 

Is situated at the south-west end, but it is hid from public view, being placed 
within the walls which surround that part of the premises. A handsome 
garden belongs to it; yet the residence is very inferior to either of the former 
mansions. 

The Rev. Thomas Hughes, M.A., Vicar of Rockfield, near Monmouth, is 
the present Usher. 

The salary is forty-five pounds per annum. 

THE almshouses FOR THE POOR 

Form the north west side and consist of twenty separate tenements, " with a 
small spot of ground for the use of the spade " to every one of them. When 
the charity was first endowed, they were paid half a crown a week, and a 
long blue cloth coat once a year, but now they receive 3s. 63. each. Their 
principal dress is a long blue coat, with a small square white metal badge on 
the upper part of the right arm. The women's principal dress is a blue 
camlet gown, with a large beaver hat. 

When any vacancy happens, tlie Corporation recommend three objects of 
charity to the Haberdashers' Company, one of which is immediately 
appointed. The institution furnishes a comfortable asylum to age among the 
poor ; and often to those whose better days promised a far better retirement. 

THE SCHOOLROOM 

Measures twenty yards in length, by eight yards in width, and is fitted up in 
a manner proper for the purpose. At the upper end is placed a raised desk 
for the Master, in which he sits to hear the Scholars their lessons, and over 
the lower part is a spacious gallery, destined for those boys who are 
instructed in writing and accounts. Against the wall on the right hand side, 
are hung up two large boards, containing (in English and Latin) necessary 
advice to the Scholars, but too uninteresting to be admitted here. 

On the left hand side of the room, over the fire-place, and enclosed 
within folding doors, to keep it from injury, is placed the portrait of the 
Founder of the Charity. 

It is a three quarters length, about six feet high by the same width, and 
drawn near the close of his life. He is habited in a loose gown (probably as 
a superior officer of his company), (i) the right hand holding his hat and 

(1). William Jones never held oflBlce in the Haberdashers Company. He may have done so and 
probably did, in the Company of Merchant Adventurers at Hamburgh. 
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gloves, — the left hand resting on a table. Tlie fore-part of his head is quite 
bald; hie beard Jong; and round his neck he wears a quilled ruEf, the fashion 
of that day. In the upper comer, on the left side, ia the following inscriptioo, 
Jn gold letters : 

" Master William Jones, Ilaberdasher and Alercliant of London, 

who founded this ScliooL with the Almes-Kouaes adjoining, and those 

of Newland, and also sett up several Lectures, and was a worthy 

Benefactor to the Company of Haberdashers." 

In the opposite corner of the picture is the coat of arras : 

Argent, a lion rampant, gules. The crest a raven. ( l ) 

So much tor Mr. Heath. The paintiog was no doubt a copy of the 
one at Haberdashers' Hall, and was placed in the Schoolroom in 1657. 
In spite of the bonds and statutes, the Lecturer, Headma.ater, and 
TJaher all held Eeclesiastieal PrefarmentB. 

The School continued to prosper, and in March, 180^, Mr. Powell 
reported that he had as many boarders as his house would hold, viz. : 
64. C) A large number of these boarderi were the sons of the county 
families, and the School was then in great repute. The house referred 
to is the one at the top of Bridge Street, adjoining the Chapel, which 
has been enlarged since that time. Kow Mr. Powell managed to stow 
away suoh a goodly number in the spaec at his disposal is a problem 
by no means easy to solve. However, it was done in some way or 
other, and it may be as well not to enter into a close scrutiny of the 
arrangements that were necessary in order to accomplish such a feat. 
Mr, Powell also gives the number of day boys, according to the require- 
ment of a previous order. Well, it was a highly suggestive quantity 
— only ten. The letter was duly acknowledged, and the Companj- 
directed their Clerk to "express their gratification" at the flourishing 
8tat« of the School, " principally effected by his very great and highly 
commendable industry and exertions." {') Similar letters passed again 
in 1805. 

In June, 1806, the Itev. Thomas Hughes died, after having held the 
office of Usher for thirteen years, and the Company decided that, con- 
considering the small amount of stipend and emoluments attached to 
the appointment, and the distance from Monmouth to the Metropolis, 



r. Powell had M one time in a nei^bcnuinghooft. 



8). Uoro pmlubl}' a Chougb. 
) Sh note 11. at Che end of the chapter. 
(B). Beiidm the imirdcra in hia mun houae Mr. 
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the personal attendance of the Candidates should be dispensed with. 
From this it appears that, at that time, it was contemplated that none 
but local Candidates were likely to come forward. The lie v. William 
PoweU, the only applicant, was elected Usher, on the 17th of 
July, 1806. 

A few years later, in 1808, the Company directed their Clerk to 
take the necessary steps for obtaining the approbation of the Court of 
Chancery for increasing the stipends of the officers and the pay of the 
poor at Monmouth, in the proportion recommended by the the Special 
•Committee appointed to take the subject into consideration. 

After the reports of the Lecturer and Headmaster as to the relative 
numbers of Boarders and Day Boys, it is not surprising to find, that the 
people of the Town were not all perfectly satisfied with the way in 
which the School was conducted. At the Court held on the 14th of 
June, 1810, a " Memorial from 68 inhabitants of the Town of 
Monmouth," received on the 10th of May, was read, complaining that 
the Headmaster had refused to admit, and educate sons of the inhabit- 
ants of the Town, into the School. A letter from Mr. Powell on the 
same subject was also read, and the memorial was referred to the 
Monmouth Committee. The Clerk was directed to send a copy of the 
memorial, with the names attached, to Mr. Prosser, " the Preacher," 
-and require his early attention and report thereon. 

On the 2nd of August the report of the Select Committee respect- 
ing the complaints made against the Headmaster was read together 
with a letter from the llev. William Powell, the Usher, on the same 
subject. The report was confirmed, and the Court approved and 

directed the following letter to be sent to the Kev. John Powell : 
Sir, 

The Company have had several meetings on tie subject of the 
memorial presented by 68 inhabitants of Monmouth respecting the mode of 
education adopted by you in Mr. Jones's Free Grammar School there and 
your refusal to admit or neglecting, when admitted, Scholars entitled to the 
freedom of the School. Letters from you and Mr. Prosser and the memorial 
sent by you and signed by several Clergymen, Gentlemen, and some of the 
Members of the Corporation of Monmouth in answer to the complaints pre- 
ferred against you have been laid before them. 

I am directed to inform you that the Company are of opinion that the 
Complaints preferred against you have not been proved, and' to add that the 
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Company have ever and still continue to think the School is not merely for 
the purpose of teaching writing and reading the English, but also the Latin 
and Greek Languages, and that opinion the Letters Patent and Statutes made 
soon after the foundation of the School, conlirm. It is further ascertained, 
by the Acts of the Donor in his lifetime, who himself petitioned for the 
Letters Patent. The Company as Governors of Mr. Jones's Charities, feel 
themselves bound to support the Intentions of the Donor, and you have their 
Authority to refuse Scholars who apply to be admitted for learning Beading,. 
Writing and Arithmetic only. 

In the course of the Investigation it has been objected that you have- 
taken 10s. 6d., if not more, on the Flntrance of Scholars entitled to the Free- 
dom. This has not been proved. I am, however, directed to inform you 
that the Company require the Statutes strictly to be fulfilled and that no 
other entrance money should be taken than the sums therein specified, (i) 

On the whole the Company deem the School a Free Grammar School for 
the Instruction of youth in the Reading, Writing and Penning the English, 
Latin and Greek Tongues, that Scholars admitted must not be taught any one 
branch but the whole conjointly agreeably to Mr. Jones's petition, the Lettera 
Patent thereon, and the Statutes subsequently made for the Government of 
the School. And you are desired now and in future strictly to act agreeably 
to the Letter and Spirit of the Letters Patent and Statutes. 

Should you in future be applied to admit boys to the School for the 
purpose of learning Heading, Writing and Arithmetic only, be pleased to- 
refer them (whenever you shall think necessary) to the following words in 
the Letters Patent ; 

" There may and shall be in future for ever in the said Town of Monmouth 
one Free Grammar School for the Instruction and Education of Boys- 
and Youths in the Latin Tongue and other more Polite Literature and 
Erudition." 

I am. Sir, 

Your very humble Serv't., 

THOS: GEO: KNAPP, 
Clerk. 
Haberdashers' Hall, 
2nd August, 1810. 
The Rev'd. John Powell. 

Nothing further is heard of this affair, but apparently the Company 
had their doubts, for they were very particular after this to obtain from 
the Lecturer full particulars about the state of the School. 

(1). *• Two shillings, the poorer sort excepted, who shall pay but sixpence. See appendix XIII, 
Statute II. 



The Monmouth Charity during the Reign of Oeorge III, 181 

The Governors were not allowed a long respite from further trouble. 
This arose in consequence of the acquisitive propensities of Mr. Prosser. 
The Uev. Duncombe P. Davis, who had succeeded his father, the Rev. 
John Davis, D.D., as Vicar of Monmouth, died in 1815, and the living, 
if so it might be called, was offered to, and accepted by, the Lecturer 
without consulting the wishes of the Company.' (') 

On the 24th September, 1816, at a meeting of the Court, a 
" worthy member enquired of the Clerk, whether it was correct that 
Mr. Prosser had lately been presented to the Vicarage of Monmouth. 
On a reply being given in the affirmative, the Lecturer's bond was 
read, which was found to contain, among other things, the following 
clause : — 

**And particularly if the said Thomas Prosser shall take up any other 
charge or cure in any church or be advanced to any spiritual living whatso- 
ever with cure and shall not voluntarily renounce, yield up, surrender, 
resign into the hands of the said Master and four Wardens, Governors as 
aforesaid for the time being, the place or office of Preacher with the Messuage 
&c., then this obligation to be void or else to be and remain in full force and 
virtue." 

It was decided to refer the matter to the "Monmouth" Com- 
mittee C) to consider and report to the Court, whether Mr. Prosser 
should be called upon to resign the preferment, recently accepted by 
him, pursuant to the terms of the bond. 

On the 30th of Jan. in the following year (1817) the report of the 
Committee was taken into consideration. The Clerk's letter to Mr. 
Prosser, dated 30th November, 18J6, and his reply, dated the 3rd of 
December, were both read ; " In the latter of which Mr. Prosser states, 
that he had accepted the Vicarage of Monmouth on the presentation 
of the Duke of Beaufort, the emoluments of which he knew to be 
trifling, on account of the handsome manner in which his Grace 
expressed himself towards Mr. Prosser on the occasion, and more 
particularly because Mr. Pressor's friends, whom he consulted, assured 
him that his acceptance of it would give great satisfaction to the 
parishioners ; That, had the living of Monmouth beeA one of the best, 
instead of being one of the worst, in the kingdom, considering the Duty 



(1). See appendix vii. 

(2). A Committee of the Haberdashers' Company appointed for the express purpose of attending 
to the Monmouth Charity. 
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attached to it, no pecuniary consideration would have induced him to 
take upon himself such awful responsibility without the conviction 
upon his mind, that it was the general wish of the Inhabitants among 
whom he had constantly resided thirty-eight years in the capacites of 
Usher, Schoolmaster, and Lecturer upon Mr. Jones's Foundation ; That 
the population of Monmouth consisted of about 4,000 souls (') and the 
Duties of the Vicarage, Ordinary and Extraordinary, were more than 
one person could properly perform, and that he therefore employed 
Mr. William Powell, the Usher of Mr. Jones's School at Monmouth, as 
his Assistant, and allowed him .£100 a year, (") being the full amount 
of the profits of the Living in the last year, and of what he feared he 
should make of it in future ; That the regular duty was prayers 
and a Sermon twice every Lord's day, and prayers every Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, and every Saint's Day, together with the 
Weddings, Christenings, and Burials that occur in the course of 
the year, and attendances on the sick ; That he, Mr. Prosser, had Pre- 
ferment in Breconshire, ( *) in the Diocese of S. David's, which upon an 
average produces <£250 a year. This he had held about twenty years, 
under the permission of the Company, which he obtained by a purposed 
journey to London ; That he then understood that the officers were 
allowed to hold any preferment they could get that did not interfere 
with their residence at Monmouth, and that he did not perform the 
Duty of his Welsh preferment himself, but ivhea he visited it, his 
residence being dispensed with by the Bishop, formerly by license and 
now by notification, according to the provisions of the Curates' Acts." 

After consideration, the Court wore of opinion and " llesolved, 
that Mr. Prosser be not called upon to resign Mr. Jones's Ijcctureship 
at Monmouth, it appearing that the execution of the duties of the 
Vicarage of Monmouth do not materially interfere with his duties as 
Lecturer, and the Preferment accepted by Mr. Prosser creating duties 
only to be performed at the same Church where Mr. Jones's Lecture 
is delivered." 

" The Clerk, however, was directed to inform Mr. Prosser that the 
Company were of opinion that he should have informed the Company 



(1). This would include Overmonnow, which was not at that time a separate parish. 
This was a veiy liberal stip 
Cwmdu, near Crickhowell. 



(2). Tliis was a ver^ liberal stipend at that time, especially to a man otherwise engsiged. 
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of the offer to be promoted to preferment, previous to his acceptance 
thereof." 

In September, 1818, the Ilev. William Powell, the Usher, and 
Curate of S. Mary's, was given permission to hold the Livings of 
llaglan and Llandenny, offered him by the Duke of Beaufort, on con- 
dition that the duties of the School were regularly performed. 
Although his acceptance of these Benefices was sanctioned by the 
Governors, still he must have contemplated resigning the Ushership, 
for in December three letters were read at the Court; the first from 
the Headmaster requesting this appointment for his son, who was 
between 18 and 19 years of age, the second from the Ilev. William 
Jones, with a recommendation from the Master and Tutor of S. 
Catharine's Hall, Cambridge, offering himself as a Candidate, and the 
third from Mr. Prosser, recommending the Ilev. Mr. Price in case of a 
vacancy. 

Mr. Powell did not send in his resignation till the following April, 
to take effect at Midsummer, and on the 22nd of June the Rev. 
William Jones was unanimously elected to the office, on the usual 
terms. There were two fresh Candidates, but the Headmaster's son 
and Mr. Price had both withdrawn. 

The Governors continued to make careful enquiries of the Lecturer 
about the condition of the School. In January, 1819, he was 
requested to transmit to the Court the number of the Scholars, and 
whether anv and what number of Boarders, either with the Master or 
Usher, who had been educated in the School for the last three years, 
specifying the number in each year, and the books from which they 
have received their instruction. 

The report of Mr. Prosser must have been a long one for only an 
abstract is given. It is as follows: 

Midsummer, 1816— Boarders 29; Day Scholars 16. 



Christmas, 18J6™ „ 18 

Midsummer, 1817 — „ 17 

Christmas, 1817— „ 14 

JMidsummer, 1818— „ 18 

Christmas, 1818— „ 22 
All the Boarders were with the Headmaster. 



n 

»» 
»1 
»1 



17. 
18. 
19. 
22. 
20. 
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Latin Books read — Eton Grammar, Valpy's Delectus, Cornelius Nepos, 
Ovid's Epistles and Metamorphosis, Virgil, Caesar's Commentaries, Horace, 
Terence, Cicero's Offices and Orations and Juvenal. 

Greek Books — Eton Grammar, Greek Sentences, Greek Testament, Grseca 
Minora, Xenophon's Works, Euripides, Homer, Demosthenes, Longinus and 
Sophocles. 

A Writing Master is paid £100 a year by Mr. Powell, who charges 3 
guineas a year for learning Arithmetic, Geography, and Merchants' Accounts.'*' 

Oil a previous occasion, in November, 1816. the Lecturer's report 

is given in full.(') This was for the Quarter which commenced 

after Michaelmas, 1816, or the interval between the first and second 

return in the above abstract. 

Such was the state of things at the end of the long reign of 
George III., and this will be a convenient time to bring the chapter 
to a close. The next will enter upon what may be called the modern 
history of the Charity at Monmouth. 



NOTE I. 

30M November, 1816. 

Statement of Monmouth School fbom the Rev. Thomas Prossbr. 

" I3=Boarder. D.S.=Day Scholar. 

15. Sophocles, Plato's Dialogues and 



Class I. 1. James Beebee 



Tacitus. 
B. 
B. 
B. 



Class ill. 



Class IV. 



Class II. 1. Thomas Morgan 

2. Chas. Roberts, Sen 

3. Chas. Roberts, Jan. 

4. David Jones 

5. John Powell 

1. Joseph Paget 

2. Watkin Williams 

3. Morgan Davies 

1. Wm. Prichard 

2. Elmes Steel 

3. George Hammond 

4. Jlenry Hammond 

5. William Higgins 

6. Richard Higgins 

7. Meyrick Beebee 

The above are taught by the Master. 

Class V. 1. Christopher Steel B. 

2. Herbert Williams B 



1^ Horace, Virgil, Sallust, Homer, and 
Greek Testament. 



Caesars Commentaries and Greek 
Testament. 



Ovid's Epistles, Cornelius Nepo& 
and Greek Grammar. 



?- F^utropius and Latin Grammar. 



(1). See note I. at the end of the chapter. 
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Class VI. 


1. 


George Maddox 


D.S. . 






9 

Am* 


Wm. Meyrick 


B. 






3. 


Henry Davies 


B. 


- Valpy's Delettus. 




4. 


Arthur Taylor 


D.S. 






5. 


Horatio Powell 


D.S. ^ 




Class VII. 


1. 
2. 


James Hall 
Alban Croft 


B. 
D.S. 


1" Latin Grammar. 




1. 


Henry Roberts 


B. , 






2. 


John Rowbotham 


B. 






3. 


Thomas James 


B. 






4. 


William Harris 


D.S. 






5. 


Thomas Perrin 


D.S. 


These learn Writing, Accounts, Geo- 




6. 


Randolph Renie 


D.S. 


graphy, English Grammar, and 




7. 


Robert Evans 


D.S. 


are taught by the Writing Master 




8. 


Edwd Evans 


D.S. 


without being ranged into classes. 




9. 


Thos. Haddock 


D.S. 






10. 


Chas. Parry 


D.S. 






11. 


William Card 


D.S. 






12. 


Thos. Watson 


D.S. ^ 




The total number of Scholars 


is 3^ 




The number on the Foundation is 21 


[. 


16 have no claim on the Foundation 


as their Friends are not Inhabitants 


of the Town or County of Monmouth." 





It may be noticed that in the above list, 

the number of Boarders is 22 
the number of Daj' Boys is 15 
As there were 21 on the foundation 6 of them must have been Boarders. 
No doubt these were from the County and their parents resided some- 
distance from the Town. 

NOTE II. 

The following is a copy of Mr. Powell's prospectus :— 

"The Rev: John Powell, M.A., 

Master of the Grammar School, 

Monmouth, 

Boards and educates young gentlemen 

on the following terms ; 

Board and Classical Tuition per annum £20 

Entrance ... ... ... 110 

Writing and Arithmetic per Quarter 7 6 

Washing and mending stockings per do. 8 6 

N.B. Drawing, Dancing and French taught by 
approved Masters. 

*.• A Quarter's notice or a quarter's board required 
when any young gentleman leaves School." 
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Think of this, ye parents with mstiy sons and n 
Cox, in Ilia "Historical Tour" iiiMonmoutlishin 



■'Tne School ■' (Moiimoutli), -'Bt present, enjoys a liigli reputation 
under tlie care of tile Rev. Jolin Powell, a member of tlie 
University of Oxford." 






Leeturert: — Thomas ProsBer, 1793—1823; John Powell, 1823—36; James 
Crowther, 1S36. Headma»teT»:—}6bn Powell, 1793—1823; William Jones, 
1833—28: John Oakley ffiU, 1828—32; George Monnington, 1833. 



jTrN the first year of the reign of George IV the little town was not 
=j in that state ol peace and quietnosB which was its usual 
characteristic. A prett\ bttle quarrel had arisen between the Bur- 
gesses and Common Council as to the nght of electing a Mayor (') and 
nominating persons to he returned to the Company for the Almshouses. 
Mr, Philpotts, the Major lor the year which was now drawing to a 
close sent a letter with papers relative to this dispute, and these were 
read at a meeting of the Court held on the 6th of November, 1820, 

On the Ist of the following Maroli (18213 the Clerk laid before the 
Court a " return from seven of the memhera of the Common Couaoil of 
Monmouth, dated the 21st of February, stating the death of Ann 
Berry, one of the Almawomen, and recommending Mary Clark, Mary 
Williams and Heater Jones, as proper objects for one of them to supply 
the vacancy. A recommendation from Mr, Proaser in favour of Mrs. 
Clarke, one from Mr. Powell in favour of Mrs, Jones, and a recom- 
mendation signed by 142 inhabitants in favour of Ann Williams, whose 
name was not contained in the return from the Common Council, 
dated 24th February, 1821, stating the nature of the legal disputes 
existing respecting the Corporation, were read." The Court, however, 
no doubt wisely, requested the Master and Wardens " to attend to the 
recommendation of the Common Council, it appearing that two of 
those contained in that recommendation were in every respect eligible 
and deserving persona, and one of them had before been regularly 
returned under the seal of the Mayor and Corporation." The "two" 
were no doubt those on whose behalf letters were written by Meaars. 
Prosser and Powell, and Hester or Esther Jones was duly elected. 
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The Rev. Thomas Prosser died at the end of April, 1823, aged 75, 
and was buried in S. Mary's Churchyard. He had been resident in 
Monmouth for more than 43 years, and had filled a large place in the 
public life of the Town as Usher, Headmaster, Lecturer, and also 
during the last seven or eight years of his life, as Yicar. (^) He does 
not seem to have been a conspicuous success as Headmaster, although 
he no doubt did his duty in that position. His talents were more 
ecclesiastical than scholastic, and as a Clergyman he seems to have 
-earned the respect and goodwill of his fellow-townsmen. Judging 
from his reports concerning the state of the School, he was pains- 
taking, exact, and conscientious in the discharge of his duties. 

On the 13tli of May various memorials, with recommendations and 
"testimonials for the office of Lecturer, were laid before the Court, and 
on the 16th the llev. John Powell, who had been forty-three years in 
Monmouth as Usher and Headmaster, was elected by a "a show of 
hands." It is worthy of notice as an evidence of the conscientious 
way in which the Company discharged their duty, that the old and 
tried servant was preferred, although his opponent was a Liveryman 
of the Guild. 

A list of the boys(^) at the same time was laid before the Court. 
As the number was only 31, the School had evidently been going 
down. This was not surprising, for Mr. Powell was now getting an 
old man, 63 years of age, and he had been at scholastic work since he 
was comparatively a boy, just 20 years old. 

There were only two Candidates for the vacant Headmastership, the 
llev, "William Jones, who had been Usher four years, and the Rev. 
William Powell, who had previously held that office, and was now Vicar 
of Raglan, which benefice he no doubt contemplated to continue to 
hold, even if he had been successful in his application. Mr. Jones, 
however, was elected, and the Rev. Henry Prosser was appointed 
Usher without opposition. 

Mr. Prosser had been an unsuccessful Candidate for the same office 
in 1819, when Mr. Jones was appointed. He was the nephew of the 
late Lecturer, and had been given the two small livings of Garway and 
Welsh Newton in 1821, so he was already beneficed. The Usher's 

(1). Mr. Prosser was besides four times Mayor of Monmouth. See appendix X. 
<2). See note I. at the end of the chapter. 
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salary had been twice augmented since 1808, but it was still only £60 
a year with a house and garden. (^) Mr. Prosser continued to hold 
these preferments as well as the School appointment. 

The decline of the School and other circumstances stirred up the 
Monmouth people to take a more active interest in its welfare, and a 
letter from the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Inhabitants of the Town (dated 
the 8th of June, 1823), was read at the Court which met on the 
4th of July, respecting the appointment of Visitors to the Charity. 
Mr. Thomas Thackwell took a very active and prominent part in the 
movement and attended the Court on this occasion to press forward 
the proposal. He was requested to inform the Mayor and other 
persons, who signed the letter, that it would be taken into seiious 
consideration by the Governors. This letter also contained a general 
charge of irregularities against the officers of the Charity at Mon- 
mouth, and the Clerk was directed to write to the Mayor and ask for 
a written statement of what the irregularities consisted, and against 
what particular officer or officers were the allegations intended to be 
made. 

This was answered bv a letter from Mr. Thackwell, dated the 
30th of August, 1823, together with a memorial from the Mayor, 
Bailiffs, and 121 Inhabitants of Monmouth, respecting the conduct of 
the Rev. William Jones, the Schoolmaster. Copies were directed to be 
sent to Mr. Jones for reply. 

No decision on the subject was arrived at during the year 1823, 
and another memorial from the Mayor, Bailiffs, and 132 Inhabitants, 
dated the 2nd of October, 1824, was presented at the Court held on 
the 10th of the following month. A special Court was summoned for 
the 10th of November to consider the memorials and such part as 
related to the appointment of Visitors to the Charity. 

At this Court the two memorials, already mentioned, from the 
people of Monmouth, dated respectively the 1st of September, 1823, 
and the 2nd of October, 1824, were read; and also a counter memorial 
to the former of these two from 51 Inhabitants of the Town, dated 
the 15th of November, 1823, was also taken into consideration. As 
the first of these three memorials contained allegations against the 



(1). See chapter V., note I. 



190 The Charities of Williarri Jones, 



conduct of the Headmaster, the counter memorial was probably one 
got up in his defence by those who had a feeling in his favour. The 
subject of the memorials was discussed at considerable length, and the 
Clerk reported that, "he had searched the Company's books and that 
it did not appear that Visitors had ever been appointed by the 
Governors of Mr. Jones's Establishment at Monmouth." The need of 
some such arrangement had certainly been felt, for in September, 1672, 
a local Committee had been appointed. (') 

The matter was not settled at this Court, but was adjourned to the 
19th of January, 1825, when it was again under consideration. On 
motion made and seconded, " It was ordered that the recommenda- 
tion of the Committee for the appointment of Visitors be confirmed, 
and that it be referred back to the same Committee to nominate and 
appoint nine Gentlemen as Visitors accordingly." 

Copies of the memorials and answers by the Officers were ordered 
to be sent to the Visitors, " To request the opinion of the Visitors 
generally on the state of the School and Charities, and as to the 
conduct of the officers and j)oor, and that the Visitors would suggest, 
if they think it necessary, any improvement that may occur to them 
in the management of the Establishment generally, or the duties of 
the several officers attached to it." Thus was inaugurated a most 
important change of a far reaching character in the management of 
the Charity — a change that was frauglit with very great advantages 
to the Town and neighbourhood, and was one of the means of raising 
the School to that high state of efficiency which has continued, in a 
greater or less degree, to the present day. 

The want of a local body of gentlemen to take the oversight, more 
especially of the School, and report to the Governors the real state of 
things, had been felt from the first founding of the Charity, and the 
only wonder is that some such plan had not been adopted from the 
beginning. The whole responsibility had hitherto rested on the 
Lecturer. It was obviously more than ought to have been placed in 
the hands of one person, but should have been shared by several 
gentlemen of good standing in the Town and neighbourhood, for 
reasons too evident to need explanation. 



(1). See chapter IX. 
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The first Visitors appointed in February, 1825, under this arrange- 
ment, were the following : — 

1. The Rev. Henry Barnes, Vicar of Monmouth. 

2. The Rev. Henry Douglas, Vicar of Newland, Gloucestershire. 

3. The Rev. C. N. Mitchell, Llangattock, near Monmouth. 

4. Philip Ducarel, Esq., Newland House, near Coleford. 

5. Richard Lewis, Esq., Llantillio, near Monmouth. 

6. Edward Machen, Esq, Whitemead Park, Gloucestershire. 

7. Nathaniel Morgan, Esq., Ross, Herefordshire. 

8. Walter Palmer, Esq., Pencoyd, Ross, Herefordshire. 

9. Thomas Swinnerton, Esq., Wonastow Court, near Monmouth. 

Each Visitor was presented by the Company with a manuscript 
book beautifully written, containing all particulars relating to the 
Charity, such as the Letters Patent, the Statutes of the School, 
the appointment and bonds of the several officers, a list of the books 
in the School Library, &c. (*) 

The Visitors held their first meeting on the 7th of March, 1825, 
when Richard Lewis, Esq., was appointed perpetual chairman, and 
arrangements were made for their future line of action. 

In subsequent meetings the Visitors arranged to visit all the 
buildings and to make a report of their condition to the Governors. 
These were much out of repair, and suggestions were made as to what 
was necessary to be done. The School was also visited during the hours 
of work in order to make enquiries into its state and discipline. The 
question was discussed as to whether the Master and Usher were 
required by the eighth statute (*) to teach reading and writing. The 
Visitors came to the conclusion that there was an ambiguity about it 
which had been fatal to the best interests of the School, and they 
recommended the appointment of a Writing Master at a salary to be 
paid out of the Charity funds, to attend one hour in the morning and 
one hour in the afternoon, so as not to interfere with the regular 
hours, and who would also be required to teach Arithmetic. 

Mr. Powell, when Headmaster, hai employed a Writing Master 
named Jenkins, as already stated, at .£100 a year, and had raised the 
money by charging three guineas each to the Scholars for being taught 

(1). See note I (b) and note III at the end of the chapter. 
(2). See appendix XIII, at the end of the book. 

O 



192 The Clear ities of Williaon Jones. 



these necessary subjects. There were now only nineteen boys in the 
School, and consequently this salary could no longer be raised unless a 
higher fee were charged ; but Mr. Jenkins seems to have stuck to his 
post. Of these nineteen boys, (^) five were under the care of the 
Headmaster, ten were taught by the Usher, and four were under Mr. 
Jenkins and learnt English only. There was just one boarder, William 
Adams, and one free boy, Thomas Dubberly. Things could not be in a 
much more unsatisfactory state, and it certainly was high time some 
steps were taken to render the Charity worthy of the name of the 
noble founder, by conferring those benefits on the Town which it was 
his intention it should be the means of doing. 

A majority of the Visitors decided that their powers only extended 
to an examination of irregularities whicli had occurred subsequently 
to the date of their appointment. Two of the Visitors, however, Mr. 
Morgan, a Banker at lioss, and Mr. Swinnerton, were of a different 
opinion, but in order to secure peace and unanimity they had conceded 
the point to the majority. There is, however, a copy of a letter 
extant, addressed by Mr. Morgan, who evidently belonged to the 
" Society of Friends," commonly called Quakers, to Mr. Benjamin 
Hawes, an influential member of the Haberdashers' Company, in 
which he reflects very strongly on the conduct of Mr. Jones, the 
Headmaster. 

The Visitors found it necessary to impress on the Masters the legal 
and moral obligation of treating the Town boys with the same con- 
sideration and attention as the boarders or other boys, who had no 
right to a free education, and consequently paid for being taught. The 
Visitors informed them that any deviation from the rules, (if duly and 
satisfactorily proved), would be followed by a representation to the 
Governors. The unsatisfactory state of things, which these exhorta- 
tions indicate, was not peculiar to Monmouth, but was common enough 
in other places. The free boys were so treated that they were driven 
away from the Schools, and were robbed of the inheritance to which 
they had an undoubted right. The Visitors also gave it as their 
opinion that, the Statutes prohibited the reception of boys of every 
description, so long as the child of a Monmouth inhabitant could be 
received to be instructed, and that only, in case of a deficiency in the 

(1). See note I (b) at the end of the chapter. 
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number of boys of the Town, should boarders or " foreign " boys be 
received into the School. The carrying out of this principle eventually 
led to the exclusion of all those who were not children of residents in 
the Borough, so long as the number of pupils admitted was limited to 
a hundred. The great improvement in the efficiency of the teaching 
so increased the School, that the applications for admission ultimately 
exceeded the vacancies, and a selection had to be made. There was in 
consequence no room for outsiders, as will be seen in the course of this 
narrative. 

On the 1st of June in this year (1825) the boys in the School were 
examined in the presence of the Visitors, by the Rev. H. Douglas, and 
this course was regularly adopted on subsequent occasions. The 
Visitors discharged their commission with most commendable diligence. 
Not onl}^ did they carefully go into the repairs that were necessary for 
the buildings, but they examined the work after it was done, and the 
diiferent items in the bills, before they recommended the payment 
thereof to the Governors. 

The great disideratum, however, was the appointment of a Master 
to teach writing and arithmetic, whose salary should be paid out of the 
funds of the Charity, in order that these subjects might be taught 
without payment of a fee. In order to do this it was necessary to 
obtain the consent of the Court of Chancery, and it seems to have been 
ii very difficult matter to accomplish this apparently very simple affair. 
An application was made by the Governors to the Lord Chancellor at 
this time, but without success. In spite of the trouble taken by the 
Visitors, the School can hardly be said to have increased so long as this 
improvement could not be effected. In February, 1827, two years 
after they had been appointed, they report that "the number of 
Scholars is increased to 21," which appears to have been a case of 
thankfulness for small mercies. 

At a meeting of the Visitors held on the 7th of October, 1825, it 
was resolved to ask Mr. Thackwell to obtain signatures from each 
inhabitant, who was deterred from sending his children to receive 
Classical instruction "at the Free School" in consequence of the want 
of a Master appointed to teach Writing, Arithmetic, &c. This was 
done, and the document was sent to the Haberdashers' Company ; but 
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at the next meeting of the Visitors, held on the 7th of December 

(1825), a copy of this representation was perused, and, for some reason 

not given it, was not approved of, and the " following form of 

affidavit" was drawn up for signature and attestation by the 

inhabitants : — 

** We, whose names are hereunder written, being inhabitants of the Town 
and Parish of JMonmouth, ( i ) do make oath, that the want of power at Mr. 
Jones' Free School, to instruct the boys in Writing and Arithmetic, is of serioua 
injury to the interest of the School, as a Classical School, and that we, who 
should otherwise send our children to the School for the purpose of Classical 
instruction, are deterred from doing so by the defect, and we also further 
make oath, that we verily believe that upon the appointment of a Writing 
Master the number of the boys at the School, which at present only amounts 
to thirteen, would be increased to the number contemplated by the founder 
to the great advantage of the Town and neighbourhood." 

This was to be placed in the hands of Mr. Lewis, the Chairman, 
by the Rev. H. Barnes, who undertook to see to the attestation of 
the above, and by him transmitted to the Haberdashers' Company. 

One would have thought that such an application from those who 
were above all others interested in the well being of the School would 
have been sufficient, but the ways of the Court of Chancery were, to 
say the least, peculiar and exacting. Mr. Knapp, the Clerk, wrote to 
say, "that no petition, on the subject of the appointment of a Writing 
Master with a salary, could be presented with any prospect of success, 
after the denial of a former petition on the same subject, unless it be 
supported by affidavits of gentlemen not so immediately concerned a» 
the inhabitants of Monmouth, and that tlie Committee of the Haber- 
dashers' Company thought that the opinion of the Visitors, embodied 
in affidavit, might induce the Court of Chancery to accede to a 
renewed petition." 

In order to carry this out it was resolved ''that an affidavit be 
drawn up and sworn to by the Visitors, approving the same before a 
Master extraordinary in Chancery, and sent up to London for the 
object above stated." 

This was accordingly done, but an unfortunate delay arose in con- 
sequence of the self-assertive and independent line taken by Mr. 
Thackwell. In February, 1827, more than a year after the above reso- 



(1). Overmonnow at this time formed port of the Parish of Monmouth. 
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lution had been adopted, the Governors wrote to the Visitors to enquire 
whether the affidavit relative to the appointment of a Writing Master 
had been sworn by them. In the reply they say, that it had been 
ready for nearly twelvemonths, but that the other affidavits of the 
townspeople " were left at Mr. Thackwell's (as being one of the most 
active individuals interesting themselves on the part of the inhabit- 
ants of Monmouth) with a view to obtain their signatures, and that, 
notwithstanding repeated applications, the Visitors have been unable 
to procure them again duly executed as required; That the Visitors 
have been informed, that the said affidavits have been sent to the 
Company without any communication on the part of Mr. Thackwell 
with the Visitors, and which they cannot consider altogether correct, 
as they are particularly anxious that no communication of this nature 
should pass through other hands than those of the Visitors, with the 
Company. It is on this account only that the affidavit of the Visitors 
has not been returned as soon as those of the Inhabitants. 

There was evidently a difference of opinion on these matters 
])etween the Visitors and Mr. Thackwell. This has been rather a long 
story about an affair, which at first sight seems of minor importance, 
but it was really most important in its result, for the petition was, 
after some months delay, eventually granted, and the School went up 
*' by leaps and bounds." This account will also illustrate the extent 
to which the Court of Chancery hampered the movements of the 
Governors in their endeavours to act for the interests of the Charity. 
It was too the first step towards bringing the teaching of the School 
into accordance with modern requirements. 

During this summer (1827) a Deputation of the Haberdashers' 
Company made a visitation of Monmouth and Newland. To each of 
the Almspeople of the former place a "visiting" present of half a ton 
of coals was sent. It is to be hoped that the latter place experienced 
the same consideration, and there is little doubt but that it did. 

The question of corporal punishment came ])efore the Visitors at a 
meeting held on the 12th of December in this year. Complaints had 
been made on this subject by some of the parents of the boys, and in 
order to put an end to this, and also to " prevent any invidious obser- 
vation," the Masters were " advised to give up the use of the cane, 



196 TJie Cliarities of WiUiarri Jones. 



and in future to confine themselves to the use of the rod, as used in 
public Schools generally — the punishments to take place after the 
lessons are over, when it may be inflicted with more deliberation.'* 
Evidently the ancient Statute which set apart Alonday morning for 
the purpose of clearing off these scores had fallen into abeyance. Mr. 
Jones was distinguished for the severity, not to say brutality, with 
which he inflicted chastisement, (') and there was great joy when in 
the February following he expressed his intention of resigning his 
office. 

The announcement that a Master would be appointed to teach 
Writing and Arithmetic without foe, and no doubt the trouble the 
Visitors liad taken, began to bear fruit, and the number of Scholars, 
which in February, 1827, was only 21, suddenly rose to 97 after the 
Christmas Vacation follo^ving. The admissions were apparently made 
by the Headmaster in a reckless manner, for at this time he had come 
to the determination that lie would resign, and no doubt the change, 
from the old regulations to the new, was by no means a pleasant 
experience, and must have been very trying to a man of Mr. Jones's 
disposition and character. Of these 97, between 70 and 80 only 
afterwards attended the School, and several ot them were unable to 
read, and were in consequence unfit to be admitted, in accordance \vith 
the regulations which had been laid down. It was therefore resolved 
that in future no boys should be admitted "A\ithout application to the 
Visitors and their approbation." This decision was come to at the 
meeting held on th(^ 22nd of March, 1828. 

Mr. Jones did not give a long notice of his intention to leave, for 
it was announced at the Court that met on the 10th of March, and he 
retired from the house and School duties on the 2oth of the same 
month. In consequence of this, there was no time to make a fresh 
appointment. Under these circumstances the Governors suggested thjit 
the School should be closed, for a time, till a new Headmaster could be 
elected and sent to take u]) the work. On the recommendation, how- 
ever, of the Visitors, Mr. rowell, the Ijccturer, undertook the office for 
the ensuing quarter, at the appointed salary. No doubt the old man 
found himself very much at home when he once more took his seat in 
the place he had occupied for so many years. 

(1). Mr. Jones is saiii to have been very skilfiil in pulling the ears, which was a usual practice 
in the early part of this centur>'. In an endowed School, knouii to the writer, there was a 
tradition that a boy's ear had actually been pulled off. 
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A great deal was done at this meeting of the 22nd of March, 1828. 
Among other things a letter was read from Mr. Knapp, the Clerk, on 
the part of the Governors, requesting the Visitors to inform Mr. 
Prosser that, " unless he accompanies the boys to Church as required 
by the Statutes, they can no longer permit him to retain his situation." 
This was communicated to Mr. Prosser, and his reply was requested at 
his earliest convenience. 

It must be borne in mind that the stipend of the Usher was only 
£60 per annum, and out of this he was required to keep in repair a 
house two hundred years old, (') and the Headmaster received only 
<£120. It was no doubt owing to the very low stipends attached to 
these offices that, among other reasons, led the Visitors to recommend, 
as they did in one of their earliest meetings (16th of April, 1825), 
" that the Lecturer, Upper and Lower Masters should be allowed to 
take Curacies in the neighbourhood, provided the Scholars are attended 
regularly to Church by a proper person on the days prescribed b}' the 
Statute." The Visitors thought this indulgence "useful to the neigh- 
bourhood, beneficial to those reverend gentlemen, and in no way 
possible detrimental to the School." 

In spite of this opinion, however, the (lovernors were determined 
that the Statutes should be fully carried out, and therefore conveyed 
the above mentioned notification to Mr. Prosser. Before he was 
appointed Usher he already held the two benefices of Garway and 
Welsh Newton, and in 1827 he had also been appointed to the living 
of Dulas, Herefordshire. There was clearlv— and of course the Gov- 
emors were well aware of this -only one reply which Mr. Prossor was 
at all likely to make to this intimation, and that was, to send in 
his resignation, and this is what he actually did on the 12th of 
May (1828). 

Mr. Prosser seems to have been a kind-hearted man, well liked bv 
the boys, and in this respect differed from Mr. Jones. He was not a 
man of high scholarship, and was better fitted for a country clergyman 
than for a Schoolmaster. H(} lived to be a very old man (86 years of 
age) and held the Vicarage of Dulas till his death in 1883, but he 
resigned Garway and Welsh Newton in 1875. 

(1). I>uring his last two years the outlay had been not less than £50, and for this he was 
allowed £30 when he left. 
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During the interval of the vacancy of the Headmastership the 
ancient Statutes of the School, dated 1616, were revised, and on the 
14th of April, 1828, the llev. John Oakley Hill was elected to the 
office from the Midsummer following, on probation for six months, 
pursuant to the terms therein laid down, and at the same Court, his 
brother, Mr. Benjamin Hill, was appointed Writing Master, on proba- 
tion for three months from the same date. On the 14th of July, Mr. 
George Xesham, of Johnson Street, Somerstown, the only candidate, 
was elected Usher on the same terms, and thus the whole personnel of 
the officers of the School was changed at the same time. All these 
gentlemen were appointed subject to the new regulations. 

It was necessary that the resolution of the Visitors with reference 
to the admission of Scholars should be approved of by the Governors 
before it could be carried into effect, and no doubt this power was 
placed in their hands by the new Statutes. Q) Under the same 
authority, too, the Masters were forl)idden to add to their incomes, 
either by accepting curacies or taking ])oarders. 

All these three Masters entered upon their duties after the Mid- 
summer vacation (1828). It was apparently necessary to reorganise 
the School, and to exclude boys who were not able to read, and had 
been improperly admitted ])y the late Headmaster, Mr. Jones, in 
contravention of the Statutes, when he was on the point of sending in 
his resignation. This appears to be the only explanation of a minute 
in the Visitors' book dated the LSth of July of this year, stating that 
*' after the examination of the applicants for admission to the School, 
sixty-three were approved of and admitted, and were ordered to be 
entered in a book kept for the purpose." The number was limited to 
one hundred, and the admissions after the previous Christmas vacation, 
as already mentioned, were ninety-seven. 

On the 5th of September, the following nine boys were approved of 
and admitted: David Pritchard, William Hardwick, Henry Heath, 
William Mills, John Moore Woollett, Herbert Aubrey Woollett, James 
Lambert, John Davis, and Frederick Taylor. After this time the names 
of those admitted are regularly given in the minute book of the 
Visitors, so long as they retained the right of admission, and after 
that in the books kept by the Headmasters. 

(1). Sec appendix XIII., part I. note at the end. 
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At this meeting the first step was taken which threw open the 
School to those who were unwilling that their children should go to the 
Parish Church. Mr. Woollett was given permission for his sons to 
attend the Koman Catholic Chapel on the Lord's Day and on six other 
days in the year. As the old Statutes did not allow of this indulgence, 
the new rules must have given the Visitors power to make this 
concession. 

It was soon apparent that Mr. Nesham was not qualified for the 
office of Usher to which he had been appointed on probation. At a 
special meeting held on the 10th of October, he was summoned before 
the Visitors and '* called upon to read a few pages in Caesar by way of 
examining him as to his competency to instruct the boys in the Latin 
language." Well, no doubt this was a sufficiently trying position for 
the Schoolmaster, and he probably shook in his shoes. Anyhow, he 
collapsed and came to utter grief, but the Visitors perhaps had lunched 
well, and being consequently in an amiable and merciful mood, decided 
to give him another chance till their next quarterly meeting, " in the 
hope that he may then be better prepared to give the satisfaction they 
require." 

On the fifth of December following, the School was examined by the 
Visitors, and they came to the conclusion that Mr. Nesham was not fit 
for the situation of Usher, but of Mr. Hill they were able to say that 
he was "entitled to their unqualified approbation." In consequence of 
this the former was obliged to leave, and the latter was confirmed in 
his appointment by the Governors. 

At this meeting the Visitors also strongly recommended that the 
Midsummer and Christmas Vacations, which were now each a month, 
should be lengthened a week at both times, on consideration of the 
Master's laborious duties, and their voluntary surrender of the twenty- 
one days absence during School time, to which they were entitled by 
the statutes, so long as only one was away at a time. 

Mr. Benjamin Hill, the Writing Master, was duly elected Usher in 
the place of Mr. Nesham on the 12th of January (1829), and on the 
6th of March following, the Visitors examined him and gave it as their 
opinion, that he was competent to undertake the situation, and the 
Governors, acting on this recommendation, confirmed him in the 
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appointment. Mr. HiU, like his predecessor, had no University degree, 
and therefore the Visitors no doubt had good reason for acting as they 
did. Things are done differently in these days. 

At the meeting of the Visitors above referred to (6th of March), it 
was stated that the Monmouth people had it in contemplation to apply 
to Parliament for a bill to light the Town with gas, and they suggested 
the expediency of the Governors paying the expense of two public lamps 
in front of the Almshouses and the other Charity Buildings. Q) 

It was now necessary to appoint a Writing Master in the place of 
Mr. Benjamin Hill, and on the 11th of May a resident in the Town, a 
Mr. Thomas Baker, son of Mr. William Baker, was elected to begin hia 
duties after the Midsummer Vacation. In this the Governors seem to 
have acted with more haste than discretion. So far from consulting 
the Visitors, who were residents in the neighbourhood, and therefore 
were in the position to make full encjuiries, they acted contrary to their 
earnest recommendation, that the Masters of the School should be 
persons unconnected with the Town on account of the party spirit 
which at this time prevailed tliere. 

This seems to have been an unfortunate appointment on other 
grounds, for Mr. Baker's health failed soon after he began his work, 
and the School was practically without a Writing Master for some 
months. He did not live to sec the Christmas Vacation. The Mon- 
mouth j)eople seem, to have made up their (juarrels very quickly, which 
was a very good trait in their character, and on the 4th of September 
the Visitors were able to report that the party feeling had subsided^ 
and therefore they did not feel the same objection existed, as formerly, 
to tlie appointment of a Writing Master from the Town. 

This resolution opened the way for a local man, and the Governorst 
acted very differently, taught no doubt by experience, to what they did 
on the previous occasion. They asked the Visitors to enquire into the 
the character and qualifications of Mr. Hyam and Mr. Ruton, who in 
reply unanimously resolved to recommend Mr. John Hyam, and he was 
accordingly elected Writing Master by the Governors on the the 12th 
of October, 1829, on probation for three months, at the end of which 
time he was confirmed in his appointment. 

(1). Two lamps are still (1898) paid for out of the Charity fundH. 
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On the 21st of September (1829) E. Lewis, Esq., and the Rev. C. 
N. Mitchell resigned their places as Visitors, and three names were 
sent up to the Governors for them to select two in order to fill th& 
vacancies, viz. : the Kev. T. P. Symonds, of Pengethley, Herefordshire, 
Major Charles Marriott, of Sellars Brook, Herefordshire, and the Eev. 
Richard Davis, of Staunton, Gloucestershire, The two former of these 
were chosen by the Governors. Philip Bucarel, Esq., was appointed 
perpetual Chairman in the place of Mr. Lewis. This was not the first 
change in the personnel of the Visitors, for Mr. Thomas Swinnerton 
had left Wonastow in 1827, and was succeeded by Sir William 
Pilkington, Bart., who had come into residence there in his place. 

The School continued to do good work under the Headmaster, Mr. 
Hill, and the results of the examinations conducted by the Visitors at 
Midsummer and Christmas were quite satisfactory, and prizes were 
given on both these occasions. The payment, however, assigned to the 
men who did the work, was very inadequate. The Headmaster had 
but X120 per annum, with a house and garden, and out of this he had 
to pay .£20 for taxes. Under the new statutes he was restricted from 
increasing this humble pittance, either by taking a curacy, or having 
boarders in his house. No wonder then lie applied to the Visitors to 
use their good oflices with the Governors in order to induce them to- 
apply to the Court of Chancery to allow liiin better terms. The 
Visitors were unanimously of opinion that the Master's present re- 
muneration " was not sufficient for his truly valuable services,' and 
recommended a " considerable increase in his stipend." They also took 
occasion to record the high sense they entertained of Mr. Hill's con- 
sistent conduct during the two years he had held the Mastership. 

In accordance with a suggestion made by Mr. Hill, the Schoolroom 
was divided in 1831, so that one part was reserved for Classical Instruc- 
tion and the other for English and Arithmetic with the rudiments of 
Latin. 

In January, 1832, the Headmaster wrote to the Governors express- 
ing his desire from ill-health, to resign the Mastership of the School on 
the 25th of March, and recommended the Rev. George Monnington, B.A.,. 
of Worcester College, Oxford, as a Candidate for the office. Mr. Hill 
does not seem to have left till Michaelmas of the same year, for the 
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vacancy was advertised, and the election took place on the 10th of 
September, when a Mr. Charles Begree, late of Woolwich, was the 
successful man, but lie resigned on the 20th of the same month, when 
Mr. Monnington was unanimously appointed, on probation for six 
months, and entered upon his duties without delay. 

During this year the stipend of the Headmaster was increased with 
the consent of the Court of Chancery from X120 to ^170 per annum; 
the Usher from ^60 to .£80 ; the Lecturer from .£140 to X150 ; and 
the pay of the Almspeople from 6s. to 6s. 6d. a week. 

During the year 1832 no less than three changes took place in the 
names of the Visitors. Sir W. Pilkington, Bart., of Wonastow, re- 
signed on account of his leaving the neighbourhood, and the Rev. G. H. 
Talbot, Rector of Mitchell Troy, was recommended by the Visitors to 
take his place. The Rev. H. Douglas resigned for a similar reason, and 
the Rev. H. Barnes did not formally withdraw, but he had not attended 
a meeting for a year, and was no longer resident. Charles Bathurst, 
Esq., of Lydney Park, and the Rev. Richard Da vies. Vicar of Dixbon, 
succeeded these latter two. 

The Christmas Examination of 1832 was postponed till the March 
of the following year, because Mr. Monnington had so lately come and 
the Visitors wished to be in a position to form a just opinion of the 
Headmaster's capabilities. The Examination proved satisfactory, and 
the Visitors were unanimously of opinion that he was qualified for his 
office ; and, on their recommendation, the Governors confirmed his 
appointment, and under his rule the School continued to prosper. 

Mr. Walter Palmer retired from his place as Visitor in 1834. In 
September of that year Benjamin Hall, Esq., M.P. for Monmouth 
Boroughs (1831-37), was recommended as his successor, and approved 
of by the Governors. Mr. Hall was afterwards M.P. for Marylebone 
(1839-59), when he was raised to the peerage under the title of Lord 
Llanover. 

Mr. Benjamin Hill resigned the Ushership at the beginning of 1836, 
and his brother, Mr. Charles Percival Hill, was elected in his place on 
the usual probation of three months. He was required to teach map- 
ping and drawing in addition to other branches of English education. 
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On the 31 st of March, 1836, the Lecturer, the Rev. John Powell (*) 
died at the age of 76 after a long service of 56 years, and was buried in 
Dixton Churchyard. He was a man of high character and attainments, 
one of the ablest and most successful of all the Headmasters. As 
Lecturer, very little is heard of him, except that he regularly visited 
the School at the appointed times and made his reports. Poor fellow ! 
He had many family sorrows, and died penniless, although he, for some 
years, had a very full house of boarders and held the Vicarage of 
Llansoy, while he was Headmaster and afterwards when Lecturer. 
Mr. Monnington showed himself to be a kind-hearted man under the 
circumstances, for he offered to undertake the duties of the Lectureship 
during three or four years for the benefit of the widow, who was left 
unprovided for. The Governors, however, did not think it well to 
accept this proposal, and in this they no doubt acted wisely. It would 
have created a precedent which might have proved very inconvenient 
in after time. 

In his younger days Mr. Powell had come out as a poet, and a 
collection of twelve odes and elegies dedicated to the Haberdashers* 
Company and printed by subscription is still extant.(*) Its chief 
value consists in the fact that it contains a list of most of the 
principal residents in Monmouth in 1783, the year in which it was 
published. 

The vacancy was filled up on the 11th of July, 1836, and the 
election was by ballot. There were nine Candidates, two of them being 
from Monmouth, the Rev. Henry Biss and the Rev. Thomas Price. The 
Rev. James Crowther, M.A., who had been an unsuccessful Candidate 
thirteen years before, when Mr. Powell was appointed, came out first, 
and Mr. Henry Biss was second. 

The School prospered under both Mr. Hill and Mr. Monnington, 
more so under the latter than the former. The number of boys is not 
given, except on a few occasions, before the appointment of the Visitors, 
and then not at regular intervals of time. The same observation 
applies after the change in the management of the Charity. When Mr. 
Jones resigned and a Writing Master was appointed, down to 1837 the 

(1). Mr. Powell was the son of a former Vicar of Llangattock-vibonavel, and had good family 

connections in the Town and neighbourhood. 
(2). See note IV. at the end of the chapter. 
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attendance of Scholars ranged from 60 to 90, as may be gathered 
from various circumstances. Q) This was a large number for three 
Masters to take charge of, but the work seems to have been well 
•done. 



NOTE 1. (a). 

lUh May, 1823. 

List of Boys in the School at the time Mr. Powell was appointed Lecturer, 

in number 31. 



I. 
II. 



III. 



IV. 



V. 



VI. 



VII. 



1 
i 

1 

J 



James Hall 

1. James Morgan 

2. John Grover 

3. Thomas Jewin 

1. Henry Parry 

2. William Parry 

3. William Hawkins 

Under Mr. Powell. 

Montague Grover 
Henry Tliomson 
Percival Tibhs 
George Powell 
Henry Powell 
William Monkhouse 
William Sandars 
Charles Homfray 

Alfred Homfray 
William Dyke 
Richard White 
John Crotch 
Thomas Jones 
Charles Parry 

7. Thomas Philpotts 

8. John Philpotts 

1. John Monkhouse 

2. John Powell 

3. William Swift 

4. Samuel Hallen 

5. William Evans 

6. William Burton 

7. John Ford 

Under Mr. Jones. 



Homer, Virgil, Terence. 



Homer, Virgil, Sallust. 



r Caesar's Commentaries and Virgil. 



1. 
2^ 

3. 

1. 
*> 

3. 
4. 
5. 

1. 

9 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 



r Delectus and Cornelius Nepos. 



(2) -' 



Delectus and Latin Grammar. 



- Latin Grammar. 



/ 



Reading and Writing only. 



^1). See note II. at the end of the chapter. 

(2). Mr. Homfray was afterwards Examiner of the School from 1852 to 1861. See appendix I. 
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(6) List of Boys in the School in 1825. 
I. William Parry Horace, Sallust, Greek Testament. 

II. 1. Charles Homfray \ Virgil, Caesar's Commentaries 

2. William Monkhouse J Greek Testament. 

III. 1. Alfred Homfray ^ 

2. William Adams - Ovid's Epistles, Cornelius Nepos. 

Boarder ^ 
Under Mr. Jones. 

IV. Thomas Dubberly ) Cornelius Nepos, Delectus. 

The only one free. J 

V. 1. John Swift 

2. William Homfray 

3. John Williams 

4. John Ford 

5. Charles Parry 

6. Robert Price 

7. John Monkhouse 

8. Ebenezer Rogers 

9. James Powell 

Under Mr. Prosser. 
VI. 1. James Webb \ 

2. Frederick Rees it ^ n* t i • i? ^' ^ ^ 

r Under Mr. Jenkins, English only. 

3. diaries Dowding ' » e j 

4. Edward Williams 



Latin Grammar. 



) 



A very complete list of the books in the School Library in 1825 is pre- 
served in a manuscrii)t book now kept in the safe in the School Chapel. The 
number then was 526, many of them being of ancient date and rare. Several 
volumes of the Classics were added in 1876 by the executors of the late Rev. 
E. F. Amey, who was for many years a Visitor of the School. 

NOTE II. 

On July 18th, 1828, the number of Boys admitted to the School was 63 

Number admitted during the rest of the year 1828 „ 16 

Number of Boys admitted into the School in 1829 „ 13 

1830 „ 9 

1831 *>6 
This was under Mr. Hill. 

Number of Boys admitted into the School in 1832 „ 20 

1833(1) 43 

1834 „ 26 

1835 „ 24 
„ „ „ 1836 „ 3S 

This was under Mr. Monnington. 

(1). In May of this year there were 25 boys in the upper School and 65 in the lower. In the 
latter an English Eklucation was given and the first rudiments of Latin only taught. 
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NOTE 


III. 






The AlnriRpeople in 1825 were as follows :— 




No. of 






No. 


of 




tiouse. Name. 




Age. 


house. Name. 


Age. 


1 George Morris 




64 


11 


Sarah Pugh 


74 


2 John Prosser 




71 


12 


Sarah Fryer 


81 


3 Michael Stead 




78 


13 


Ann Thomas 


65 


4 John Anthony 




80 


14 


Martha Jarrett 


80 


5 William Morgan 




70 


15 


Mary Horseman 


74 


6 James Bevan 




80 


16 


E. Rugg 


80 


7 Thomas VVatkin 




74 


17 


Esther Jones 


76 


8 William Mason 




83 


18 


Betty Do wding 


80 


9 John Bevan 




48 


19 


Mary Daniel 


73 


10 John EUaway 




60 
NOTE 


20 
IV. 


Betty Morris 


78 



The following is a specimen of Mr. John Powell's poetical composition, 
which is here given to gratify the curiosity of critical readers. It is entitled 
"An Ode on Friendship." 

** Diffugiunt, cadis 
Cum foBce siccatis, amici 
Ferre jugum pariter dolosi." 

Horace. 

How blithe, how jocund, and how gay, 
Yon gaudy Butterflies appear! 
With sportive dance and am'rous play 
They hail the lovely vernal year. 

To show their variegated charms, 
While fleeting o'er the Zephyrs bland, 
See how they simulate alarms, 
And pleaa'd their gilded wings expand ! 

Cheer'd by the Sun's enlivening pow'r, 
O'er ev'ry beauteous scene they rove. 
Inhale the fragrance of each flow'r, 
And glide along the Myrtle Grove. 

But hark! the horrid thunder rends 
The trembling, agitated skies ; 
A bleak, terrific storm descends, 
And quick the livid lightning flies. 
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Where's now the vain exulting boast 
On which their panting bosoms fed ? 
Where's now the spotted insect host ? 
Where's each bedizen'd Fribble fled ? 

Though florid Spring's alluring sweet 
Had long sustain'd their flutt'ring pride, 
They now within some dark retreat, 
Appall'd with terror, trembling hide. 

'Tis thus with friends.— While Pate bestows 
In rich profusion transient smiles. 
Borne by the gale that smoothly blows 
What crowds exert their fawning wiles ! 

But change the gay, enchanting scene 
To frowning Fortune's turbid noise ; 
Not one soft flatterer's to be seen, 
Nor heard one kind consoling voice. 

NOTE v., ON "BUMPING." 
Most of the old Grammar Schools had what may be called a "Rite of 
Initiation," or a new boy had to undergo some kind of ceremony before he 
was considered a member of the community to which he had been introduced 
by the authorities. It may be safely asserted that the greater number of 
these rites were more or less objectionable from some point of view. In the 
Monmouth School the novice was seized by four boys, one for each limb. In 
times gone by some trees stood in a row, near where the corridor that leads 
from the Schoolroom on to the playground and the laboratory now are. 
Against a particular one of these trees, said to be rougher than the others, the 
victim was propelled with a swinging motion three times, after the manner 
of a miniature battering ram. 

In 1875 the trees were cut down, and great eagerness was shown in 
securing some of the chips as memorials of this particular one. After then 
a lamp post in front of the School was used for the purpose, but the charm 
was gone, and happily the custom called " bumping " gradually came to an 
end. 





^T the beginning u! the reign of Queen Tictoria, twelve ; 

after the first appointment of Visitors, only three out of the 

,vW..: Messrs. Duearel, Maehen, and ilorgan. 

six others who had been elected during this interval, taken in the 

' of their appointment, were the Rev. T. P. Symonds, Major 

[arriott, the Rev. G, H. Talbot, Charles BathuTHt, Esq., the Rev. 

EBicbard Davies, and Benjamin Hall, Esq., M.P. They continued to do 

Etfaeir duty conscientiously and with great care. The Clerical members 

ixamiuod the School twice a year, at Midsummer and Christmas, and 

e given on those occasions. They met regularly each quarter, 

March, June, September, and December, besides having, on an 

'Average, an additional special meeting once a year. They appear to 

iave treated the Masters with courtesy and consideration, (') but they 

interfered more with the internal arrangements and discipline of the 

School than is usual in these days. At the same time it must be borne in 

mind, that it took some years for people to acQommudate themselves to 

the new order of things. In the absence of any resident authority the 

Lecturer and Schoolmasters had their own way, and did not consider, as 

^iDuch as the}' ought to have done, the people for whose benefit the 

iharity was founded; indeed, Mr. Nathaniel Morgan, one of the 

f 'Visitors, in his letter to Mr. Hawes already referred to, speaks of the 

" highly oppressed and insulted people of Monmouth." 

. 0)- Thin wms not slwuys Hie OMe. The Writer knowB an endoweii School In ona of tha Midland 



10 were appointed eiaminera ivnulct lake one of Che M 
the purpose ol etomlnatlon They would alt keep thfi 
aiiipfe of t[i)od maiirierit lo the hoys '. The Head and Si 
oen of their UnlveraltieH, nnd in Holy Ordeni, the fi 
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It is not then t« he wondered at that a feeling arose that the 
Officers of the Charity had unfairly used their power, and that it was 
now the turn of the inhabitants of the Town. To do them justice, they 
seized the opportunity with considerable promptitude, and seem to have 
taken as much pleasure in baiting the Schoolmasters and the Lecturer 
too, when the chance arose, as their ancestors had in doing a similar 
thing to the less noble animals in Agincourt Square. What with the 
boys and their parents, the Schoolmasters certainly must at times- 
have cume to the conclusion that their lines bad not fallen in i 
pleasant place, now that they could be bo readily got at through thi 
Visitors. One man brought no less than thirteen separate charges 
against the Masters, most of them turning oat on investigation either 
to he frivolous or eases in which tlie Masters were free from blami 
Of another complainant, who could write M.D. after his name, the- 
Visitorscame to the conclusion that the charges were "very frivolou* 
and many of them not substantiated." Again, of another, "that hio- 
allegation was frivolous, and that his cojiduct to the Master was 
exceedingly insolent and improper." Mr. Thackwell seems to have 
constituted himself quite a censor moram, for the Lecturer, Head- 
master, and Usher shared his delicate attentions in their turn with an 
apparent impartiality which left nothing further to be desired. 

Under these trying circumstances the Visitors seem to have behaved 
with dignity and fairness, and, in cases where the Masters were in the 
wrong, they stated their views in moderate aiid courteous terms, 
which ia more than can lie s^id of all bodies of men in a similar 
position. 

"When Mr. PoweU was appointed Lecturer, in 182a, the Vicar refused 
permission for the lecture to be given in the Parish Church, as had beea 
formerly done, and service was held in the Schoolroom on the Snnday 
afternoon, at which there were usually about 100 present. Apparentlj- 
this prohibition seems to have been withdrawn when Mr. Barnes- 
became non-resident, tor it is stated at this time that the Clerk claimed 
a salary of £5, and the Sexton £2 a year for their services. The 
Governors ordered the Lecturer to submit this charge to the Vestry. 

In November, 1837, the Itev. J. L. Dighton, Vicar of Dixton, was- 
elected a Visitor in the place of the Rev. G. H. Talbot, resigned. 
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In the same year application was made to the Court of Chancery 
for permission to " appoint a fit and proper female as Nurse " to the 
Almspeople. In the following March (1838) the Lecturer paid a visit 
to London, and had an interview with the Governors, when he 
suggested the appointment of Mr. Henry H. Thompson, an Apothecary 
for the Almspeople, to give them medical advice and medicine at a 
salary not exceeding <£10 a year. After consultation with the Visitors 
this proposal was adopted on their recommendation, and a Nurse was 
also appointed. (^) 

The Rev. George Monnington was given permission at this time to 
hold the living of Rockfield, stated to be worth ^40 a year, on his 
engaging to give it up, if required by the Governors, in case it 
interfered with his duties. 

On the 7th of March (1838) Mr. Benjamin Hall resigned his place 
as Visitor. He had been appointed in 1834, and had been able 
to attend only one meeting during the whole period. The Rev. 
Thomas Williams, (^) of Llanvaply, was recommended for election to 
the Governors. 

Although the School had nearly its full number of a hundred boys 
during this year, the standard of scholarship seems to have been low, 
for only the first class learned Greek, and, at the Christmas examina- 
tion, no prize was adjudged. The number of classes into which the 
School was divided varied from three to four in the Classical, and the 
«ame in the English division. 

On the 19th of June, 1839, the Rev. T. P. Symonds resigned his 
place as a Visitor, and it was unanimously agreed that the Rev. George 
Roberts, Vicar of Monmouth, should be recommended to succeed him. 
The inhabitants of the Town were dissatisfied that more of the 
Visitors were not resident in the Borough, and sent a memorial on the 
subject to the Governors, who asked for some additional names in 
order to give them a choice. This was taken into consideration at a 
meeting of the Visitors held on the 4th of September, 1839, when the 
Rev. William Crawley, (^) Vicar of Bryngwyn, and George Cave, Esq., 



(1). See note III. at the end of the chapter. 

(2). Afterwards Dean of Llandaff. He was a Graduate of Oriel College, Oxford, and Ist CI. in 

Lit., Hum. a822;. 
(3X Afterwards Archdeacon of Monmouth. 
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of Hilston, were nominated, and they (the Visitors) at the same time 
expressed their opinion that it was objectionable that persons residing 
in the Town should be Visitors, and that they feared the appointment 
of Mr. Roberts, who was a desirable person in all respects, might 
operate as an inconvenient precedent. For some reasons not givBD,, 
three other gentlemen sent in their resignations as Visitors on this 
same day, viz. : the Rev, R. Davies, Major Marriott, and P. Ducarel, Esq. 
They forebore to name any successors to these until the Governors 
should decide on the expediency of appointing as Visitors, gentlemen 
residing in the Town. 

The memorial of the inhabitants, and the view expressed by the 
Visitors, were taken into consideration by the Governors at a Court 
held on the 11th of November, when the three gentlemen named by the 
Visitors were elected, leaving one place, that of Mr. Ducarel's, still 
vacant. 

No doubt the Visitors thought, not without reason, that, if their 
number was made up of residents in the country round about, they 
would be able to act more independently and fairly in the many dis- 
putes which at that time arose in connection with the School and 
Almshouses. 

The year 1839 was one of great political trouble in Monmouthshire, 
especially at Newport. Chartist riots took place there, and the leaders 
were brought to the County Town to be tried on a charge of treason. 
It was feared that the rioters would march upon the little Borough, and 
in consequence of this a Company of soldiers was sent for its protection, 
and the Tower and Gate on Mon now Bridge were fortified. Application 
was made by the Mayor to the Governors for permission to us** the 
Schoolroom in order to provide accommodation for the troops. They, 
in reply, said that they did not consider it their duty as Trustees 
to comply with the request, unless circumstances actually required it. 

The result will be better told by the two following letters. The 
first, dated the 20th of Dec, 1839, is from the Mayor of Monmouth, 
and is addressed to Hambly Knapp, Esq. : — 

Sir, 

From a Communication of yours we have inferred you would not 
oppose our quartering a Company of soldiers in the Schoolroom, if circum- 
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stances actually required it. Such an emergency has arisen and we have 
reluctantly been compelled to-day to fix upon the Schoolroom as a temporary 
accommodation in consequence of our inability to find anything else in the 
Town that would answer the purpose. You may rest assured there will not 
be the slightest damage done to the premises, and the Town will feel thankful 
for the accommodation. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

THOMAS DYKE, Mayor. 
To this the following reply was made : — 

Haberdashers' Hall, 23 Dec, 1839. 
Sir, 

1 have the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated 
20th, but which has come only by this post, stating that circumstances 
absolutely require the use of the Schoolroom of Mr. Jones as a temporary 
accommodation for a Company of Soldiers during the Trials under the 
Special Commission and assuring me that not the slightest damage shall be 
done to the Premises. I received a similar communication on Saturday from 
the Headmaster and answered it the same day, stating that the emergency 
relieves me from the responsibility of giving up the premises with the charge 
of which I am entrusted by the Court of Chancery to which I am answerable 
for any damage in consequence, which must of course, if any accrue, be fully 
made good and that the Company will sanction with pleasure the use of the 
school under the circumstances as indispensably necessary for the protec- 
tion of the place. 

I remain. Sir, 

Respectfully yours, 

HA.MBLY KNAPP, 

Clerk to the Governors. 

Here is a curious piece of information contained in a minute dated 

the 18th of Dec, 1839 : 

"That it is the opinion of the Visitors that a fire is necessary in the 
Schoolroom, and recommend that the expense of coal be allowed." 

The Visitors deserve to be commended for this remarkable discovery. 
They were examining the School on this day, and no doubt a personal 
experience quickened their perception on this occasion. It is not at all 
likely that the Masters and Boys had done without fire during the 
winter months till this minute appears. Most probably they had found 
coal at their own expense, and no fires were lighted on this particular 
day in order to stir up the Visitors to make an application to the Gov- 
ernors for an allowance to provide warmth in the future. It is 
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satisfactory to find that the Governors were not hard-hearted, for the 
Headmaster was able to announce on the 4th of March of the following 
year, which was rather late in the season, that they (the Governors) 
*' approved of a fire in the Schoolroom," and so the expense of coal was 
allowed. 

At this same meeting of the Visitors information was received that 
Mr. Edwin Dyer Green had been elected by the Governors on the 10th 
of February, Usher or Second Master, to commence his duties on Lady 
Day. Mr. C. P. Hill, in consequence of ill heath, had sent in his 
resignation in the previous November, but lie continued to do the 
duties of the office until his successor arrived. 

At this time the Governors fixed the School hours from the 25th of 
March to 29th September to be from half-past seven till nine, and from 
10 to 12 in the morning, and from two till live in the afternoon. From 
the 29th of September to the 25th of Marcli the School hours were to 
be from nine to 12, and from two till half-past four. This arrangement 
continued till 1868, when, under the Scheme that came into operation 
at that time, the regulation of the School hours was left to the Head- 
master Q) with the result that changes were more often made than was 
previously the case. 

From the foundation of the Charity till this year an entrance fee 
had been paid with each boy in accordance with the ancient Statutes. 
The Governors ordered that henceforward all contributions in money 
from the children admitted to the School or from their parents be 
discontinued. 

At a meeting of the Court held on the 13th of July, 1840, Osmund 
Wyatt, Esq., was appointed a Visitor in place of Major Marriott, 
resigned. 

During the Spring of 1841 there was a serious outbreak of small- 
pox, and it was necessary to break up the School in May. A report 
was sent into the Governors signed by James Holbrooke, M.D., and 
Henry H. Thomp«^on, Surgeon, from which it appeared that from 12 to 
15 boys were labouring under the disease, and that one had died out of 
the 95 then in the School. It was ordered, in consequence of this state 

(1). See appendix XVII., sec. 42. 
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of things, that in future no boy should be admitted into the School 
unless he produced a certificate to the satisfaction of the Visitors that 
he had been vaccinated or had the small-pox. 

The ancient buildings of the Charity were now fast going to decay, 
and it was necessary that they should be rebuilt, and for this purpose 
a fund had been in progress of accumulation for many years. The 
Lecturer's and Headmaster's houses had been renewed towards the end 
of the last century, but the residence of the Second Master and the 
Almshouses were the same that were erected when the Charity was 
founded. The latter came up to the standard of excellence, and no 
doubt merited the high commendation they received when they were 
built in 1615, according to the ideas of that age, but they did not 
satisfy the requirements of the middle of the nineteenth century. The 
floors were of brick and the windows had no casements, and the 
chimneys smoked so badly that the walls could not be kept clean ; in 
short, they were \\o\, particularly desirable places of residence accord- 
ing to modern ideas. 

In 1841 the Second Master's house, and the wall along the side of 
Weirhead Street, which shut it in, were removed, and the Almshouses 
for men were built on the site. The Almshouses for women were on 
the old site, and a new house for the Second Master was built on the 
right side of the gate leading to the School premises, having a front 
entrance from the street, and also a door opening into the play 
ground, Q) in order to give the Master ready access to the School. 
The remaining space in the front was the Second Master's garden up to 
the Women's Almshouses. All these buildings were erected during 
the years 1841-2, and the whole of this ground is now occupied by the 
ver}^ handsome classrooms completed by the beginning of 1897. Mr. 
Green was the last occupier of the old house appropriated to the use of 
the Usher. 

The Lecturer (Mr. Crowther) arranged for the observance of certain 
ceremonies on laying the foundation stone of the new Almshouses, and 
the placing of inscriptions thereon, without having the courtesy to 
consult the Governors on the subject. He, however, took the trouble 
to enlighten them by sending a newspaper. This not unnaturally set 

(1). This is now (1898) the passage from the street to the School premises. 
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their backs up, and they directed the Clerk to enquire of Mr. Crowther 
by what authority this ceremony took place, and to state, that the 
Governors did not approve of the inscriptions, and the Clerk was 
therefore ordered to ask the Surveyor the expense of removing them. 
The inscription eventually approved of is on a stone fixed in the end 
wall of Almshouse No. 1 0, and faces Weirhead Street. It runs thus : 
" These Aims-Houses were founded a.d. 1615 by Mr. William Jones, 
Citizen and Haberdasher, London. Rebuilt by the Governors, the 
Worshipful Company of Haberdashers, London, 1842. Thomas Howell, 
Esq., Master, J. B. Bunning,(') Archt., David Roberts, Builder.^ 
The expense incurred by the rebuilding of the Master's house and 
Almshouses amounted to about <£6,400. 

The years 1841 and 1842 left, no doubt, some pleasant memories 
behind them t/O those who were connected with the Charitv of William 
Jones, for not only did the Usher and Almspeople get better houses 
wherein to live, but, what was still more satisfactory, they, as well as 
the Lecturer and Headmaster, got larger incomes wherewith to support 
them in their more dignified u bodes. The Lecturer's income was 
advanced from <£150 to £l7o, the Headmaster's from X170 to X230, 
the Usher's from .£80 t-o <£130 a year, and the weekly pay of the 
Almspeople, which in 1832 had been increased to 6s. 6d., was now 
advanced to 8s. a week. Previously to this, it was usual for the aged 
folks to add to their somewhat scanty allowance by following, to some 
extent, their trades, and one old lady. Miss Daniel, kept a small School. 

The latter of tliese two years, however, was not one of unmitigated 
pleasure to the Usher, Mr. Green. Wliether or not his improved cir- 
cumstances were too much for him to enjoy, with what the Classics of 
old called " an equal mind,'' does not appear, but, certain it is, that 
Mr. Thackwell's watchful e5*e took note of his shortcomings, and the 
Visitors had to investigate a charge made against him, at a meeting 
held on the 22nd of June in that year (1842). Mr. Thackwell com- 
plained of Mr. Green's " repeated absence from the School in hours of 
business, and with a want of submission to the directions of the Head- 
master." It is stated that the "Visitors, having enquired into the 
charge, and examined the Headmaster and Writing Mastei, find that 
the attendance of Mr. Green has been latterly very defective and 

(1). Mr. James Bunstone Bunnin^ was Architect to the City of London. 
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irregular, and that he has not paid sufficient, attention to the directions 
of the Headmaster/' It is not very easy to see why Mr. Thackwell 
should have taken the matter up rather than the Headmaster himself, 
whose plain duty it was, as the one who was principally responsible for 
the proper performance of the work of the School. The Visitors re- 
ported the circumstances to the Governors, and, in consequence, at a 
Court held on the 11th of July, 1842, Mr. Green was called upon ta 
resign. A few months later, his friends at Monmouth addressed a 
memorial to the Governors, praying, that he might be granted a further 
probation, in support of a request from himself to the same effect, but 
the Governors were, in spite of this, of opinion that their former 
decision should be enforced. Mr. Green's resignation was accordingly 
sent in, and, on the 14th of November, Mr. Richard Thompson was 
elected, out of five Candidates, to fill the place. 

Mr. Crowther does not seem to have got on well with the Head- 
master; be evidently took the Usher's side in the dispute, and com- 
plained of Mr. Monnington's neglect of duty. The Visitors, however,, 
came to the conclusion that the charge was quite unfounded and 
unsupported by any satisfactory evidence, the evidence having been 
principally obtained from the late Under Master, Mr. Green. The 
Governors took the same view, and expressed their unabated confidence 
in the zeal and ability of Mr. Monnington. 

At a meeting held on the 20th of December, 1842, the Rev. Henry 
Jones, D.D., of Goodrich Court, was recommended to the Governors as 
a Visitor in the place of Mr. Osmond Wyatt, who had resigned. 

The first Exhibition at one of the Universities was granted by the 
Governors at a Court held on the 13th of March, 1843, on the recom- 
mendation of the Visitors, to Henry Edward Fowler Garnsey, who was 
about going to Oxford. He was a son of the Rev. T. R. Garnsey ,Vicar 
of Christchurch, in the Forest of Dean, and had been admitted into the 
School on the 17th of June, 1840. (^) At that time the Visitors 
admitted other than Monmouth Boys, when the Candidates from the 
Borough were not sufficient to fill up the vacancies. It was not much 
to the credit of the Town that there \^ as no eligible candidate for the 

(1). See note after the first part of appendix XIII. 
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Exhibition among its residents, and consequently that, on the first 
occasion, the advantage should fall to an outsider. Mr. Garnsey was 
afterwards placed in the Fourth Class when he took his degree, and 
became a Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford. 

The attack made on Mr. Monnington by the Lecturer was probably 
looked upon by all true lovers as a specially hard and cruel measure, 
for the Headmaster had won a lady fair and was no doubt in that bliss- 
ful state of ecstacy, or anxiety, which usually precedes that important 
step in life commonly called matrimony. One of the Worshipful 
Masters (^) of the Company had brought his fair daughter down to enjoy 
the beauties of the Wye, and she was so charmed with all she saw 
that she listened to a suggestion, no doubt made with all the skill of 
one whose taste was cultivated by a study of some of the best models 
ot antiquity, that she should return at an early day. There was great 
rejoicing at Easter, 1843, for the Boys were granted a fortnight's 
holiday, instead of a week, to celebrate the event, and it may be safely 
assumed that, so far as they were concerned, they certainly would not 
have voted marriage to be a failure. 

Mr. Crowther himself next came under the notice of the inde- 
fatigable Mr. Thackwell, wJio complained, both to the Visitors and 
Governors, of neglect of duty on the part of the Lecturer. Nothing is 
stated about the result, but the Visitors suggested that it would be 
better if tlie duties of the office were more accurately defined. They 
also, at the same time, again urged the expediency of building a Chapel 
when the funds would admit of it, and so making the Establishment 
complete. 

Probably Mr. ThackwelPs attack stirred Mr. Crowther up to claim 
the right to be present at all the meetings of the Visitors, on the ground 
that he had been appointed a resident Visitor (^) of the School by the 
Court of Chancery. He was very persistent in this matter, and the 
Chairman found it necessary to order him out of the room, or as it is 
euphemistically put, he was *' recjuested to withdraw. After consulta- 
tion with the Governors, Mr. Crowther's claim was disallowed, and 

(1). The Master elected in 1843. See appendix IX. 

(2). It was 3Ir. Crowther's duty as Lecturer to visit the School an<I report twice a year. 
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nothing further is heard of it. On the 10th of June, 1844, the IteT. 
George Monnington was elected to the Rectory of B itte swell, (') near 
Lutterworth, in the gift of the Haherdaahers' Company ; and in oonse- 
quence of this the Head mastership of the Schotd. became vacant. He 
had been for twelve years a successful and popular Headmaster, and 
his pupils, many of whom still surTive, always speak of him in a kindly 
and respectful tone. 





Lecturers; James Crowther, 1836 — 40; Charlos Augustufl Halaon, 
W— oH. HeadmoBter : Jolin Dundas Wftthereton, 1844—59. 



J^\ N the 9th of September, 1844, the Jlev. John Dutidas Wathereton, 
^^^, B.A., of 8. John's College, Cambridge, was elected Headmaster, 
He had takea a good degree in Mathematica.! Honours, (that of a, high 
■Senior Optime), in the previous year, and was a raaii of good attain- 
mentB. At the time of hia election he was Curate of Trinity Church, 
:S. Mary-le-bone, was tweuty-five years of age, and a son of Mr. John 
Watherston, a member of the Court of Assistaots of the HaberdasherB' 
■Company, 

Mr. Watherston set about his duties with great diligeuoe, and the 
Visitors wore able to report at the Midsummer Examination (1845), 
that they observed with great pleasure the general progress and im- 
provement of the School, They came to the conclusion that he was 
both in character and abilities qualified for the office of Headmaster. 

A second exhibition was established by the Governors, which was 
given in 1845 to Harry Haine Olver, the bead boy, and he went to 
■Corpus Christi College, Cambi'idgo. He took his degree in Mathe- 
matical Honours (Senior Optime) in 1849, was ordained in the following 
year, and held several appointments in succeasiou. Strictly speaking 
he was not a. Monmouth Boy, for lie was the son of a Wesleyaa 
Minister who was stationed for the usual period in the Town. 

The School continued to flourish for some years, and the applicationa \ 
for admission usually exceeded the vacancies ; indeed on one occasion 
there were twenty applications and only three vacancies. There were 
no fees of any kind, and everything, including stationery, was provided { 
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free of cost. The amount allowed for this purpose was ,£30 a year, 
but, as that was not sufficient, the Visitors recommended that it should 
be increased by ,£10. This latter sura the Governors had proposed to 
allow them for refreshments when they came to Monmouth to attend 
the meetings. The Visitors, however, declined respectfully but decidedly 
this kind offer, and asked that it should be applied in the way just 
mentioned. (^) 

Considering the number of Scholars, the teaching staff was quite 
insufficient. There were only two Masters who gave all their time to 
the work of instructing a hundred boys, and the lower or English 
Classes accordingly suffered. It was suggested that an arrangement 
should be made with the Writing Master that he should attend during 
the whole of the School hours, instead of only a part as he had hitherto 
done. 

In 1847 a revised set of Statutes C^) was issued under the sanction 
of the Court of Chancery. 

The painting of the Founder, which had been placed in the School- 
room in 1657, was very much decayed, and had been sent to London 
some years before this in order that it might be cleaned and put in 
order. The Governors applied to the Court of Chancery to be allowed 
to spend 40 guineas to provide a new copy, in lieu of the old one, but 
for some reason or other the request was not granted. 

In June, 1847, the Rev. George Roberts resigned the Vicarage of 
Monmouth, and left the neighbourhood. S. R. Bosanquet, Esq., of 
Dingestow Court, was recommended as a Visitor in his place. 

In March, 1849, Dr. Jones resigned his place as a Visitor, and the 
Rev. Richard Davies, who had formerly held the office, was recom- 
mended to the Governors to succeed him. 

On the 7th of September in the same year, the Lecturer, the Rev. 
James Crowther, died at the age of 65, after having held this office for 
nearly thirteen years. He also held the Vicarage of Kingsbury 
Episcopi, (^) in the County of Somerset, and was a son of P. W. 
Crowther, Esq., Comptroller of the City of London. It is a curious fact 



(1). The Visitors at a subsequent period gave way so far as to accept slight refreshment in the 

shape of wine and biscuits, occasionally sandwiches, at the expense of the Charity. 
(2). See appendix XV. 
lis uvinir i 



8). This living is now in the gift of the Bishop of Bath and Wells. It is worth about £300 a 
year, and a house. Population, 1,700. 
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that be was buried at Welsh Newton, where there is a handsome altar 
shaped tomb to his memory. He was a man of a good presence, and 
was on the whole attentive to his duties, but for some six years he had 
been in ill health, and the Kev. Edward Johnson Gosling had assisted 
him in his work. He was fond of power, and inclined to domineer, but 
there is something pathetic in the fact, that, although he had a wife 
and family who survived him, still his remains rest all alone among 
strangers, far away from kith and kin. Mr. Gosling was commissioned 
by the Governors to attend to the duties of the Lectureship till an 
appointment was made. 

The vacancy was advertised in the newspapers, and there were in 
consequence many Candidates, botli Mr. Watherston and Mr. Gosling 
being in the number. The choice of the Court, however, fell on the 
Kev. Charles Augustus Halson,(') M.A., of Pembroke College, Cam- 
bridge, at a meeting held on the 12th of November, 1849. 

During this year (1849) the cholera broke out in the Town, and 
the School was closed, previously to the Midsummer examination, by 
order of the Corporation. 

At a meeting of the Visitors held on the 24th of September, 1850, 
a very desirable change was suggested with reference to the School^ 
viz. : that a paid Examiner, a Graduate of Oxford or Cambridge, should 
be appointed. The Governors agreed to this proposal, and left the 
nomination of a suitable person to the Visitors, with the intimation^ 
that one unconnected with the neighbourhood would be preferable, and 
that the examination should be half-yearly. 

In accordance with this arrangement, the Rev. E. H, Bradby, of Balliol 
College, Oxford, (*) examined the School at Midsummer, 1851, and 
" made a favourable report of the boys generally." Prizes were given 
to the head boys in five classes, who were learning Latin and Greeks 
and to two who were only doing English. A prize was also given for 
each of the three subjects, drawing, writing, and arithmetic. 

The School at this time was not full, and, according to the revised 
Statutes of 1847, none but boys, whose Parents or Guardians had been 
resident in the Town or County of Monmouth for two consecutive 



(1). Mr. Halson was a son of a member of the Court of Assistants of the Haberdashen' 

Company. 
(2). Afterwards Headmaster of Haileybury College, Hon. Canon of S. Alban's. 
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years next prior to election, were eligible. (') The Visitors, therefore, 
asked the Governors, in default of a sufficient number of Candidates 
from this source, that the privelege of admission should be extended to 
the inhabitants of the two adjoining Counties of Gloucester and Here- 
ford. They urged as a reason for tliis, that, owing to the diminished 
population of the Town, and some parts of the rural neighbourhood, 
there was no immediate prospect of the number being again supplied 
by the Borough and County of Monmouth. It is also stated in a sub- 
sequent minute bearing on the same subject, when reference was made 
to the practice in vogue before the Statutes of 1847 came into force, 
"' that boys drawn from the country have usually been among those who 
have most profited by the School themselves, and have by their 
diligence and good conduct elevated the tone and character of the 
others." AU this was not particularly complimentary to the Monmouth 
boys. 

After Mr. Brad by 's leturn to Oxford he made a long and carefully 
drawn written report to the Visitors, dated the 24th of June, which 
qualified the verbal statement previously deemed generally favourable. 
He considered the standard of education not high for a School which 
gave Exhibitions to the Universities, and set it down as chiefly owing 
to the class of boys who were receiving the education. Mr. Bradby 
goes on to say that the greater part of the boys commence their studies 
at a disadvantage from want of previous instruction. Out of School 
"they do not perhaps breathe a congenial atmosphere, and among 
themselves they have no example of higher excellence to measure their 
own deficiences." The Examiner suggested that, "any means by which 
a better educated class of boys might be attracted to the School, along 
with those who at present enjoy its advantages, would be most likely 
to do a real benefit to the School, and to all parties concerned or 
interested." 

Mr. Bradby again examined the School at Christmas and made a 
long report on its state. It will be sufficient to say that it was very 
unsatisfactory. The whole number of Scholars was only 76, and of 
these only three were in the highest class and were learning Greek. 
There is also a long letter from Mr. Watherston, in which he agrees in 

(1). See appendix XV., statute I. 

Q 
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the opinion expressed by the Examiner, and suggests as a remedy the 
division of the School into an Upper and Lower School, the former to 
be taught Classics, and the latter to have a good English education, 
but that facilities should be granted to the clever boys to move into the 
Upper School, if they so desired. It was admitted that the general 
tone was low in every way, and that the tendency was still downward, 
for those in the junior class were the most unsatisfactory of all, since, 
out of 24 Boys, only four or five were able to answer an}' questions. 

This want of scholarship, however, did not so far depress the 
faculties of the Scholars as to make them indifferent to an opportunity 
which seemed to offer itself. This was the year of the Great Exhibi- 
tion, and, perhaps, with an eye to their mental improvement, but still 
more no doubt with a very keen eye to a pleasant trip, the Boys 
memorialized the Governors to grant them the means of visiting the 
Metropolis in order to become acquainted, by a personal inspection, 
with the wonders of the Crystal Palace. But, alas I the kind old man, 
who founded the Charity, had not foreseen the great event, and the Court, 
to which the application was made, could only express their regret that 
they had no power to apply the funds to that purpose. 

It was quite clear that this unsatisfactory condition of the School 
could not be allowed to continue, and that changes Ave re necessarj', if 
it was to fulfil the object for wliich it Avas founded. There was, how- 
ever, as usual in such cases, a difference of opinion as to the proper 
remedy. At a Court held on the 10th of May (1852) two deputations 
were introduced by Mr. Crawshay Bailey, M.P. ; one in support of a 
memorial, which was read in their presence, requesting that the Head- 
master might be allowed to receive boarders and pay-boys; another 
was heard in support of a memorial agreed to at a public meeting 
of the Inhabitants, praying that the present system should not be 
departed from. Both Deputations were informed that full considera- 
tion would be given to the subject. 

Under these circumstances the Governors determined to send a 
Deputation to Monmouth in July to enquire into the charges against 
the Headmaster, and other matters relating to the School. 

It would be a long and uninteresting story to enter into the whole 
of the disputes which arose in connection with the state of the School. 
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That the Masters were not free from blame is pretty evident from the 
minutes in the Governors' and Visitor's books, but they were heavily 
handicapped in their work. There is no doubt that the restriction of 
the advantages of the School to those who had been resident not less 
than two years in the Town or County had, in the altered circumstances 
of the time, operated to the disadvantage of the Institution. There 
was not sufficient competition to keep up a high standard for those who 
were admitted to the School. The abolition, in 1840, of entrance fees, 
and the entire freedom from any expense, even for books and stationery, 
tended in the same direction. It is a well-known fact, borne out by 
experience, that what costs nothing is little valued. The earliest 
statutes required an entrance payment of two shillings, which was to 
be reduced to sixpence in case of poverty. This would be represented 
by not less than half a guinea and half a crown respective!}^ in modern 
times. Besides this the Scholars had to find their own books and 
stationery, which was an expensive item in those days. The great 
majority of the boys, in consequence of these changes, were now drawn 
from the same or even from a lower social position than those in the 
National School. To such as these a Classical education, except in the 
rare case of a boy of unusual ability, was a comparatively useless 
luxury, The training they needed was such as would be likely to fit 
them for commercial life. As travelling was now easy, the effect of all 
this was, that the better placed tradesman, as well as the professional 
classes, sent their sons to other places to be educated, and the general 
tone of the School in consequence very much deteriorated. 

Nothing is more disheartening, and indeed demoralising, to a higher 
<5lass of Schoolmasters than to be supplied with an inferior material to 
work upon, and it is very likely that the Masters in the Monmouth 
School, being human, were influenced by this discouraging state of 
things. 

The Governors were disposed at first to adopt a Spartan remedy, and 
in November, 1852, called upon the three Masters to retire. Mr. 
Watherston met this with a point blank refusal, and Messrs. Thompson 
and Hyam were unwilling to resign, but said they would submit if an 
order were made for their dismissal. 

After further consideration gentler counsels prevailed, and it was 
decided not to dismiss the Masters until they were given a further 
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trial. Probably the fact that the Examiner had been able to make a 
less unfavourable report at the previous Midsummer was allowed to 
have due weight. In this case, however, an exception was made of 
the lowest class, of which it was remarked, that " many of the boys 
appear so ignorant even of the elements of religion as to be a disgrace 
to their parents, still more than to their teachers. It must be regarded 
as a real misfortune to these boys to be members of the School as they 
now are, since they would be much more likely to learn something at 
the National School or elsewhere ; and yet these are the boys who are 
to furnish the upper Masters with their future Scholars, a prospect by 
no means cheering." 

The Examiner also submitted that the standard of admission to the 
School adopted by the Visitors was too low, and also that three 
Masters were not sufficient, if tlie School was full. 

So after all there was something to be said on the side of the 
Masters. It was decided by the Governors to carry out, in the main, 
the scheme proposed by Mr. Watherston and approved of by the 
Visitors. The School was divided into two separate departments, the 
one Classical, the other Commercial ; its benefits were extended to the 
neighbouring Counties of Gloucester and Hereford, and it was also 
decided to appoint a fourth Master, who should give all his time to the 
Commercial part. These changes were, among others of less import- 
ance, embodied in a New Scheme approved of by the Court of 
Chancery on the 26th of July, 1854. {') 

In the year 1852 Mr. Bradby resigned the office of Examiner, and 
Charles J. Homfray, M.A., of Oriel College, Oxford, was appointed to 
succeed him at Christmas. Mr. Watherston objected to him on the 
ground that he was connected with residents in the neighbourhood, 
but, notwithstanding this, the Governors decided that Mr. Homfray 
should undertake the work at the time named, and so satisfactory to all 
the parties concerned was the result, that the Headmaster made no 
further protest, and he continued to fulfil this responsible position, 
except on one occasion, for several years. Mr. Homfray offered a prize 
of five pounds worth of books to the boy who should pass the best 
examination in such subjects and on such conditions as he should 



(1). See appendix XVI. Mr. Watherston's letters were able oompositions, and grettt cndit is 
due to him. 
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determine: He also advised that the age of admission should be raised 
above its present standard of 12 years, on the ground that the restric- 
tion had been detrimental to the School ; that the boys should have a 
distinctive cap, and other means be taken to influence their conduct when 
out of School. Mr. Homfray further remarked, that " a residence of 
twelve months recently in Monmouth led me to observe (and the 
remarks of others were to the same effect), that the language and 
behaviour of the boys, in the streets, was frequently very unbe- 
coming." 

In time past it had been the Lecturer's dutv^ to examine the 
School twice a year, at Lady Day and Michaelmas, and report thereon. 
This had been given up on the appointment of Mr. Halson, but in con- 
sequence of the complaints that had been made against the Masters 
this oversight was restored. 

The School was not altogether without a representative at the 
University, for Mr. Charles Parsons, who had been elected to the 
Exhibition, vacated in 1848 by Mr. Garnsey, went to Jesus College, 
Oxford, and took a *' third" in Classical Honours in 1852. 

In accordance with the recommendation of the Examiner, backed 
up by the Visitors, permission was obtained from the Court of Chancery, 
on the petition of the Haberdashers' Company, to appoint an additional 
Master, and on the 14th of October, 1853, Mr. William Pitt was 
elected, on probation, with the further proviso that he was to be 
annually re-elected, 

Mr. Pitt, who was called "the third Master," relieved Mr. Hyam of 
the care of the lowest class, which usually numbered about a third of 
the whole School. As Mr. Hyam had the Writing and Arithmetic of 
all the pupils to attend to it was obviously impossible for him to give 
proper attention to this class, which really was the most important of 
all. This addition to the staff, together with the throwing open 
of the School to boys from the adjoining Counties, very rapidly 
wrought a great change, and the applications for admission again 
exceeded, sometimes very largely, the number of vacancies, and this 
satisfactory state of things continued during the remaining part of the 
time of Mr. Watherston's tenure of the Headmastership. What with the 
Visitors, and the Lecturer, and the Examiner, and the Governors, the 
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Schoolmasters certainly were men under authority, but at the same 
time the reports of the progress and condition of the School were always 
satisfactory, indeed at times very much so, and praise was given to 
those to whom it was due. 

The work of the School was thus divided; the Headmaster took the 
first three classes in the Classical part, the Second Master took the 
fourth and fifth Classical and first English, the Third Master took the 
entire charge of the second English, consisting of about thirty little 
boys, and Mr. Hyam took the Writing and Arithmetic of all the rest 
of the School. 

The year 1853 is memorable in the history of the Charity, for the 
Court of Chancery, under whose authority the Hatcham Barnes estate 
had been administered for 150 years, at that time restored the manage- 
ment thereof to the Haberdashers' Company, who continue in power to 
the present day, subject of course to the interference of the Charity 
Commissioners. (') 

In 1854 Mr. Nathaniel Morgan, Banker, of lloss, died, after being 
a Visitor of the School for the long period of twenty-nine years. He 
was the last but one (Edward Machen, Esq.) who was left of the 
original nine appointed in 1825, and H. M. Clifford, Esq., M.P., wa& 
recommended to the Governors for election in his place. 

In June, 1855, Charles Bathurst, Esqre., resigned, after having 
served as a Visitor for twenty-three years. He had taken great 
interest in the welfare of the School, and it is recorded in the Minute 
Book, that those with whom lie had been so long associated entertained 
a high sense of the advantages the Institution derived from his " wise 
counsel and ability, and of the many valuable services" which he had 
rendered to it. John Eortescue Brickdalo, Esq., of Bircham House, 
Newland, was appointed his successor. 

Since Mr. Ducarel resigned his place as Visitor in 1839, no per- 
petual Chairman appears to have been elected, but the scheme of 1854, 
lately approved of by the Court of Chancery, required that such an 
appointment should be made, and in consequence of this, the Rev. 
Thomas Williams, Archdeacon of Llandaffy was chosen to the office in 
1856. In the following year, however, he was promoted to be Dean of 



(1). This body was constituted by an Act of Parliament passe<l in 1853. 
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the Cathedral Church, and, as he could no longer attend the meetings 
regularly, he resigned his connection with the Charity. It may be 
observed that Mr. Williams was a First Classman of Oriel College, 
Oxford, and the Governors were fortunate in being able to secure, as 
Visitors, a bod}^ of men resident in the neighbourhood, of the highest 
standing in every sense of the word. Archdeacon Crawlej', Rector of 
Brynwyn, Monmouthshire, was appointed in his place. 

The same scheme also directed the number of Visitors to be in- 
creased from nine to twelve, and T. W. Booker Blakemore, Esq., of 
Wyaston Leys, J. E. W. lloUs, Esq,, of the Hendre, and the llev. E. 
F. Arne3% Vicar of Monmouth, were added to the list in the year 185G. 

In the following year Mr. Homfray resigned his office as Examiner, 
and the Visitors were fortunate in securing the services of a distin- 
guished member of the University of Cambridge, the Tlev. W. Haig 
Brown, M.A., of Pembroke College, (*) who had taken a "first" in 
Classics, and also was a. Junior Optime in Mathematical Honours. He 
too made a very favourable report of the state of the School. At 
Christmas, however, he was unable to undertake the examination, and 
Mr. Homfray "was induced again to resume the work, which he con- 
tinued to do for some years. 

In July (1857) the Rev. Richard Thompson resigned the Second 
Mastership after fifteen years' service. He was a graduate of Cam- 
bridge, and conscientiously and efliciently discharged the duties of the 
office he held so long. On the 14th of September, Mr. Pitt was elected 
to the vacant place, having produced very strong recommendations 
both from the Headmaster and Visitors. Mr. Thomas Clapp, an 
undergraduate of Exeter College, Oxford, was appointed to succeed 
Mr. Pitt as Third Master. He only held the oflice, however, for a 
year, and resigned at Christmas, 1858, in consequence of disagreements 
he had with the Head and Second Masters. Mr. William Roseveare 
was elected on the 13th of December in that year, out of seven 
Candidates, to the place thus vacated. 

Other changes also took place in this year. In January, the Rev. 
John Burden, M.A., Rector of English Bicknor, and the Ilev. Edward 
Machen, M.A., Rector of Mitchel Dean, were appointed Visitors in 



(1). See note chapter XVI. 
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place of Dean Williams and the Rev. Jlicliard Davies. Towards the 
end of tlie year Mr. Blakemore died, and Kdward Owen Jones, (') Esq., 
of Newnliam, was appointed in his place. Another vacancy arose, 
which had very great influence on the futun^ of the School, in conse- 
(juence of tlie resignation of the Ijccturer, the llev. C. A. liaison, who 
had for some years been in failing licalth. In November, 18*56, he 
had obtained le.ave of absence for twelve months, and the K«v. Thomas 
Kllis Everett had, with the sanction of the (xovernors, undertaken his 
duties. In the following 3'ear Mr. liaison found it necessary to apply 
for a further extension for the same length of time, and the Tlev. T. 
O. Tudor acted Jis his representative in the I^ectureship, but he seems 
to have resigned the charge of the Parish of Itockfield, of which he 
was Vicar, and was succeeded ])y Mr. Everett in the early part of 
1858. At the end of this year (2') November), owing to the con- 
tinued unsatisfactory state of his health, Mr. Halson thcmght it his 
duty to resign from the 1st of January, 1859, and on the 10th of 
that month Mr. Watherston, who had worked verv suceessfullv as 
Headmaster for more than fourteen vears, was elected out of three 

ft. 

Candidates. 

Mr. Halson did not long survive his retirement, but died at Ham- 
mersmith on the 10th of November, 1860, at the early age of forty 
years. He was a man of exemplary piety, and, although the state 
of his health interfered with his fulfilment of his duties, still he was 
highly esteemed by the people of Moimiouth. 



NOTE 1. 

The following is a list of the Visitors in .hine, 1859, with the dates of 
their aj)pointment8 : 

1825. 1 Kdward Machon, Ksq., Whitemead Park, Gloucestershire. 
1837. 2 Rev. James Lister Digliton, Dixton Vicarajife, Monmouth. 
1839. 3 Archdeacon Crawlej', Bryngwyn Rector^', Rtigland. 
1839. 4 George Cave, Ksq., Ililston I'ark, Monmouth. 
1847. 5 Samuel R. Bosanquet, Es(i., Dingestow Court, Monmouth. 

1854, () Henry Morgan Clifford, Ksq., M.P. for the City of Hereford, 

(l«47-65). 

1855. 7 John Fortescue Brickdale Esq., Birchamp House, Newland. 
185(;. 8 John E. W. Rolls, Ksq., The Hendre, Monmouth. 



(1). One of the Founder's family. 



The Monmouth Charity under Queen Victoria. 231 

1856. 9 Rev. Edward Francis Arney, S. Mary Vicarage, Monmouth. 
1858. 10 Rev. John Burdon, English Bicknor, Gloucestershire. 

1858. 11 Rev. Kdward Machen, Mitchel Dean, Gloucestershire. 

1859. 12 Edward Owen Jones, Esq., Newnham, Gloucestershire. 
The Ven. Archdeacon Crawley was perpetual Cli airman. 

No. 1. Died in 1862. 
„ 2. Died in 1872. 

„ 3. Graduate of Magd. Coll., Cam.. Wrangler and 3rd CI. Classic 
<1824). Resigned in 1887. Died in 1896. 
No. 4. Left the neighbourhood in 1861. 

„ 5. Graduate of Christ Church, Oxford, 2nd CI. in Lit. Hum. (1822). 
Died in 1883. 

No. 6. Left the neighbourhood in 1871. 
„ 7. Died in 1867. 
„ 8. Resigned in 1868. 

„ 9. Graduate of Brasenose Coll., Oxford, 2nd CI. in Lit. Hum. (1821). 
Died in 1876. 

No. 10. Graduate of Univer. Coll.. Oxford, 1st CI. Matli. (1833). Left the 
neighbourhood in 1877. 
No. 12. Died in 1872. 



NOTE II. 

The following: table gives the number of boj's admitted to the School in 
<jach year, from 1837 to 1858 inclusive : 

Rev. Geo. Monnington, Headmaster. 

1837 Number of boys admitted 19 



ia38 

1839 

1840 

1841(1) 

1842 

1843 

1844 



»» 



»« 



»» 



»» 



»» 



»t 



»» 



25 
24 
62 
25 
34 
55 
39 



1848 (2) Number of boys admitted 36 



1849 
1850 
1851 

1852(3) 

1853 
1854 
1855(4) 
1856 ( 5 ) 

1857(«) 
1858 



»» 



»» 



u 



»» 



♦♦ 



J» 



»> 



»» 



»» 
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23 
28 
16 
24 
46 
25 
30 
25 
31 
32 



Rev. J. D. Watherston, Headmaster. 

1845 Number of boys admitted 32 

1846 „ „ 27 

1847 „ „ 31 
The boys were admitted to the School by the Visitors at their quarterly 

meetings held in March, June, September, and December, after an examina- 
tion in reading a small book on English History, and writing one line and 
their name in a Copy Book. 



(1). At the election of boys at the March meeting there were 12 Candidates for 5 vacancies, 

(2). In September there were 19 Candidates for 11 vacancies. 

(3). In June there were onl.v 7 Candidates for 30 vacancies. 

(4). In June there were 24 Candidates for vacancies, and in December 29 Candidates for .5 

vacancies. 
(5). In March there were 29 Candidates for 2 vacancies, and in December 36 Candidates for 8 

vacancies. 
<6). In June there was 20 Candidates for 3 vacancies, and in December 20 Candidates for 10 

vacancies. 
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N'OTK III. 
Mr. Hiiiry H. Thompson, Apotliecary nml Surgeon, was appointed Medi- 
tiil Officer to the Almspeople in 1833, at n, atipend of £10 yearly. This was 
afterwurda increaaed to £15. George Willis, M.D., who took Mr. Thompson's 
practice, was eleete'l in 1854. and in myj the stipend was increnstnl to £20, 
and again in 1869 to £30 per annum. I>r. Willis died in 1R!)8, and Dr. Lloyd 
Smith, who had lieen hi? partner, whs appointed hy the Go 



Diiina Williams wiis appoiuteil Xiirse to the Alnisiieople in 1838. In imS), 
in couse(|UHnce of lier age and inttrmities, slie retired, and was elected to an 
Almshouse, when Sanili Whitley was appointed. Diana Williams died in 
ISC'.f, aged INI, and Surali Whitley (afterwards Busliell) retired in 18B3 on a 
pension of 10s. a week, when Terai>erance Jjewis succeeded her. Sarah 
B.isliell died in Xovt-mber. 1«8.1. «ged 77. 




J-^^r*::^^^ 




*lfe^ 



CHAPTER XVI 



I OF THE MONM( 

,. r.~js->9-f;s. 



'■jJ-^HE resigiiatiou of Sir. Halson led to iin important change in the 
"tSki. officers of the Cliarity, for not. only was t.here a new Lecturer, 
but also another Headiuaater was appointed. 

Mr. Watherstou had, for more than fourteen years, efBcieiitly per- 
formed the dutieH he had undertaken in 1844, and during this period. 
the School had, on the whole, flourished, and had proTod of great i 
benefit to the Town and neighbourhood. As already- mentioned, there - 
wiia, however, to this an exception of a few years, when its condition 
was very unsatisfactory ; and this was clearly due to the unfortunate 
aohemeC) of 1H47, under which it was worked. No doubt the 
intention of these who drew up this scheme, in confining the henefits 
of the inetitutiou exclusively to the inliiibitaiits of the Town and ' 
County, was thoroughly loyal to what tiiey ooneeived to be the WiH . 
«f the I'omider, hut restrictions were introduced, in accordance with J 
the wishes of the Monmouth people, that found no place in the J 
original statutes C) of 161 (i. From the Ushors Diarj- (') (1647), and I 
from minutes in the books of the Haberdashers' Company, it is clear J 
that the Mastei-s were allowed and, indeed, expected (*) to take] 
boarders ; that boys from other places were admitted on payment of^ 
fees, and that those who were entitled to a free education werel 
required to pay entrance money. All these regulations tended ta | 
keep up the character of the School, especially at a time when travel- 1 
ling was difficult and dangerous. Beside this, there were but fevg 
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institutions of the kind, and the choice was therefore limited, so that 
the County people were glad to have a share in the benefits of the 
education given, on payment of a sufficient amount of money. (') The 
state of things was very different now, and the effect of this scheme 
was to bring the School to so low a state that it was held in little esti- 
mation, and the better class of tradespeople would not send their sons 
to be educated there, especially as other places were now easily acces- 
sible. Directly the School was thrown open to boys from the Counties 
of Hereford and Gloucester, as it had been in times past, the Visitors 
were able to make a better selection from the larger number of candi- 
dates who sought admission, for the total number of Scholars was still 
limited to one hundred. The division of the School into the two 
departments of Classical and Commercial, (^) and the appointment of 
efficient Masters for teaching the latter part, was also a most import- 
ant step in the right direction, and things were very quickly 
improved. 

Mr. Watherston was appointed Lecturer in place of Mr. Halson on 
the 10th of January, 1859, and consequently the Headmastership 
became vacant. On the 14th of March following, Charles Manley 
Roberts, B.A., of S. John's College, Cambridge, (') was duly elected to 
the vacant post. Mr. Ttoberts had been an Exhibitioner and Scholar 
of his College, and had taken a high Mathematical degree. (*) He was 
moreover an able man, a good teacher and organiser, well fitted to 
carry to a higher pitch of excellence the work which Mr. Watherston 
had begun. He came, too, at the right time, before his predecessor 
had been so long at the work as to become what may be termed 
" stale," for want of a better word. The School was left by him in a 
satisfactory state, for Mr. Homfray, the Examiner, made a favourable 
report of the progress of the pupils at Christmas, 1858, concluding 
with these words : — 

" I must not omit to add that the orderly conduct of the boys during 
examination deserves my warm commendation." 

(1). See chapter XIII., note II. 

(2). Under the scheme of 1864. See appendix XVI. 

(8). Mr. Roberts was ordained deacon (1860) and Priest (1861) by the Bishop of Hereford, as 
Curate of Whitchurch. He took his M.A. in 1860 and B.D. in 1869. 

(4). 26th Wrangler. 
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The new Headmaster set about his work in a steady and business- 
like way, and this line of conduct produced the usually successful 
results, as will be seen from wliat follows. 

The Governors did not send a Deputation to visit Alonmouth every 
year, but the business was arranged by correspondence, chiefly with 
the Visitors, sometimes a\ ith the Lecturer and Headmaster. After an 
interval of four years, the Master, Thomas Groves, Esq., accompanied 
by J. Killick, Esq., W. Butler Simpson, Esq., and J. Curtis, Esq., the 
Clerk, came down in 1S60 to represent the Haberdashers' Company, 
when the School ])roke up for the Midsummer vacation, on the 18th of 
that month. Tlie Examiner, Mr. Homfray, made a very favourable 
report, and tlie question of erecting new buildings was discussed. 

In the foUowing year (1S61) Mr. Homfray resigned the office of 
Examiner, after having held it, with only a single break, Q) since 1852, 
and given much satisfaction to all the parties concerned. Mr. John K. 
Seeley, M.A., Composition Master in the City of London School, 
Eellow and late Assistant Tutor of Christ's College, Cambridge, (^) was 
appointed in his place. Mr. Seeley, in his first report at Christmas, 
spoke thus : — 

" On the whole I find tlie boys governed with good sense and tact, 
and instructed in every class with conscientious care." The highest 
class was examined in the Alcestis of Euripides and the oration of 
Cicero against Catiline, and "acquitted themselves with great credit.'' 
There were three classes in the Classical part, but the lowest consisted 
of two divisions, and the number of bo3's was about twenty in all. 
The remainder, about eighty, in the Commercial part, were divided 
into six classes. Of this latter Mr. Seeley says, " I can scarcely speak 
too highly of the style of the papers of the higher English Classes." 

At this same Christmas, Mr. John Hyam, who had been appointed 
Writing and Arithmetic Master so far back as the 12th of October, 
1829, retired on an annuitv of £45 a vear. He was an efficient 

(1). This wan at Midsummer, 1857, when the Rev. W. Hai^ Brown, M.A., of Pembroke College, 
Cambridi^e, conducted the Examination. He was a first class in the Classical List, took 
Mathematical Honours, and was afterwards Head of Charterhouse. In 18397 he vru 
appointed " Master" of Charterhouse. 

<2). Mr. John R. Seelev was bracketed Senior Classic in IS^T, appointed Professor of Modem 
History at Cambridge in 1809, and was the author of " Ecce Homo." He was so impressed 
\Nith the advantage of teaching English Authors with Grammar and Dictionary as tnose of 
(ireece and Rome were usually done, — which plan be found already adopted in Monmouth 
School,— that he introduced this method into the City of London School, and is often 
erroneously given credit for having originated it- 
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Master and had done his duty conscientiously for a long period. At 
the time of his retirement his stipend was .£90 a year, and he was 
certainly entitled to half pay, but he did not long survive to enjoy his 
well-earned pension. A Mr. Edwards was elected to succeed him, but, 
as he did not give satisfaction, he left at the end of the six months 
probation, and on the 22nd of July, 1(S62, Mr. Tlobert Earle was 
appointed to the vacancy thus created. 

In consequence of the dilapidated state of the Schoolroom it was 
necessary that something should be done. At a Court held on the 
10th of March, 1862, '* It was moved by Mr. Till, seconded by Mr. 
Hawes, and resolved. That the Court approve of the recommendation 
of the Committee (') for rebuilding the School." 

Steps were accordingly taken to obtain the consent of the Charity 
Commissioners for the expenditure of the amount necessary for the 
purpose. Plans for handsome buildings were prepared, which were to 
include a Chapel with accommodation for 150 persons, besides a School 
and Classrooms. Unfortunately the Charity Commissioners restricted 
the outlay to a sum not exceeding ^£4,800, and the Governors had to 
be content with a less ambitious scheme. This was a great mistake 
on the part of those in authority, for it was already known that, in 
the course of the next twenty or thirty years, the rents of the Charity 
Estate would very largely increase, on the expiration of leases that 
were then running, and it required very little foresight to come to the 
conclusion that the scope of the Charity would have to be largely 
extended. 

A Deputation from the Governors again attended on the 18th of 
June, 1862, when the Examiner's report was read, the prizes given, 
and the School dismissed for the Midsummer vacation. The main 
purpose, however, was to discuss with the Visitors the arrangements 
with reference to the new buildings. 

The reputation of the School continued to grow. Mr. John 11. Seeley 
gave up the office of Examiner, and at Christmas, 1862, his brother, 
Mr. Leonard B. Seeley, M.A., of Trinity College, Cambridge, and a 
treble (*) first, was appointed to succeed him. The Tteport made by 

(1). This was a Committee of the Court of Haberdashers. 
(2). Mathematics and Classics, 1852. Moral Sciences, 1853. 
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him on this occasion was so favourable that the Court addressed the 
following letter to the Headmaster : — 

" Haberdashers' Hall, 

Gresham Street West, E.G. 

Jany. 19th, 1863. 
Dear Sir, 

I have much pleasure in expressing to you the gratification of the 

Governors at the present satisfactory state of the School at Monmouth as 

brought before them by the Report of the Christmas Examination hy Mr. 

Leonard Seeley. 

And 1 am directed to convey to yourself as well as to Mr. Pitt, Mr. 

Roseveare, and Mr. Earle the thanks of the Court for the zeal and exertions 

which each gentleman has shown in bringing the department under his 

superintendence to its present high position. You will be good enough to 

communicate this to the Undermasters. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

JNO. CURTIS, Clerk. 
Rev. C. M. Roberts." 

This very satisfactory state of things encouraged the Governors to 

push forward the arrangements for commencing the new buildings, 

and a few months later the following resolution was passed at a Court 

held on the 14th of March, 1864 : 

" That the Charities Committee ( i ) he authorized to carry into execution 
the erection of the new School and Chapel according to the plans and specifi- 
cations of Mr. Snooke, approved by them, with such alterations (if anj') as 
they may from time to time find expedient. The remaining recommenda- 
tions of the Committee were confirmed and a'lopted." 

In June, the Clerk was able to announce that the Charity Com- 
missioners had given the necessary sanction, and also that the work 
would be sufficiently advanced to allow of the foundation stone being 
laid at the time of the visit of the Deputation to Monmouth. At the 
meeting of the Court on this occasion it was decided, that "the 
importance of the undertaking justified a public ceremonial;" the 
Members of Parliament of the Counties, enjoying the direct benefits of 
the School," were to be invited, as well as the "Visitors, Lecturer, and 
Masters, the Mayor, and other public characters, to assist in the 
ceremonial, and partake of a Dejeuner." The four Wardens were 
asked to attend, and it was arranged that the Master of the Company 
should lay the foundation stone. 



1). Of the Haberdashers' Company. 
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The Charity Commissioners were willing to allow a moderate 
amount of money out of the funds, for the purpose of carrying out the 
programme sketched by the Court. 

In accordance with this resolution, the foundation stone of the 
new buildings was laid, on the 20th of June, 1864, amid great re- 
joicings, and the whole affair passed off in a most satisfactory 
manner. "A Procession was formed by the Scholars, the inhabitants 
of the Almshouses, the Lecturer, and Masters of the School, the 
principal inhabitants of the Town, the Visitors, the Master and 
Wardens of the Worshipful Company of Haberdashers, attended by 
the Militia and Volunteer bands. 

Prayers were read by the lie v. J. D. Watherston, Lecturer, the 
Uev. C. M. Roberts, Headmaster, the Uev. E. F. Arney, Vicar, and the 
benediction was given by the Venerable Archdeacon Crawley." 

The foundation stone was laid by W. Butler Simpson, Esqre., 

Master, and the following address was read b}' John Curtis, Esqre., 

Clerk to the Company : 

"Ladies and Gentlemen,— 
A period of two hundred and fifty years has elapsed since our ancestors 
must have met on this very spot with the same object as that for which we 
are now assembled. Amongst them there was doubtless then present one, 
who, with glory to God and love to his neighbour, commenced the erection 
of a building which should be a refuge for all time for his poor infirm fellow 
creatures, wherein they might find in their old age a comfortable home, and 
also a School for the Christian education of the young. ( i ) 

We stand on hallowed ground, a site consecrated to the memory of the 
good and great William Jones, a name which no inhabitant of Monmouth 
can hear without a thrill of pleasure, which no member of the Haberdashers' 
Company hears without pride, for he was one of themselves, and which no 
Christian can hear without the wish that others may go and do likewise." 

It was in the year 1614 that this important Charity was founded. Deeply 
as the country is indebted for its many and great institutions to the 
benevolence of individuals, by far the greater part of them arose from gifts 
which did not take effect until after the donors* deaths, but the Charity of 
William Jones was bestowed in a more self-denying way, for of the large 
sum which was contributed for the purpose, nearly the whole of it was given 
in his life-time, when the parting with it could be felt by himself. 



(1). The deeds of the conveyance of the land at Monmouth on which the Almshouses were 
erected, are dated the ^th of January, 1614. William Jones arrived in Hambui^h on the 
3rd of February in that year. If he were present, it would have been quick travelling at 
that time, unless the foundation stone was laid before the deeds were signed. 

R 
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The Founder was a member of tlie Court of Asaistants (') of the Haber- 
dashers' Company, nnd it was to the Company that he confided the 
management of Jiie Charities, and we can holdly assert tlmt the sacred trust 
liBS been honestly and faithfully executed. At tJie very outset our Company 
expended out of their own funds the sum of £1,600 in the completion of the 
huildinga, beyond the £9,000 received from William Jones, and the present 
iiourisUing condition ot the Charity will, we venture to hope, be accepted 
the best eyidence that the Founder's confidence in us has not been misplaced. 

But it was not in Monmouth alone that his benevolent disp 
played itself. Tlie Almshouses of Xewland present another substantia! proof 
of it. In London also it was exhibited in the grant of annual pensions 
poor members of his Company in perpetuitj', and in addition, he founded 
there a weekly lecture (now commonly known as the "Golden Lectureship"), 
endowing it with funds which have ever ensured it the services of Christiun 
Ministers of commanding talents. It is not then without cause that the 
memory of William Jones is ever held in reverence, and that he is ranked 
among the Worthies of the Haberdashers' Company. 

Permit us to recall to your mindn a few circumstances in relation to the 
Monmoutli Charity. 

It appears Uy the deeds in the Company's possession that the estate o( 
Hatcbam, as well as the ground upon which we now stand, were bought by 
them in the years 1613 and 1614 with the money advanced by the Foundi 
The Almshouses, School, and the Lecturer's and Masters' residences we 
erected immediately. His will made in December, Itil4, gave £9,000 to the 
Company, all of which, however, except £1,000, was paid before his death, , 
which occurred about September in the fallowing year, !616. (2) 

The Cliarter of Incorporation of James. I., by which the Charity was 
established, was granted in March, 1615, '■') previously to the Founder's death, 
and the first Statutes for the regulation of the Charity, and which, 
few alterations, are still acted on, were made in March, 1616. 

Of the buildings then erected there now remain standing the IjCCturer's 
and Headmaster's residences, W only the Almshouses and Usher's reaidenco 
having been pulled down and re-built in the year 1842, and the School but 
yesterday. 

Let us hope that the new buildings may endure for at least as long ■ 
period as their predecessors. All must admire the excellence the of arrange- 
ments made by William Jones, and how well adapted they were for carrying 



1 

'I 
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(1). TbB name of WUluun Jqdbs does not oc™r in any list 0( the Caurta ot AsBisUnW. but tw 

wu elected on the Livery in ISM), aee cliapter 111. 
(i). On the let ol Febnuuyi 161S, ■ minute occurs in the Court BoDlie BpeokiDg ot Mr. WilUui 



(8). ItBhouidlM 
(4> Thii is not 



. The lecturer's house was re-lniilt in ITTS, nud the 
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into effect his benevolent designs. By the appointment of a Lecturer he 
took care, not only for the spiritual, but for the physical comforts also of the 
poor infirm objects of his bounty, and the education of the young in the fear 
of God was also secured by the appointment of proper Masters, whilst, by an 
endowment of ample amount, due provision was made for the maintenance 
of the Charity in perpetuity. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, much controversy has arisen as to the best and 
most useful education to be adopted in these Free Grammar Schools. It is 
clear from the Statutes made on the first opening of this School, that a 
Classical education of a high character was intended, but the advocates of a 
purely English education are very numerous, and much may be said on both 
sides of the question. The governors, in the year 1854, determined to unite, 
as far as practicable, the two systems, and by dividing the School into an 
Upper or Classical, and a Lower or Commercial School, they trust they have 
happily succeeded in satisfying the claims of both parties. Whilst in the 
former a high Classical education is provided for all desirous of it, in the 
latter a sound English education may be obtained, both under thoroughly 
competent Masters. 

The appointment, a few years since, of a professional Examiner has been 
the means both of showing to the parents the capability and progress of 
their sons, and of affording at the same time the best testimony of the exertions 
and skill of their tutors. 

Another important alteration was made at the period of the division of 
the School. We allude to the enlargement of the area from which the 
scholars were drawn, viz., to the adjoining counties of Hereford and 
Gloucester. We believe this extension of the benefits of the School have been 
attended with excellent results. 

In the new buildings, the foundation of which is now about to be laid, not 
only will accommodation be provided for a larger number of scholars than 
could be given in the late School, but the internal arrangements will admit 
of greater facilities for instruction than could heretofore be made available. 

A most important feature of the new building is the Chapel.. In this the 
Almspeople will have the means ot attending Divine*Service, and of offering 
up their praises and thanksgivings for the blessings afforded to them by the 
pious Pounder, in a more comfortable and appropriate place than hitherto. 

The cost of the works will be £4,800, and in their construction the 
Oovernors, while they have been desirous to erect an edifice which shall be 
an ornament to the Town of Monmouth, havejnot been unmindful of a 
prudent economy of the funds of the Charity entrusted to their charge. 

We gladly avail ourselves of this 'opportunity of discharging a pleasing 
duty, that, viz., of expressing^ the obligation of the Governors, first to the 
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Venerable Archdeacon and the other Clergy and gentlemen for whose im- 
portant services as Visitors of the School we feel so much indebted. Next to 
the Lecturer, the Rev. J. D. Watherston, for the care and attention bestowed 
by him upon the religious and temporal wants of the inhabitants of the 
Almshouses, by which their comfort in their old age has been greatly cared 
for. We esteem it fortunate that the medical skill and science of his Worship 
the Mayor, (i) is also available for them. 

Though last, not least, we desire to offer our thanks to the Rev. Charlea 
M. Roberts, the Headmaster, and to Mr. Pitt, Mr. Roseveare, and Mr. Elarle, 
the other Masters of the School, for the talent, zeal, diligence, and perse- 
verance which they have evinced in the discharge of their important duties, 
and to which the present high and satisfactory state of the School is to be 
materially attributed. 

In conclusion, the Governors beg leave to assure you of the deep interest 
which they feel in the prosperity of this Charity, and that their earnest and 
constant endeavour will ever be devoted to increase, as far as possible, its 
eflScieney and to extend its advantages. 

That it may please God to bless the work of this day to His glory and to 
the good of our fellow creatures is the sincere prayer of 

The Governors of the Almshouses and 
Free Grammar School of William Jones 
at Monmouth." 

Afterwards the Visitors, the principal inhabitants of the Town, 
and those connected with the Establishment, were invited to a 
dejeuner at the Beaufort Arms Hotel. 

Besides the Master of the Haberdashers' Company, the four 
"Wardens also attended, J. H. Mullens, Esq., B. Edgington, Esq., J. H. 
Gosling, Esq., and Drew Wood, Esq. They were accompanied by a 
member of the Court, J. Tt. Cuthbert, Esq., and the Clerk, as already 
mentioned. The Members of Parliament were invited but were unable 
to attend. 

During the time the new Chapel, School, and Classrooms were 
in process of erection, the educational work was carried on in a build- 
ing which had been erected for a wool warehouse behind North 
Parade House, each of the four Masters having a separate room. This 
has since been converted into two dwellings, now the property of the 
representatives of the late Mr. George Lewis. 

(L) George Willis, M.D. 
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Proposals for changes in the regulations for governing the Charity 
were now brought forward, and led to much discussion on the part of 
those interested, which extended over three or four years. The object 
in view was to increase its usefulness, and, as is usual in such cases, 
<lifferences of opinion arose as to what was the best line to take. 

On the 9th of Jan., 1865, a Deputation from Monmouth attended 
the meeting of the Court, consisting of Messrs. James Spilsbury, 
Oeorge, James, and Cossens, and presented an address agreed to at a 
public meeting of one section of the inhabitants of the Town and its 
vicinity, pra34ng the Governors not to assent to the proposition of the 
Town Council for an alteration of the School, objecting more particu- 
larly to the proposed imposition of capitation fees and to the taking 
of boarders by the Masters. In reply, the Master (of the Company) 
informed the Deputation, that the fullest consideration would be given 
by the Governors to the opinions of the inhabitants and the other 
parties, and that it was their intention to propose to the Charity 
Commissi oners a scheme of their own for the future administration of 
the Charity. 

Eor many years, since Mr. Cliarles Parsons (^) took third Class 
Honours at Oxford in 1852, the School was without a representative 
<\t either of the two great Universities. Mr. David Davies in 185*^, 
<ind Mr. Henry Davies in 1 856, held the School Exhibitions, but both 
of them went to S. David's College, Lampeter. A brighter epoch was 
now entered upon when John Blanch was elected to an Exhibition in 
1861, and went to Cambridge. In 1865 he took the very high degree 
of ninth wrangler and became a Fellow of his College (S. John's). 

The work of the new buildings was pushed forward with consider- 
4ible energy by the Contractors (Messrs. Collins & Co., of Tewkesbury), 
and in the summer of 1865 they were ready for occupation. The 
<jon8ecration of the Chapel took place on Thursday, the 28th of July, 
by the Lord Bishop of LlandafF (Dr. Ollivant). The School and Class- 
I'ooms were opened at the same time by the Master of the Haberdashers' 
Company (Benjamin Edgington, Esq.). 

The Bishop on his arrival was met at the Chapel door by the 
members of the Deputation from the Governors, the Clergy, the 



(l;. See appendix II. 
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Visitors of the School, and Officers, when the petition for consecration 
was presented to his Lordship. This having been read by the Registrar, 
his Lordship signified his consent to consecrate the Chapel, and the 
party walked in procession up to the Chancel repeating the 24th 
Psalm. The Bishop took his place by the Lord's Table, when the 
usual consecration service was proceeded with. The Rev. J. D. 
Watherston read the prayers and psalms appointed for the day ; the 
Rev. C. M. Roberts read the lessons ; the Rev. E. Ollivant read the 
epistle ; and the Rev. Chancellor Williams read the sentence of con- 
secration, which, together with the petition and deeds, were ordered 
to be registered and preserved among the muniments of the registry. 
Mr, Roseveare presided at the harmonium. 

His Lordship took his text from the Book of Ecclesiastes, Ch. vii.^ 
ver. 12: "Wisdom is a defence, and money is a defence; but the 
excellency of knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to them that 
have it." 

At the opening of the School the Headmaster read a special 
prayer, and then the Master of Haberdashers' Company first addressed 
the Visitors of the School, to which address the Archdeacon of Mon- 
mouth replied. He then addressed the Masters of the School, and the 
Rev. C. M. Roberts responded. The Bishop addressed the Master of 
the Company. The Mayor of Monmouth, Major King, thanked the 
Haberdashers, on behalf of the Town, for the new buildings. Later in 
the day the Master and the Wardens entertained the Lord Bishop, the 
Visitors of the School, the Mayor, and Masters of the School, at 
dinner. A ball was held in the evening in the new Schoolroom, which, 
the Deputation attended as guests of the Headmaster. 

Tlic Chapel, with a Library behind, where the present Chancel 
now is, was erected on the site of the old School (built in 1614), 
which, however, stood a little way back from the street. The Librar}' 
communicated with the sacred edifice, and was used as a vestry by the 
Lecturer, a place of meeting for the Visitors, and later on as a class- 
room by the Headmaster. The new School was adjoining, and 
extended almost to the Second Master's house, from wKich it was 
separated by a passage which now lies between the School and the 
new classrooms, on what was before a part of the playground. A 
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large room for the Writing and Arithmetic Master was built immedi- 
ately adjoining the School on the opposite side to the Chapel, further 
back than the Master's house already mentioned, and also a classroom 
for the Headmaster. 

The new buildings were very substantial, but it was a great 
mistake not to have the Chapel and School detached, according to the 
first set of plans drawn, and it was short-sighted policy on the part 
of the Charity Commissioners not to allow of a greater expenditure in 
order that this might have been done. 

It may be here remarked, that, when the Lectureship was founded 
down till the time that Mr. Watherston entered upon his duties, only 
one service was required of the holder of the office, nor does it appear 
to have been in the last century a part of the necessary duty of the 
Lecturer to pay the Almspeople their weekly allowance (^) If it be 
borne in mind that the Lecturer's stipend was fixed at one hundred 
marks, .£66 13s. 4d. a year(^) with a very good house and garden, 
when it was first established, labourers' wages being at that time 
about sixpence a day, it can hardly be denied that, according to 
modern ideas, he was very well paid for his work, and the discourses 
he delivered ought to have been most attractive in manner as well as 
matter. 

Under the scheme of 1854(^) the Lecturer was, for the first time, 
required to read the Church Service and preach a sermon itvice every 
Sunday, Good Friday, and Christmas Day, to the Almspeople, in the 
Church, if permission for that purpose could be obtained, but if not, 
then in the Schoolroom. Mr. Halson, who was then in office, was 
informed that he was not bound by this rule as he had been appointed 
on condition that he gave one service only on the Sunday afternoon. (*) 

Mr. Watherston was elected in 1859, subject to the regulation of 
the scheme referred to, but, as the Vicar (Mr. Arney) was unwilling to 
allow the use of the Church, the services were held in the Schoolroom 
at 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., and then at the same hours in the new Chapel 
after it was consecrated in 1865, till 1870. An arrangement was 

■ M M ■ I I m^^,^^^^,^^^^^^,^^^ ^^^l^M ■_ ■■■ ■ IM. ^ ■■■■ ■■ .l.ll.. ■ -III ■- - — 

See note L, chapter IV. 
Equivalent to about £330 a year now. 
Se« appendix XVI., statute 7. 
(4). The service was held at that time in the Hbhoolroom. 



24() Tlte Cftarities of Williavi Jones. 



made in that year between the lecturer and Headmaster, under which 
the latter made himself responsible for tlie morning service without 
receiving any stipend. This was sanctioned by the Haberdashers' 
Company, and a license was granted by the Bishop. The Headmaster 
finding the earlier liour inconvenient, especially for the boarders, 
<;hanged it to 11 a.m., and introduced a surpliced choir and choral 
service, but tlie Ijccturer continued to officiate in the afternoon, and 
tliat service, in all respects, remained as before. After the present 
Ix^cturer came into office, in 1<SS2, tlie service was choral and the choir 
surpliced at botli times, and during tlie autumn and spring terms the 
second service was held at O.-K) p.m. instead of at 3 p.m. 

Among the additions to the new buildings in 1866, was the 
])ortrait of the noble Founder. This had been originally placed in the 
old Schoolroom in 1657, over the tire-place, but in 1842 it had 
become so dilapidated that, on the advice of the Visitors, it was sent 
up to London to be reiu»wed, or a fresh coi)y to be painted. Applica- 
tion had been made to the Court of (.'hancery for permission to spend 
forty guineas for the latter purpose, as it was thought past mending, 
but refused. The Headmaster, however, pressed for its return, and, by 
direction of the Master and Wardens, the same old picture was re- 
stored in the best manner possible, newly framed, sent down to 
Monmouth, and hung in the new School, where it still remains. 

It was clear from the increasing revenue of the Charity that the 
scope of its operation must be enlarged. The numbers seeking ad- 
mission to the School verv much exceeded the vacancies. In June 
(1S65) there were 2d Candidates for 4 vacancies, and in the following 
September the numbers were i*es])ectively 28 and 2. Under these 
circumstances the Visitors made very strong representations on the 
subject, and a motion was unanimously carried at the Court held 
on the l»ith of November in the same year, recommending that ten 
additional Scholars be admitted to the School. The Visitors also 
wished to apply a more severe test than reading and writing, to the 
Candidates for election, but this could not be done without the 
sanction of the Charitv Commissioners. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

The Modern History of the Monmouth C habit y 

Sectio7i a. 1868-91. 



Lecturers: John Dundas Watherston, 1859 — 81 ; William Meyler Warlow, 
1882. Headmaaters : Charles Mai)ley Roberts, 1869 — 91 ; Edward Hugh 
Culley, 1891. 



AS? j.^TER mniiv discussions and delays the Charity Commissioners 




issued a ne\v scheme, dated the 26th of June, 1868, ^vhicll 
iuvolyed many changes in the management of the Charity of William 
Jones. 

The most important of these changes \yere : the imposition of fees 
on all admitted in future to the School, (') and instead of any boys 
being free, four scholarshi])s "syere established, two in the Upper School 
of £15 a year ; two in the J^ower of i,'10 each ; and eight foundation 
ticholarships in the Upper School for competition among l)oys in the 
Lower, entitling the successful candidates to a free education and 
books. The Head and Jjower Masters, besides lunging fixed stipends, 
were to receive capitation fees. The Masters were allowed to take 
boarders, permission was given to increase the number of Exhibitions 
to four, not exceeding <£6() a year each, and they could be held by a 
bond fide student of some learned or scientific profession or of the fine 
arts, with a view to the professional practice thereof ; the Headmaster, 
with the approval of the Visitors, could, from time, to time appoint so 
many Assistant Masters as might he found necessary, and he also had 
the right to admit boys to the School instead of the Visitors as hitherto. 
The examination of the School by a Graduate or Graduates of one of 
the English Universities, a])pointed by the Governors, was to take 
place once instead of twice a year. The Masters and boys were 
to attend Divine Service in the Chapel, and the religious teaching was 
to be in accordance with the doctrines of the English Church as in 

(1). These fees were fixetl by the Visitors at £G yearly for the r)»per, and £2 for the Lower 
S<;hool. 
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times past, but no scholar was to be compelled to receive such 
instruction, or to attend the Chapel, whose Parents or next friends 
should declare in writing that they entertained conscientious objec- 
tions thereto. (^) The benefits of the Upper School were no longer 
restricted to boys from the three counties of Monmouth, Hereford, and 
Gloucester, but were extended to applicants from any part of England 
or Wales. The Lecturer, under the previous scheme, examined the 
School and reported, at Lady Day and Michaelmas, its general 
condition to the Haberdashers' Company. All interference on his 
pai*t was now altogether abolished. The Almspeople were to be 
elected by the Visitors, subject to their choice being confirmed by the 
Governors, and the Corporation were therefore deprived of a privelege 
they had exercised for more than two centuries. The Almspeople 
were jiUowed two tons of coal annually, an^ were given cloaks every 
alternate year, which they were required to wear with silver badges 
attached, and their pay was raised from eight to ten shillings a 
week. These were the most striking changes wrought by this scheme 
when compared with that of 1854, but there were other important 
alterations, which will be readily seen if the two be placed side by 
side. D 

Under the powers conferred by this scheme four new Masters were 
appointed, J. E. L. Nowers, B.A. (Oxon), W. M. Warlow, B.A. 
(Cantab.), who was in Holy Orders, the former for Classics and the 
latter for Mathematics, both having graduated in honours in their 
respective subjects. S. Barlet, of the University of Paris, was 
appointed for French and German, and F. A. Lane for Drawing. John 
Endell Powles, Solicitor, was appointed Secretary. In the foUo>ving 
year (1869) the number of boys in both Schools had increased to 190, 
and it was found necessary in January, 1 870, to increase the teaching 
staff by the appointment of John Polgreen to assist in the Lower 
School. A Drilling Master, who also acted as Porter, was engaged a,t 
one pound a week. 

The number of the pupils continued to increase after these changes 
wei'e made, and, now that the Masters were allowed to take boarders, 
there were many applications from people living at a distance, for ad- 

(1). A similar eons<'ience clause was in the previous scheme. 
(2). See appendices XVI, and XVII. 
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mission to their houses. A small section of the townspeople, however, 
was opposed to this latter concession, but, notwithstanding this, the 
provisions of the scheme were carried out. 

The Lower Master's house was very small and altogether unfitted 
for this new order of things. He was in consequence obliged to secure 
temporary accommodation for his boarders until something could be 
done. The Governors accordingly arranged with the Lecturer to give 
up his residence in 1870 for the use of the Lower Master, on condition 
that he was allowed £100 down for the expense of removal, and a 
similar amount annually, besides his stipend of £200, in order to pro- 
vide himself with a house elsewhere. 

At Midsummer of this year (1870) the number of pupils was over 
two hundred, and more accommodation was required, hence the three 
classrooms on the right of the corridor, with a small room for keeping 
drawing models, were built in 1871, with two others on the opposite 
side near the Schoolroom, one for the reception of people coming on 
business and for the meetings of the Visitors, the other for the use of 
the Porter. The windows of the former of these last mentioned were 
ornamented with stained glass on which was depicted various armorial 
bearings, and its erection necessitated the demolition of the Head- 
master's classroom erected in 1865. The total cost of these additions 
was £2,550. 

StiU upward was the progress of the School, and its most brilliant 
success was achieved in 1 872, when one of its pupils and Exhibitioners, 
a native of the Town, carried off the most coveted distinction in the 
University of Cambridge. llobert Rumsey Webb was "Senior 
Wrangler " and " First Smith's Prizeman "' in that year. To commem- 
orate this event his portrait was placed in the Schoolroom by subscrip- 
tion, through the exertion of the Headmaster, as an incentive to 
future Scholars to endeavour to follow in his steps. (') The Haber- 
dashers' Company made him a grant of £50 annually for three years 
after he had taken his degree, as a reward for the success he had 
obtained by his diligence and perseverance. They also established, for 
the future, a Scholarship of that amount for distinguished pupils of 
any of their Schools. 



(1). At the same time a silver claret jug and silver salver were presented to Mr. 
memorial of the great credit he had brought upon the Town and School. 



Webb as a 
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111 this year (1872) it was again found necessary to increase the 
teaching staff, and a second Classical Master (H. W. Peill, B.A., of 8. 
Catharine's College, Cambridge), was appointed, and at the same time 
(Lady Day) E, A. Eade, B.A., of Xew College, Oxford, succeeded Mr. 
Greenhow as Senior in the same department. Both of these were 
Second Class Honour men in the final examinations of their respective 
Universities. 

At the time when the original property was purchased in 1614, 
the boundary on the river side, according to the title deeds, was a 
lane which led from Wye Bridge to Weirhead Street. Between this 
lane and the river was a piece of ground, at that time not built on, 
whicli unfortunately was not secured for the purposes of the Charity. 
This was now occupied by houses belonging to four different owners, 
and it was the onlv side on which tlie Scliool premises could be 
extended. It was therefore desirable, in view of future contingencies, 
that this property should be purchased, and this was accordingly done 
in 1S72, at an outlay of <£'3,650. No use was, liowever, made of it 
for several years, but some of the houses were pulled down, the re- 
mainder were let, and the rents went towards increasing the income 
of the Charity. 

In 1 <S7o, 6 and 7, the School reached its highest point in numbers, 
viz. : 275 in the second of these years. Besides the Head and Second, 
three of the Assistant Masters, had boarding houses. The terms were 
very moderate, perhaps too much so. They ranged from 28 guineas 
for the Commercial up to 50 guineas for the Classical School, including 
the capitation fee. Several houses in the Town were also licensed by 
the Visitors, on certain conditions, for the reception of boys to attend 
the School. 

In l<s75 the School was examined by the liev. Dr. Griffitli, who 
had taken very high Classical and Mathematical Honours at Cam- 
bridge, and had been Principal of l^righton College. He concluded his 
lieport in these terms : 

'* With tlie good system of this School— the intelligent and painstaking 
teachinor of the Masters, and the example of the success of the most advanced 
Scholars, any boy of ordinary intelligence, if not wanting in himself, ought' 
to obtain an excellent education." 
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In 1875-6 the Chapel, that would only accommodate 160 persons, 
was enlarged to its present dimensions by taking in the Library, 
which occupied the place of the present Chancel. A handsome Labora- 
tory fitted up with every appliance, and a new Library, (*) which 
could be used as a Classroom, were also built, facing the backs of the 
Masters' houses, at a total cost of .£1,600. It may be remarked that, 
in the latter of these two years, Mr. John Curtis, who had been Clerk 
to the Worshipful Company of Haberdashers for a long period, and 
had taken great interest in the welfare of the School, retired into 
private life, and was succeeded by the present genial and hardwork- 
ing holder of this ancient and honourable office— Mr. J. Hamilton 
Townend. 

In 1878 very important additions and improvements were made to 
the Head and Lower (^) Masters' houses, which had been rebuilt on the 
old foundations in 1 782 and 1 778 respectively. They were of brick, 
and there was a space between the two so that they were detached. 
In 1878, just a century later, very extensive alterations were made. 
They were both faced with stone, the ground between the houses was 
filled in with buildings, and much was done to render them more 
attractive to boarders, at a total cost of £10,000. 

The next few years brought further successes at the Universities 
to former pupils of the School. The one was in the athletic line, for 
W. M. Warlow, Jun., in 1880, rowed four in the Cambridge Boat in 
the annual contest with Oxford; (^) the other was of a different char- 
acter, since G. W. Wade, a Scholar of Oriel, in the latter University, and 
also one of the School Exhibitioners, took a First in Moderations in 
1879, and a Second Class in Lit. Hum. in 1882. 

The next important change in the personnel of the officials of the 
Charity arose in consequence of the death of the Rev. J. D. Wather- 
ston, the Lecturer, at the comparatively early age of 62, in November, 
1881, after having held the appointment for nearly twenty-three 
years. As he had been previously Headmaster fourteen, his connection 



(1). Manv books have been added to the Library in modem times, but there are a large number 

of old volimies of considerable interest in the collection. In 1825 there were between 500 

and 600. 
f2). This had been the Lecturer's residence till 1870. 
(3). Besides this, a large proportion of boys from the School were Captains of their College Boat 

Clubs. This not only is an evidence that they were gpood oarsmen, but bears testimony to 

the social consideration in which they were held. 
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with Monmouth extended over thirty-seven years. Long as this 
period was, it had been exceeded on five previous occasions in the 
history of the Charity. Mr. Watherston was a good philologist, a 
well informed man, who had travelled much, and, moreover, had taken 
Mathematical Honours at Cambridge. He was a Clergyman of the 
type prevalent in the early years of the present reign, kindly and 
hospitable in private life. Under his management the School had 
-done useful work, and, when the scheme of 1854 came into operation, 
the Candidates for admission usually exceeded the vacancies, as the 
number of pupils was limited to one hundred. In the following March 
(1882) William Meyler Warlow, M.A., formerly a Scholar of Queens' 
College, Cambridge, who had, oddly enough, been connected with the 
School about the same length of time as his predecessor, was elected 
to the vacant office. 

At this period there were few departments in which the boys of 
the old School did not distinguish themselves. A large proportion of 
those who went to the Universities rowed in the boats and were 
^Captains of the Clubs in their respective Colleges. In football, C. H. 
Newman, of S. John's College, Cambridge, gained his blue by playing 
in the Oxford and Cambridge match in 1883, and a few years pre- 
viously (1881) the Old Monmouthians had defeated South Wales at 
Newport. In cricket, running, and hurdle races, putting the weight, 
boys educated at the School were well to the front. Tennis, swim- 
ming, indeed every form of athletics, were a great success. 

In literary matters, too, there was plenty of activity. In April, 
1882, appeared the first number of a School Magazine, called the 
" Monmothian," under the editorship of W. N. Uoseveare, the head 
boy. On his leaving for Cambridge in October, his brother, R. P. 
Ttoseveare, took up the work. The Magazine proved a success, and did 
great credit to the literary ability of the editors and the School. 

In politics, too, an important appointment feU to the lot of one 
who had been educated here, when A. E. Southall was elected to be 
Secretary of the National Conservative Association in 1886, on the 
recommendation of the Marquis of Salisbury. 

In Theology, Mathematics, Classics, Science, Law, Medicine, and 
Music, distinctions, some of a high rank, were gained, so there was not 
only the sanum corpus but also the sana mens. 
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Among the brilliant successes of this epoch scored by old pupils of 
the School may be mentioned a first class in Theology at Oxford in 
1884 by the Rev. George Lewis, who was already M.A. of London 
University, and also a similar distinction in 1886 by P. J. Shawcross. 
In this latter year, too, W. N. Roseveare was sixth Wrangler and first 
class in the Cambridge Mathematical Tripos. Besides these, several 
passed the examinations of the Military Colleges, the London and 
Edinburgh Hospitals, and in Law, with credit to themselves and to 
the place where they were educated. 

In 1883 died Henry Price, (*) a former pupil of the School and a 
native of the Town, who had been in business as a Draper in Bath. 
He had paid a visit to the home of his childhood a few years previously, 
and was so pleased with all he heard aad saw that he bequeathed a 
residuary legacy of .£876 1 6s. to found an exhibition to be given 
annually to a deserving boy educated at the School who was going to 
engage in business. This is worth .£26, and is called after the name 
of the donor. The first holder was John Davies. 

Allusion has already been made to the change in the times of the 
services in the Chapel in 1883. In the following year the system of 
terms was introduced, so as to bring the School into line with the 
other educational establishments of the country. 

In 1886 the Governors provided a beautiful organ for the Chapel, 
and the Lord Bishop of the Diocese came, on the occasion of the 
opening, and preached on Sunday, the 23rd of July, when the Master 
and Wardens of the Haberdashers' Company were present, and on the 
following Tuesday Mr. A. J. Eyre Organist at the Crystal Palace, gave 
a recital, which was largely attended. This was not the only 
embellishment bestowed on the Chapel. In 1890 four of the lights in 
the window over the altar and the tracery above were filled in by the 
Haberdashers' Company, with stained glass, depicting Scriptural sub- 
jects, two from the Old and two from the New Testament. The 
subjects of the former are " Jacob blessing the sons of Joseph," and 
" Eli and Samuel," the latter, " Simeon blessing the Infant Saviour," 
and " Christ in the Temple with the Doctors." The centre light, 
representing " Christ blessing little children," had been already filled 



(1). Henry Price was admitted into the School on the 4th of March, 1840. He was then ten 
years of age. 
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ill 1881 by the Headmaster, in memory of his eldest son, who died 
wlien head boy in the School in February 1879. 

The highly satisfactory state of things above mentioned continued 
for several years, and there were alwa3's worthy representatives at the 
two ancient Universities. (*) Tlie total number of Scholars, however, 
declined somewhat after 1878, very slightly in the Classical, but in a 
marked degree in the Commercial School. This will be clearl)- seen, 
if the attendance at the two be compared, during the twelve years 
beginning with 1874 and ending with 1885. ('^) Taking the average 
number of pupils in each department for the first six, and comparing 
it with the number in the last six of these years, it will be found that, 
while in the former period the Classical had 113 and the Commercial 
141, in the latter period the numbers were 105 and 102 respectively. 
More marked it is still when it is noted that in the last of these years 
(1885) the pupils in the Classical were only 11 less than the highest 
on record; in the Commercial it was as mucli as 68. The great fall in 
the numbers was then in the latter department. The Masters here 
were the same — conscientious, efficient, painstaking — and the boys, 
who had left, continued to do well in their business life. The decline 
in numbers was, in all probability, mainly due to two causes. In the 
first place, owing to the great depression in the agricultural districts, 
farmers and others who were dependent on the prosperity of the landed 
interest were much impoverished, and were unable to send their sons 
away to school. Secondly, increased facilities were given for obtain- 
ing a good commercial education in those parts of the country from 
which the suppl)' of pupils to Monmouth was drawn. These causes 
would largely affect the Lower, and in a much less degree the Upper, 
School. It was a very usual thing for parents to send their sons to 
these local schools, and then place them as boarders for about a year 
in one of the Master's houses, in order to " finish," and so go out into 
business with the recommendation of being Monmouth boys. 

In the Classical part the decrease was small, but in this case too 
the competition of higher grade Schools was very severe, especially 
as entrance Scholarships were offered, which entitled the successful 
Candidates to entirely free board and education. This had the effect 



(1). See appendix II. 

(2) See note II. at the end of the chapter. 
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of drawing off some of the cleverest boys from those Schools which 
had no such prizes to offer, and in consequence Monmouth suffered. 
The Headmaster pressed, and the Visitors applied to the Governors to 
provide similar attractions in order to place it in as favourable a 
position as its competitors for public favour. They also were desirous 
that a swimming bath should be provided, for occasionally, during a 
whole summer, the state of the water in the Wye was such, that the 
Masters were unwilling to run the risk of allowing the boys to bathe, 
except on very few occasions. 

The Governors, however, were unable to comply with this request 
without going to the Charity Commissioners, and accordingly in 
March (1888) the Hon. W. Bruce, Assistant Commissioner, paid a visit 
to the Town, and conferred with the Visitors in reference to a New 
Scheme which the body he represented had in view. It would be a 
very tedious process to enter into all the points which arose before 
this was finally settled. Like most public bodies, the Charity Com- 
missioners acted on the motto " festina lente," (^) and some years of 
uncertainty followed, to the great detriment of the School. The 
Visitors took great pains in the matter, and many of their suggestions 
were adopted. As early as February, 1888, the sanction of the 
Governors was given to a proposal that Mr. Roberts, who had held 
the office of Headmaster for nearly thirty years, should be allowed to 
retire on a pension. (") His CoUege, (S. John's, Cambridge), offered him 
the Rectory of Brinkley in June, 1889, and he accepted it, with the 
approval of the Haberdashers' Company, on the understanding that he 
was to be released at an early date from his duties at Monmouth. 
He, in consequence, a year afterwards (1890) removed his family and 
gave up his boarding house, but still the Charity Commissioners 
delayed, and he was asked to continue in charge of the School, for it 
was not thought advisable to appoint another Headmaster until the 
terms of the New Scheme were finally settled (June, 1891). (') 

This unsatisfactory state of things lasted for about two years. 
The same staff of Masters continued the work, with some excep- 
tions. Mr. Ellis, who was a Second Class in lit. Hum. at Oxford, 



(1). In English, '* hasten slowly." 
(2). £500 a year. 

(3). In June, 1893, the Master and Fellows of S. John's College, Cambridge, offered Mr. Roberts 
the Rectory of Aldridge, in Staffordshire, which he accepted, and now holds. 
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and had been, appointed in 1886, accepted a, Maaterahip in DoJwich 
School in 1890, and no successor was appointed. Mr. Pitt, who had 
been a Master since 1853, retired on a penBion,(') secured to him in 
consequence of hia long and faithful service, and failing health, at the 
end of the Spring term (1891), and gave up his boarding house. Mr. 
Robert Earle, who had been Writing and Arithmetic Master since 
1862, was also deservedly provided for,(') and left at the end of the 
Summer term. 

The new governing body was appointed, and, in accordance with 
the New Scheme, was summoned to meet for the first time at the 
School, on Wednesday the 10th of June, 1891, by the Master of the 
Haberdashers' Company. The full compliment of Govemors waa 
■eventeen, and all, with one exception, were present on the occasion. 
Mr. G. G. Griffin, who had for four years been Chairman of the 
Visitors, in succession to Archdeacon Crawley, was, on the proposition 
of Mr, H. W. Carter, the Master of the Haberdashers' Company, 
elected to the same position in the new Governing Body. The New ■ 
Scheme also directed that a Girls' High School should be established, 
and that four ladies were to be added for the better management 
thereof, Mr. Arthur Vizard, Solicitor, was unanimously appointed 
Clerk. 

The next meeting was held on Monday, the 27th of July, when the 
Master of the Haberdashers' Compan}' again attended, accompanied by 
Mr, T. Townend, Senior Warden, Sir F. W. Truscott, Mr. A. Slater, 
and Mr, E. 8. Tudor, members of the Court. The reports of the Itev. 
D. J. Davies, the Examiner, and Mr. F. Droege, of Cheltenham 
College, who assisted by taking the French and Grerraan, were read, 
and also that of the Bev. C. M. Roberta, who now closed his long con- 
nection of thirty-two years with the School, 

On the following day (Tuesday) the appointment of a new Head- 
master took place. From six selected Candidates, out of ninety 
applicants, the choice of the Governors, by ballot, fell on Edward 
Hugh Culloy, M.A., Headmaster of the Royal Institution School, 
Liverpool. Mr. UnUey was formerly First Open Scholar of Balliol 
College, Oxford, was a Double First in Moderations (1881), and First 
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Class in the final School of Mathematics (1883). He also had very 
high testimonials to his character and worth, among them being those 
from the Lord Bishop of Chester (Dr. Jayne), and the Rev. Professor 
Jowett, Master of Balliol. Before going to Liverpool, Mr. Culley had 
been, for five years, on the staff of S. David's College, Lampeter, first 
as Lecturer in Mathematics and Classics, then as Professor of pure 
Mathematics, Choragus, and Dean of the nevsr buildings. The old 
fitate of things passed away, and the School was re-opened on Tuesday 
the •22nd of September, under the new management. 

The period that now came to an end was a very eventful one in 
the history of the Charity. The School had risen from being a mere 
local institution to one of a world wide reputation. Scattered 
throughout the length and breadth of the mighty empire of Britain 
are to be found those, who owe their success in life largely to the 
religious and secular training they received at the Monmouth School. 
Its former pupils are to be found in positions of imporbance and trust, 
conscientiously, successfully, doing their work in Church and State, 
taking their part in promoting the well-being of their feUowmen, 
helping to advance and consolidate the noble inheritance which has 
fallen to the lot of the British race. With the greater advantages now 
offered, the School may be expected to rise to a still higher place in 
reputation and usefulness, during the new life on which it has entered. 
At the same time, if this epoch in its history, which was now closed, 
be compared with those that have gone before, during its long life of 
nearly three hundred years, it may be safely asserted, that, taking all 
things into consideration, none can equal it in the brilliant results 
which have been achieved, (^) and it may therefore, with this limita- 
tion, not be out of place to speak of it as the "golden age" of the 
School. 



NOTE I. 
The following is a list of the Visitors in June, 1891 : — 



Date of 
Election. 



1868. 1 Rev. Edward Machen, Eastbacb Court, Coleford. 
1861. 2 George Griffin Griffia, Esq., formerlv Tyler, elected Chairman (1886) 
in place of Archdn. Crawley. 

(1). See appendix ii. 
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1862. 3 Col. James Davies, The Garth, Monmouth. 
1868. 4 John Allan Rolls, Esq., The Hendre, Monmouth. 
1874. 5 Charles Thomas Palmer, Esq., Newland, Coleford. 

1880. 6 Rev. Wentworth Watson, S. Mary's Vicarage, Monmouth. 

1881. 7 Rev. John Taylor Harding, Rockfield, Monmouth. 
1883. 8 John Murray Bannerman, Esq., The Leys, Monmouth. 
1883. 9 S. Courthope Bosanquet, Esq., Dingestow Court, Monmouth. 

1886. 10 Lord Raglan, Cefntilla Court, Usk. 

1887. 11 Col. Colls, Dixton, Monmouth. 

1889. 12 Sir Henry Mather Jackson, Bart., Llantillio Court, Abergavenny. 



1. Graduate (1840) Ex. Coll., Ox., first elected 1858, resigned in 1874 ; 

again elected 1887, and continued a Visitor till his death (1893). 

2. Graduate (1851) Christ Church, Ox.. 2nd CI. in Lit. Hum. 
4. Afterwards Lord Llangattock. 

6. Graduate (1869) Christ Church, Oxford. 

7. Graduate (1857) Mert. Coll., Ox., afterwards a Canon of Llandaff. 

9. Graduate (1854) Christ Church, Ox., 2nd CI. in Lit. Hum., and Senior 

Math : Scholar of the University (1855). 
12. Graduate (1878) Trin. Coll., Cambridge. 



The following have also been Visitors : — 
1867-83. John Maurice Herbert, Esq.,(i) Rocklands (County Court Judge). 
1872-84. Lord Raglan, ( i ) father of the present Lord Raglan. 
1872-87. John Endell Powles, Esq., (i ) Leasbrook, Monmouth. 
1872-81. Rev. William Holt Beevor, ( 2 ) Pencraig Court, Ross. 
1876-80. Rev. Sidney Phillips, (2) S. Mary Vicarage. 
1884-86. General Somerset, ( i ) Troy House. 
1887-89. Rev. William Smith, ( 2 ) Newland Vicarage. 



NOTE II. 

Statement of Candidates and Admissions, the number of boys in the 
School being limited to 100. 

When the number of Candidates is not stated the applications for 
admission did not exceed the vacancies. 

(1). OflBce vacated by death. 

(2). OflBce vacated by removal from the neighbourhood. See appendix VII. 
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March. 


June. 


Sept. 


Dec. 


Total 
Admitted. 


Total 
Candidates. (1) 


1859. 


Candidates 












35 




Admissions 


8 


6 


10 


9 


35 




1860. 


C. 




15 


14 






29 




A. 


11 


4 


4 


7 


26 




1861, 


C. 


20 




16 


9 




45 




A. 


9 


10 


10 


5 


34 




1862. 


C. 


14 


12 


17 


22 




66 




A. 


6 


6 


8 


6 


26 




1863. 


C. 


28 


25 


14 


18 




85 




A. 


11 


5 


4 


6 


26 




1864. 


C. 


25 


22 


17 


15 




79 




A. 


9 


8 


12 


4 


33 




1865. 


C. 


19 


26 


28 


27 




99 




A. 


6 


4 


2 


11 


23 




1866. 


C. 


17 


20 


15 


2^ 




76 




A. 


7 


12 


4 


8 


31 




1867. 


C. 


23 


43 


27 


33 




126 




A. 


5 


6 


3 


4 


18 




1868. 


C. 


43 


49 








92 




A. 


5 


9 






14 


Half Year, 



SCHOOL THROWN OPEN TO ALL SUITABLE APPLICANTS, 

Total Number of Boys in both Schools. 

Midsum'r Classical Commercial Total 



Midsummer 
1869 


Classical 
55 


Commercial 
96 


Total 
141 


1870 


88 


120 


208 


1871 


110 


125 


236 


1872 


111 


123 


234 


1873 


111 


126 


237 


1874 


123 


130 


253 


1875 


121 


141 


262 


1876 


117 


158 


275 


1877 


116 


168 


274 


1878 


99 


142 


241 


1879 


105 


119 


224 


1880 


108 


109 


217 


1881 


96 


101 


197 


1882 


110 


102 


212 


1883 


106 


103 


209 


1884 


100 


106 


205 



1885 


112 


90 


202 


1886 


114 


103 


207 


1887 


93 


102 


195 


1888 


81 


100 


181 


1889 


70 


95 


165 


1890 


50 


96 


146 


1891 


43 


86 


129 



Note.— The Headmaster, (Rev. C. 
M. Roberts), resigned in 
February, 1888, and con- 
tinued his services for over 
three years while the New 
Scheme by the Charity Com- 
missioners was being pre- 
pared. In 1891 both the 
Head and Second Masters* 
Boarding houses were c] osed . 



(1). It must be borne in mind that the same boys would very frequently be Candidates one or 
more times. 
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NOTE III. 

ASSISTANT MASTBB8.— 1868-91. 
1868 CLASSICAL. 

Oct. to Christmas. James Edward Lawrence Nowers, 2nd CI. Mods. (1862), 

B.A. (1864), 2nd CI. in Lit. Hum., Wadham College, 
Oxford, appointed Headmaster of Batley Grammar 
School. Took Holy Orders. 

1869-72. Edward Greenhow, 3rd CI. Mods. (1865), B.A. (1867), 2nd CI. in Lit. 

Hum., Lincoln Coll., Oxford. Took Holy Orders, after- 
wards Vicar of Earsdon, Newcastle-on-Tyne. (Died in 
1891). 

1872 (Lady Day) to ^ Edward Arthur Eade, 2nd CI. Mods. (1868), B.A. (1871)^ 
Christmas, 1873. J 2nd CI. in Lit. Hum., New Coll., Oxford, left for a 

Mastership in King's Coll. School. 

1872 (Lady Day) to ^ Henry W. Peill, B.A. (1872), 2nd CI. Classical Tripos, 
Christmas, 1891. J S. Catharine's Coll., Cambridge. 

1875-81. William Adams. (Died in 1881). 

1886-90. Frederick John Ellis, 2nd CI. Mods. (1880), B.A. (1882). 2nd CI. in 

Lit. Hum., Trinity Coll., Oxford, left for a Mastership in 
Dulwich College. 

1887-92. Alfred Edward Clarke, B.A. (1887), S. Catharine's Coll., Cambridge. 

Ordained by the Bishop of Llandaff, Deacon 1888, Priest 
1889. 



MATHEMATICAL. 

1868-82. William Meyler Warlow, B.A. (1857), Jun. Opt., Queens' Coll., 

Cambridge. In Holy Orders. Priest 1862, by Bishop- 

of Peterborough. 
1882-85. John Charles Adams, B.A., (1876), Downing Coll., Cambridge. 

Ordained by the Bishop of Llandaff, Deacon 1883,, 

Priest 1884. 
1886-91. John Frederick Tye, B.A., (1879), University Coll., London. 

COMMERCIAL OB LOWER SCHOOL. 

1863-91. William Pitt, died in 1895. 
1868-95. William Roseveare, died in 1895. 

1870-97. John Polgreen, London University, (Matri. and 1st B.A.), died in 

1897. 



FRENCH AND GERMAN. 



1868-70. Stephane Barlet. ( i ) 

1870 (Mid.) to 1871 (Mid.) 0. Ramdohr. 

1871 (Mid.) to Christmas. Stephane Barlet. ( 2 ) 



(1). See list of Examiners, appendix i. 

(2). Mons. Barlet was absent one year in consequence of the Franco^erman War. He Joined 
the Oarde Mobile. 



The Modern History of the Monmouth Charity. 261 



1872. J. Lacroix. 

1873-76. M. Roitel. 

1876-78 (Mid'.) H. Marner, afterwards foreign Master at Westward Ho ! 

1878-9 Edward Hirsch. 

1878 (Mid'.) Jules A. ChoUet, B-es-Lettres, Acad^mie of Neuchatel. 



DBA WING. 

1868-72. F. A. Lane. 
1673-97. J. T. Lyons. 



SCIBNCB. 

1873-74 (Mich.) Edward H. Jones. 

1874-79 R. H. Ridout. 

1880-81 (Mich.) T. H. D. La Touche, B.A. (1879), 2nd CI. Nat. Sci. Tripos, 

S. John's Coll., Cambridge. 
1881 (Mich, to Christ.) Carl Von Buch, B.A.,F.C.S., appointed Science Master 

at Oxford Military College. 
1882-97 (Christmas) John Frederick Tye, B.A. (1879), University Coll., 

London. Acted also as Mathematical Master from 1886 

to 1891. 



Common to both Schools. 

WRITING AND ARITHMETIC. 

1829-61 John Hyam. 

1862 (Jan. to June) J. Edwards. 
1862 (Mid.)-91 Robert Earle. 



NOTE. IV. 

BOARDING HOUSES (1876). 

Classical School. 
"Capitation Fee of 30s. per quarter paid in advance. 



Head Master's House ( i ) 
Lower Master's „ ('-^ ) 

Rev. W. M. Warlow's „ (3) 
Mr. Roseveare's „ ( 4 ) 

Mr. Polgreen's „ {^) 



Under 12 years 
of «re. 


Over 12 years 
of age. 


45 guineas. 


60 


guineas. 


32 „ 


36 


}f 


40 „ 


45 


»» 


32 „ 


36 


»» 


32 „ 


36 


f4 



(1). The Head Master gave up his boarding house at the end of the summer term, 1890 ; 

(2). The Lower Master at the end of the Spring term, 1891 ; 

(8). The Rev, W. M. Warlow on being appointed Lecturer, at the end of the spring term, 1882. 

(4). Mr. Roseveare rented Hardwick House, Monnow Street, for many years. On the retire- 
ment of Mr. Roberts he was allowed the house then vacated, for which, however, he jmid a 
rent. This he resigned at Christmas, 1894. and the house, with the boarders, was assigned 
to Mr. Entwistle. The Governors allowed Mr. Roseveare a retiring pension, but he died 
on the 25th of January, 1895. 

(5). Mr. Polgreen rented Somerset House for some years, but gave up taking boarders and 
went to live out of the Town. He, however, again received boarders after Christmas, 1890. 
and rented, for the purpose, a house in S. Mary Street. This he continued to occupy till 
his death, towards the end of 1897, at the early age of forty-seven. 
The number of boarders in the five houses in 1875 was about one hundred. 




Iiower Master's House 2S (tuineus. 32 i;[uineaB. 

Mr. RoaeveBre's „ ^8 ., 32 

Mr. I'olgreen's „ 28 „ 32 ,. 

cliargHS for French, German or Drawing. 
Dancing is tauglit to boarders at one guinea per quarter. Music is ulso 
ch urged m 

There will be no otlier payment- of iinj kiiiii in an)' of the Mastera' 
Houses, except for books nni! jienfOiiitl expenses ; and the terms for boarders 
include tliB payment of tht) Cupitation Fee nnd for Waahing." 





The Netdand Charity. 





Lecturers:— ha^vence Potts— 1615-27 ; Peter Symonils— 1627-5'2: Samuet 
Fa wee tt— 1652. 



tT is impossible, at this distance of time, to state for certain tlie 
.^^ , motives wliicli ledWiUiam Jones to sbow so marked a preference 
for MonmoTith over Newland when iie determined on bestowing his 
favours on both places. The question has been discusHed in a previous 
chapter. (') 

The Founder, before lie died, had not only procured letters patent, 
aathorising; the establishment of the former Charity, but he had also 
advanced eight out of the nine thousand pounds which he proposed to 
give in order to carry out his benevolent intentions. The Almahouses 
were built and eighteen were occupied, two being left vacant at his 
request, which he intended to fill when he returned from Hamburgh, 
and visit-ed his native place. The estate at Hatcham Barnes was 
bought, the Schoolroom, the Lecturer's and Headmaster's houses were 
in process of erection, when he was called away from his work on 
earth while sojourning in a foreign land. Besides this, he had 
apfjointed a Lecturer, Mr. John Hughes, who was afterwards removed 
in order to make room for Mr. Itichard Sedgwick, under circumstances 
which have been alieady related. (") There can he no reasonable doubt 
but that the scale of remuneration allotted to the Officers of the 
Charity in the Statutes drawn up in 1616, as well as the pay of the 
Almspeople, was in accordance with the wishes of William Jones 
himself. 



(1). Thi 



Iwid, the Rev. W Bigniji- 
<2). S« clujiter IV. 






SilT/nd 



.abllgatloDt 



iBure 



□t Lecturer r>f K«w- 
D baa given hiio. 
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For Newland nothing had been so far done, but it is worthy of 
notice that the clause in the Will, giving five thousand pounds for 
the Charity there, immediately follows the one referring to Monmouth, 
and both occur at the beginning of this lengthy document. The only 
one preceding is the bequest to his nearest relatives, the two sons of 
his brother Charles. This part of the Will must have been drawn up 
not less than six months before it was executed, (') and therefore it 
may be reasonably concluded that, if his life had been spared, he 
would have gone on with the good work at Newland after he had 
finished at Monmouth. 

The Will was proved on 6th of October, 1615, and the money was^ 
paid by the executors to the Haberdashers' Companj'^ before the 25th 
of the following month. 

It must have been thought that the place of Lecturer at Xewland 
would be a very desirable piece of preferment, for without loss of time, 
an eager candidate was early in the field. On the first of the previous 
March, within a couple of months of the death of William Jones, and 
before anything could be done to carry out the intention of the 
bequest (for the money was not yet paid), " S'r James Lancaster, Kt, 
was an earnest suitor to this Court in the behalfe of Mr. Gregorie,. 
precher of the Word of God, for the place of precher in Xewland in the 
nominacon of this Company ; but, since the business concerning that 
place are not yet settled, the sute was not granted, but, when the said 
place shalbe thought fit to be granted, he shall be remembered among 
the other sutors." So Mr. Gregorie gob nothing by being in so great 
a hurry to come forward. 

The Haberdashers' Companj', however, lost no time in preparing to 
carry out the trust laid upon them, and so, on the 15th of June, it was 
ordered, " fFor the more readier p'rforming of the buildinge to be made 
in Newland, that Mr. Daveis and Basill Nicoll, at theire being in 
Monmoth this sommer about the oversight and ordering of the build- 
inge there, shall make pr'vision of a convenient place or places whereon 
to build a house for the precher and of a certen (^) number of Alms- 
houses, according to the mynd and will of Mr. Jones deceased." 



(1) See chapter V. and appendix XI. 

(2). Apparently the number of houses to be built was not yet settled. 
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No doubt the members of the Court were pestered with applicants 
for this desirable piece of preferment, as things were at that time, 
otherwise it is difficult to see what hurry there need be in filling an 
appointment which had no actual existence. Anyhow, a few days 
later (18 June, 1615), *' after reading of the severall peticons and 
letters directed to this Company for and on the behalf e of Mr. John 
Hughes, late Mr. Jones his precher at Monmoth, Mr. Lawrance Potts, 
late precher to the Merchant Adventurers in Midleboroughe, Q) Mr. 
Oregorie precher of God's Word, and by Mr. Griffyn of King's Colledg 
in Cambridg, Bachelor in Divinitie, for the place of precher of the 
Word of God in the Towne of Newland, in the Countie of Glouc'r, in 
the nominacon of this Company by the appointment of Mr. Wm Jones 
deceased ; This Court did elect and chuse the said Mr. Lawrans Potts 
to the said place of precher there, to be held and enjoied by him with 
the stipend thereto to be appointed under and according to such 
ordinances and rules as shalbe made and sett downe by this Company 
ooncerning that place." There was no direct promise as to the amount 
of pay, but it was no doubt well known what the Monmouth Lecturer 
was receiving, and the natural conclusion was, that this appointment 
would be worth the same amount, and it was afterwards so arranged. 

Early in the following year (1616) the land had been purchased, (*) 
and, as soon as the work was completed at Monmouth, the buildings 
-at Newland were commenced, for, on the 4th of March, it was ordered 
by the Court "that the Wardens shall from tyme to tyme delyver to 
Basill NichoU such somes of money out of the money in the treasurie 
receaved of Mr. Jones his Ex'ors for the charitable work at Newland, 
as the said Basill Xicholl shall from tyme to tyme have occasion to 
disburse, for the doing of the said works, to whom this Court have 
remitted the care of p'rformance thereof." 

The buildings were completed in the following year, (^) and on the 
26th of February (1617), Mr. Basill Xicholl was ordered, "with con- 
venient speed, to take his journey to Xewland for the fynishing of the 



(1). Now spelt Middelburg, capital of the Dutch province of Zealand, at that time one of the 

leading mercantile cities of the United Provinces. 
(2). Stated to consist of " a messuage, yards, gardens, &c., and a close adjoining, containinff 

two acres." It is called seven acres in the Statutes of 1655. Its present measuranent 

makes it five acres in all. 
<3). Although the number of Almshouses erected is not given, there is no doubt there were 

sixteen houses and gardens. See note III. at the end of the chapter. 
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buildings there, and to him this Court have given authoritie to take 
view of the pore people in that parish, and out of them to nominate 
and choose such a number to be relieved in the hospitall there built, 
as upon his casting up of the accounts of the disbursements about the 
building there, he shall find mayl^be relieved by land to be purchased 
with the remainder of the money given by Mr. Jones for that purpose,^ 
after the charge about these buildings there shalbe defrayed." 

In the summer of 1617 Richard Sedgwick accepted the charge of a 
congregation at Wapping, London, where a new Chapel had been 
erected, and resigned the Lectureship at Monmouth. The Company 
thought of giving Mr. Lawrence Potts the opportunity of taking up 
the work there. On hearing of this he had an interview with the 
Court (23rd of July), and declared his unwillingness to leave Newland • 
They assured him that they had no intention of removing him to 
Monmouth " against his owne will and good liking," and ordered that 
he should "still remain" where he was formerly placed, and "that a 
letter signifieing so much shalbe written by the M'r and Wardens unto 
S'r Will'm Throckmorton, (^) Mr. Wyntour, and the rest of the 
p'rishioners there." 

In the following month three members of the Court of Assistants, 
Mr. Clarke, Mr. Parker, and Mr. Acourt, visited Monmouth and 
Newland, a.t the charge of the Company, "to view and see the 
buildings made there for the charitable work of Mr. Will'm Jones, 
deceased," so that they may be well assured that the trust reposed in 
them is faithfully performed by those who were "entrusted with the 
performance thereof." This Deputation was also asked to "examine 
and enquire of the state, qualitie, condicon and behaviour of the 
Almespeople" in Newland, and to reform aU the disorders in these 
things according to their discrecon, or otherwise to make report 
thereof," that " some speedie order may be taken for redress therein." (*) 

On the 7th of October a highly favourable report was presented at 
the meeting of the Court. It must then have been very annoying to 
find that, notwithstanding all the trouble they had taken, the people 
of Newland were dissatisfied with what had been done. Yet such was 

(1). Of Clearwell. Throckmorton Trotman, who left a large sum of money for various chari- 
table purposes, m trust to the Haberdashers' Company, was a native of Gam, in Glouces- 
tershire, andprobably a member of the same family. 

(2). See chapter Vl. 
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tho caBB, for on the lith of the following month a letter was read to 
the Court from some of the parishioaers, "obiecting dyvers things 
against the building of the hoapitall and preacher's house, and chal- 
lenging to themaelveB the nom'ation of the pore and preacher to be 
placed there, and also the disposicon of the moncyes for purchase of 
lande for their yearlie mayntenance-" Sir William Throckmorton and 
Mr. Thomaa Hall, who brought it, were also present on the occasion. 
A long discussion followed, and no doubt explanations were given. 
Eventually, the former of these two gentlemen ezpresaed himself as 
"fullie satisfied in all the points alleged, and gave to the Company 
■great thanks for their labour, care, and paynea, in p'rtormance of 
those works in Newland, entreating and p'rsuading them, notwith- 
standing the challenge and clayme by the p'rishioaers in their aayd 
letter, of the nominaoon of the pore and preacher and disposicon of tha 
money for the purchase of the lande, That the Company would go on 
therein, as they have begun, and proceed in the procuring to them- 
selves of the license of mortmain and purchasing of lande for the 
maynt-eaauce of those works, as they were formerly purposed." 

Notwithstanding this opinion of so high an authority as Sir William 
'Throckmorton, the Newland people do not seem to have been fully 
satisfied, and so the Company thought it more prudent to defer taking 
any further steps for placing the trust in a permanent legal position. 
After waiting two years, at a Court held on Monday the lat of 
February, 1619, Mr. Sicoll (the Clerk) presented his accounts for 
receipts and payments on account of Monmouth and Newlaud, and a 
Committee was appointed to audit them. "And it was further 
ordered, that a letter under the hands of the M'r and Wardens shalbe 
directed to the gentlemen and inhabitant-s of the towne of Newland, 
signifieing unto them that, upon theire claim of having the nominacon 
of preacher and pore, and also the disposicon of the money for pur- 
chase of landes for their mayntenance to belong to them by the will 
of Mr. Jones, This Companie hitherto have forborne to make anie 
purchase of landea for these uses, as then they weare about expecting, 
that tlie sayd p'rishioners had entended some legall course for deter- 
minacon of that difference. And that, since tbey have not taken anie 
such course, Therefore this Court, according to the trust Mr, Jonea 
reposed in them, are purposed speedilie to lay out the same money in 
the purchase of lande as formerlie they entended." 
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The dispute between the Company and the parishioners of Newland 
seems to have come to an end, but still all cause of dissatisfaction was 
not removed. The Lecturer, Mr. Potts, was very unpopular, and they 
wrote to ask for him to be removed. This letter was read to the 
Court on the 9th of May (1620), but, " for that no p'rticular matter 
or fault was therein laid to his charge," they " saw noe cause as yet to 
satisfie the desire of the said parishioners," and a reply was ordered to 
be sent to that effect. 

As Mr. Potts had formerly been chosen " preacher to the Merchant 
Adventurers in Midleboroughe," he was no doubt a man of some 
ability, but with strong Puritan sympathies, and therefore by no means 
acceptable to the people of Newland. This appointment had probably 
something to do with the opposition raised against the administration 
of the Charity by the Haberdashers' Company. 

The letters patent for the establishment of this Charity are dated 
the 20th of July, 1620, and are similar in their provisions to those for 
Monmouth, but the value of the land to be applied for the purpose was 
not to exceed £200 a year. The two manors of Caldecott and Puttocks 
Hardwick, near S. Neots, Huntingdonshire, were purchased of Sir 
Oliver Luke under date the 6th of October, 1622, (^) the particulars of 
which have been already related. 

Although Mr. Potts had declared his unwillingness, some five or six 
years before, to leave Newland, the people of the place do not seem to 
have reciprocated this feeling of affection, for they did all they could 
to get rid of him, and he does not appear to have had what is popularly 
termed a bed of roses there whereon to recline ; indeed, to put it 
mildly, they seem to have done their level best to make him exceed- 
ingly uncomfortable. In February (1623) it was ordered that a 
Deputation from the Company should visit the place and do what they 
<;ould "to settle the business of the preacher and Hospitall." Whether 
this order was carried out or not does not appear, but in the following 
May another attempt was made to supersede him, and Dr. Hughes (^) 
attended the Court held on 9th of that month, and " alleaged that hee 
had preached in Newland for this last quarter from Christmas to Our 
Ladie dale and therefore demanded the quarter's stipend due at our 

(1). See chapter V. for full particulars. 

(2). This may have been the Rev. John Hughes, who had once been Lecturer at Monmouth. 
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Ladie dale, to whom this Court gave answere, that they had Till 
years since granted the said lecture to Mr. Potts, whoe they doubt not 
waa and ia readie and willing to p'riorme the dutie therein, to whome 
they have ever since paid the stipend for the said lecture, And that 
they could not displace the said Mr. Potts thenc* tor anie cause yett 
knowne to this Court." No reaaon ia given aa to why the Lecturer had 
not done his own work. It may have been owing to illness, but it ia 
evident from the minute that the object of this visit t-o the Court was 
by no means due to any kindly feeling towards Mr. Pofcts. 

Nothing more is heard of Mr. Potts for the next four years, and 
then he, poor man! went out of reach of all annoyance and trouble to 
the pla*e where the weary are at rest, for on the 17th of April, 1627, 
it is recorded that in consequence of his death, " Mr. Peter Symonda, 
M'r of Arts," was appointed " preacher of the Word of God " in the 
parish of Newland. 

This second selection does not seem to have been an nnqualified 
Buocess. In this case, however, it was not the parishioners but the bishop 
of the dioceae. Dr. Godfrey Goodman, of Gloucester, who interfered, and 
claimed the right of nomination to himself. Mr. Symonds was there- 
fore excused going to Newland till the point in dispute was settled. 
This was not done till May in the foUowing year (1628), when the 
question was referred to Mr. Justice Croofce and £aron Trevor, and a 
Committee of the Court was appointed to attend. The decision was in 
favour of the Company's right, and accordingly the Bishop had t« put 
up with Peter Symonds, who appears to have held similar views to bis 
predecessor, and was clearly not an acceptable person to the ruler of 
the diocese. 

The different disputes, which had hampered the action of the 
Governors for so many years, from the foundation of the Charity, now 
came to an end, and quietness, if not contentment, reigned supreme ; 
but the days were coming when a season of great tribulation would 
fall on the fair land of Britain, and brother fought with brother in the 
great civil war. Mr. Symonds found his position so intolerable, if not 
unsafe, at Newland in consequence of hia religions and political opin- 
ions, (') that he left his home in 1643 and took refuge with his family 
in London. 
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After three years' residence in the metropolis, in the spring of 1646, 
when the Royalist cause was hopelessly lost, the Court that met on the 
19th of March took his case into consideration, and came to the 
following decision : — 

" Whereas, Mr. Symonds, preacher of Newland, hath been absent from 
that place now about three yeeres by reason of the troubles that have bin in 
that country, This Court doe think fltt, and doe order, that he shall 
repaire to his charge between this and Midsomday next, and that the 
quarter's stipend, for the preachnr there, due at Xmas last, and that which 
wilbe due at our Lady Day next, shalbe paid unto him (abating thereout his 
ratable pr'porcon of the taxes which are or shalbe laied upon the land, ( i ) 
out of which the said stipend is payable in an equall proporcon). And 
likewise an equall proporcon of XV^ which is by this Court abated to 
William Ratley, Tenn't of part of the said lands, out of the rent he now oweth, 
in regard of his great charge, and in billeting of souldiers, and otherwi8e."( 2 ) 

Time went on, but Mr. Symonds was by no means in a hurry to 
obey the order of the Court, and in June, a Mr. Page applied to the 
Company "for allowance for his paynes in executing the preacher's 
place in Newland for some time in the absence of Mr. Symonds/*' The 
consideration of this was deferred till the 10th of July, when the 
Lecturer applied in person for the quarter's stipend due at Midsummer. 
The Court do not seem to have placed very great reliance on the 
integrity of his character, for they told him that, "If he did forthwith 
goe down to his charge with a purpose to reside there, as it was here- 
tofore ordered (and at the same time by him promised), and then give 
such satisfaccon to Mr. Page for his half yere's paynes, soe as the said 
Mr. Page will send a letter to this Company to intimate to them that 
Mr. Symonds hath fully and to his content satisfied him for his paynes. 
Then Mr. Symonds shall receave his money that is now due, as he 
hath formerly." 

The condition, so far as Mr. Page was concerned, seems to have 
been fulfilled, but the Lecturer still lingered in London. Pighting was 
still going on in the neighbourhood of Monmouth, for it was not till 
the 19th of August in this year (1646) that Raglan Castle was sur- 
rendered to the Parliamentarian General, Sir Thomas Fairfax, and the 
war concluded in these parts. This may have been one of the 



(1). In Huntingdonshire. 

(2). Mr. Gough, the Usher at Monmouth, who was a Royalist, had thought it advisable to leave 
the Town when it was captured in October, 1645, by Col. Morgan, for the Parliament. 
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reasons ; want of means may have been another. On the 27t!i of the 
following Noyember lie again applied in person to the Court, stating 
that he intended forthwith to carrj" hia wife and fainilj' to Newland, 
and "humbly desired that money, which wilhc due unto him at 
Christmas next, may be paid now." The request wa:8 granted, and 
Oliver Hutchinson (the Clerk) was ordered to pay the same. 

After the hitter trials Mr. Symonds had esperienced, it might be 
thonght that, on his return to his home, he would have been only too 
glad to do his work in poace and quietness. He and the Viear, 
however, did not work well together, and so he attempted to get all 
into his own hands. In November of the following year (1647) the 
Court waa informed, by a letter from "Dr. Hewes (Hughes'?), Viccar 
of Newland, that Mr. Symonds, Lecturer there, in about to obteyiie a 
sequestraoon of the Viccaridg from Dr. Hewes and aioyniug the same 
to his owne place of Lecturer, This Court have ordered that a letter 
be writt to Mr. Symonds, letting him know. That it is not this Com- 
panies desire the plac« of Vicar should he conferred upon him, nor do 
they beleave, if the guift of the Viccaridge were in their owne dispos- 
ing, it would be conferred upon Mr. Symonds soe long as he continues 
Lecturer there," 

This was a well-deserved snub, and the Haberdashers' Company 
would take no part in anything of the kind. Nothing redounds more 
to their credit than the impartial and generous way in which they 
treated those who suffered, on both sides, in this tuihappy conflict. 
They did not allow political or rehgjous opinions to interfere with 
their sense of justice and mercy. (') What the law absolutely required 
of them they did, but, in more than one election to the ofttce of 
Lecturer, they dared to disregard the recommendation even of the 
Lord Protector himself. If the Dr. Hewes mentioned in the foregoing 
minute were the same aa the Dr. Hughes —and it almost certainly 
was — who applied tor payment when he took the Lecturer's duty at 
Newland, then it waa, probably, in addition to other motives, a mean 
attempt to get change out of him for so doing. 

The Lecturer does not seem to have had any control over the 
Almspeople, for in July, 154S, a letter was read at the Court from Hr. 

(1). 8eei*iipt«VlIl. 
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Symonds, which was addressed to Mr. Oliver Hutchinson (the Clerk), 
** wherein he complaynes of the great disorders" among them, and it 
was ordered in reply, that two letters be immediately written there, 
one to the Lecturer, and the other to Mr. Mason, the Company's 
agent, directing them to visit the Almshouses, and inform the Govern- 
ors "in what condicon they find them." It is to be hoped that after 
all this trouble everything was put in very good order indeed. These 
difficulties are certainly got over much more easily and quickly in 
modern times. 

A few more years passed away, and apparently peace and brotherly 
love prevailed in the little village, and no further worries or strife 
marred the closing scenes of a troubled life. In May, 1652, the 
Lecturer was called away from his work to give an account of his 
stewardship to the Master whose judgment is ever merciful. On the 
25th of that month a letter was read at the Court from Mrs. Symonds, 
"wherein shee humbly desired that shee might have the quarter's 
stipend wch would have become due to her husband at Midsomer, if he 
had lived, and the use of the house and grounde till Michaelmas next. 
This Court have graunted her requests, looking upon them to be sober 
and honest." Poor woman ! she had great need, and struggled on for 
a few years, and then, in February, 1655, applied to the Governors for 
assistance, "setting forth her povertie." It was a case for kindly 
consideration, as her late husband and she had gone through many 
difficulties in those troubled times, so she was given a yearly pension 
of five pounds. (*) 

On the 5th of August following the death of Mr. Symonds, the 
election of his successor took place. There were four Candidates, "Mr. 
Samuell ffawcett, Mr. Walter Cradocke, Mr. Richardson, and Mr. 
William Erabourne, (^) all preachers of the Word of God." "After 
reading of severall Ires and recommendacons directed to this Company 
from the llight Horio'ble the Lord Generall,(*) and divers other 
Gentlemen of good esteeme, in the behalfe of Mr. Cradocke, and like- 
wise after the reading of the peticons of the other sutors, and the 
peticons in tlieir severall behalfes," all four were put in nomination, 

(IV Equivalent to about £25 now. 

(2). A son of Robert Braboum, Lecturer at Monmouth. 

(3). Cromwell, afterwards " Lord Protector." 
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and the choice did not fa.U, aa might have beeu expected, OQ Hr. 
Cradocke, but the Governors showed their independence by disregajd- 
ing the protegi: of the Lord Generall, and electing Mr. Samuel 
Fawoett. He was granted the ''preacher's place with the house, 
orchard, gardens, and closes thereunto belonging, with the stipend of 
one hundred marks a yere apoynted for the said preacher, aoe long as 
hee ahall carefully and painfully discharge his said place by preaching 
and eatechysing according to the orders made, and to bee made, by the 
Master, Wardens, and Assistants of this Company for the time being." 
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THE NEWLASB CHAKITY. 
Section II. (') 
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JHE action of the Cr,nipaiiy in preferr 
3 of the Lord General, i 



ing Mr. I'awcett, even to a 
H fully justified by the event. 
He, like his two predecesBora, waa a Puritan, otherwine he would not 
have been elected, and, even if appointed, he would not have been 
allowed by those in power to exereise his rainistry. The Committee 
Bitting at Whitehall would have witheld their approbation of the 
thoice. Since S. Bartholomew's Bay {24th of August) 1 645, the Book of 
Common Prayer was not allowed to be used, either id public or 
private, nnder a penalty of £b for the first offence, XIO for the second. 
and a year's imprisonment without biiil, for the third ; and every 
copy of the Prayer Book was ordered to he given up. All ministers 
were required to use the Presbyterian Directory under a penalty of 4(J 
shillings for each omission. Mr. Fawoett was a man of exeraplarj- 
life, and tolerant towards others. The " Walt*r Cradocke" mentioned 
in the minutes of the 5th of August, 1652, was an active ally to the 
notorious Vavasor Powell, (') who was the chief instrument in work- 
ing one of tlic most tyrannical and intolerant St,^t^tes that ever was 
enacted by any Parliament, called "An Act for the Propagation of the 
Oospel in Wales." (') The Haberdashers' Company, in spite of the 
pressure brought to bear on them on this and a subsequent occasion, 
would have nothing to say to him. 

It was five years after, that the circumstance arose which 
brought this same man under the notice of the Company, when 
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Roger Chamock, the Lecturer at Monmouth, had died, and a successor 
had to be appointed on the 3rd of July, 1657. On the previous 
occasion he produced a recomwendaHon, on this, a letter was read from 
the Lord Protector directed to the Master and Wardens for electing 
Walter Cradocke. This, "with all due respect, was read and con- 
sidered," but the Company had the good sense and courage to disregard 
it, and they offered the appointment to Mr. Samuel Fawcett, if he 
would be willing to accept the charge, which was not one of greater 
emolument, but involved a greater responsibility. They elected Mr. 
Francis Ford, whom the Burgesses and other inhabitants of Monmouth 
desired to have as their Lecturer, to Newland, of which parish he was 
already Vicar, if Mr. Fawcett were willing to leave that place in order 
to take up the work in the abovementioned Town. (*) This he agreed 
to do, but a difficulty arose in consequence of the refusal of the then 
Vicar (') of Monmouth to allow Mr. Fawcett "to preach the Company's- 
lecture in the Church there." He was therefore asked to remain at 
Newland, but to come over to Monmouth and take the duty, (^) while 
Mr. Ford officiated there, until the approval of the " Committee for 
approbation of Ministers," sitting at Whitehall, was legally obtained. 

These arrangements were, however, set aside by the death of Mr. 
Ford in November, 1 657, after lie had taken the lecture only for five 
Sundays, and Mr. Fawcett was " presented and inducted" to the 
Vicarage of Newland before the 17th of the following January. His 
appointment to the Lectureship at Monmouth had been duly confirmed 
by the Whitehall Committee, but he had not removed there. He 
therefore " made it his humble request to send his resignation of the 
said preacher's place." This was accepted, and eventually he wa» 
re-appointed to the office he had previously held at Newhind, and he 
retained that and the benefice till his death in 1666. 

It may be here mentioned that the Statutes, under which this- 
Charity was governed (^) down to 1893, were drawn up during the 
time Mr. Fawcett was in office, and bear date the 27th of July, 1655. 
On the 6th of October, 1 657. sixteen badges of silver, Avith the Com- 
pany's arms engraved thereon, were ordered to be sent to the Lecturer 
there. 

(1). See chapter VIII. 

(2). It is impossible to say who thin Vicar of Monmouth was. See appendix VII, note 8. 

(3). The service was probably held in the Schoolroom. 

(4). See appendix XI V 
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The Governors had unbounded confidence in the integrity and high 
character of Mr. Pawcett, and this very favourable opinion on their 
part was fully justified as time went on. He was their agent and gen- 
eral manager for all business matters, not only at Newland but also at 
Monmouth, such as seeing to necessary repairs, and to the payment 
of the Almspeople at both places. It was apparently on his sole 
recommendation that Nicholas Carey was " unanimously " appointed 
Ijccturer at the latter place. (^) 

Political changes were now impending, and on the tJrd of September, 
1 658, amid a violent storm, the strong hand was withdrawn, and the 
life of the Great Protector came to an end. The country was heartily 
tired of the severe and tyrannical rule, which had crushed even the 
most innocent amusements out of existence, and again returned to 
their allegiance to their ancient Church and throne. Charles II. 
entered London in triumph on the 29th of May, 1660, amid the wildest 
manifestations of joy. The few Clergy, who had survived the suffer- 
ings and hardships of that trying period, were restored to the cures 
from which they had been ruthlessly driven. (") The Church and 
State waited two years, so as to give time to all to review their 
position, and then, at last, S. l^artholomew's Day (August 24th, 1662), 
was the date fixed upon when all who ministered at her Altars were 
required to conform to her regulations. About 2,000 refused to do so ; 
of these about one half held benefices and lectureships, the other half 
consisted of Schoolmasters and all who taught any kind of Xoncon- 
foimity. Mr. Pawcett accej)ted the terms that were offered, but his 
protege, Mr. Nicholas ('aroy, refused, and consequently was deprived 
of the Lectureship. C) 

Mr. Tawcett died in the spring of 1666, and Thomas Pollington, 
M.A., who was at that time Assistant to " Mr. Marshall, Minister of 
Aure," was appointed to succeed him as Lecturer at Newland, and Mr. 
Morris, the Headmaster of the School at Monmouth, was, a few months 
later, appointed the Company's agent for receiving and paying money 
in both places. He was reciuired to give a bond to account yearly as 
his predecessor (Mr. Fawcett) had done. This was rendered necessary 



(1). See chapter VIII. 

(2). About 7,000 were deprive<l of their cures. 

t:i). See chapter IX. I'robably Mr. Carey had not been e^nscopally ordaine<l. 
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because Mr. Pollington had, without order, charged a Bill of sixty 
pounds to the Governors. He was directed to pay over all he had 
received, to Mr. Morris, who was required to account for it. 

Mr. Pollington was also anxious to be relieved of the proportion of 
taxes charged on his stipend, but it was refused, on the ground that 
there was not an overplus of rents out of the lands, to allow of the 
relief for which he asked. He does not seem to have deserved much 
indulgence, for he was not particular in doing his duty. The Govern- 
ors were informed of several misdemeanors and disorders among the 
Almspeople, and the mismanagement of things there. They accord- 
ingly ordered the Clerk to write to the Churchwardens, and desire 
them, with the assistance of Sir Baynham Throckmorton, (') to give a 
true account in writing both as to the preacher and Almspeople, and 
*'to certify their opinion therein," so that they may be able to regulate 
•what was amiss. Evidently, the opinion held by the Court of the 
present, was verv different to wliat it had been of the previous, 
Lecturer there. 

Nothing further is heard of this, so no doubt the abuses were cor- 
rected, and three years later, in March, 1675, Mr. Pollington died 
after rather a short tenure of the office. There were several Candi- 
dates for the vacancy, l)ut, at the Court held on the 16th of June, 
the number was reduced to three " by the liolding up of their hands," 
Mr. Lammas, Mr. Kidley, and Mr. Farmer. Kach one was required to 
preach on the Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday following; the first at 
Ethelburgli,(*) the second at Aldermaubury, (^) and the third at S. 
Bennett Frincke Churcli,(') on the days mentioned. Notice in writing 
was to \h) given to the meml)ers of the Court '' to heare them respect- 
ively." The Candidates agreed to these terms, and this species of 
competitive sermon examination came oif, with the result, that the 
second named (Mr. Kidley) was the favourite, and was duly appointed 
Lecturer of Newland on the 2nd of July, 1675. The other two were 
handsomely treated, and were awarded, by way of a solatium for their 
disappointment, "three pounds apeece(^) for their paines in preaching 



(1). Son of Sir William Throckmorton. His mother was Miss Baynham, of Clearwell, befon> 

her marriage. 
(2). S. Ethelhurga, Bishopsjrate. 
(S). 8. Mary the Virgin. 
(4). S. Benet Fink. 
(5). £<iuivalent to not less than twelve ]>ouniIs according to the present value of money. 
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to them " (the members of the Court) " on ye occasion before men- 
coned." So no doubt the sermons were all very good, but Mr. Kidley's 
was the best. 

It was just before the death of Mr. Pollington, in that year 
(1675), that the farms in Huntingdonshire, which had been purchased 
in 1622, were sold, Caldecott to Richard Blackall and Sampson Toovy, 
and Puttocks Hardewicke to Mr. Ashby, the former on the 23rd of 
January, and the latter on the 17th of Pebruary ; the particulars of 
which have been already related. (^) 

"It is impossible to please everyone." This terse old apothegm 
was brought home to the hearts of the worthy members who formed 
the board of examiners on the great preaching competition referred to 
above, when a letter was read at the Court, which met soon after the 
"trial sermon" was gone through, in order to receive the report of 
those who were present on the occasion, from no less a person than 
Mr. Charles Jones, the nephew of the Pounder of the Charity. He 
must have been at that time a man about as old as the century in 
which he lived, for according to the will, which bequeathed him the 
largest legacy that was given to any private individual, he was the 
younger of two brothers, the elder of whom was under eighteen C^) on 
the 26th of December, 1614. 

This letter reflected on the "Court's proceeding touching their 
intended (^) electing a Preacher for Newland, in regard they had not 
chosen Mr. Babb, whome himselfe, (i.e., Mr. C. Jones) as the donor's 
heire, and others, had recommended to them, and therein also re- 
<iuesting, that some other place on the same foundacon might be given 
to the same Mr. Babb.*' It was ordered "that a letter be written 
-ind subscribed bv the Master and Wardens to the savd Mr. Jones, 
therein takeing notice of this Court's resentm't of the s'd refleccons, 
i\nd asserting, as well their right and liberty of Eleccons, as also the 
regularity and impartiality of their proceeding therein, And that, 
though the Court would be willing to gratify the just requests of any 
of th(; Founder's relacons, Yet such letters are not good medium to 
induce them thereunto." Well, no doubt it was very provoking, after 

(1). See chapter V., Hectioii II. 
(2). See apiMiiidix XI, 

(3). ThiK was written after the three were Helecteil out of all the Candidates. Mr. Kidley was 
ele<;tc<l at the same Court meeting at which the letter was read. 
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all the trouble of hearing and judging of the discourses, to have their 
good faith or opinion called in question, and Mr. Charles Jones got 
well snubbed for his pains. 

Mrs. Peregrine Pollington, the widow, was kindly considered under 
her bereavement, and she was paid the stipend up to Midsummer at 
once, and she was to have the same for the current quarter to 
Michaelmas when it became due. Mr. Kidle)% who was a bachelor, 
was desired "to doe her all kind offices in the buying and disposing of 
her goods, as there shalbe occasion." Mrs. Pollington may have had 
to get the preacher's place supplied, but nothing is said about it." 

Poor Mr. Kidley only went to Newland to die, for he passed away 
in the following spring, after a long illness ; and at a Court held on 
the 14th of June, (1676) four Candidates were selected to compete in 
a trial sermon. The arrangement was different to what it was on the 
last occasion. All were asked to preach at the same, instead of 
separate, churches, two on the Tuesday following at 10 and 4, and 
two on the Thursday at the same hours. The Church selected was S. 
Michael's, and the Clerk was directed to get permission from " Dr. 
Martiii ye Min'r of )'c parish.'" So the business was got over in a 
shorter time than before, and it is difficult to see why the Court was so 
particular at that time to liave the sermons at different churches and 
on different days. Surely they were not afraid of a collision on the 
part of the reverend divines. The successful Candidate was Thomas 
Jekyll, M.A., who was elected on the 27th of Juno. 

The new Lecturer was very satisfactory to all concerned, for in 
September of the following year (1677) ho was in Tjondon and attended 
a mooting of the Governors in order to make arrangements for the 
more punctual receipt of the money to ])ay the Almspoople.(') He was 
authorised to have the Almshouses put in repair, and ho was also 
allowed the full amount ho had expended in putting the Tx^cturer's 
house in good order, viz., i*oo, being ill 5 beyond what they had 
arranged. This was done "for his oncouragem't to goo on in h\» 
painos & endeavo'i-s in ye discharge of his duty in that place, as he 
hath hitherto done, to ye groat satisfacon of ye people there, & ye 
coniendacon & praise of ye Company in his eleccon." 

(1). Mr. Morris, Headmaster of Monmouth School, who had been appointed the Com]janv'B 
agent at the death of Mr. Fawcett, had left in 1672, and no other ha<l )>een selected m his 
place. 
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Before many years had gone by after the sale of the Huntingdon- 
shire property, the murmurs of the coming storm were pretty distinctly 
heard. In October, 1679, the Court was informed, "That the Towne 
of Monmouth had lately exhibited an Informacon in the Attorney 
Generall's name'*' against the Company touching the Chanty of William 
Jones. An answer was drawn and approved by the learned Counsel 
" to be put in thereon, which Informacon and Answere the Wardens 
had lately distinctly read unto ym and did very well like the sayd 
answers," It was "ordered that the same be engrossed and sealed with 
the Com'on seal and putt into the Court in convenient tyme." (^) 

No doubt this was an attempt on the part of Monmouth to get 
immediate possession of the whole rental of Hatcham Barnes, and also 
to get the entire management into their own hands. It failed for the 
time, because the increased value was due to the purchase of leases 
thereon with money derived from the sale of the Newland property, 
and consequently belonged to that Charity until they ran out. Mon- 
mouth, therefore, had to wait its turn. 

Mr. Jekyll was too able a man to continue long at Newland, and,, 
after being there only five years, he got higher preferment and sent in 
his resignation in November, 1681. The Court accepted it unwillingl)% 
as he had taken much trouble in his duties, "to the great good of that 
people and honour of this Company.'' In the followin*» month 
Humfrey Jordan, M.A., Fellow in Pembroke Hall, Oxford, was elected 
without going through a competition sermon. He was called in and 
"acquainted with the sayd eleccon, and that it was expected that he 
should carry on the good work that Mr. Jekyll had begun in preaching 
att Breme Chappell, as often as he could, which he promised with all 
faithfulness to do to his power." So the Company were very desirous- 
that the duties of the lectureship should be faithfully performed. 

Mr. Jordan gave satisfaction, and after six months trial his election- 
was confiinned. There were many sigus that the Company were in 
great difficulties owing to causes already stated, and there were irregu- 
larities in the payment of the; various salaries, It is to be hoped that 
Mr. Jordan still benefited by his Fellowship, or had private means and 
80 was able, ^Wthout much inconvenience to himself, not only to tide 
over the lean years which were coming, but also to help his poorer 
friends to do the same. 



(1). This cost the Company upwanls of £ftOO, and tende<l still n»ore to embarrass their finances. 
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The storm burst in 1697, when the leases bought with a portion of 
the Newland money on the Hatcham Barnes estate expired, and the 
•claim of Monmouth to the whole rental came into force. As already 
•explained, (^) action was taken by the inhabitants of Newland in the 
Hilary term of that year. The litigation lasted for eleven years, and, 
as a sequestration was issued on behalf of Xewland in February, 1703, 
not only against the Company's Hall and other property, but also 
ugainst the estate at Hatcham Barnes, Monmouth was drawn into the 
fray. The disputes between the several parties were not finally settled 
till 1708, by a decree dated the 10th of July, in which Monmouth was 
-declared entitled to the above mentioned estate with all its increased 
value, and the Company were required to make good the original 
endowment of £200 a year to the Newland Charity out of their 
corporate funds, and to secure it for ever by setting out of their own 
lands of inheritance or purchasing as much lands of inheritance as 
would annually produce that amount. 

This order was never carried out for reasons already given. Mr. 
Humfrey Jordan held his appointment till all the points in dispute 
were settled. By the arrangement made with the Company in 1714, 
tlie Lecturer and Almspeople accepted half pay (^) for a time. In 1715 
Mr. Jordan resigned after thirty-four years' service. He had indeed 
l)onie the burden and heat of the day, nor did he desert his post in 
the troublous times through which the Charity passed. He was 
necessarily in an adverse position to the Company who had appointed 
him, for he was a party to the information filed against them, but he 
•isaw the lawsuit through, and although the terms eventually come to 
may not have been all that he could have desired, still there was no 
•doubt good reason to hope that things would improve as time went on, 
^nd so the old man retired, it is to be hoped, to spend his remaining 
years in peace and comfort. 

It is very suggestive of some previous arrangement that, at the 
«ame Court (27th May) at which Mr. Jordan's " surrender of the Place 
of Preacher " was read, there was also presented " the Recomendacon 
by ffraucis Wyndam Esq of the llevereud Thomas Lane, Master of 
Arts, to succeed the s'd Mr Jordan in the s'd place of Preacher." The 

(1). For full particulars see chapter V. 

(2). The Lecturer £33 68. 8d. annually, and the Almspeople Is. a week each. See chapter V., 
note III. 
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Company seemed eager to secure him, for, contrary to their usual 
custom, they forthwith unanimously chose Mr. Lane on the usual con- 
dition of keeping the house in repair. They also at once confirmed the 
election without requiring any probation. No doubt in consequence 
of the very small stipend of ^33 6s. 8d. it was not considered, from a 
worldly point of view, a particularly eligible piece of preferment. 

Very little is heard of Mr. Lane. There were no complaints, and 
it may therefore be concluded that he did his duty steadily and 
quietly. The visitations of the Governors were few and necessarily 
far between. In July, 1722, such an event took place, and Bunbury, 
Newport (Salop), Monmouth and Newland had an opportunity of 
welcoming the Governors, but there is no record of another visitation 
for many years. Mr. Lane remained at Newland for the rest of his 
life, and died in the Spring of 1743, after holding the appointment 
nearly twenty-eight years. He lived to receive the fiQl amount of 
stipend as fixed at the foundation of the Charity (.£66 13s. 4d.), from 
Michaelmas, 1739. It had been raised to .£40 in 1729, and to .£50 in 
1731, and the Almspeople received Is. 6d. in the former year, but their 
pay was not raised to 2s. a week till 1739, although it had been 
2s. 6d. in 1624.(0 

At a Court held on the Ist of March, 1743, the question of the 
appointment of a successor to the Lectureship was discussed. It was 
decided that it should be by ballot, and for one year only, commencing 
with the Lady Day next ensuing, that the person shoTild give a bond 
of £200 to keep the house etc., in order, and "enter into Articles to 
accept £50 a year(') from the Company as and for in full of his salary 
for executing his office of preacher there, together with the house, 
lands, appurtenances, and usual fees." There were only two Candi- 
dates, the Ttev. James Birt and the Kev. Roynon Jones. The election 
took place on the 8th of March, and the ballot was in favour of the 
former of these two. 

The family of the successful Candidate had already been connected 
with the neighbourhood. A Rev. James Birt had been elected Usher 
at Monmouth School in 1715, and Headmaster in 1723, which office 
he held till his death in 1737. There is very little doubt but that he 

(1). See chapter V., section II. 

(2). This proposal was probably not carried out. 



of Mr. Roynot 
Wales or th< 



was the father of the Newland Lecturer. ' 
- Jones is certainly not very dintinguishing, especially 
boiilering counties, but the Christian name in verj' 
was used fof several generations in the family at Naas, who are 
descended from Charles Jones, the brother of the Founder. No doubt 
tlifii iie was of that familj% and therefore had a strong claim to a 
favourable coiiaideration. This was acknowledged by the GoTernors, 
and he was accordingly appointed Lecturer at Monmouth in 174y, nr 
just six years later. 

Mr. Birt was the first Xewland Lecturer whose appointment was 
an annual one, although at Monmouth this arrangement had been in 
force for many years. An attonipt was made during Mr. Birt's tenure 
of the office to induce the Company to give increased pay to the 
Charity, for, in a minute dated the 18th of November, 1761, :i letter 
was read from the Lecturer "remonstrating, that the Company hath 
showed their Boneyolencp in augmenting some of their Charities, and 
he hoped that Xewland would experience the effeeta of their regard, 
the manner and measure of which he left to their generosity." The 
Company unfortunately were obliged to reply that they had alreadv 
done all that was in their pon'cr to do. 

In March, I "66. Mr. Birt made his application in person for re- 
election, and not by letter as usual. This seems to have pleased the 
Court, for he was called in and told that he had been unauimoosly 
chosen, and "informed that they would dispense with his attendance 
or application for the future." 

Nothing more is lieard of Newlaud tor several years (with the 
■ esoeption that in 177-i mention is made of a Burgage R«nt of lOs. ii 
year chargeable on the Almshouses) till the 2nd of May, 1776, wt 
letter was read from Mr. Birt, asking leave to resign the Lectureship 
ill favour of his son, the Tleverend Thomas Birt, M,A, The considera- 
tion of this was deferred. On the l.'ith of the following 
attended in peraon, and "begged leave in writing to resign in favour 
of his son, and presented College Testimonials, and memorials from the 
inhabitants of Xewland." A Court was held five days later, when 
"the Reverend Thomas Birt, M.A., was unanimously elected' 
father's place. Mr. Birt, Sen., returned thanks for the many favour 
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conferred on him, and "particularly for the Honor now conferred on 
his son in electing him into the same Lectureship." 

Mr. James Birt held the office for thirty-three years. He had also 
been Prebendary of S. Dubritius, in Llandaff Cathedral, (^) to which 
he was collated on the 20th of August, 1748. He seems to have 
taken much interest in the Cathedral, for he left behind him a manu- 
script book containing an account of benefactions given for purposes 
connected therewith, which stiU remains in the hands of his descend- 
ants. He continued to hold this piece of preferment till about the 
end of the year 1778, when he was succeeded by his son, in this as 
weU as in the case of the Newland Lectureship. Thomas Birt was 
collated to the Stall vacated by his father, on the 27th of March, 
1779. He also took much interest in the Fabric according to the 
taste which unhappily prevailed at that period, and in 1794 the 
thanks of the Chapter were given to him for having managed the fund, 
as well as for his having transacted the business of receiving the 
Pension from the King, paid by the Deputy Auditor of the Principality 
of Wales. In further acknowledgment of his services, he was on the 
16th of January, 1796, collated to the more valuable Prebendal Stall 
of Warthacwm. (^) 

Nothing further is recorded of Newland till 1805, when it is stated 
that a "quit rent" of nine shillings per annum, chargeable on the 
buildings there, and payable to the late Baron De Aguilar, was offered 
for sale. It was agreed by the Company at a Court held on 15th of 
February, to buy this at thirty years' purchase, and the Solicitors 
undertook that the expense of conveyance should not exceed £3 l«3s. 6d. 

The Rev. Thomas Birt died in August 1813, after holding the 
lectureship for thirty-seven years. This added to the length of his 
father's tenure covered the extensive period of seventy years, or, if the 
Headmaster of the Monmouth School be also taken into consideration, 
the Birt family were connected with the two Charities (a short break 
of six years between 1737 and 1743 being excepted) for nearly a 
century, which is a very unusual record. 

(I). The patronage of the Vicarage of Newland belonged to the Bishop of Llandalf, as well as 
the great tithes, till recent times. It was given to the Bishop of Lumdaff and his succetsom 
by Edward I. (ia02). 

(2). This information has been kindly furnished by Mr. Chancellor Ollivant. 



286 



Tlie Charities of William Jonp^. 



^ 



On the I4th of September, 1813, the Itev. George Uidout, Bachelor 
of Civil Law, (') of Balliol College, Oxford, was elected to the vacant 
office, "to hold the aaid place of Preacher from Midsummer, 1813, with 
the salary of X66 l^a. 4d., on the usual terms, except that he was 
required to give & bond in the penalty of :£400, instead of £200 a* 
heretofore, that he would keep the Leoturer'a house in proper repair. 
At Michaelmaa of this year the pay of the Almspeople was raised from 
two to three shillings a week, Mr. Ridout, when writing to thank 
the Company for this, mentioned tliat there were only thirteen left of 
the original sixteen silver badges, C) aid in reply the Clerk was directed 
to say, that "the Court did not wish to press the wearing of the 
badges by the Almspeople," which was rather a pity. 

The winter of 1819-20 was a very trying one to the poor, and the 
Lecturer pleaded for some farther help to the Almspeople, mentioning 
their great age, sickness, and distreasei state. The Court, taking into 
consideration " the present severe season," the infirmities and conse- 
quently increased wants of the poor, ordered the Clerk to pay an 
additional sura of X20 for the benefit of the several Almspcojile, to be 
distributed in such proportion, in such times, and in such m;].nner, as 
the Lecturer should think proper. 

In 1832 Mr. Ridout was appointed Ticar of Newland. In his letter 
to the Governors, asking permission to retain the lectureship, he sajd 
that he hoped to be fixed for life to the spot, and Lhut, without losing 
the former connection over the Almspeople, he had another motive tor 
kind care and watchfulness over them, as his Parishioners, with an in- 
creased ability of advancing their interests and relieving their wants, 
Who could resist such pleading? The Court couid not, but were 
careful to say that it must not be deemed a precedent ; and so with 
this guarding of the interests of the future, and the proviso that he 
must continue to reside in the Lecturer's house, leave was given for him 
to hold the two pieces of preferment. It is almost needless to add that 
Mr. Ridout did not quite become a millionaire thereby. (") 

{IJ. Mr, Bidout took a, aemnd clow "in Lit. Hnia." ukI Chlrd "In UuUi. et Phjalcb" in 1900. 

He was a privHtc Tutor &t Newtuid Itefore be wag appoinCefl Lectimr. A bachelor of Arta 

may have been admitMd to the degree or Bachelor orCitHl Id.ir in bia fiOth term. 

(2). "nieK bHdgee w«re, in roniiequenoe. not worn by the Almapeoule durinjf Hr. lUdout'n t«Rn 

-■ -"TO. The preaent Lecturer, ifter eome trouble, pjt the thirteen together ; the Com- 

ied the ndulng; three, uid they are now worn. 

pielermtintg were then worth together about £550 a ytu netL Thb wu a T«nr 
, How It would not much eic!e«l£i>£0. There would be two houaes and abmit 
olland beildea. 
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Things went on for many years in their usual course, till 1849, and 
then there seems to have been a little stir among the people of Newland. 
At the Court held on the 10th of September in that year, a letter was 
read from the Rev. George Ridout, who also sent a copy of the Mon- 
mouthshire Beacon, containing a report of a Vestry Meeting of the 
Parishioners. A letter was also read from " the Rev. Dr. Sisson, Q) 
Deputy Chairman of a Committee appointed thereat, for the purpose of 
requiring detailed information of the funds and otherwise, respecting 
the Charity, with a view to obtaining an increase of the pay of the 
Almspeople. The Clerk having informed the Court of the Decrees of 
the Court of Chancery in the years 1701 and 1708 in a suit instituted 
by the Inhabitants against the Company, and read a letter by Mr. 
Knapp, the Clerk, in November, 1834, to the Lecturer, in reply to 
enquiries made by the Parishioners with a similar object to the 
present, showing that the Company had been long contributing a larger 
amount to the Charity than it was incumbent on them to pay. Resolved, 
that a copy of Mr. Knapp's letter be sent to Dr. Sisson." 

Some further correspondence ensued, and the Company thought it 
best to take the opinion of Mr. Turner and Mr. Bigg of the Chancery 
Bar, relating to the Newland Charity. This opinion was ordered to be 
sent to Dr. Sisson on the 13th of May, 1850, and also a letter written 
by the Clerk, informing him on behalf of the Parishioners, that " the 
Company had not purchased or set apart lands of their own for the 
purposes of the Charity, but that the annual payments, which had for 
the last 50 years exceeded the sum of £200 ordered to be paid by the 
decree of the Court of Chancery in 1701, had been made out of 
the income of the Company's general property, which considerably 
exceeded that sum." Nothing more is heard of this agitation. 

At the meeting of the Court on the 11th of September, 1854, a 
letter was read from Mr. Ridout, stating that a Parishioner proposed 
to give an additional endowment for the Almshouses. This subject 
again came up on the 11th of December, when the Clerk reported that 
this could be done in the way proposed, after the deaths of the Parish- 
ioner and his wife, provided real property were not settled for the 
purpose. The Clerk was accordingly directed to ascertain the nature 

(1). Vicar of Ooleford. 
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of the pruperty proposed for endowment. As nothing further is heard 
of it, there mnat have been some insurmountable obstacle to prevent 
this benevolent Bcheme from being carried out. 

There was no event of any importance in connection with the 
Newland Charity till 1871, when the aged Vicar and Lecturer was called 
away from the scenes amidst which he had lingered so long.(') Se 
had been for some time unable to do his work, and the care of the 
Parish and Almshouses was entrusted to a Curat«, who resided in the 
old Vicarage, which was available for the purpose, as Mr, Kidout had, 
in accordance with the requirements of the Company, continued to reside 
in the Lecturer's House. He had held liis ofSco in connection with the 
Charity for the long space of fifty-seven years, and was the eleventh in 
order from the foundation of the Almshouses. It is a remarkable 
record, that from 1681 to the time of his death — a period of 190 years — 
there had been only five Lecturers, giving the very long average of 38 
years to each holder of the position. It is also worthy of notice that, 
notwithstanding the very small emolument during this time, the 
Haberdashers' Company were able to secure men of good standing. 
Graduates of Usford and Cambridge, to undertake the duties of the 
office. In the first century of the Charity's existence the stipend of 
one hundred marks would be considered good, and was equivalent to 
between three and four hundred a year at the present time, but after 
the troubles that aro.=e in consequence of the sale of the Huntingdon 
estates, things were very different, and then the decreasing value of 
money began to operate, so chat, although the nominal amount re- 
mained the same, the real value of the appointment became very much 

On the 15th of May, IS/l, the Rev. William Bagnall-Oakeley, \ 
of Jesus College, Oxford, was chosen to the Lectureship, out of three 
Candidates. Mr. Bagnall-Oakeley was at that time Curate of Penalt, 
and was formerly a Scholar and Fellow of his College. In this election 
then the high standard of the previous holders of the office has been 
fully maintained. 

In 1893, under the provisions of a new scheme, the condition of 
the Almspeople has been much improved. The pay has been raised 

a). Mr. Ridoot wim bom In 17Se, and died W{.h Jinuarj', 1S71. He woti ■ very hale d 
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in all cases to seven shillings a week, medica.1 attendance and a 
narse have been provided, besides an allowance of two tons of coal 
annually, and every second year overcoats are given to the men, and 
gowns and shawls to the women. (') The Commissionera very rightly 
considered that, in conseijuence of the extraordinary and unforeseen 
increase in the rental of the Hatcham Barnes estate belonging to the 
Monmouth Charity, Newland had, under all the circumstances of the 
oase, a very strong claim to consideration. Judging from what William 
Jones did for his native parish, there is no room for doubt as to what 
he would do, if he were now living. After having once acknowledged 
the principle, it is a great pity the Cummissiuners did not think tit to 
give a more generous effect to the view they rightly took of the obli- 
gation. Considering the very great increase in the population of the 
ancient pariah, it would not have been too much to have raised the 
number of Almshouses to twenty. Then again, the very unsatisfactory 
arrangement of putting two inmates into each of sis of the present ten 
Almshouses (°) should have been put an end to, by the erection of 
additional houses on that account. The existing buildings should have 
been made more comfortable according to modern ideas, as it would be 
a pity to remove, unless necessary, these interestin;; old places which 
have now stood for well nigh three centuries. 

The Lecturer's house, built in 1616, is one ot the most charming 
old fasliioned residences anywhere about, and the present holder of 
the olHce has done a great deal, at much expense, to add to its con- 
venience, comfort, and beauty. What changes may be made in the 
future it is impossible to forecast. At the same time, in any 
arrangement those in power may see fit to make, it is to bo hoped they 
will bear in mind that it was the intention of the Founder to place in 
his native parish a well educated man,(') whose duty it should be to 
help in promoting the spiritual welfare of those who resided therein. 
The present Lecturer is only paid a few ponnds more a year than his 
predecessors were nearly three centuries ago, but he is oidy required to 
take one service on the Sunday, instead of two, as they appear to have 
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A larger yearly allowance with increaBed duties might be giyen 
UBder this head. However, the main object of tliis sketch of the 
Newlarid Charity is to give an account of the doings of the past, rather 
than su^estioDB for the future, which the CommissionerB may consider 
a piece of unjustifiable meddling on the part of the writer. Bo, with 
many good wishes for the continued usefulness of this benevolent in- 
atitution, and, with every hope that the present Lecturer may atill 
have many years left him to exercise his kindly rule over those 
entrusted to his care, this record of hj'gone times now comes to an end. 



NOTE 1. 

Waller Cradock was bom at Trevella Farm, Liangwm, near Usb, some- 
time between 1606 and 1610. He was educated at the University, and, on 
leaving, obtained the Curacy of Psterstone-upon-Ely, near Cardiff. In 1633 
he waa Curate at S. Mary's, Cardiff, where he refused to conform to the re- 
quirements of his diocesan, for which his license was suspended. After this 
he travelled from place to place, preaching with much effect through the 
greater part of South Wales. He then became minister to a congregation of 
Independents at Llanvaches, near Newport. He died at his birthplace on 
the Eve of Christmas Day, 1559, and found a resting place in the Chancel of 
hia parish Church. Walter Cradock was an earnest and conscientious man, 
very different to Vavasor Powell, with whom he unfortunately became 
connected. 

Vavasor Powell in his early life was groom to an innkeeper in Bishop's- 
Castle, Herefordshire ; ho then took the place of " Schoolmaster,'' and finally 
developed into a fanatic preacher, chiefly against the Book of Common Prayer 
and the Clergy. Not finding sufHcient popularity in his own county at 
that time, he made his way to London, where hf found listeners. 

Thus, when HugJi Peters, one of CromweU's most useful tools, had con- 
trived the Act for the "Propagation of the Gospel in Wales"— an implement 
which lay ready to plough up the ancient landmarks in parish and county — 
Vavasor Powell was found equally ready and willing to be its unhallowed 
driver, and with the zeal of an enthusiast, undertook the uprooting of the 
ministry as " anti-Christian and worthless." 

He obtained a commission to raise forces, in order to carry out the work 
of ejecting and sequestrating the Church property, and so far advanced his 
ovra interests at the same time, that he not only received the stipend of an 
itinerant, but the responsible office of commissioner and treasurer of the 
emoluments of the many sequestered benefices which were daily paid to him, 
besides the wages of Schoolmasters and itinerants, to whom he paid " what 



I 



The Newland Charity. 



seemed to him fit." It is a fact Co be noted Chat, in two years time, he was 
able to purchase " fee farm, rants " and " lordships," and to build " a very fiur 
end aumptiious house in Montgomeryshire." 

Hie chief work was ejecting and imprisoning the Clergy, and compelling 
the payment of tithes to his party. Out he used many blasphemous speeches 
in trying to prove the truth of his claims and mission. Ilis end was what 
might have been expected. He was furious against the single government 
of Cromwell, and was several times imprisoned by him. His cruelties and 
cheats were so great and so frequent, that it is not surprising to find that 
he lost all his illgotten gains, and ended his days in the Fleet Prison. 

From a little book by Mrs. Herbert, of Llangrove, entitled " How the old 
Cle^y lived under Disestablishment," pub. (1893) by Robert Banks and Son, 
Fleet Street, London. 

NOTE II. 

Under the scheme of 1893 ( 1 ) the Almspeople of Newland would appear 
at flrst ?ight to be better off than those at Monmouth. This is not really the 
case, and a fuller explanation is necessary. Under the scheme of 1863 (^) 
which was applicable only to the latter Charity, it was directed that the pay 
of the Almspeople should not be less than 8a. nor more than 129. weekly. In 
addition to their pay they were to have an annual allowance each of two tons 
of coal, and a cloth cloak every alternate year. ( 3 ) The Governors, in accord- 
ance with this Statute, fixed the amount at lOs., and this was on the whole 
a fair and reasonable way of carrying out the intentions of the Founder. It 
has already been pointed out that the pay of the Almspeople was half a crown 
a week in tlie lifetime of William Jones, und it may therefore be concluded 
that this was done with his approval ; and, besides this, they were to have 
cloth for cloaks every yeitr. Labourers' wages were at that time ahoat 
sixpence a day, and this sum would therefore be equivalent to 12s. 6d. now, 
hut there was no provision for mi^dical attendance or coal. Ten shillings 
weekly, with the ndditiou of these two perquisites, was an allowance in 
accordance with the old arrangement. 

In the scheme of 18^, ( * ) however, it is ordered that the pay of the 
Almspeople shall not be leas than 7s. nor more than 10a. weekly, and the cloth 
for cloaks is altogether omitted. In consequence of this regulation, then, if 
the cloaks were to be still given, the expense would have to be deducted from 
the present allowance of ten shillings weekly, and thereforo the pay would 
be reduceii helow what it has been for the previous twenty-five years. The 
Newland Almspeople under this new scheme receive only 7s., which is, how- 
ever, nearly double what they did before, but as the same scale of pay is now 
applicable to them as to those at Monmouth, there is a very sufficient margin 
to allow for the expense of the cloaks. 
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On this It may be remarked ttiat, between 1863 aiid 1^03, the tendency 
bas been upward in the wagea of the " working"' class ; consequently the 
standard of living has been raited, and therefore relatively the pay of the 
Almspeople, to say the least, should not liaTe been lowered. It Is not fair to 
say that the necBsaaries of life are cheaper— even if this were really the caae. 
The reUtive pecuniary position of the Almspeople to the rest of the popula- 
tion should be maintained, if the intentions of the Founder are to be honestly 
carried out. 0( the fourteen thousand pounds devoted by William Jones to 
the Charities of Monmouth and Newlnud no less than eleven thousand, or 
nearly tour-fltths of the whole, were for the lectureships and poor. 

Times no doubt have changed, and it would not be a wise disposition of 
the largely increased income to give anything like bo large a proportion to- 
non-educational work. At the same time this part of the Charity should 
have been dealt with in a generous spirit, so that the original intentions of 
the Founder, in both Monmouth and Newland, might be properly carried out. 
About one-flfth of the prespnt income of the Charity(£2,000), in addition to 
the £200 chargeable to the Haberdashers' Company, would have been sufficient 
for the purpose. The Monmouth people would not have been pauperised if 
the Almspeople had been given their cloaks, besides the IDs. a week, and a 
custom that was est-ablisbed at the foundation of the Charity kept up. Half 
a dozen pensions in addition, so tliat decent old married people might have 
received some help, or Almshouses for the same object, would have lieen a 
great boon. A handsome endowment for Che Schools would still hare- 
remained. The cloaks would have cost about £15 a year out of the £10,000. 
Truly, the Charity Commissioners deserve great creiiit for this wonderful 
piece of economy ! It is not without Just cause that the Monmouth people 
have strongly expressed their dissatisfaction with this scheme, and to their 
credit be it said, that nothing has been more found fault with than the dis- 
continuance of this old custom of giving cloaks and gowns under the penalty 
of a reduction in the weekly pay. It miy be added that, if it had t 
for the ouergetie and persistent remonstrance of the Haberdashers' Company, 
things would have been much worse than they are. 

NOTE III. 

The following notice of the Charity is fixed up in Xewland Church ; 

"William Jones, of London, Esqre., Hamburgh Merchan 
houses and gardens at Newland for eight poor men and eight poor it 
this purieh, and endowed them with a Bent Charge upon lands in the County 
of Kent, to the amount of two shillings each for the poor Almspeople weekly, 
and new gowns yearly." 

"Also a House, Garden, Orchard and Land for a Lecturer, with a B«nt 
Charge upon Lands in the County of Kent of aixty-six pounds thirteen shil- 
lings and four pence for his yearly salary." 
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From Ch. V., Sec. ii., it is quite certain that this notice, or the original 
one from which it was copied, must have been put up after 1675, when the 
lands in Huntingdonshire were sold, and two leases of twenty-one years each 
on the Hatcham Barnes estate, in Kent, were bought with a part of the pro- 
ceeds of the sale, for the support of the Newland Charity. It must also have 
been put up before the 13th December, 1701, for, on that date, a decree was made 
by the Court of Chancery, requiring the Haberdashers' Company to pay £200 
a year out of their funds for this same purpose. 

At that time it is quite clear there were sixteen separate houses. This 
opinion is also borne out by the history of the Monmouth Charity. Six 
thousand pounds were allotted in that case for the support of a Lecturer and 
twenty Almshouses. Five thousand pounds were allotted to Newland for 
a similar purpose. In proportion this would allow for a Lecturer and about 
sixteen Almshouses. There is no reason to think that the arrangement was 
not similar, viz. : a separate house for each pensioner. 

The tradition is, that the Almshouses were burnt down. Probably the 
truth is, that six were so far damaged by fire that they were not habitable, 
and the inmates were distributed among the other ten. The writer has not 
come across any notice of such a calamity. If it did occur, it probably took 
place between 1701 and 1714, during which time the Company and the 
Newland people were in a state of disagreement. 

The writer is of opinion that the present Almshouses are substantially 
the same as those erected in 1617. No doubt they have been much repaired, 
but, if new ones had been built, those intended for two would almost cer- 
tainly have been made larger than those intended for single occupants, 
whereas they are all the same size. 




CHAPTEll XVm. 

jTLT ia not the purpose of this book to carr3' the history of the 
@-, Charities of William Jones at Monmouth and Newland down to 
a later period than the adoption of the New Schemes issued by the 
Charity Commiflsioiiers in 1891 and ]893. Still, as the changes 
«ifected by those schemes were radical aud far reaching in their char- 
■acter, a brief summary of their most important provisione is necessary 
in order to show the way in which the intentions of the Founder are 
now being carried out. 

The following are the chief points requiring special notice in these 
prodaotions of this powerful and somewhat autocratic body. (') 

The portion of the endowment set apart for purposes not educa- 
tional, is entirely separated from the rest, and the control of the 
Haberdashers' Company over this is retained in all its fulness. The 
Special Scheme applicable to this department was issued in 1893, and 
under it the Charities of Monmouth and Newland are amalgamated, 
and a sum, not exceeding .£1,500 out of the Charity funds, together 
with ^200 from the Corporate fimd.s of the Companj-, in each case 
annually, are assigned for the support of the two conjointly. (') This 
was practically carrying out the idea of the Governors adopted in 1675, 
when the estates in Huntingdonshire, originally bought for the pur- 
poses of the Newland Charity, were sold. The Haherdashers' Company 
are assisted iu the management of these by Committees constituted in 
both places; the Monmouth Gomraittee consisting of the Governors of 
the Boys' School, with the addition of the "Lecturer," the one at 
Newland consisting of the "Preacher" and three persons chosen by the 
Pariah Vestry. 

(1). The Charit; CommlsaEoiierq. 

(B). See note II. Ht the unl ul chapter xyn. TWs Is an UindMimtB aJlommce for the purpoue 
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All the rest of the endowment-, with the esception of the amount 
already mentioned, va.^ ordered to be devoted to educational purposes, 
subject to a tempnrary deduction on account of retiring pensions 
granted to certain Masters in the School on account of their long 
service. The Haherdahhers' Compain retain the admin I't rat ion of the 
estates under the title of "The Estates Governoro,' bat the control of 
the Schools is placed in the binds of hodle^ of Governor'! appointed 
under varying conditions. 

In Monmouth, for the Boj a' School, there are seventeen such Govern- 
ors. (') Four were chosen from the old body of Visitors, and are called 
co-optative, five belong to the HaberdashTs' Company, two are 
appointed by the Town Council, and one by the Scliodl Board of Mon- 
moath, two by the County Council, and one each by the Universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge, and by the Council of the Unicersity College of 
South Wales aud Uonmouthahire. 



md Cummercial School with 
form amount of £Q a year is 



The distinction between the Clas 
respect to tfe.t was abolished, and 
now charged to all. 

The endowment aUotted to this part, from the funds of the Charity, 
is .£2,800 a year. Out of this a sum of .£400 is set apart for founding 
thirty Scholarships to be held by pupils in the School. Twenty of 
these, each worth .£10 a year, are reserved for residents in tha 
Borough, and the other ten, called "Poundation Scholarships," each 
worth £20 a year, are o[>en to all onmjietitors. The holders of both 
these classes of Scholarships have free tuition besides the money pay- 
ment. In addition to these are "Jones Bxhibitions" of £50 and £30 
annually, tenable for three years at any University, or University 
CoUt-ge, or Institution for professional education. Four of these are at 
the disposal of the Governors everj- year. 

Another very important change was made in the regulations for the 
religious teaching of the School. In the ancient statutes, made in 
1616, it was ordered that '-the Master and Usher shall, one day each 
week, catechise and instruct their Scholars in the principles of the 
Christian religion ; and sball provide that all the Scholars, diligently 
each Sabbath, and all other days of holy assemblies, shall repair to 
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Church, (^) bring their books before mentioned, fit for the exercises of 
such times; and shall appoint such as shall be able to take notice of 
the things there taught, and shall carefully take account how all profit 
by such Christian exercises/' From this it is evident that, under tha^ 
term "Christian religion/' the teaching was to be in accordance with 
the doctrines of the Established Church. This is further made clear by 
the fact that every Headmaster down to the late one, {^) Mr. Roberts, 
was in Holy Orders at the time of his appointment, and the first was^ 
elected within a few months of the death of the Founder. There is no 
record of any boy being excused regular attendance at the Parishi 
Church till 1828, (') and there is no provision for such exemption in 
the ancient statutes. 

In the previous schemes this intention was no doubt correctly in- 
terpreted by the regulation, that the religious teaching should be in 
accordance with the doctrines of the Established Church, and the boys^ 
were required to attend Divine Service at the Parish Church, or the 
School Chapel twice every Lord's Day. Nonconformists of all kinds 
were fully protected from any interference with their religious views 
by the addition of a conscience clause. (*) 

In the last scheme, however, the Commissioners have directed that 
the principles of the " Christian Faith " shall be taught as ordered in 
the ancient Statutes, but they appear to have overlooked the qualifying, 
clause with which that particular rule concludes, and, in consequence of 
this, the religious teaching in the School is now regulated in accordance 
with the following resolution: "That in arranging such instruction the 
Governors shall, as far as possible, endeavour to meet the needs of the 
children belonging to the different sections of the Christian Church.'' 
On Sunday, Boarders and Day Boys, whose parents desire it, attend the 
services held in the Chapel, and, as the Headmaster is not in Holy 
Orders, the Lecturer prepares for confirmation all those pupils who ara 
Candidates for the sacred rite. 

Under this Scheme a Girls' High School was also established, and an 
endowment of ^1 ,000 a year was set apart from the Charity funds 

(1). Nonconformist places of worship were not called "Churches" till the latter part of this 

present century. 
(2). Mr. Roberts entered Holy Orders soon after his appointment to the Headmastership, as he 

had declared he would do at the time of his election. 
(3). See chapter XIV. 
(4). See appendixes XV., XVI., XVII. 
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towards its maintenance. On the 22nd of December, 1891, Miss Nina 
Liickes, Headmistress of the Hereford High School for Girls, was 
appointed to a similar position in Monmouth, and a large house was 
rented in Monnow Street, where work was begun on the 25th of July, 
1892, until new buildings could be erected. 

After some delay a very fine site was acquired on the rising ground 
on the right hand side of the old Hereford Road, nearly opposite to S^ 
Mary's Vicarage, and during the years 1895-7 a handsome School House 
was built, replete with every modern appliance and convenience, at a 
cost of £20,000. Here the work of the School was begun on the 7th 
of October, 1897, and it was formally opened on Thursday, the 25th of 
November in the same year (^) with great eclat by the Marchioness of 
Worcester. The Chairman of the School Governors (G. G. Griffin, Esq.) 
presided, and the Master of the Worshipful Company of Haberdashera 
(the Eev. Edwin Pope, M.A.), attended with a Deputation. The High 
Sheriff of the County (Charles M. Crompton- Roberts, Esq.) and the 
Mayor of Monmouth (Lord Llangattock) also took part in the ceremony. 
Speeches were also made by Mrs. Bagnall-Oakeley and the Rev. Canon 
Harding. Four women were added to the Governing body of the Boys*^ 
School for the management of this part of the work which has been 
undertaken in connection with the Charity of William Jones. The 
contractors for these buildings were WUliam Gradwell and Co., Ltd., 
Barrow-in-Furness, Lancashire. 

Many pupils educated at this School have already gained distinctions 
in public examinations, and the number of Scholars in attendance averages 
about one hundred. The regulations under which it is governed (') 
and the distribution of Scholarships and Exhibitions (^) are on similar 
lines to those adopted in the Boys' School. There is accommodation 
for a hundred day scholars and fifty boarders, and, in consequence 
of the large endowment, the fees for a high class education are very 
moderate. 

The scheme also provided for the establishment of a second grade 
School in the western part of Monmouthshire, with a view to carrying 
out more fully the provision in the old statutes, that the county should 



(1). S. Oatharine's Day— the patron saint of the Haberdashers' Company. 

[VIII. 

held bj' pupi 
" exhibitions" after leaving School for a higher place of education. 



(1). S 

(2). See appendix X 

(8). "Schofcs 



Scholarships" are held bj' pupils while receiving their education at the School; 
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have a sbare in the benefits of the Charity. A body of Governors ('} 
wae cotistitated as early as 1S91, and their first meeting was held id 
May of that year. After mach consideration, Pontypool was selected 
by the Charity CommiBsioners as being moat central and easy of 
aooess. A beautiful site of six acres, overlooking the Town, was 
purchaaed from J. C. Hanbur}-, Esij., of Pontyjjool Parli, for £500, 
which sum he generously gave to form entrance Scholarships to the 
School. Mrs. Hanbary laid the foundalion stone of the new building 
on the 27th of July, 1896, in the presence of a Deputation from the 
Haberdashers' Company, consisting of the Master (the Rev, Edwin 
Pope) and Messrs, E. 8. Tudor and W. H, Potter, t)ie Governors resident 
in the neighbourhood, and a large number of Townspeople, A very 
handsome School House, with accommodation for about two hundred 

4)Upila — day schoWs and boarders— !ias been erected, to which a swim- 
ming bath, gymnasium, and fives-court are to be added, at a total 

-cost of about ,£28,000. The builders were Messrs. Bowers and Co., 
Hereford. 

James Henry Priestley, B.A„ Lend,, who had been Headmaster 

-of the Usk School for eleven years, was elected to be the first in a 
eimilar position in the New School on the 30th of July, 1897, but his 
appointment dates from the Ist of January in the present year (1898). 
Work was begun after the Christmas vacation under Mr. Priestley's 
management, and the number of pupils is already nearly one hundred.^) 
The religioiis teaching is on the same lines as tbe Boys' School at 
Monmouth. 

Under this scheme also a capital sura was directed to be paid o 
to the Governors of Abergavenny School for the purpose of providing 
new huildings. It was Stipulated that an amount equal to the grant 
should be locally raised by voluntary contributions up to .£3,000. Of 
this sum only .£2,000 has been so far called for, leaving the Charity 
Estates still liable for another .£1,000, 



1 



}. Sh note II. at tb« entl of the chapter. 

). The Hohool wss lonniilly openHl by the Kighi Ran. Lord Tredegar, 
December, ISSS. 




It was also directed that an Elementary School should be estab- 
lished at Monmouth, and this provision is in process of being carried 



To the buildings of the previously existing Boys' School in 
MoQinoatli, large and important additions were made in 1895-6, at 
an outlay of about ^17,000. The old lane leading from Wyobridge 
to Weirhead Street was closed in the former of these two years, and the 
houses between it and the river were pulled down, a very handsome 
embankment was made on the old quay, and the land thus gained was 
added to the School premises. Tery extensive additions were made to 
the Headmaster's house, which had been originally the Lecturer's 
residence, so as to make the accommodation for boarders equal lo that 
of the great public schools, and its frontage on this side was brought 
out to the line of the road which was closed. Tlie house built in 
Almshouse Street for the Second Master, in 1841, was pulled down and 
a handsome set of classrooms, including a room for the meetings of the 
Governors, was built between the entrance to the School premises and 
the Women's Almshouses. Tlie Contractor for this work was Mr. John 
Perkins, Kedland, Bristol. 

All the buildings at Monmouth and I'ontypool were erected from 
plans prepared by Mr. Henry Stock, F.R.I.B.A. ('), Architect to the 
Haberdashers' Company. 

Under the present management of the Monmouth Grammar School 
the traditions of the old Classical School are carried on under 
a staff of Masters who have taken high honours at the Universities, 
as indeed their predecessors had done. There la, however, a Mercantile 
Department, differing froca the former Commercial School only in 
name and fees, for boys destined to business life. The number of pupils 
vho have passed the Oxford Locil Examination has steadily increased, 
and some of these have gained the highest distinctions; among them 
being Harold Bennett, who was first in Religious Knowledge in all 
England in 1895 (') ; Frederick Frank Beach and William Alfred 
Fiddian, (') who obtained similar distinctions, the former in Mathe- 
matics in 1897, the latter in Greek in 1898. Mr. Beach has since then 
been elected to an open Scholarship at Brasenoae College, Oxford (where 
he also holds a School Exhibition), and gained a tirst in Matli. Muds. 
(1898). The average number of boys is about 150. 
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Among the recent athletic distinctions is that of Philip Leach 
Nioholiis, of Keble College, Oxford, who played in 1897 and 1898 in, 
the int«r-UDiversity Rugby I'ootball Match. G. R, Harmaii and R. T, 
Skrimshire have also distinguished themselves in the same line. The 
former played for Ireland in 1897-S, the latter for Wales in 1888. 

Judging from the facts that have been set forth, it is evident that 
the edacatioual advantages of Monmouth are on a par with those of 
the great public schools for which England is so justly famed. The 
teaching and tone of the School are of a very high character, and the 
attendant expenses are about one-third of what they are iti those more 
widely known institutions to which reference is here made. This is a 
very important consideration in these days of ever increasing and 
severe competition. It is an advantage due to tlie Founder's generou» 
heart and the careful way in which the Haberdashers' Company have 
fulfilled the trust reposed in them hy 

WILLIAM JONES. 



List of the Goternors of the Schools of the Charity of William Jonas u 
Monmouth, appointed, in accordance with the provisions of the Scheme o 



The Haberdashers' Company. ( i ) 
Henry W. Carter. Esq. (Master). 
Thomas Townend, Esq, (Senior Warden). 
Sir Francis Wyatt Truscott, Knt. 
Edward Scripps Tudor, Esq, 
Alfred Slater, Esq. 

Co-optative, selected from the " Visitors." 
George G. Griffin, Esq., M.A. (Chairman). 
S. Courthorpe Bosanquet, Esq., M.A., 
Eev. J. T. Harding, M.A. 
Lieut-Col. James Davies. 

Elected by the Town Council of Monmouth. 
John Allen Rolls, Esq., now Lord Llangattocli. 
Charles H. Crompton-Roherts, (8) Esq., Drybridge, Monmouth. 

Elected by tlie School Board of Monmouth. 
Rev, Wentworth Watson. (3) M.A 
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Elected by the County Council of Monmouth. 
Edwin Grove, Rsq. ( 4 ) 
Alderman William Cossens, ( 5 ) Monmouth. 



Elected by the University of Oxford. 
Rev. Lancelot R. Phelps, M.A., Fellow of Oriel College. 



Elected by the University of Cambridge. 
Robert Rumsey Webb,(6) Esq., M.A., Fellow of St. John's College. 



Elected by the University College, Cardijff. 
Professor J. Viriamu Jones, ( 7 ) M.A., B.Sc, (Principal). 



Clerk to the Governors, Arthur Vizard, Esq., Monmouth. 



For the management of the High School for Girls, the following four ladies 

.were added to the above : 
Mrs. W. C. Addams-Williams, ( 8 ) Hill House, Monmouth. 
Mrs. W, Bagnall-Oakeley, The Lecturer*s House, Newland. 
Mrs. George P. Cossens, Priory Street, Monmouth. 
Mrs. W. Hall, (8) The Parade, Monmouth. 



I Ex-oMcio. 



1. Under the Scheme of 1891 the Master and Senior Warden are Ex-officio 
Governors of the Schools. The Court of Assistants also elect three Represen- 
tative Governors, who can hold office for five years, and are eligible for re- 
election. The way in which this provision is worked so as to promote the 
best interests of the Charity will be better understood by explaining the 
changes made in one year. The election takes place in November. 
In 1890-1 the five Representatives were those already given, viz. : 

Mr. H. W. Carter, Master, 

Mr. Thomas Townend, Senior Warden, 

Mr. E. S. Tudor, Second Warden. 

Mr. Alfred Slater, who would become, in order of seniority, 
Second Warden in 1891-2. 

Sir Francis Wyatt Truscott, Knt., a member of the Court who had 
already been Master of the Company, was the other. 

In 1891-2, Mr. Carter had "passed the Chair,** and was therefore no longer 
a Governor. Mr. Townend succeeded him, and Mr. Tudor became Senior 
Warden. The list for that year then was : 

Mr. Townend, Master, 

Mr. E. S. Tudor, Senior Warden, 

Mr. Alfred Slater, Second Warden. 
Mr. Tudor, having thus become an Ex-officio, resigned his place as a 
Representative, Governor. This left a vacancy, and the Rev. C. N. Edgington, 

V 
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who would become Second Warden in the following year, was elected. This 
process is repeated every year. Sir F. W. Truscott would continue the re- 
maining Representative Governor for the full term allowed by the Scheme 
('five years) and be then eligible for re-election, unless he vacated the office in 
the meantime bj^ resignation or death. 

By this means the Ex-officio Governors have an opportunity of getting 
acquainted with the work of the Charity, the Master having already had 
three and the Senior Warden two years experience of their duties. 

It must be borne in mind that these highest offices of the Cwnpany pass 
en in order of seniority. 

The following is a list of those who have been Governors of the Monmouth 
Schools ; 



1890-1. H. W. Carter, Esq., 

1890-2. T. Townend, Esq.. 

1890-3. E. S. Tudor, Esq , 

1890-4. A. Slater, Esq., 

1890-4. Sir F. W. Truscolt, 

1891-5. Rev. C. N. Edgington, 

1892-6. Sir David Evans, Knt., 



1893-4. W. Fitzgerald Pitcher, Esq. 

1894-7. Rev. Edwin Pope, 

1894-8. W. H. Potter, Esq., 

1895 Captain J. A. Hunt, 

1896 W. Fox Hawes, Esq., M.A., 

1897 William Tudor, Esq., 

1898 Owen Scripps Tudor. 



Sir F. W. Truscott did not serve his full term, but resigned in Nov., 1894, 
and died on the 3rd of March, 1895. Mr. E. S. Tudor was elected in his place 
(1894). Mr. W. Fitzgerald Pitcher was elected in succession in 1893. In 
Nov., 189i, he declined to go on as Warden, and resigned his Governorship. 
He died in April, 1897. 

2. Charles Henry Compton-Roberts, Esq., died on the 15th Nov., 1891, 
and his son, Charles Montague Compton-Roberts, Esq., was elected in his 
place. 

3. The Rev. W. Watson was appointed to the Vicarage of S. Thomas the 
Martyr, Oxford, and left Monmouth in 1892. Bickerton H. Deakin, Esq., 
was elected in his place. 

4. Alderman Edwin Grove resigned, and Alderman William Hughes, of 
Monmouth, was elected in his place, in March 1899. 

5. Alderman William Cossens died in 1897, and P. W. Raffan, Esq., was 
elected in his place. 

6. R. R. Webb, Esq., ceased to be a Governor in 1894, and the Hon. A. 
L. Pelham was elected in his place. The Hon. Mr. Pelham ceased to be a 
Governor in 1898, and C. M. Thompson, M.A., Trinity College, Cambridge, 
(D. Sc, Lond.), Professor of Chemistry at University College, Cardiff, was 
elected in his place. 

7. Professor J. V. Jones resigned in 1895, and Professor George Chat- 
terton Richards was elected in his place. 
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8. Mrs. W. C. Addams- Williams and Mrs. William Hall resigned in 1896, 
and Mrs. W. Neville, wife of the Vicar, and Mrs. W. Honeyfield, wife of the 
Mayor, of Monmouth, were elected to the vacant places. Mrs. Neville 
resigned in 1898, and Lady Mather- Jackson, of Llantillio Court, was elected 
to be her successor. 

NOTE II. 

List of the Governors of West Monmouthshire School, Pontypool, 1891 : — 

Elected by the Haberdashers' Company. 
The Master of the Company for the time being. ( i ) 
Sir Francis Wyatt Truscott, Knt. ( 2 ) (Representative). 



Elected by the Monmouth County Council. 
Councillor (afterwards Alderman) D. Jones. 
Alderman H. Parfitt, J.P. (3) 



Elected by the Newport County Council. 
Councillor M. Wheeler. 



Elected by the Joint School Boards. 
E. Davies, Esq., J.P. 
E J. Phillips, Esq., J.P., D.L. 

Elected by the University College, Cardiff. 
Professor Roberts, M.A. ( * ) 

P^lected by the University College of Bristol. 
W. II. Greville Edwards, Esq. (5) 

Co-optative Governors. 

Professor John Viriamu Jones, M.A., B.Sc. 

Councillor J. Daniel, J. P., Abersychan, Chairman. 

Alderman George R. Harris, ( 6 ) Nantyglo* 

Treasurer: W. Collins, Esq. 

Clerk to the Governors: John Hutchins, Esq., Solicitor, Newport. 

1. The Ex'officio Governor changes every year. See appendix IX. 

2. Sir F. W. Truscott resigned in 1894, and Edward Scripps Tudor, Esq., 

was elected in his place. 

3. On the 23rd of February, 1899, Councillor William Sandbrook, 
Pontypool, was elected in place of Alderman Parfitt, deceased. 

4. In June, 1893, Professor Vaughan was elected in the place of 
Professor Roberts. On the 23rd February-, A. G. Legard, M.A., H.M. Chief 
Inspector of the District, was elected in the place of Professor Vaughan. 

5. On 23rd February, 1898, the Rev. W. J. Henderson, B.A., was elected 
in the place of Mr. H. G. Edwards, resigned. 

6. On 2nd June, 1898, Alderman E. Grove, J.P., D.L., Chairman Mon. 
C.C., was elected in place of Alderman G. R. Harris, resigned. 



Note. Tlie representative Governors are appointed eaeli for five, tlie 
Co-optative Governors each for eight years. Where no cliange is noted, it 
may be concluded that the holders of tlie office have been re-elected. 
KOTE III. 
The following is « list of the present slaEt of Assistant Masters (1898) in 
Monmouth School : — 

Dataol 
Appointmeut. 

1892. A. W. Wiseman, M.A., Mub. Bac, late Scholar of Gonville and Caius 
Coll., Cambridge. IStb Wrangler, Senior Mathematical Master. 

1891. J. L. Entwistle, M,A,, London University; Associate and late PriiemaD 

of the Owena Coll., Manchester (Mathematics). 

1892, A. S. Little-wood, M.A., late Scholar of University Coll., Oxford ; let CI. 

Hon. Class. Mods., 2nd CI. Lit. Hum. 
1898. E. M. Towers, M.A., late Scliol. of Clirist Church Coll., Oiford ; 2nd CI. 

Hon. Class. Mods., 2nd CI. Lit. Hum. , 2nd CI. Mod. Hist. 
1878. Jules A. Chollet, B— &s-Lettres, University of Neuchatel (Stodern 



1897. J. E. Briggs, M.A.,^late Schol. of Clare Coll., Cambridge ; 2nd CI. Nat. 

Sci. Tripos. 
18B4. E. H. Williams, B.A„ ( 1 ) late Schol. of S. David's Coll., Lampeter. 

{1897. J. U. Worthington, B.A., Senior Master of 
1896, W.O. Jones, (^) Assistant Master of the 
Department. 
1897. Drawing— H. W. Finlinson. 
1881. Music-G. P. Carnall. 

L Mr. Williams succeeded Francis Dormer Pieree, B.A., S. David's ColU 
lampeter, who took Holy Orders. Deaeon 1804, Priest 1895 by the Bp. of 
Manchester, 

2. Mr. Jones was ordained Deacon 1897, Priest 1898, by the Bp. of 
Llandaff. He is now (1898) the only Master in Holy Orders. 
Wkst Monmoitth. 
Headmaster— James Henry Priestley, B.A. (Lond.). 
Science Master— Oscar J. Cole, B.A., Inter. Sc. (Loud.). 
Modem Language Master— A. E. Johnson, M.A. (Oxon.). 
Classical Master~E. P. Adam, B.A. Late Exhibitioner of Merton Coll., 
Oxford. 

Form Master— Percy Meadows, Inter, Arts (Lond.), and Silver Medallist 
London College of Music. 

The above lists of Masters are taken from the Prospectuses of the tvo 
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APPENDIX I. 

EXAMINERS. 

1852-61 (Midsummer). Eev. Charles J. Homfray, B.A., (1837), 3rd a. in Lit. 

Hum., Oriel College, Oxford. With the exception of Midsummer, 

1857, when the Rev. W. Haig Brown, B.A., (1846), 2nd Classic and 

Jun. Opt., Pembroke College, Cambridge, was Examiner. 
1861-62. John R. Seeley, B.A., (1857), Bracketed Sen. Classic, First Chancel- 
lor's Medalist, and Sen. Opt., Christ's College, Cambridge. Author 

of ** Ecce Humo," and Professor of Modem History, Cambridge, 

(1869). 
1862-70. Leonard B. Seeley, B.A., (1852), 6th Wrangler, First CI. Classic, and 

First CI. Moral Sbience, (1853). Trinity College, Cambridge. 
1871. Rev. Charles Bigg, 1st CI. Mods., (1859), B.A., (1862), First CI. in Lit. 

Hum., Late Senior Student and Tutor of Christ- Church, Oxford, 

afterwards Principal of Brighton College. 
1872-3. James Smith Reid, B.A., (1869), Bracketed Senior Classic, First Chan. 

Med., Sen. Opt., Christ's Coll., Cambridge. 
1874. Rev. William Griffith, B.A., (1868), Bracketed 6th Wrangler, 2nd CI. in 

Classical Tripos, S. John's Coll., Cambridge. 
1876-6. Rev. John Griffith, B.A., (1840), Bracketed 10th Wrangler, 2nd CI. in 

Classical Tripos, S. John's Coll., Cambridge, previously Principal 

of Brighton College. 
1877-91. Rev. David Jones Davies, B.A., (1866), 13th Wrangler, late Fellow 

of Emmanuel Coll., Cambridge, Rector of North Benfleet, Essex. 

Assisted in Classics by 
1877-79. Francis George Bamfylde, 1st CI. Mods., (1872), B.A., (1875), 2nd CL 

in Lit. Hum., late Demy of Magdalen Coll., Oxford. 
1880-91. Charies Hepworth Gibson, 1st CI. Mods., (1870), B.A., (1872), 1st CI. 

in Lit. Hum., S. John's Coll., Oxford. 



CHEMISTRY. 

1877-91. Charies Henry Ralfe, M.D., B.A., (1867), 2nd CI. Nat. Sci., Lecturer 
on Chemical Physiology at S. George's Hospital, and Physician to 
the London Hospital. 



FBENCH AND GERMAN. 
o 

1875-77. Stephane Barlet, Bach. Sci., University of France, Senior Assistant 
Master at the Mercers' School, Examiner to, and Member of the 
Council of the College of Preceptors, Examiner for the Admiralty. 

1878. Henri Bud, B-es-Lettres de V Universite de France. 

1879. A. Stronwelle, of the University of Bonn. 
1880-83. Henri Bue. 

1884. Mons. Benzemaker, B.A., London, Assistant Examiner in Foreign 
Languages. 
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1885. Victor Spiers. 

1886-91. A. Droegs, Ph. D., Classical Department, Cheltenham College. 



DRAWING 

1877-79. James Fahey, Member of the Institution of Painters in Water 



Colours. 
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Graduates of Oxford and Cambridge who were pupils at Monmoutk 
School. 

Those who have held School Exhibitions are distinguished by the letter 
(E) followed by th<^ date of their election. 

Unless otherwise stated, the date on the left denotes the year of obtain- 
ing an ordinary degree. 

Those who entered Holy Orders are marked with an asterisk. * 



1652. CnuMPK, John, Christ's Coll., Oxford, was awarded one of the Exhibi- 
tions of the Haberdashers' Company, and was afterwards Usher 
at Monmouth. 

1809. *Tylkr, John Endell, 1st CI. in Lit. Hum., Fellow of Oriel ColL, 
Oxford, afterwards Rector of S. Giles in the Fields, and Canon 
Residentiary of S. Paul's Cath., London. 

1837. *H0MFRAY, Charles J . ( i ) See appendix i. 

1848. *Garnsey, Henry Edward Fowler, (E., 1843), 4th CI. in Lit. Hum., 

Magdalen Coll., Oxford, afterwards Fellow of the same. 

1849. *Olvp:u, Henry, (K., 1845), Sen. Opt., Corpus Christi Coll., Cambridge, 

afterwards Principal of S. Stephen'.** Coll., Saltash, Cornwall. 
1852. *Parsons, Charles, (K., 1848), 3rd CI. in Lit. Hum., Jesus Coll., Oxford^ 

afterwards Rector of Penarth, Glamorganshire. 
1865. *Blanch, John, (E., 1861), 9th Wrangler, Fellow of S. John's Coll^ 

Cambridge, afterwards Assist. Master in Sherborne School. 
1872. Webb, Robert Rumsey, (E., 1868), Sen. Wrangler, and 1st Smith's 

Prizeman, Fellow of S. John's Coll., Cambridge, leading Private 

Tutor in Mathematics at the University. 
1875. *Prosskr, Henry Paul, (E., 1871) Wadham Coll., Oxford, Vicar of AH 

Saints, Hereford, (18S6-95), afterwards Vicar of Twickenham, and 

Preb. in Hereford Cathedral. 
1877. *JoNEs, John Sheldon, {\<:., 1873), 33rd Wrangler, S. John's Coll., Cam- 
bridge, afterwards (1887) Vicar of All Saints, Ipswich. 
1879. *Forster, Herbert, 3rd CI. Theo. Sch., Queen's Coll., Oxford. 

Jones, Thomas Joseph, Clare Coll., Cambridge, M.B., CM., Edin., 1886. 

M.R.C.S., Lon., 1886. 

(1). There were no doubt several more pupils of Monmouth School who graduated at the 
two older Universities during the earlier part of the present century. 
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*Lewis, Harvey James, (E., 1876), 24th Wrangler, S. John's Coll., 

Cambridge. 
Wbbbeb, Edward Samuel, (E., 1875), Downing Coll., Cambridge, M.B., 

1882, M.R.C.IS. and L.A.S. Lond. 

1880. *FoRSTBB, Walter, 2nd CI. Nat. Sci., Keble Coll., Oxford. 

1881. BiBAM, Benjamin Swinton, (E., 1877), Jun. Opt., Trinity Coll., Cam- 

bridge. 
CossBNS, William Henry, Sci. Sp., Caius College, Cambridge. 
*Wablow, William Meyler, Jun. Queens' Coll., Cambridge. Rector of 

S. Andrew's, Kelso, N.B., (1887-93); Vicar of Henlow, Beds., 

(1893-98); afterwards Vicar of Weston S. Mary, Lincolnshire; 

rowed four in the Inter-University boat race in 1880. 

1882. HucKWELL, Joseph James, Ist CI. Mods., (1880), and 2nd CI. final in Disc. 

Math.. Jesus Coll., Oxford, afterwards Mathematical Master in 

Westminster School. 
Lbbioo, Henry John, (E., 1879), Jun. Opt., S. John's Coll.. Cambridge, 

afterwards (1888) Vicar of Llansaintffread, in Elvel, Builth, 
Newton, Ernest Richard, S. Catharine's Coll., Cambridge. 
*PiTT, Eean Mottram. Jun. Opt., Pembroke Coll., Cambridge. Vicar 

of S. George's, Bristol, 1899. 
*Wade, George Woosung, (E., 1878), Ist CI. Mods., (1879), 2nd CI. in 

Lit. Hum., Oriel Coll., Oxford, afterwards Professor of Latin in S. 

David's Coll., Lampeter. 

1883. Facby, ( 1 ) William E., (E., 1880), Spec, Sci., S. John's Coll., Cambridge, 

M.B., 1884, Cam., M.R.C.S., Lond. 
*Keene, Rees, 2nd CI. Theo., Late Ex. Jesus Coll., Oxford, Lee. of 

S. Bees Coll., (1886-95) afterwards (1896) Rector of Gosforth, 

Cumberland. 
*Newman, Charles Henry, S. John's Coll., Cambridge, afterwards (1893) 

Rector of Hetton-le-Hole, Durham. In the University Football 

Team 1882-3. 
*Oakeley, William Pearce, Jesus Coll., Oxford, afterwards Precentor 

at Edinburgh Cathedral. 

1884. *Lewis, George, (2nd CI. Mods., 1882), 1st CI. Theol., Balliol Coll., 

Oxford, B.A., Lond., 1869, M.A., Lond., 1879, afterwards (1888) 

Vicar of S. Augustine, Dodderhill, Droitwich. 
1886. Fbebb, Richard, Caius Coll., Cambridge, M.A., M.B., B.C., 1892, M.D., 

1896. 
1886. *HosGOOD, Samuel, Downing Coll., Cambridge, afterwards (1898) Vicar 

of Lockington-with-Hemington, Derby. 
*Jenkins, Howel William, N.I.U., Oxford. 



(1). Mr. Facey's brother, Mr. Charles S. Facey, held a School Exhibition at Edinburgh, where 
he took his M.B. He entered the Royal Vskvy as a Surgeon, and distinguished himself in 
the Punitive Expedition to Benin. 
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RiCHABDS, Thomas Lewis, Sen. Opt., S. John's Coll., Cambridge. 
RosEVEABE, William Nicholas, (E., 1882), 6th Wrangler, and 1st CI. 

Pt. ii.. Fellow of S. John's Coll., Cambridge, afterwards a Master 

at Harrow School. 
*Shawcboss, John Peter,. 1st CI. Theo., Oxford, afterwards (1895) 

Vicar of S. Chad's, Chadwell Heath, Essex. 
*Warlow, George Edmund, Clare Coll., Cambridge, afterwards (1894) 

Vicar of Stockingford, Nuneaton. 

1887. *SiMMOND&, Charles, Queens' College, Cambridge, afterwards Vicar of 

Exhall, Coventry. 

1888. *Hawkeswoiith, .John (E. 1885), Trinity Hall, Cambridge, afterwards 

(1898) Vicar of Stavely, near Kendal. 
*RosEVBARB, Richard Polgreen, Sen. Opt., S. John's Coll., Cambridge, 

afterwards (1896) Rector of Great Snoring with Tbursford, 

Norfolk. 
TowNSENi), Arthur Humphry, Caius Coll., Cambridge. 
Tucker, Alfred James, Caius Coll , Cambridge. 

1889. Prosseb, Edward C, Selwyn Coll., Cambridge. 

1890. *Embry, James, S. Catharine's Coll., Cambridge. 

*Prick. John (E. 1886), 2nd CI. Nat. Sci. Tripos Pt. ii., S. John's Coll., 
Cambridge. 

1891. *Roberts, Edward John (E. 1887), S. John's Coll., Cambridge. 

1892. *Phillii»8. Egbert Ivor Allen (E. 1888), 26th Wrangler, 2nd CI. Nat. 

Sci. Tripos, Jesus Coll., Cambridge, a Master at Ipswich School. 

1893. *EvANS, Frederick Charles, Corpus Christi Coll., Cambridge. 
*Thomas, William Jollifife (E. 1890;, Clare Coll., Cambridge. 

Vaughan, David Thomas Gwynne (E. 1890), 1st CI. Nat. Sci., Christ's 
Coll., Cambridge. 

1894. Capon, Edward Orford, Christ's Coll., Cambridge. 

*Halk, Herbert Percy, 3rd CI. Theo. Sch., S. Edmund's Hall, Oxford. 
Lamb, William Andrews (E. 1890), S. John's Coll., Cambridge. 
*Parry, Edward Johnson, Cambridge. 
*PiTT, George William (E. 1891), Jun. Opt., Pembroke Coll., Cambridge. 

1895. *PiMBDRY, George Cam Wellington, Trinity Coll., Oxford. 

1897. *R0BERTS, Henry Edwin (E. 1894), Jun. Opt., S. John's Coll., 

Cambridge. 

1898. AVeatherhbad, George Ernest, 3rd CI. Class. Mods. : 3rd CI. Final 

Sch. Mod. Hist., Keble Coll., Oxford. 
Weatherhead, Robert (E. 1895), Sen. Opt., Coll. Prize, Eng. Litera- 
ture (twice), Corp. Christi Coll., Cambridge. 

Note. Pupils who left Monmouth and went to other Schools before 
going to either Oxford or Cambridge University, are not included in the 
foregoing list. 
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The Author has found it necessary to adopt the above rule, because of the 
impossibility of obtaining anything like a complete list of those who had 
been partly educated at the School and had left some time before going to 
one of the Universities. Many old pupils, who afterwards distinguished 
themselves, have in consequence been omitted from this list. Among these 
may be mentioned Henry William Watkins, D.D., Archdeacon and Canon of 
Durham (1882) who took the highest place in the class list of King's College 
and London University. lie was also a Scholar of Balliol Coll., Oxford. 
Archdeacon Watkins received his earlier education in Monmouth School. 

The Author acknowledges his obligation to '* Crockford's Clerical 
Directory." 

APPENDIX III. 

The Lecturers of the Charity of William Jones at Monmouth. 
Date of 
Election. 

John Hughes, M.A., apppointed by William Jones. He was super- 
seded by 

1615 (3 May) Richard Sedgwick, M.A., " preacher of God's Word to the 
Company of Merchant Adventurers at llamborough" Resigned' 
(1617). 

1617 (6 Aug.) Robert Brabourn, M.A. Removed in 1652 on a charge of 
"scandal and malignancy." He was appointed Usher of the 
School in 1655, and Headmaster, in place of Mr. Taynton, de- 
ceased, in 1657. lie was also Vicar of Monmouth. 

1652 (28 Feb.) Roger Charnock, M.A., appointed for two years. In 1655 he 
was continued in the place for life. Died in 1657. 

1657 (3 July) Samuel Fawcett, M.A., the Lecturerat Newland, appointed. On 

being chosen Vicar of Newland he resigned the office on the 10th 
of the following December. Never came into residence at 

Monmouth. 

1658 (17 Jan.) .lohn Cragge, M.A., elected, but the "Committee for the appro- 

bation of public preachers" at Whitehall would not confirm the 
choice, and ho in consequence resigned the election, and therefore 
never acted.(i) 

1658 (17 Sept.) Nicholas Carey, M.A., "a minister in Gloucestershire."" 
Removed under the " Act of Uniformity." 

1662 (17 Oct.) Charles Godwin, M.A. He was also Vicar of Monmouth. 
Died in 1676. 

1676 (30 Nov.) John Wickens, M.A. Resigned on the 28th of Jan., 1685. 

1685 (11 July) Charles Herbert, M.A. Fellow of Kings College, Cambridge. 

Presented to the Vicarage of Kingswood, Hampshire, by the 

*• Seniors "of his College, but continued to reside and hold the 

Lectureship at Monmouth. Died in March, 1723, and was buried 

in S. Mary's Churchyard. 

(1). Mr. MorriH, " a jfodly miniBter in Kent," was elected on Sept. 8th, but on the 17th, "for 
several weigfhty reasons," the order was withdrawn. 
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1723 (2 April) Andrew Cuthbert, M.A. Headmaster of the School. Died in 

1749, and was buried in S. Mary's Churchyard. 
1749 (3 Aug.) Roynon Jones, M.A. Died in January, 1773. 
1773(27 Jan.) George Smith, M.A. Died, 1793. 
1793 (21 March) Thomas Prosser, M.A. Headmaster of the School. Was also 

Vicar of Monmouth (1815). Died 28th April, 1823. 
1823 (16 May) John Powell, M.A. Headmaster of the School. Died 31st 

March, 1836, and was buried at Dixton. 
1836 (11 July) James Crowther, M.A. Died 7th Sept., 1849, and was buried 

at Welsh Newton. 
1849 (12 Nov.) Charles Augustus Halson, M. A., Pembroke College, Cambridge. 

Resigned 25th Nov., 1859. Died, 1860. 
1859 (10 Jan.) John Dundas Watherston, M.A., S. John's College, Cam- 
bridge. Headmaster of the School. Died 8 Nov., 1881, ( i ) and was^ 

buried in the Monmouth Cemetery. 
1882 (13 March) William Meyler Warlow, M.A., Queen's College, Cambridge. 

APPENDIX IV. 

The Headmasters of the "Free Grammar School" of William Jones at 
Monmouth. 

Date of 
Election. 

1615 (1 March) John Owen, M.A. Sometime Fellow of Queens' College^ 

Cambridge. Resigned, 1617. 
1617 (7 May) Humfrey Crewys, M.A. Sometime Fellow of King's College,. 

Cambridge. Died 1639. 
1639 (1 March) Nathaniel Taynton, M.A. Died 1657. 

1657 (20 March) Robert Brabourn, M.A., formerly Lecturer, but had been 

dispossessed during the Commonwealth. In consequence of his- 
accepting Preferment he was required to leave the School. 

1658 (17 Sept.) Robert Frampton, M.A. Oxford. Left in consequence of 

receiving Ecclesiastical Preferments. 

1663 (8 April) John llarmer, M.A. Greek Professor at the University of 

Oxford. lie resigned without ever acting as Headmaster. 
(23 July) Charles Hoole, M..\. Lincoln College, Oxford. He was re- 
quired to leave because he would not resign his Ecclesiastical 
Preferments. 

1664 (7 Sept.) William Morris, M.A. Removed on accepting the Rectory of 

Mitchell Troy. 
1672 (13 July) Thomas Bassett, M.A. Removed 16 Nov., 1686. Restored 
1691. Died Headmaster 1713. 



(1). The Rev. C. M. Roberts, the Headmaster of the School, performed the duties until the 
election was made in the following March. 
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1687 (18 March) Tliomas Wright. M.A. Kemoved by a declaration of eject- 
ment granted to Mr. BasEett, oa tlie lOCh Aug., 1691. 

1713 (20 May) Andrew Cutllbert, M.A. Appointed Lecturer 1723. 

1723 (7 May) James Birt, M.A, Previously Usher. Died 1737. 

1738 (20 March) Baynham Bames, M.A. I'revioualy Usher. Died in 1758. 

1768 (6 Oct.) John Crow. B.A. ( i ) Died 1780. 

1780(23Feb.) Thomas Frosser, B.A.(i} Appointed Lecturer 1793. Vicar of 
Monmouth 1615. Died 1623. 

1793 (10 April) John Powell, B.A.(l) Previously Uslier. Appointed Lecturer 
1823. Died 1836. 

1823 (28 May) William Jones. M.A., S. Catharine'a Coll., Cambridge. Re- 
signed Lady Day, 1828. 

1828 (14 April) John Oakley Hill. M.A.. Cliriatchurch, Oxford. Resigned 9th 
Jan., 1832. 

1832 (10 Sept.) George Monnington. B.A.(i) Worcester College, Oxford. 
Promoted 10th June, 1814. to the Vicarage of BittflBwell, in the 
gift of the Haberdashers' Company, 

1844(98ept.) John Dundaa Watherston, B,A.(i) S. John's College, Cam- 
bridge, Appointed Lecturer lOtli Jan., 1859. 

1859 (14 March) Charles Manloy Roberts, B.A, ( i ) S. John's College. Cam- 
bridge. Appointed Rector of Brinkley, Cambs., 1889, and re- 
signed the Headmaatership on the 27th of July, 1891, Preferred 
to the Rectory of Aldridge, Staffordshire (1893). 

1891 (28 July) Edward Hugh Ciiltey, M.A.. BalHol College, Osfoid. 

1. All these geutlemen eventually proceeded to M.A., Mr. Roberts to 

B.D. All the Headmaeters were in Holy Orders at the time of their election, 

except the last two, Mr, Roberts was ordained in 1860, 

APPEKDIX V. 

The L'sliers. or Second Masters, of the '-Free Grammar School" of 
'William Jones at Monmouth, 
Dsteol 
Election, 

IGlfi (1 May) Bichard Owen, B.A, Jeaus College. Oxford. 
1623 (20 April) William Voyle. M.A. Resigned in 1637. 
1637 (16 June) I'eter Gough. B.A. Resigned in 16iD, 
1646 (5 June) .VIoore Pye,» B.A. Resigned, 1652. 
1652 (5 Aug.) William Hatley, B.A. Resigned at Christmas. 

(5 Nov.) John Crumpe, Student of Christ's College, Oxford, who had 

been educated at the School. Resigned in 1655, 
1655 (II July) Robert Braboum,* M.A., previously Lecturer, but was ejected 

in 1652. He was appointed HeH.dmaater in 1657. 
1667 (20 March) Saul Jordan, B.A. Appointed Vicar of Aure 2 Sept., 1667, 

in the gift of the Haberdashers' Company. 
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1668 (28 Nov.) Kichard Lucas. Left at Christmas, 1669. 

1670 (14 Sept.) Henry Rogers, who had acted for six months previously. 

Appointed to Abergavenny School in 1674. 
1674 (4 Sept.) Henry Chapman,* B.A. Appointed Vicar of Aure 1677. 
1677 (6 Oct.) Edmond Evans, ( i ) B.A. Resigned, Michaelmas, 1682. 
1679 (14 March) Francis Tyler,* M.A. Lincoln College, Oxford. Removed in 

1695 because he had accepted Preferment. 
1695 (5 July) William Matthews. Died, Nov., 1715. 
1715 (7 Dec.) James Birt,* M.A. Appointed Headmaster, 1723. 
1723 (17 June) George'Gwyn,* M.A. Resigned, 1731. 
1731 (27 Nov.) Baynham Barnes,* M.A. Appointed Headmaster, 1738. 
1738 (19 April) John Thomas,* M.A. Died, 1753. 
1753 (12 July) Francis Hollings,* M.A. Died, 1770. 
1770 (27 June) Richard Stubbs,* B.A., Wadham College, Oxford. Resigned, 

1st Jan., 1779. 

1779 (8 Sept.) Thomas Prosser,* B.A. Appointed Headmaster, 1780, and 

Lecturer, 1793. 

1780 (12 April) John Powell,* B.A., Wadham College, Oxford. Appointed 

Headmaster, 1793, and Lecturer, 1823. 
1793 (3 July) Thomas Hughes,* B.A. Died, 1806. 
1806 (17 July) William Powell,* B.A. Resigned, 1819. 
1819 (22 June) William Jones,* B.A. Appointed Headmaster, 1823. 
1823 (4 June) Henry Prosser.* Resigned on being appointed Vicar of Dulas, 

Herefordshire, 1828. 

1828 (14 July) George Nesham. Resigned at Christmas. 

1829 (12 Jan.) Benjamin Hill. Resigned, Jan. 1836. 
1836 (8 Feb.) Charles Percival Hill. Resigned, 1840. 
1840 (10 Feb.) Edwin Dyer Green. Resigned, 1842. 

I«42 (14 Nov.) Richard Thompson,* B.A., Cambridge. Resigned, 1867. 
1857 (14 Sept.) William Pitt, Retired on a pension of £250 per annum in 
1891. Died, 12th Nov., 1895. 
Those marked with an asterisk are known to have entered Holy Orders, 
most probably the first three Ushers were Clergymen. 

APPENDIX VI. 
The Lecturers of the Charity of William Jones at Newland : — 

Date of 
Election. 

1615 (June 15) Lawrence Potts, M.A., preacher to the Merchant Adventurers 

in Middleborough. Died, March, 1627. 
1627 (April 17) Peter Symonds, M.A. Died in May, 1652. 
1652 (Aug. 5) Samuel Fawcett, M.A. Died in March, 1666. 

(1). See chapter X. 
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1666 (April 28) Thomas Pollington, M.A. Died in March, 1675. 

1675 (July 2) — Kidley, M.A. Died in May, 1676. 

1676 (June 27) Thomas Jekyll, M.A. Kesigned, 30th Nov., 1681. 

1681 (Dec. 2) Humphrey Jordan, M.A., Fellow of Pembroke Hall, Oxford. 

Resigned, 27 May, 1715. 
1715 (May 27) Thomas Lane, M.A. Died, Feb., 1743, 
1743 (March 8) James Birt, M.A. Resigned, 18 June, 1776. 
1776 (June 18) Thomas Birt, M.A. Son of the previous Lecturer. Died in 

August, 1813. 
1813 (Sept. 13) George Ridout, B.C.L., Balliol Coll., Ox. Died, 26 Jan., 1871. 
1871 (May 15) William Bagnall-Oakeley, M.A., Jesus College, Oxford. 

APPENDIX VIL 

The Vicars of Monmouth from 1575 to the present time : — 
1575 Edward Threlkeld. ( i ) Vicar General to Bp. Scory (1569). 
1598 (probably) David Jones. ( 2 ) Buried 11th June, 1619. 
1619 Robert Brabourn, M.A., Lecturer of the Charity of William Jones. 

P^jected by the Puritans in Jan., 1652. (3) 
1652 (Feb. 28) Roger Chamock, M.A., Lecturer, intruded. He died in 

1657 (June). 
Note.— During probably this interval, Charles Harcourt, who is described 
as Minister of Dixton, officiated. 
1658 (Sept. 17) Nicholas Carey, M.A., Lecturer, was probably intruded, but 

was removed from the Lectureship because he refused to conform 

in 1662. 
1663 Charles Godwin, M.A., Lecturer, on the presentation of Henry Somerset 

Lord Herbert. Buried, 2nd Nov., 1676. 

1677 (Feb. 1) Herbert Pye. Resigned, 1715. 

1715 (July 7) Herbert Pye. (4) Son of the previous Vicar. Buried, March 

11th, 1726. 
1726 (July 28) John Ollard. ( 5 ) Buried July 8th, 1732. 
1732 (Aug. 5) Morgan Bullock. (6) Resigned, 1761. 
1761 (Aug. 14) Richard Bellamy. Resigned, 1770. 
1770 (June 21) Richard Bellamy. Probably the son of the previous Vicar. 

Buried, June 9th, 1772. 
1772 (July 9) John Davis, D.D. Buriel, 25th May, 1798. 
1798 (July 4) Duncombe Pyrke Davis. Son of the previous Vicar. Buried, 

14th April, 1815, aged 62. 
1715 (Sept. 15) Thomas Prosser, M.A., Lecturer. Died, 28th April, 1823, after 

having resigned at the end of the year 1821. 
1822 (Feb. 16) Henry Barnes, M.A. Died, 1837. 
1837 (Oct. 7) George Roberts, (a) M.A., Trinity Coll., Cambridge, afterwards 

Rector of Beechamwell, Swaifliam, Norfolk. 

(a). Mr. Roberts was a Jun. Op. and 2n(l CI. CI. Tripos (1830). 
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1846 (March 10) John George Storie, M.A. Afterwards Vicar of S. Giles, 
Camber well. 

1849 (Feb. 22) Edward Francis Arney, (a) M.A., Brasenose College, Oxford. 
Died 25tli April, 1875. 

1875 (Oct. 13) Sidney Phillips, M.A., Brasenose College, Oxford. Afterwards 
Rector of Nuneham-Courtnay, Dio. Ox., 1879-87; Vicar of 
Kidderminster 1887. 

1879 (Dec. 22) Wentworth Watson, (7) MA., Christchurch, Oxford. After- 
wards Vicar of S. Thomas the Martyr, Oxford, 1892-6; Vicar of 
Abingdon, Dio. Oxford, 1896. 

1892 (Sept. 12) William Neville, M.A., Magdalen College, Oxford. After- 
wards Vicar of S. Mary, Reading, 1897. 

1897 (Oct 19) Charles Frederick Reeks, M.A. Trinity College, Cambridge. 
The figures attached to the names refer to notes at the end. 

NOTES. 

1. The Priory of Monmouth was a Benedictine Monastery subject to 
the Abbey of S. Florence, or, as it is sometimes called, S. Lawrence, near 
Salmur in Anjou, France. A Priory is a religious house governed by a Prior, 
and inhabited by monks who are either sent from, or deputed by some abbey; 
and to the abbey certain privileges, jurisdiction, and endowments are re- 
served. When an English Priory was subordinate to some foreign abbey (as 
was often the case from the French and Norman followers of William 1., 
endowing the abbeys of their native country with some of the lands acquired 
in their conquered territories) it was called an "Alien Priory." The Mon- 
mouth Priory was endowed by Wihenoc, the Norman possessor of Monmouth 
€astle, in the reign of llenry I., with tithes and land. 

Baderon, brother of Wihenoc, gave to the Church of S. Mary, Monmouth, 
and to the Prior Geoffrey and to the monks, the tithe which the Mayor 
(praetor) should pay for the Town of Monmouth, making the grant on All 
Saints' Day (about 1110-20. 

The Norman Church was probably built between 1084 and 1134. 

The Gothic Church, Tower, and Spire, were built about 1330. Additions 
were made afterwards, and tlie most southern aisle was not completed till 
1450. The Church belonging to the Priory was built on to the east end. It 
fell into ruin after the dissolution of the House, which took place in 1536, 
when Richard Tailebus was Prior. 

The Rectorial Tithes belonging to the Priory were at that time valued at 
£33 6s. 8d. yearly. Out of this £10 were paid to the Vicar. This payment is 
still made, and no more, by the representative of the late Mr. Peter Hoare, 
who purchased the tithe from the Duke of Beaufort. 

(a). Mr. Amej' was 2nd 01. in Lit. Hum. (1821). 
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The walls of the present National Scliool, from what is called Geoffrey's 
window, to the west end, on the side facing the Monnow, formed a part of 
the old Priory. 

2. The records in the Diocesan Registry at Hereford between 1585 and 
and 1602 are missing. As tliere ie no mention of the institution of any Vicar 
of Monmouth between :575 and 1585, nor between 1602 and 1619, it is most 
probable that David Jones was instituted between the two dates 15S5 and 
1A02. -is the Parish Registers begin in 1598, that date would probably mark 
the appointment of a new Vicar. It is very likely that Edward Threlkeld 
was non-resident, and therefore took little interest in the parish. This would 
account for the fact that the order made early in the reign of Kliiabeth, that 
registers sliould be kept, was so long disregarded. 

During the time David Jones was Vicar, William Thomas and Hugh 



I 



1-6, and the latter 

lis duties as Vicar 
] Jan., lGo2. His 
. 14th Aug., 1650 ; 



Jones seem to have been Curates, the former about 1603 
1610-13, 

3, Robert Brabourn was no doubt interfered with in 1 
sometime before he was removed from the Lectureship ii 
last entries in the register were; burial, 1st July, baptisi 
and marriage, 6th Nov., 1651, During the years 1651-63 the registers were 
most irregularly kept on loose papers, mostly by Charles Harcourt, who was 
buried in B. Mary's Churchyard on the 16th April, 1673, when he is described 
as "Min'r of Dixton." These papers were collected and transcribed in 1663 
by "Jeremiah Jackson, Clark and Register," by order of Mr. William Fortune 
and Mr, James Morgan, then Churchwardens. It must be borne in mind that 
during the period of the Commonwealth it was the duty of the Lecturer to 
deliver one sermon in the Church, it permission to do so were granted, every 
Lord's Day, This was no doubt done, except for about one year, from June, 
16.57. till Oct,, 1658, when there was a difficulty in filling the place in conse- 
quence of the " Committee for the approbation oE public preachers " refusing 
to confirm the nominee of tliu Haberdashers' Company. The name of 
Nicholas Carey, the Lecturer, is placed at the end of the entries of the 
registers made by order of the Churchwardens in 1662. 

4, In Acton's Thesaurus is given a list of livings, which were augmented 
by private donors ; each £200 thus raised being met by a grant of £200 from 
Queen Anne's Bounty, Among tha numlit;f dated 1723 appears Monmouth 
Vicarage, John Burgh, Esq. This gentleman may be presumed to be the 
private donor. 

5, In 1731, the Minister, Churchwardens, and inhabitants of Monmouth 
presented a petition to the King (George II.), stating that the Parish Churcli 
was very ruinous and decayed, and that a part had fallen down. These fact* 
were certified by the Mayor (Mr. Thomas Middletou), Recorder and Bailiffs. 
In reply, the King issued a brief, dated the I2thDec., 1732, for the purpose of 
raising money by collections throughout the country. The estimated esponso 
of rebuilding was £4,497. 



< 
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6. In consequence of this, the whole of the beautiful old Church, except 
the tower and spire, was pulled down, and the materials worked into the 
hideous building of the usual type in the Georgian era, which took its place 
(1736-7). The Church thus destroyed consisted at first of a nave and south 
aisle, each thirty feet wide, with a lofty vaulted roof, which, with the sides, 
were richly clothed with oak wainscoat, and the windows ornamented with 
painted glass. The Reading Desk and Pulpit were placed against the north 
wall, between two windows, at the time when it was taken down. The Pew 
appropriated to the Corporation of the Borough was near the Reading Desk, 
into which they descended by five steps, and in it were three rows of seats, 
on the uppermost of which the Mayor took his place, and underneath him 
sat the Aldermen, according to the seniority of their gowns. The Bell Tower 
was open to the body of the Church. To this had been added between 13.30 
and 1450 the Cappers' Chapel, which was delicately blazoned and beautifully 
wrought, and two Chapels, the one belonsjing to the Mil borne family, of 
Wonastow, the other to the Fortune family, of Monmouth. All these formed 
an additional aisle on the south side. 

In the new Church there was a "three-decker," facin'^ west, in front of 
the Lord's Table. This was removed during the time that Mr. Arney was 
Vicar, and chairs were placed in the space thus gained. The Reading Desk 
was then placed on the north, and the Pulpit on the south side. There were 
large heavy looking galleries, erected in 18'24, along each side of the 
building. Previously to this there had been only a gallery at the west 
end for the organ and choir. The ceiling and roof were supported by eight 
Tuscan columns, four on each side, dividing the building into a nave and two 
aisles. The present Baptistry was used as a Vestry, and the fine archway in 
the tower was walled up and altogether concealed from view. 

In 1881-2 all the interior of this Church was removed, as well as the roof. 
The north, west and south walls alone were left. A properly proportion 
Chancel was added, and the Church was brought into its present form. It is 
not so lofty by many feet as the nave was in the beautiful Church of the 
fourteenth century, as may readily be seen by examining the outside of the 
tower. The Architect was Mr. S. E. Street, R.A., the Builders were Messrs. 
Wall and Hook, Brinscombe, and the contract was for £6,172. 

In 1843 the parish of Monmouth, which at that time included Over- 
monnow, was transferred from the Diocese of Hereford, to which it had been 
attached from time immemorial, to that of Llandafif. 

APPENDIX VIII. 

Thb London Pensions and Lectusbsuip. 

The following account is given in the Endowed Charities Report 
(London) 1822 :— 

W 



The Charitiea of William Jones. 



" Mr. Jonea, by hia Will, ( i ) gave to the Company of Haherdashera, for the 
mainteaaace of nine poor of tliat Company, £8 sterling every year, and left 
for that purpose £1,410, which would amount to £8 per annum for nine per- 
sons at 5 per cent, per ann. 

Pursuant to this bequest, annual pensions of £8 each are paid quarterly 
to nine poor men free of the Company, who are appointed as vacancies oat 
by the Court of Assiataats. 



Mr. Jones also devised aa follows :— " I give my house in S, Sitlie'a-lane 
(now Size-lane) which coat me more than £1,000. and is now rented at £70 per 
annum. ; and with it I give in money £600, to some teamed and faithful 
preacher, as the Company of Haberdashers shall appoint, in all £1,600." 

It appears from the books, that oa the lat of February. 1614, (£) the 
Company appointed the Rev. John Dowuam preacher of a lecture a 
Church now called 8, Bartholomew's Church, behind the Royal Exchange, and 
that he received the rent of the house in Size-lane, and interest on the sum 
of £600. On the 15tli of October, 1641, the Company purchased a house in 
Fleet Street, called the Lamb, for £914, of which Mr. Jones's £600 formed 
part, and the rest appears to have been paid from the Company's funds. 
From that time the rent of these premises, as well as of those in Size-lane, has 
been applied to the use of the lecturer. The lecture is still preached at the 
same Church every Tuesday morning. 

The particulars of tile property are as follows : — Three messuages on the 
east side of Size-lane, held by Mrs. Rebecca Bence Jackson, executrix of 
James Jackson, for 40 years from Laciy-day, 1790, at the 
yearly rent of ... ... ... ... ... £26 

This lease was granted in consideration of the surrender of a 
former lease for 40 years, from Lady-day, 1775, s 
rant, of a fine of £328 8,s., and of an expenditure by the 
leuee of £100 in new erections. 

The £323 8s. was invested in stock, part of which was 
afterwards sold out, and applied in the purchase of land-tax 
on the above property, which produces annually 

A house in Fleet Street and two in Apollo-court adjoin- 
ing, held by the executors of James Kelii, assignee of Ji 
Wasael!, for 21 years from Christmas. 1811, at the yearly 
rent of 

Interest of £26 19s. 6d. three per cent, reduced 
part of the stock purchased with the flue upon the premises 
in Size-lane 

LB of the Lecturer 
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The premises in Fleet Street and Apollo-court are let at a full rent. They 
are old, and the latter of them badly situated. It is feared that at tlia ejcpi- 
ration of the present lease they will require t^ be rebuilt, and will scarcely 
produce the present rent. 

The lessee of the bouses in Size-lane laid out a conjiderable sum upon 
them, exceeding the amnunt in his covenant. It is expected that when the 
lease falls in, a material increase of rent will be obtained." 

After 1832 the value of this property gradually increased till I860, when 
the annual income payable to the Lecturer amounted to £351. Xa the duties 
attached to the office involved only the delivery of a sermon weekly on 
Tuesday, it became known by the name of the " Golden Lectureship." 

In 186C the houses 24os. 11, 15 and 16. Size-lane, representing the mansion 
originally bequeathed by William Jones, were sold for £39,000 to the 
" Metropolitan Board of Works " for the formation of a new street from the 
Thames Embankment at Blackfriara Bridge to the Mansion House. This wna 
invested in Consols to the amount of £33,238 2a. 2d. With the sanction of 
the Charity Commissioners, out of this sum £1,606 14s. 8d. (Consols), realizing 
£1,500 cash, was contributed towards the building of the Church of All Saints, 
Uatcham, besides a gift of land for the Church and Schools ; also £4,309 2s. Id. 
(Consols), realiiing £4,000 cash, towards the buildins of 8. Peter's, Hoiton , 
leaving a baladce of £28,220 5s. od. (Consols) nf this fund for the purposes of 
the Charity. This waa done in 1870-1. 

Besides this, two "preacherahipa" at £60 a year each were founded. 
They were to be granted to Clergymen whose total income is under £300, 
having a population of not leas than 7,000 under their charge, and within Hve 
miles oE Haberdasher's IEbII. These, together with £400(i)a year to the 
Lecturer, the Rev. Daniel Moore (from 1871), were paid out of the interest of 
this balance (£26,320 5h. Qd.) and the rents of the property in Fleet Street and 
Apollo-court. 

In 1881 the house No, 202, Fleet Street, was sold and the proceeds 
invested in Consols amounted to £3,816 ISs. lOd., and in 1836 the houses 7 and 
8, Apollo-court, realised aulflcient to purchase £3,266 Oa. 2d. (Consols), these 
two amounts being together £6,782 193. (Consols). 

The annual surplus, after the payment of the charges above referred to, 
was regularly invested, and the capital sum was so greatly increased that the 
Ciimpany were able to build a Church and parsonage at Hatcham in 1891-3, 
very appropriately dedicated to the memory of their patron saint (S. Catharine), 
at an outlay of £19.737, beaidas a further sum of £6,000 for the endowment 
of the living. 

The actual amount of stock, after these largo sums have been expended, 
now (1898) standing to the credit of the Charity, is £25,608 16s. This is a case 




Although the lecturealiip has been far some CHnturiRB a yearly appoint- 
t, still tlie holder of the ofBce has, until recent times, been re-elected till 
his resignation or death, unless there was good reason to the contrary. Since 
It of the Rev, Daniel Moore in 1804, the income has l)een reduced 
to £150, but only twelve lectures have been required in the year. Besides 
this, three additional "preaeherahips" at £60 and two at £80 jier a 
have been endowed, making, with the two previouaiy mentioned, a 
all. This involves a payment of £610 yearly out of the dividends ariaiug 
from the sum (£25,698 16s.) now standing to the credit of the Charity; the 
balances of unapplied income being regularly invested. 

This lecture wtui first delivered hy Mr. Downam at 8. Bartholomew's (the 
Exchange), of which he was the Rector, before .1 p.m. < 
e with llie order of the Court. It has for many yet 
given at one o'clock on the same day in the Chnrch of . 
When Mr. Boyd-Carpenler was appointed in 1895 a nei 
and the Company arranged with the authorities that u 



Tuesdays, in accord- 

1894 been 

Kargnret, Lothbnry. 

departure was made, 

lecture should be 



delivered on the last Tuesday in every month ut a quarter past one in 8. 
Paul's Cathedral. On the appointment of his successor. Canon Ridgway, in 
November of the following year, it was again restored to its former place. In 
1897 a change was made in the times of the delivery of the lecture. Instead 
of being monthly it was ordered that six should he delivered in Advent and 
six in Lent, with a week's interval between the lecmres in each series. 

The following ia a list of the Lecturers, and the date,» of their appoint- 

1615(1 Feb.) "John Downame," B.D. Resigned 14th May, 1651, on n I 

pension of £20 ciuarttriy. Died in the following year. Lecture 

given at S. Bartholomew's (the Exchange). 
1651 {H May) George Griffith, M.A. Retired h 

form.(i) Lecture at S. Barthoiomew 
1662 (27 Sept.) — Haworth, M.A. Died in IfiST.. 
1665 (2nd Dec.) William Ling, M.A. 
1667 [26 Jan.) Daniel Latham, M.A. 
1685 (29 Nov.) John Scott. D.D. Died in 1695. 
1695 (24 April) Lilly Butler, D.D. Minister of 8. Mary's, Aldermanhury. 

Died in 1713. 
1713 {23 May} Francis Jeffreys, M.A. Died in 1740. 
1740 (22 July) Samuel Nicholas, M.A- Resigned in 1755. 
1755 (14 May) Robert Poole Finch, M.A. Died in 1803. 
<1|. Apartot 



was pnid over onnuaUj to Mr. Griffith hy a 
ill tha lut rear in whloh II vnu held hjllr. 
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1803 (8 June) Watts Wilkinson, M.A. Died in 1841. 

1841 (8 Feb.) Thomas Dale, M.A. Vicar of S. Bride's, Fleet Street. Died in 
1849. 

1849 (1 Dec.) Henry Melvill, M.A., (afterwards B.D.) Formerly a Fellow of 
S. Peter's College, Cambridge ; Principal of the East India College, 
Haileybury. Afterwards Canon of S. Paul's, Rector of Barnes, 
Surrey, and Chaplain in Ordinary to the Queen. Resigned in 
1856. The Lecture was delivered in S. Margaret's, Lothbury. 

1856 (29 Nov.) Daniel Moore, M.A. S. Cath. Coll., Cambridge, Vicar of Holy 
Trinity, Paddington (1866) ; Chaplain in Ordinary to the Queen 
(1870) ; Preb. of S. Paul's Cath. (1880), &c. Resigned in 1894. 

1895 (11 Feb.) Archibald Boyd Carpenter, M.A. S. Cath. Coll., Cambridge; 
Rector of S. George's, Bloomsbury, and Hon. Chap, to the Queen. 

1895 (23 Nov.) Charles John Ridgway, M.A. Trinity Coll., Cambridge; Vicar 
of Christ Church, Lancaster Gate. 

1897 (8 Nov.) Edward Alexander Stuart, M.A. S. John's Coll., Cambridge ; 

Vicar of S. Matthew's, Bayswater. 

1898 (10 Oct.) Henry Bickersteff Ottley, M.A. S. John's Coll., Oxford; Vicar- 

designate of S. Mark's, South Norwood. 
The nine pensions of eight pounds each are still paid by the Haber- 
dashers' Company. It may be worthy of consideration as to whether it 
would not be in accordance with the spirit of the Will of William Jones to 
apply some part of the future accumulations of the Lectureship Fund 
(should there be any) towards increasing the yearly value of these pensions. 

APPENDIX IX. 

A List of the 
MASTERS OF THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF HABERDASHERS, 

•LONDON. 
The Election takes place on the nearest Saturday to St. Catharine's Day, 

(Nov. 25th) 

either before or after. 

The Publication, that is the assumption of the Office, on the Tuesday 

following. 
The following six Lord Mayors of London were Masters of the Company 
before the date of the commencement of the first Minute Book. 

The numbers attached indicate their years of Office as Chief Magistrate of 
the Metropolis. 

Sir Robert Bilisden 1483 Sir George Barnes 1552 

Sir Stephen Peacock 1532 Sir William Garrard 1555 

Sir William Forman 1538 Sir Nicholas Woodrof 1579 

The date to the left indicates the year of election to the Office of Master 

of the Company. 
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^^H Those wliD were Lord Mayors are 


■ 


^^H printed in small capitals. Their years 




^H when they did not hold both at the en 


me time. 


^H QL'EEX ELIZABKTU. J 


^^H 1^2 Sir Thomas Bi.anck, Kt. 


1592 John Garrard 


^H 1583 Thomas Smyth 


1503 Robert Taylor 


^^1 1584 Henry Billingesley 


15U4 Thomas Lowe 


^^m 1665 Sir Nichola.s Woodbof, Kt, 


1595 Henkv Billivobslby <i> 


^H (157!<) 


(1596) 


^^H 1586 Sm Gkosob Bar.mbs, Kt. 


15% Richard Goumey 


^^H 1587 Sir Georok Bond, Kt. 


1697 William Ryder 


^^P 1588 Thomas Smylh 


15!)6 Christopher Hoddeadon 


^V 1589 Richard Goumey 


1599 Thomas Smyth 


1590 Henry Billingesley 


1600 Sir William KYUna, Kt. 


1691 William Ryder 


1601 Sir John Gabbarii, Kt. 


JAMES 1. ■ 


1602 Thomas Lowe 


1613 Francis Jones ■ 


1603 Sir William Rumney, Kt. 


1614 Sir John Garrard. Kt. H 


160* Sir Thomas Lowb, Kt. 


1615 SIrThomasLowe. Kt. H 


1605 Sir Henry Billingesley, Kt. 


1616 Sir Francis Jones, Kt, H 


1606 Sir William Ryder, Kt. 


1617 Sir John Harrard. Kt. H 


1607 Sir John Garrard, Kt. 


1618 Sir Thoma.- Lowe. Kt. ■ 


1606 Sir TIioniHS Lowe, Kt. 


1619 Hugh Hnmeraley H 


1609 Sir William Rumney. Kt, 


1620 Sir FnAscis JoNsa, Kt. H 


1610 Francis Jones 


1621 George Whiimore H 


1611 Sir John Garrard, Kt. 


1622 Nicholns Rainton H 


1612 Sir Thomas Lowe, Kt. 


1623 Robert Offley H 


CHARLES [. B 


1B24 MartynBond 


163g Siehnla.? Dickens 


16L'6 Richard Fenii 


1637 Sib Hichabd Fbnn, Kt. 


1626 William Palmer 


1638 Hilrafrey Lee 


1627 Sir Hugh ilAMiiESLBV,( 2 ) Kt, 


1639 Thomas Stone 


1628 Thomas Ivatt(S) i 
William Acoiirt J" 


1640 Thomas Man 


1641 Richard Leigh 


1629 Robert Jeffreys 


1642 John Fowke 


1630 Humfrey Slaney 


IfHS William Berkley 


1631 Sir Gkobgp, Whitmobb. Kt, 


1644 Symnn Edwards 


1632 Sib Nicholas Rainton, Kt. 


164:i Randall Drew 


1633 Henry Andrewes 


1648 John Stoiirton 


1634 Robert Hudson 


1647 Ilumfrey Berringlon 


16S5 George llnnuux 




(1). Knighted In the yenr ot his Majnralty. 

Iiidwte. 
(3). DldiiDtUveW.er>PthfyeBr<.ut. 


puiij' n Bilvtr i;iU suit ri'ltuc WfiKhing VUiO. 
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THE 


COMMONWEALTH. 


1648 


William Taylor 




1654 


George Cornish ( i ) 
John Fowke 


1649 


Hillary Mempris 






1650 


William Bond 




1655 


Thomas Barnes 


1661 


Robert Fenn 




1656 


Hugh Smithson 


1652 


John Fowkb 




1657 


Thomas Bromfteld 


1653 


Henry Hickford 




1658 


John Lawrence 




CHARLES 


IL 




1659 


Thomas Arnold 




1672 


Richard Wynn 


1660 


Walter Boothby 




1673 


Hugh Radcliffe 


1661 


Daniel Andrewes 




1674 


Edmond Page 


1662 


Humphrey Primate 




1675 


Alexander Hatchett 


1663 


William Justice 




1676 


Sir Charles Rich, Bart. ( i ) ^ 




1664 


Sir John Lawbkncb, 


Kt. 




Sir John Lawrence, Kt. 


' 


1665 


Sir Arthur Ingram, Kt. 




1677 


Sir Thomas Player, Kt. 


1666 


Thomas Hayford 




1678 


Daniel Andrewes 


1667 


Thomas Walker 




1679 


Arthur Barrow 


1668 


Richard Chandler 




1680 


Henry Cornish 


1669 


Francis Townely 




1681 


Henry Cornish ( 2 ) 


1670 


Robert Wilding 




1682 


Richard Chandler 


1671 


Sir Thomas Player, jun., 


Kt. 


1683 


Sir Peter Daniel, Kt. 






JAMES II. 




1684 


Robert Aake (3) 




1686 


Anthony Sturt 


1685 


Sir Thomas Vernon, Kt. 




1687 


Robert Boddington 






WILLIAM III. 


1688 


Robert Boddington ( 2 ) 




1695 


William Richardson 


1689 


Sir Peter Daniel, Kt. 




1896 


William Richardson | 
Edward DeChair( 4) J 


1690 


Richard Lrvett (1699) 




1691 


Richard Levett (2) 




1697 


Edward De Chair 


1692 


John Channcy 




1698 


John Turvin 


1693 


Peter White 




1699 


Nicholas Smith( 5) 


1694 


William Richardson 




1700 


Robert Hiscock 






QUEEN AN^ 


r. 


1701 


Thomas Allen 




1707 


John Baker 


1702 


Thomas Allen 




1708 


Sir Robert Dunckley, Kt. 


1703 


Maurice Moseley 




1709 


William Lewbn(7) (1718) 


1704 


Robert CurtisC 6) j^ 




1710 


Thomas Bishop 




Micajah Perry J 




1711 


Edmund Skinner 


1705 


Micajah Perry 




1712 


John Barrobie 


1706 


John Billers 









(1). Did not live to serve the year out. 

(2). Others elected but declined to serve and paid the fine (£20). The expense was great to a 

holder of the office. Mr. I^evett was Knighted when Lord Mayor. 
(3). Election deferred till 5th March, 1685. " for many weighty and urgent reasons. Fresh 

charter granted. 
(4). Not elected till the year was well advanced. Several declined and paid the fine. 
(5). Not elected till March 13, 1700. (7). Afterwards knighted. 
(6). Died before the end of his year of office. 
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GEORGE I. 




1713 


Fbaxcis FoBBKS(i) (17: 


26) 


1721) 


William Billers (i ) (1733) 


1714 


Edward Round 




1721 


Thomas Stiles 


1715 


Sir Harcourt Masters, Kt 


« 


1722 


John Keeble 


1716 


Sib Johx Eylks. Bart « 


1727; 


1723 


John May hew 


1717 


John Banks 




1724 


Sir Joseph Eyles, Bart. 


1718 


Joseph Brook.>I>ank 




1725 


Samuel Cox 


1719 


Sir John Caswall, Kt. 












GEORGE II 


• 


1726 


Abraham Perrott 




1743 


Zachariah Cradock 


1727 


MiCAJAH Perry, M.P. (1 


739) 


1744 


Sir James Creed, Kt. 


1728 


Henry Hankey 




1745 


Sir Thomas Hankey, Kt. 


1729 


Thomas Sandford 




1746 


Richard Peters (*) • 
Samuel Richards J 


1730 


Robert Alsop 






1731 


Roljert Alsop 




1747 


Isaac Dove 


1732 


Stephen Asliby 




1748 


Joseph Goodman 


17a3 


William Postonr 2) 




1749 


Thomas Tyndale 


1734 


William Roberts (3) 




1750 


Thomas Turner 


1735 


George Arnold 




1751 


Sir Thomas Harrison, ( ^ ) Kt. 


1736 


Francis Seapjood 




1752 


Simon Foster 


1737 


Sir Joseph Hankey, Kt. 




1753 


John Pensax 


1738 


Thomas Lingood 




1754 


William Woolley 


1739 


Thomas Knapp 




1755 


John Paj'ne 


1740 


Sir George Champion, Kt 


• 


1756 


William Bowden 


1741 


Charles Egerton 




1757 


Nicholas Crispe 


1742 


John Bloss 




1758 


James Wilkes 






GEORGE III 


. • 


1759 


David Morris 




1771 


Charles Powell 


1760 


Lewis Jones 




1772 


John Safifory 


1761 


William Cracroft 




1773 


John Shipman 


1762 


John Hitchcock 




1774 


John Yerbury 


1763 


Stracey Till 




1775 


Edward Hippisley 


1764 


James Bwye 




1776 


William Marshall 


1765 


James Sayer 




1777 


John Rogers 


1766 


Thomas Spicer 




1778 


Joseph Mai pas 


1767 


Richard Whiten 




1779 


Clement Corderoy 


1768 


John Darjent 




1780 


John Marlar 


1769 


Robert Vincent 




1781 


Joseph Balmer 


1770 


Nathaniel Hedges 




1782 


James Roberts 



(1;. Afterw'ardg knighterl. 

(2>. Not electwl till 2^) March, 1734. 

(8). Not electerl till 21 Feb., 1735. 

(4). Died before the end of his year of office. 

(6). Chamberlain of the City. 
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* 1783 


John Mil ward 


1801 


Henry Malpas 


1784 


Thomas Skinneb (1795) 


1802 


Richard Brabant 


1785 


Benjamin Hammet 


1803 


John Brooksby 


1786 


Peter Pope 


1804 


Thomas Brooks 


1787 


John Galpine 


1805 


Josepli Philpot 


1788 


Thomas Walton 


1806 


Joseph Munday 


3789 


Joseph Braint 


1807 


Philip James 


1790 


John Stratton 


1808 


Joseph Newberry 


1791 


Stephen Yates 


1809 


Thomas Dyke 


1792 


John Pepper 


J 810 


Richard Till 


1793 


Stephen Langston 


1811 


James Ayres 


1794 


John Baker 


1812 


Edward Colebatch 


1795 


William Langston 


1813 


Jerome William Knapp 


1796 


Thomas Russell 


1814 


Sir Ludford Harvey, Kt. 


1797 


David Dean 


1815 


James Vincent 


1798 


Richard Watts 


1816 


Benjamin Blakesley 


1799 


Benjamin Sutton Bradbury 


1817 


John Newby 


1800 


William Shrubb 


1818 


Robert Edmonds 




GEORGE IV 


• 


1819 


William Seward Hall 


1824 


John Dyke 


1820 


Samuel Spencer 


1825 


Joseph Vandercom 


1821 


William Creak 


1826 


William Land 


1822 


Samuel Tidswell 


1827 


John Hoffman 


18:23 


John Jacks 


1828 


Richard Langford 




WILLIAM IV. 


1829 


John Staton 


1833 


Benjamin Hawes 


1830 


Samuel Butler 


1834 


Daniel Austin 


1831 


John Stracey 


1835 


Joshua Johnson 


1832 


William Coates 








QUEEN 


VICTORIA. 


1836 


William King 


1845 


Thomas Marshall 


1837 


Shadrach Mulcock | 
John Stapp J 


1846 


William Knott 




1847 


John S. Englehart 


1838 


Thomas Allen 


1848 


John W. Upward 


1839 


Jolin W. Liddiard 


1849 


John Dean 


1140 


James D. Capel 


1850 


William Harris 


1841 


Thomas Howell 


1851 


Edward Eagleton 


1842 


Thomas Pattison 


1852 


Richard Till 


1843 


James Law Jones 


1853 


William H. Wood 


1844 


Samuel Stuart 


1854 


Jeremiah Pilcher 



(1). Afterwards Knijfhted. Member of Parliament for the City of London, 1874-85. 

(2). Prebendary of S. Paul's Cathedral. Rector of the united Parish of Allhallows, Lombard 
Street, with S. Benet, Gracechurch Street, S. Leonard, Eastcheap, and S. Dionis— Back- 
church, London. 



328 



The Charities of WiUiaTm Jones, 



1855 Edward C. Bracebridge 

1856 Benjamin Wilson 

1857 Samuel Hall 

1858 Robert Carter 

1859 Thomas Groves 

1860 JohnKillick 

1861 John S. Cuthbert 

1862 John Pearce 

1863 William Butler Simpson 

1864 Benjamin Edgington 

1865 Drew Wood 

1866 Matthew Hawkins Johnson 

1867 John R. Cuthbert 

1868 George John Donne 

1869 William Hawes 

1870 Thomas Higgs 

1871 William Henry Skyring 

1872 David Henby Stone (1874) 

1873 John Brown 

1874 William Jamrs Richmonh 

CoTroN, M.P. (1875) (i) 

1875 Richard Hamilton Townend 

1876 George Nicholls Langley 

1877 Charles Mackenzie, M. A. ( 2 ) 
Capt. John Alfred Hunt has been 

(1898). 



} 



1878 Alfred Joseph Eeene 

1879 John Alexander Archer 

1880 William Henry Baigent 

1881 Bloomfield Bumell 

1882 David William Dean 
George John Donne 

1883 Sir Fbancis Wyatt Tbuscott^ 

Kt. (1879) 

1884 Edward Eagleton 

1885 Thomas Edward Phillips 

1886 Charles John Phillips 

1887 William Groves 

1888 John Bolton (Major) 

1889 Edward Saxton 

1890 Henry William Carter 

1891 Thomas Townend 

1892 Edward Scripps Tudor 

1893 Alfred Slater 

1894 Charles Nattali Edgington, 

M.A.(i) 

1895 Sib David Evans, K.C.M.G. 

(1891) 

1896 Edwin Pope, ( 2 ) M.A. 

1897 William Henry Potter 
elected Master for the current year 



Date of 
Election. 



A LIST OF THE CLERKS 

TO THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF 

HABERDASHERS, 

LONDON, 



Lambert Osbaldston was Clerk before 1582. Resigned 1602. 
1602 (19 Feb.) Basil NicoU. Resigned in 1646, and was succeeded by his 

son, 
1646 (27 Nov.) Richard NicoU. Died 1652. 
1652 (22 Dec.) Thomas Conn. Elected 22 Nov., 1652, temporarily during 

Mr. Nicoirs illness. Died 1654. 
1654 (22 Nov.) Robert Blayley. Resigned 1664. 
1664 (26 May) Alexander Brome. Died 1666. 
1666 (5 July) Robert Blayley. Resigned 1684. 



(1) Rector of Latchingdon, Essex. 

(2) Hector of Boxford, Newbury. 
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1684 (6 March) John Mould. Displaced 5 June, 1697. 

1697 (5 June) Eichard Stace. Died 1708. 

1708 (1 Oct.) John Marsh. Died 1729. 

1729 (6 Feb.) Jerome Knapp. Resigned 1739. 

1739 (24 Nov.) Thomas Rutherford. Died 1741. 

1741 (21 Oct.) Fotherly Baker. Died 1764. 

1754 (28 May) Jerome Knapp. Resigned 1790, and was succeeded by hi» 

son, 
1790 (27 Nov.) Thomas George Knapp. Resigned 26 Nov., 1826, and was 

succeeded by his son, 
1825 (26 Nov.) Hambly Knapp. Resigned 1843. Afterwards elected on the- 

Court. 
1843 (12 June) William Nelson Beechey, from S. Catharine's Day following. 

Died in 1848. 
1849 (10 Jan.) John Curtis. Resigned 1876. Afterwards elected on the- 

Court. 
1876 (31 Jan.) James Hamilton Townend. 



APPENDIX X. 

A LIST OF THE MAYORS 
OF MONMOUTH. 

The dates to the left indicate the year of election. The figures attached 
to the names refer to notes at the end. 



1442 John Ireland ( 1 ) 
1610 Moore Ellis ( 2 ) 



HENRY VI. 
JAMES I. 



CHARLES I. 
1636 George Worrall ( 3 ) 1647 Walter Fortune ( 5 ) 

1640 — Mason (4) 

1676 RichaidBallard(6) 



CHARLES II. 



WILLIAM III. 

1690 Michael Bohune 1696 Samuel Pye 

1691 Walter Fortune (7) 1697 William Hopkins 

1692 Michael Bohune 1698 John Fortune 

1693 William Macklen 1699 John Evans 

1694 Philip Meekings ( 8 ) 1700 Walter James 

1695 David Lewis 1701 John Fortune 
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QUEEN ANNE. 


1702 


Thomas Williams (9) 


1708 


Thomas Williams 


1703 


Adam Addams 


1709 


James Mercer (lO) 


1704 


Thomas Edwards 


1710 


Thomas Bellamy 


1705 


Henry Barnes 


1711 


Adam Addams 


1706 


Thomas Bellamy 


1712 


Thomas Edwards 


1707 


George Morgan 


1713 
GEORGE I. 


William Maddy 


1714 


Henry Barnes, Sen. 


1721 


Thomas Bellamy 


1715 


Thomas Stephens 


1722 


Henry Barnes, Jun. 


1716 


Thomas Bellamy 


1723 


Robert Upton 


1717 


John. Middleton 


1724 


Thomas Pye 


1718 


Thomas Belchior 


1725 


Robert Watkins 


1719 


Thomas Williams 


1726 


Thomas Williams 


1720 


Thomas Woodward 










GEORGE II 


• 


1727 


William Rea 


1744 


William Williams 


1728 


Thomas Belchior (ii) 


1745 


David Tanner 


1729 1 


f Thomas Bellamy (died) 


1746 


Thomas Mason 


1 Thomas Williams 


1747 


William Watkins 


1730 


Thomas Middleton (12) 


1748 


Thomas Belchior 


1731 


Robert Watkin8(i3) 


1749 


Thomas Middleton 


1732 


Timothy Morse 


1750 


Timothy Morse 


1733 


John Reddall 


1751 


James Woodward 


1734 


James Woodward 


1752 


William Tanner 


1735 


Francis Lewis 


1753 


John Hoskins 


1736 


Henry Barnes (14) 


1754 f 


" David Tanner (died) 


1737 


Thomas Belchior 


. Thomas Middleton 


1738 


Timothy Morse 


1755 


Thomas Mason 


1739 


Thomas Middleton 


1756 


Edward Leach 


1740 


John Reddall 


1757 


John Hughes 


1741 


James Woodward 


1758 


Thomas Middleton 


1742 


William Tanner 


1759 


Timothy Morse 


1743 


John Hoskins 










GEORGE III 


• • 


1760 


James Woodward 


1767 


William Tanner 


1761 


William Tanner 


1768 


Thomas Middleton (15) 


1762 


John Hoskins 


1769 


James Woodward 


1763 


Thomas Mason 


1770 


Edward Leach 


1764 


William Williams 


1771 


John Hughes 


1765 


Edward Leach 


1772 


Nicholas Conan 


1766 


John Hughes, Sen. 


1773 


Silas Blandford 
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1774 f John Piatt (died) 
I James Woodward 

1775 Luke Philtipa (18) 

1776 Thomas Johnson 

1777 JolmTDavis, D.D. (IT) 

1778 Henry Patry 

1779 James Yarworth 

1780 Thomsa Hughes 

1781 James Woodward 

1782 David Tanner 

1783 John Hughes (18) 

1784 Luke Phillips 

1785 ThnniflR Johnson 

1786 Jnlin IftaTis, D.D. 

1787 Henry Parry 

1788 James Yarworth 

1789 Thomas Hughes 

1790 William Powell 

1791 Thomas Hollings (W) 
1793 I'hilip M. Hardu-irk 

1793 William Powell 

1794 John Gwynne HuRhes 

1795 William Cecil 

1796 Luke Phillips 

1797 Tliomas Johnson 



1798 Henry Parry 

1799 James Yarworth 

1800 Thomas Hughes 

1801 Thomas Hollings («>) 

1802 Philip M. Hardwiek 

1803 William Pi.wyil 

1804 Lewis Richards 

1805 D. P Daris (Vicar) 

1806 Thfimag Pros.wr (Lpcturer) 

1807 James Hardwiek 

1808 Thomas Johnson 

1809 James Yarworth 

1810 Thomas Hollings 

1811 f William Powell (died) 
L James Yarworth 

1812 William Probyn 

1813 Thomas Proaser (Lecturer) 

1814 James Hardwiek 
1816 Edward Lucas 

1816 Thomas Prosser (Lecturer) 

1817 James Hardwiek 

1818 (- Edward Lucas (21) 

I Thomas Prosser (Lecturer) (*2j 

1819 r Edmund IJ. ProsBer(23) 
I Charles Heath 



GEORGE IV. 



1820 


Thomas G. Phillpotts 


1826 William Probyn 


1821 


Charles Heath 


1827 James Hardwiek 


1822 


Uezekiah Swift 


1828 Edmund B. Prosier 


1823 


Thomas Q. Phillpotts (24) 


1829 Richard Powles 


1824 


Henry Hughes (M) 




1825 


r James Jenkins (M) 
I Dr. Seven (^7) 






WILLIAM IV. 


1830 


James Burton 


1834 Oliver Gregory Thomas 


1831 


Edward Lucas 


1836 Oliver Gregory Thomas 


1832 


Thomas Dyke 


1836 f Oliver Gregory Thomas 


1833 


William F. Powles 


I Henry Hughes 




QUEEN 


VICTORIA. 


1837 


Edward Dawe 


1841 John Probyn 


1838 


Thomas Dyke 


1842 Thomas Gratrex 


1839 


Thomas Dyke 


1843 Thomas ETans 


1840 


Thomas Evans 


1844 Percy Galindo 
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1845 Percy Galindo 

1846 Thomas Swift 

1847 f Thomas Swift (Resigned) 
1 John Powell 

1848 Richard Burton 

1849 John Mayou 

1850 Thomas Gratrex (28) 

1851 John Mayou 

1852 John Powles 

1853 John Powles 
1864 John Powles 

1855 William Davis 

1856 Thomas Watkins 

1857 Thomas Watkins 

1858 Thomas Prosser 

1859 Tliomas Prosser 

1860 John Leach Nicholas 

1861 John Leach Nicholas 

1862 George Willis, M.D. 

1863 George Willis, M.D. 

1864 James Pearce King 

1865 James Pearce King 

1866 Henry Salusbury Milman 

1867 John Endell Powles 

1868 John Hill 

1869 John Hill 

1870 Alexander Rolls 



1871 Alexander Rolls 

1872 Alexander Rolls 

1873 Alexander Rolls 

1874 Thomas Jones Baker 

1875 Thomas Richard Hyam 

1876 Thomas Richard Ilyam 

1877 Joseph Coates 

1878 John Thomas 

1879 Arthur Vizard 

1880 George Porter Tippins (29) 

1881 George Porter Tippins 

1882 George Porter Tippins 

1883 Champney Powell 

1884 Champney Powell 

1885 Champney Powell 

1886 George Willis, M.D. (30) 

1887 George Higgins 

1888 George Higgins 

1889 William Hall 

1890 William Hall 

1891 William Honeyfield 

1892 William Honeyfield 

1893 William Honeyfield 

1894 William Honeyfield 

1895 William Honeyfield 

1896 Rt. Hon. Lord Llangattock (31) 

1897 Rt. Hon. Lord Llangattock 



Col. James H. Walwyn, of Croft-y-Bwla, Monmouth, has been elected 
Mayor for the current year (1898). 



NOTES. 

1. Among the Muniments of the Duchy Court of Lancaster there is a 
Warrant or Order from Henry VI. (1442) addressed to the Mayor of Great 
Monmouth directing him to return the names of all Burgesses holding 
Burgages, as well within the said Town as within the Town of Little Mon- 
mouth (Overmonnow), as also of all others who claimed to hold any Burgages 
within the said Towns. The object of this Warrant was to enable the King to 
levy the Tolls and Customs due to him. This return was to be made under a 
penalty of two hundred pounds— a very large sum in those days. 

The Mayor (praetor), John Ireland, made his return accordingly : — 

In Great Monmouth the names of 79 residents and two non-resident 
Burgesses are given ; 

In Little Monmouth the names of 91 are set forth ; 
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Besides these, 29 persons are mentioned as Burgesses of the Lord of the 
Prior and Convent of Monmouth. 

" And moreover the aforesaid Prior and Convent liave divers Burgesses 
within the Borough of Monmouth, in the hands of the Tenants of the founda- 
tion and Gift of the Lords of Monmouth, for which Burgages the aforesaid 
Prior and Convent claim to make Burgesses in their Courts henceforth and for 
time to come." 

It must be borne in mind that Henry VI. was not only King of England 
and Duke of Lancaster, but also Lord of Monmouth by inheritance from 
his great grandfather, John of Gaunt. 

2. Moore Ellis died during his year of office, and was buried in S. Mary's 
Churchyard on the 17th of June, 1611. 

3. George Worrall died during his year of office, and was buried in 
S. Mary's Churchyard on the 6th of April, 1637. He was a descendant of John 
de Trail, Wyrral or Worral, whose tomb, with his full-length effigy, is in 
Newland Churchyard, who was Forester in fee of the Forest of Dean, and 
died 8th September, 1457. The family became extinct in the male line in the 
early j)art of the present century. 

4. During Mr. Mason's year of office orders were sent by Parliament to 
remove the stores in the magazine at Monmouth beyond the reach of the Earl 
of Worcester, who was a strong royalist, to Newport. Being supported by 
.some of the principal inhabitants, he refused to comply with the order. The 
Mayor and his fellow justices appeared before Parliament, when they were 
addressed by the Speaker on the 10th of May, 1641, and they carried their 
point. 

5. The Fortune family was the leading one in Monmouth during the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. According to Moore Pye's diary, " Mr. 
Walter Fortune was sworn Mayor and Edward Phillips and John Keyse 
bayliffs " on the 14th of October, 1647. Evidently the election took place 
earlier at that time than it does now (9th of November). This Mr. Fortune 
was a Parliamentarian, and it is said that an attempt was made on the life 
of Cromwell when a guest in his house in 1648. A hot-headed Royalist named 
Evans attempted to shoot the successful General through the parlour window. 
The prudence of the bystanders, fearful that the destruction of the Town 
would be the inevitable consequence, prevented the accomplishment of this 
rash design. This story is related by a Mr. Edmund Butcher, who lived 
at Sidmouth, Devon, but it needs corroboration to be accepted as an undoubted 
fact. 

Monmouth underwent several changes of occupation during the time of 
the Great Civil War. 

It remained loyal to the King (Charles I.) till the end of 1642, when 
the Parliamentarians in the Borough, having obtained the presence of Col. 



834 TJie Charities of WiUiam Jones. 

Broughton and other officers, took possession of the gates and placed the 
Town in a state of defence. 

Upon hearing of this, Lord Herbert, the Commander in Chief of the Royal 
forces in the district, placed himself at the head of a body of troops, and^ 
being joined by volunteers, took the Town by surprise in Feb. 1643. CoL 
Broughton, witli other officers, was taken prisoner. 

It remained in possession of the Royalists for rather more than a year and 
a half, till September, 1644, when Lieut. Kyrle was commander of the garrison. 
He had originally taken up arms for the Parliament, but deserted the cause 
upon the loss of Bristol and joined the Royalists. Kyrle, having gone from 
Monmouth on one day to fetch provisions, was surprised by Col. Massey, the 
Parliamentarian General. Kyrle, in order to save his life, turned traitor,, 
and, on the proposition of Massey, betrayed Monmouth into his hands. 

Two months after (November, 16 i4) the Town was surprised and retaken 
by Lord Herbert, and with it the whole County was again in possession of the 
Royalists. Between the 12th and 19th of July, 1645, Charles I. came over from 
Raglan and paid the Town a visit. The unfortunate Monarch paid these two- 
places a second and last visit in September of the same year. 

In October, 1645, Col. Morgan, with between three and four thousand 
troops, closely invested and, after a short siege, got possession of the Town for 
the Parliament on the 24th of the month. After this capture no further 
change took place. In the following May Col. Morgan began the siege of 
Raglan Castle, and on the 17th August the Marquis of Worcester surrendered 
to General Fairfax. 

Cromwell arrived in Monmouth on the 10th May, 1648, and went on to 
Chepstow the following day on his way into Pembrokeshire. On liis return 
he paid a second visit to the Town in July, when he was entertained by Mr. 
Fortune, who was at that time Mayor according to More Pye's diary. On 
this occasion the incident occurred which nearly cost the great General his. 
life. 

The fine old oak chest, in which the records of the Corporation are pre- 
served, was made in 1657. 

6. The latest Charter and a new Seal were granted to the Town by 
Charles II. during Mr. Ballard's year of office. The seal has on it a "Common 
Trow" (or Barge) "in full sail.' This is said to have been the crest of the 
Duke of Lancaster, afterwards Henry IV., whose son, the hero of Agincourt^ 
was born in the Castle. 

Charters granted to the Town by Edward VI., Philip and Mary, and 
James I., as well as the one above mentioned, were in the possession of the 
Corporation on the 10th Feb., 1723, according to a statement in tlie Minute 
Book of that date. The first Minute Book begins in 1690. 



The Mayors of Mon-mouth. 



7. It 18 very improbable that tliia was tbe same who waa Mayor forty- 
four years before in 1647. Most libBly lie was liia son. "Walter" was a 
name of frequent occurrence in the family. A "Walter" Fortune wna buried 
at S. Mary's as far back as 1599, 

Mr. Fortune's election was disputed, and an opposition Mayor and two 
Bailiffs were elected. No doubt the spectacle thus presented was a very 
edifying one to the people of Monmouth 1 

8. Walter Fortune is mentioned as Town Clerk. In the following year 
John Fortune was elected to tlie same ofGcc. 

9. Charles Gwynn elected Town Clerk. 

10. During the Mayoralty of James Mercer (Friday, 34th Feb., 1710) a 
lease was granted at the Council Meeting to William Rea. Gent., in which 
leave was given him to pull down Monk's Gate, and the atone was to be uee<! 
in making a good road to the Churchyard. This may have been an improve- 
ment, but an arciiieologist might suggest a connection between " Mercer" 
{the Mayor's surname) and " mercenary." The two words are derived friim 
the same root. 

11. The fnllowing Minute occurs in the Corporation book under date 
ITth Dec, 1728 : " That a demand in writing of the Town Wall and Town 
Ditch leading from Diiton's Gate to Wye Bridg be delivered to John Burgh, 
Esq'r, for his benefitt of the s'd Town & Corporaeon from Mrs. Ann & Jane 
Catchmayd." Whatever this may mean it is quite clear that this part of the 
Town Wall waa in existence at that time. Sea appendix rij., note 4. 

Leiandf l) (1530) speaks of the walls of Monmouth as being very much 
decayed. They were no doubt repaired during the time of the Civil War. 
In 16t4, when Kyrle betrayed Monmouth, a drawbridge and a gate are men- 
tioned in connection with Wye Bridge. Nothing of this kind appears in 
Speed's Map (1610). The fourth arch trom the Monmouth side of the bridge 
is higher than the others, and the old drawbridge may have occupied that 
space. It is not clear where the gate was situated, but probably it was on 
the bridge. 

The Writer lias not met with any evidence that there was a Town Wali 
from Wye Bridge down, anywhere near the river bank. There was no doubt 
a quay from very early times extending along the river side till it reached 
the Town Wall which ran across from the Wye to the Monnow, and thii 
would be. with proper care, a sufficient means of defence on that side. 

There was a Weir across the river near the end of the street, which by 
its name still bears testimony to the fact, and the remains of a lock were 
discovered here about the year 1700. Numerous pleadings are to he found in 
the Court of the Duchy of LancasterrelatingtothisWeirin the reign of Queen 
ElilBabeth. The Weirs, among other purposes, were connected intimately with 
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the liBliiog, and bad probably fishing stakes and other modes of trapping 
flsh attaclied to thtsm. 

12. In 0. minute, dated 24th dept., 1731, it was agreed that th« Mayor 
und Corporation were to assemble nnder tlie Market House every Siindiiy 
morning "att the tailing of the Great Bell," to attend the Mayor to Church. 
It was also agreed that a fine of one shilling should be exacted from any one 
absent without a reasouable excuse, and that this line should he recovered, if 
necessary, by virtue of a warrant under the hand and seal of the Mayor or 
Bailiffs, by distres.s and sale of the goods and chattels of the oCendur. Mr. 
Thomas Middleton, the Mayor, seems to have been a strict disciplinarian. 

The following is not very pleasant reading, in the same year (1731): 
" Hanna Young and Joanna Winnot, for theft, ordered to he remanded bacic 
ta prison, and from thence brought to the publick market place in this town, 
tm ttie I3th October, between eleven and one o'clock, and tliere to be stripped 
from their waists upward, and publiekly whipped, till their hodyea were 
bloody, and that they be not afterwards discharged till they have paid their 
hnes." Comment is needless. 

This horrid system of wliipping sometimes was exercised all round the 
town, the poor creatures being fastened to a cart tail. 

Later on in this century a woman was executed for the murder nf her 
mistress, by being burnt to death at Overmonnow. Tliia crime was termed 
" petty treason." 

13. 1732 (May 8) Charles Halfpenny elected Town Clerk. 

14. In 1737 Mrs. Jane Catchmayd took down a portion of the Town Wall 
near Dixton Gate, dug cinders from thence and out of tlie Town Ditch. It 
was agreed by the Corporation that an action should he brought against her. 
The widow, however, was more than a match for the lot. The Corporation 
was non-suited, and had to pay the lady's legal eJipenses. 

About 177H the Eaat, or Dixton Gateway, which was than in good preser- 
vation, was destroyed, in consequence of the lowneaa of the arch preventing 
the convenient patisage of laden waggnns. Most prohitbly in the course of 
time the level of the road had been raised, and consequently there was less 
room between tlie ground and centre nf the arch, than when it was huili. 

The Writer has not met with any record of the removal of S. Stepheals 
Gate, whieli stood near the top of Moonow Street. The ascent was much 
steeper than it is now, so much ho, that the Gate wan approached by steps. 
It was, according to the minutes in the Corporation Book, atnnding in the 
beginning of the eighteenth century, and probably was removed not long 
»fter. In 1808 the Corporation gave £5 towards widening tlie street. It was, 
however, so narrow that only a siugle carriage could pa^s at a time, till 1852. 
when the tliree upper houses between S. John's Street and the Sqiinre were 
altered so as to give the present width ; the lower two were brought into 
their present form in 1863. These, in former times, did not extend so far into 
the street as the other three. 
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15. Thomas Middleton held the office of Mayor no less than six times, on 
the first occasion in 1730, on the last in 1768— an interval of 38 years. 

16. Eobert Blandford elected Town Clerk in place of Mr. Charles 
Halfpenny, resigned (1775). 

17. John Davis, D.D., was Vicar of Monmouth. 

18. James Bowen elected Town Clerk in place of Mr. Blandford, who was 
removed in consequence of his absence for many years in the East Indies 
(1783). 

19. Tliomas Phillips elected Town Clerk in place of Mr. James Bowen, 
-deceased (1791). 

20. 1802 (Jan. 14tli). The freedom of the Borough ordered to be pre- 
sented to Lord Nelson and Lord St. Vincent, as a compliment due to their 
services. 

21. The first opposition to the election of a Mayor according to the 
anceiiit usage, took place on the Charter-day of 1818, but (the Presiding 
Officer adopting that usage) Mr. Edward Lucas was declared duly elected. 

22. The validity of Mr. Lucas's election having been tried by a Quo 
Warranto, he was returned not duly elected, was ousted, and a Mandamus 
issued. On the 27th July, 1819, the Eev. Thomas Prosser was elected under 
such Mandamu"*, and lie served the office till the Charter-day of that year. 

23. The Eev. T. Prosser having been ousted under a Quo Warranto, and 
Mr. E. B. Prosser having disclaimed, a Mandamus was, in the summer of 1820, 
issued for a new election, when Mr. Cliarles Heath was declared duly elected, 
4ind served until the Cliarter-day of that year. 

24. On the Charter-day of 1823, Mr. T. G. Philpotts was proposed for 
Mayor by one party, and Dr. Bevan by the other, and a poll took place ; when 
Mr. Swift, the Presiding Officer, declared Mr. Philpotts duly elected, and he 
served until the Charter-day of 1824 ; Dr. Bevan 's friends, however, declaring 
that he had the legal majority of votes. 

25. On the Charter-day of 182i, Mr. Henry Hughes was proposed by one 
party, and Dr. Bevan by the other party ; but the result of the election was 
similar to the last : Dr. Bevan 's supporters contending for the validity of his 
election, as having had the majority of legal votes. Mr. Hughes, however, 
was sworn in, and continued in office until the Charter-day of 1825. 

26. Mr. James Jenkins was, with the same opposition, declared duly 
elected. 

27. Mr. Jenkins having, in the early part of 1826, disclaimed under a 
■Quo Warranto, a new election took place under a Mandamus ; when Dr. Bevan 
was returned as Mayor, and tliat return having been confirmed by the King's 
Ben.'h, he continued in office until the Charter-day of that year (1828). 

28. Mr. Thomas Joseph Addams Williams, elected Town Clerk in place of 
hii father Mr. Thomas Addams Williams, deceased (1851). 



29. Mr. Thomas Bobert Oakeley, elected Town Gerk in place of Mr. T. 
Addams Williams, deceased (1991). 

30. The Bolls Hul! in S. James's Square, waa built in 1867-S by Mr. John 
Allan BoUa, of the Hendre, afterwards Lord LlangattMik, and presented to the 
Town as a jubilee gift. The Architect was Mr. F. A. Powell, F.E.I.B.A^ 
(F.S.I. ), ( 1 ) eldest son of Mr. Clmmpney Powell, who was Mayor of Monmouth 
(I8S3-5J. The Contractor was Mr. David Boberts, who died during the progreas 
of the work, and it was completed by his son, Mr. William Boberts. 

31. The new drainage and electric lighting works were commenced in 
February, 1S97, after haying been under consideration previously for some 



n of the Diamond Juhilee of Queen Victoria the entir« 
freehold right over Chippenlism was acquired as public property, the Marquis 
of Worcester, Capt. Fortune Powell, and Mr. C. M. Cromptou-Eoberla, 
generously presenting their interest in the meadow, to the Town. The other 
owners were bought out for £617 10s., which was raised by voluntary contn- 
butlons, towards which Lord Llangattock made the handsome contributioa of 
five hundred pounds. 

From ancient times the Corporation had certain rights over this meadow 
after the hay was got off. In a minute of a meeting held in July, 1T29, leaTft 
was given for horses to he turned into Chippenham to graze, on the 7th of 
August in that yenr. 

32. Mr. Bickerton H. Deakin was elected Town Clerk in 1898 in place of 
Mr. T. H. Oakeley, resigned. 

The ancient toast of the Mayor of Monmouth is 
" God bless us all." 

The Writer eameatly hopes that it may always be so to the good petite 
of this 

Royal Borouou. 

The Writer is indebted for a great deal of information contained in t 
notes, and also in those of appendix Vll., to a volume of copies of the " Uon- 
mouthshire Gazette'' (1849-51), kindly lent him by Mr. T. L. Nicholas ctf 
8. James Street, Monmouth. 

APPENDIX XI. 

Copied from the Book of Wills of the Haberdashers' Company. 
THE WILL OF WILLIAM JONES. 
le of God, iUnen. The six and twentieth day of December, iai 
r Lord God IS14, and the reigne of our Sovereigne lord ^ntnmi, 
if Qod, King of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, defsndaf^ 
of the faith, that is to say, of England, France, and Ireland, the twelfth, i 
Scotland the eight and fortietli ; 



the yeare of 
by the grace ol 



(I). FcUdv ot tho RotbI InaUtuU ot 



edoatcd ni the Honinauth School. 



r ol Surveyors' loatitate. Hr. 



Tlie Will of tlte Founder. 



I, William Jones, 
Free of the Company of Haberdashers, of London, and alaoe Free of the Com- 
pany of Merchant Adyenturers, doe, by God'a grace, being of good and perfect 
memory, make and ordaina thia my last Will and Testament: and do give my 
goods, moveable and immovables, in manner and form following. 

First, 1 bequeath my sonl to God who gave it me and my body to 
be buried in Christian-like buriali, liopeing that of his mercy he will, 
through the meritts of Jesus Christ, raise both body and BouleintoeYerlaating 
lite att the last day of jndgment. 

Item, I give unto my brother Cliarles.Iones his two sonnes, being now but 
c'lildren, To William Jones ffour thousand pounds & to Charles Jonea, liia 
brother, two thousand pounds, all cnrrent English money, to be payed tlium 
att their ages of eighteen yeares: in the meantyme to be lett out (at) foure 
p'r cent p'r ann & upon good sufficient aecuritie or siierties for the principall ; 
and the rent at foure p'r cent, is both towards both their maintenance, — is all 
sterling six thousand pounds. 

Item, I give to the Company of Haberdashers in London, the sum of uyne 
thousand pounds, of currant money, to ordaine a Preacher, a Free-School, and 
Almes-houses for twenty poor & old distressed people, as blind and lame, as 
it shall seem best to them, of the Towne of Monmouth, where it shall be 
bestowed. Of thia uyne thousand pounds, sis thousand pounds is already 
payd to the company ot Haberdashers, for their reraaineth yet three 
thousand pounds to be paid unto the Company of Ilabordashers, by my 
Esecutora within a yeare after my decease i^- Slime is given to tliis purpose 
is sterling money nyne thousand pounds. 

Item, I give to the parish of New-Land, in Qloucestersbire, to the poore 
there, & for the maintenance of a preacher, the aume of ffive thousand 
jKJunds of currant money in England, to be payd by my Esecutors into the 
hands of the Company of Haberdashers, within a yeare after my decease, to be 
by thera bestowed as above ; aa it shall Beem best in their reasons and discre- 
tions, always for the poore and a Preacher ;— ffive thousand pounds. 

Item, I give to the Company of Haberdashers for the maintenance of nyne 
poore of that Company in London eight poimds sterling every yeare, 1 leave 
for thia purpose the sumo of ffourteene hundreth & ffortj pounds the wliich 
will (give) eight pounds a year for nyne poore men att ffive p'r cent pV Ann : 
Alsoe I give to the Company of Halierdashers in London the sume of One 
Thousaud pounds of currant money in England hopeing they will p'rforme ye 
matters which I have given above & see it p'rformed foren (for them ?)— 
2440. 

Item, I give widow Sadler the daughter of my haife sister June Griffin ye 
aume of six hundred pounds currant money in England to be payd her within 
twelve months afterjny decease or before — Sii hmidred pounds. 

Sume of this side is sterling money Twenty tliree Thousand and fforty 
pounds. 



Item, I give to my lialfe sister Jnne's Hon, my nephew, Hugh Griffin, 
paraoit of Carwunt, in Wales', in Monmoutli shire, the sum ot eight hundred 
poundH currant money in Kngiatul; Of this Two Hundred pounds is 
already payd him, so tliere raniainBth yet to be payd him six hundreil 
pounds;— The sume I give with tliia debt is, eight hundred pounds. 

Item, 1 give to James Cox, that married my halfe sister's daugliler, JonS 
Griffln, the sum of seaven hundred pounds currant money in England; — OF 
this he hatli received seaventy pounds att tymes, soe there resteth yet six 
bundredand thirty pounds currant money in England; — Sume with this debt 
is seaven hundred pounds. 

Item, 1 give to John Mason, That married my halfe sii>ter's daughter. 
JoADe QrifBu, ye sume ot six hundred pounds currant money in England; — 
Of this he hath already received the sume of seaventy pounds, sob there- 
resteth to pay him live hundred & thirty pounds currant money in England- 
Six hundred pounds. 

Item, I give to my nephew, my halEe sister's sonne, Walter Griffin, the- 
sum of seaven hundred pounds currant money in England, of which he oweth 
me by his bill, one hundred pounds ; soe there resteth unto him six hundred 
pounds. £700. 

Item, 1 give unto Walter Griffin, ye soune ot Giles Griffin, my half* 
sister's Sonne, a child about ten yeares, now one Robert is his father-in-law, 
ye sume of three hundred pounds currant money in England, to be given 
him att his age of eighteen yeares; in the meantyme, the money to be letb 
out att four p'r cent, p'r ann. & Ine rent for liis better maintenance;— £300. 

Item, I give to Iloger Sadler.{t) that married my hutfe brother's daughter, 
Uuntly, ye sume of seaven hundred pounds, currant money in England ; of 
this he oweth me one hundred & fifteen pounds ; soi' there restetli unto hint 
ffive hundred and eighty five pounds currant money i[i England. — £700, 

Item, I give to my lialfo sister's, Eliisbeth Lewis, her sonne John Lewis, 
the sume of Two thousand pounds currant money in England, of which then) 
is already payd to him the sume of nyne hundred xitty nyne pounds; resteth 
yet lo be payd to him one thousand and thirty one pounds, currant money in 
England. — Two thousand pounds- 
Item, 1 give my halfe sifter, Elizabeth Lewis, her aonne, Thomas Lewis, 
the sume of two thousand pounds currant money in England, of which there 
is already payd him ye sume of ffour hundred pounds.— £2000, 

Item, 1 give my three cozens (to say) Walter Jones, Thomas Jones, Sisley 
Jones, to them or their heires, two hundred pounds a-peece, in all six hundred 
pounds currant money in England ; these lie my coxeiia children, you must 
look well to them as they have heires enough.— Sume is given to them all 
three ia currant money of England- £600. 
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Item, I give to my Uncle Thomas Jones* sonne, being base borne, his 
name is Morgan Jones, of Monmoth, ( i ) ye sume of one hundred pounds currant 
(money) in England. £100. 

Item, I give to a daughter of a base borne daughter of my father, Charles 
Tovie his sister, one hundred pounds sterling money. One hundred pounds. 

Item, I give to Rachel Huntley late wife of Thomas Huntly ye sume of 
two hundred pounds currant money in England. £200. 

Item, I give to two children of Thomas Huntly, William and Anne, to 
each three hundred pounds a peece, to be payd them at their ages of 
eighteene yeares; in the meantyme the money to be lett out atfourep'rcent 
per ann. And the Rent of it for their maintenance ; — Six hundred pounds. 

Sume of this side in sterling money, nyne thousand ffour hundred 
pounds. 

Item, I give ye poore people in the towne of Stoad(2)(?) where I lately 
had my residence twenty yeares. Two hundred pounds currant money in 
England. Two hundred pounds. 

Item, I give to the poore people in Hambrowe ye sume of lifty pounds, 
sterling, to be given the poore in the Weason house ; ( 3 ) is currant money fifty 
pounds. 

Item, I give to poor Englishmen at Hambrowe at the discretion of the 
Elders and Deacons the sume of fifty pounds sterling money — ffifty pounds. 

Item, I give my house in St. Sithes Lane which cost me more then (sic) 
one Thousand pounds & is now rented att seaventy pounds p'r ann., and with 
it I give in money six hundred pounds, to some learned & faithfuU preacher 
as ye Company of Haberdashers shall appoint from tyme to tyme :— is in all 
£1600. 

Item, I give to poore preachers in England one thousand pounds of curft 
money in England to be ordered & distributed by the discretion of Mr. 
Richard Gore, Mr. Stephen Egerton, and Mr. Richard Sedgewick ; Sume is 
£1000. 

Item, I give to Gabiell Miles once my servant, ye sume of ffifty pounds 
currant money in England ;— ffifty pounds. 

Item, I give to Thomas Spurway my servant in termes to the Company of 
Merchant Adventurers, the sume of one hundred pounds currant money in 
England :— £100. 

Item, I give to my servant Nicholas Bars hopeing he will bring a good 
and true account to my Executors or Assignees of all my doeings in Hambrowe 
since the Third of ffebruary Anno One Thousand six hundred & thirteene unto 
this Day, I say I give unto him ffive hundred pounds currant money in Eng- 
land ;— £500. 



(1). The names of a Roiper Sadler and Morgan Jones occur in the Monmouth Registers of this 

Seriod- 
ee note at the end of the will. 
(3). The Qerman name for an " Orphanage." 
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Item, I give to the hoepitall in London ffive liundred pounds currant 
money in England to be payd unto them within a yeare after my decease ; — 
£500. 

Item, I give to my buriall att the discretion of my executors, Two hundred 
pounds currant money in England to be in wliat manner they sliall see comely 
& not prodigall, as we were borne of liigli parentage, Avitliout pried as near as 
ean be, & foure or six moumeing cloaks ;— -£200. 

Item, I give these p'rsons following as friends & acquaintance, viz. 

Item, I give Mary Baskerfield, Humphry liis daughter, twenty pounds. 

Item, I give John Bladwell's sonne Robert fforty pounds sterling. 

Item, I give Hasdoug s sonne, George Uasdoug fiforty pounds sterling. 

Item, I give William Elloms sonne John Thirty pounds sterling ; £30 

Item, I give Richards Stephens sonne, Charles twenty pounds sterling. 
£20. 

Item, I give William White's daughter, my Cxod-daiighter, thirty pounds. 
£30. 

Item, I give Edward Jones his daughter thirty pounds sterling: — £XXX. 

Item, I give Arthur Leake's daughter thirty pounds sterling ; — £XXX. 

Item, I give John Blands sonne my Godsonne sterling : — 00 ! 

Item. I give o'r Secretary, John Skinner fifty pounds sterling : — £50. 

Item, I give o'r husband, ( i ) Chri8toj)herHaward, seventy pounds sterling: — 
£70. 

Item, I give John Black well & his wife, twenty pounds sterling: — 
£XX. 

Item, I give Richard Moll, for Mary tenne pounds and for Grelke, foure 
pounds ;— 14 pounds. 

Item, I give Robert Kingsland, officer, tenne pounds sterling. 

Item, I give to the servants in the English house, as followeth ; viz. to 
John Beane tenne pounds, to William Powell fflve pounds, to Matthew foure 
pounds, to Meake foure pounds, to the otlier two maids two pounds apeece ; — 
£27. 

Item, I give Mabel Morley tenne pounds sterling:— £10. 

Sum of these sixteen p'rcels is currant English money £456 — £0456. 
£15 Leaser sume of tliis side is sterling money £4706. ( 2 ) 



Item, I give att my lodging in Gorius Van Bruell's house as followeth, 
Unto his wife ten pounds, to Catherine Ilenbendiace, the maide, tenne 
pounds, to lier sister Ellsbe, two pounds, to Earnest two pounds, — in all £24. 
Item, I give William Gausnton, Cook(», tenne pounds sterling : £10. 



(1). ProbabI}' the manager of the testator's trading ship. 

(2). The e3(planation of this seems to be that William Jones meant to give John Bland's son, 
his godison, £16, but this amount is not included in the summar}' at the end of the Will. 
It is there given as £4,681, or £15 less than £4,706. He either ^ve the amount to '* John 
Bland's sonne " before the Will was executed, or changed his mmd and, for some reason or 
other, left him nothing. 
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Item, I give John Daniell's daughter, Rebecca, tenne pounds sterling:— 
£10. 

Item, I give Margaret five pounds sterling :— £00.* ( i ) 

Item, I give Mary Aurents of Stoad (?) twenty pounds sterling : £20. 

Item, I give Samuel Aldersea, a remembrance, £5. 

Item, I give John Beale ffive pounds sterling: — £5. 

Item, I give Thomas Shippeard ffive pounds sterling :— £5. 

Item, I give William Windover ffive pounds sterling : — £5. 

Item, I give Robert Edwards ffive pounds sterling;— £5. 

Item, I give John Jones ffive pounds sterling : — £5. 

item, I give John Powell ffive pounds sterling : — £5. 

Item, I give Anthony Biddolfe(2) ffive pounds sterling; — £5. 

Item, I give Gilbert Marsliall ( 2 ) ffive pounds sterling : — £5. 

Item, I give Thomas Bayly ffive pounds sterling;— £5. 

Sume of these severall parcells is currant money in England £114 

Item, I make my executors these four following, Mr. Richard Beale (my 
friend and doer for me in London), unto whome I give seaven hundred pounds 
of currant money in England ; Mr. William Pennyfather; unto whome I give 
three hundred pounds ; Mr. Samuel Watts, unto whome I give three hundred 
pounds sterling, Mr. William Baldon to whome I give foure hundred pounds 
sterling ; these foure men I make my executors, hopeing tliey will doe their 
best to see this my last Will and Testament fulfilled & discliarged, to the 
utmost of their powers : — sume is given them all in sterling 1700 pounds. 

Item, I make my overseers to view and review my Will & Testament, & 
to see all things herein conteyned, fulfilled & discharged, as Legacies & all 
things else mentioned as herein is done, Mr. Ricli'd Gore, now Deputy, unto 
whome 1 give one hundred pounds sterling; Mr. Richard Sedgwick or 
Preacher Iiere in Hambrou, unto whome I give one hundred and ffifty pounds 
sterling; Mr. Cuthbert Marten in London, my good friend, to him I give 
Twenty pounds sterling for a peece of plate ; Mr. Robert Draper, in Hambrou, 
to him I give one hundred pounds sterling, — summes given to my overseers 
is sterling money £370. 

Item, I give to two yong men of the Company of Merchant" Adventurers 
six hundred pounds sterling, is three hundred pounds a peece, for three yeares 
& from them to two other yonge men for three yeares & soe to continue from 
two to two from tyme to tyme, putting in sureties as acustome herein is ; But 
if the Company of Merchant Adventurers should be dissolved (3) & be no 
company at all, then my desire is. That this six hundred pounds should be 

(1). This legacy apparently is not reckoned in the total of £114. 

* This is a correct copy, but I can't explain it. — W. M. W. 
(2). Both of these were amon^ the three witnesses of the Will. According to the present law 

they could not claim their legacies. 
(3). The Company of Merchant Adventurers at Hamburgh was dissolved within two years after 

the death of William Jones. 
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given to my six kindred, one hundred pounds a peece; To say, Walter 
Griffin, Hugh Griffin, James Cox, John Mason, Roger Sadler, and the wido'vv' 
Sadler, to each one hundred pounds : — £600. 

Item, I give to my halfe sister's sonne, Walter Griffin, one Iiundred pounds- 
currant money in England ; £100. 

Sume of this side is sterling £2884. 

Item, I give unto Cliarles Tovie, now att Bristol the sume of ffifty pounds^ 
currant money in England : — £50. 

Sume of the first side given is sterling £23,040, sume of the second side is 
given is sterling £9400, sume of the third side is sterling £4691, sume of the 
fourth side is sterling £2884, sume of all given on this page is currant money 
in England £40,064. Of these sumes before given is to be deducted being 
already payd in part following, paid the Company of Haberdashers in part of 
nyne thousand eight (sic) Thousand, £8000, payd Hugh Griffin in part of 
eight hundred pounds, two hundred pounds £200, paid Walter Griffin part of 
seaven hundred pounds, one hundred pounds £100, paid James Cox in part of 
seaven hundred pounds, seaventy poumls £70, paid John Mason in part of 
£600, seaventy pounds £70, paid Roger Sadler in p'rt of seaven hundred 
pounds, one hundred & fifteen pounds £115, paid John Lewis in part of Two 
thousand pounds, nyne hundred iS: sixty nyne pounds £969, paid Thos ; Lewis 
in part of Two Thousand pounds, foure hundred pounds £400, sume of the 
sumes already payd are to be deducted amounts to £9924. All these Legacies 
& sumes given amount unto as above forty thousand sixty ffive pounds 
currant money in England. And I doubt not but my capital will come unto 
one thousand pounds more; for which if any bad debts or Banque rents should 
happen, then is it to be taken of this Thousand pounds, But if the bad debts 
should l>e more. Then to abate from everj' parcell or portion (only the money 
to Monmouth & the small parcells excepted) as upon the pound, 1, 2, 3 or 4 ; 
or w't it is unto as the value it shall want ; But if noe abatem'ts should 
happen, & that this thousand pounds, or what is, remaine over and above,. 
Then ye overi)lus, the one halfe of it to be given to ye poor »)^ the other halfe 
unto my executors. 

This my last Will and Testament 1 have caused to be written. And doe 
confirm it with ray hand and seale under written ; and have caused my good 
friends to under write with me as witnesses hereunto, All other former will 
revoked Sc of noe effect; And this to stand in full force, strength and 
virtue. 

I, Gilbert Marshall, witness unto this last will & testam't of Mr. William 
Jones, Haberdasher, this six & twentieth Dec'r one thousand six hundred 
ffourteen. 

I, Anthony Biddolph as witness unto this last will & testam't of Mr- 
William Jones, Haberdasher, this six & twentieth of December ao one 
thousand six hundred ffourteen. 
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I, Rich'd Walcot witness unto this last will & testament of Mr. William 
Jones, Haberdasher, this six and twentieth Decemb'r ao one thousand six 
hundred ffourteen. 

I, William Jones, my owns hand and seale doe conftrme this my last Will 
and Testam't to be my deed & will. Sealed with my accustomed seale by me- 
William Jones, Haberdasher the six and twentieth day of December a© one 
thousand six hundred fourteene. 

My request and will is, that Nicholas Basse may have of William Jones 

and Charles bequeathed moneys the sume of Two thousand pounds currant 

money in England att fcure per cent, for the tyme they come to age, as 

specified in this will, putting in good and sufficient suretyes for to repaye 

the same againe. 

Per me William Jones. 

At the end of the Copy of this Will in Haberdaphers Hall, it is- 
stated that it was proved in London "Coram venerabili viro Domino Johanna 
Bennett" of the prerogative Court of Canterbury on the 6th day of Oct., 1615. 

NOTE. 

'* Stoad." — William Jones says that up till a short time before the execu- 
tion of his Will he had a residence in this Town. On looking through a list 
of all the Towns and Villages of England there are only two which bear 
names with a sufficiently close resemblance, and that is Stroud or Strood; the 
one is in Gloucestershire, the other forms a part of the City of 
Rochester. There is no conceivable reason why William Jones should have 
lived in Rochester, 30 miles east of London, especially as he had a resi- 
dence in the City, but there is a very good reason why he should have had a. 
residence in Stroud, Gloucestershire, the centre of the cloth and woollen 
manufacture in which he traded. An old way of spelling the name was- 
" Strode." If the r in this word be indistinctly pronounced it could be easily 
mistaken for " Stoad." No doubt the Will was drawn up by a Notary, and 
he would be very likely to write it in the form in which it appears, when he 
took it down from the mouth of an old mnn with probably not a very distinct 
enunciation. 

APPENDIX XII.-Paut I. 

THE LETTERS PATENT 

OF 

HIS MAJESTY KING JAMES THE FIRST 

FOR 

THE FOUNDATION 

OF 

MK. JONES'S CHARITY 

AT 

MONMOUTH. 
Dated in the Eleventh and Twelfth Years 

OF His Reion. 
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1614—1616. 

It is necessary to state that, since the passing of the Statute called Mort- 
maine, no person can alienate or purchase Lands, &c., for the Foundation of 
any Public Charity, above the value of 200 Pounds per Annum without first 
obtaining the King's Authority for that purpose. 

THE 

LETTERS PATENT, 

&G., &C. 

The King to all to whom, &c. greeting. Whereas our beloved subject 
William Jone?, citizen and haberdasher of London, was willing and did 
endeavour to give and grant divers messuages, lands, tenements and heredita- 
ments, as well for the erection, foundation and establishment, and perpetual 
suport and maintenance of an Almshouse and free grammar school, of poor 
people, and scholars in the town of Monmoutli, in our county of Monmouth, 
as for the perpetual maintenance of one preacher of the divine word in the 
^amc town, as we have received knowledge thereof : 

Know Ye, that we being desirous to cherish and maintain the pious and 
<;haritable works of the said William Jones, of our special grace, and of our 
<;ertain knowledge, and mere motion, and also at the humble petition and 
request of the aforesaid William Jones, we have willed, and by these presents 
for us, our heirs, and successors, do grant and ordain, that in future, for ever, 
there may and shall be, in the aforesaid town of Monmouth, one alms-house 
for the inhabitation, relief, and perpetual maintenance of poor people, in the 
■same almshouse, from time to time, to be supported and relieved ; and that, 
in like manner, there may and shall be in future for ever, in the said town of 
Monmouth, one free grammar school for tlie instruction and education of boys 
And youth in the Latin tongue, and other more polite literature and educa- 
tion ; and that the said alms-house hence forwards for ever be called the 
alms-house of William Jones in Monmouth, in the county of Monmouth, and 
that the said school shall thenceforwards for ever be called the free grammar 
school of William Jones, in Monmouth, in the county of Monmouth ; and that 
the alms-house shall consist of twenty poor persons, and shall perpetually 
•endure ; and the aforesaid school shall consist of one schoolmaster, and one 
undermaster, and shall for ever endure, by the name of the almshouse, and 
free grammar school, of William Jones, in Monmouth, in the county of Mon- 
mouth ; and do erect, create, found, and establish the same by these presents. 
We will also that there may and shall be in the town aforesaid, one preacher 
of the divine word, to perform divine S(irvice in any church within the same 
town, or in the alms-house aforesaid, from time to time, for ever, according 
to the ordinance below in these presents declared to b(* maintained and 
supported. 
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And for the better perFonnance of our will and mtention in this belialf, 
we have nominated, created ordained, appointed and constituted our beloved 
Hubjecta the master and tour wardens, of the fratemitj of the art or mystery 
of haberdashers in our city of London, to be henceforwards for ever governors 
of tlie possessions, revenues, and goods, of the alme-liouac, and free grammar 
school of William Jones, in Monmouth, in tile county of Monmouth ; and we 
do nominate, make, ordain, appoint and constitute, for us, our heirs, and 
successors, the said master and four wardens of the fraternity of the art or 
mystery of haberdashers in our city of London, and their successors, by these 
presents, governors of the possessions, revenues, and goods, of tlie alms-house 
and free grammar school of William Jones, in Monmouth ; and that this our 
pious and charitable intention may take the better efiect, and that the lands, 
tenements, goods, chattels, and other hereditaments, for the maintenance and. 
free grammar school aforesaid, and the poor people and scholars in the same, 
and tliB aforesaid preacher of the divine word, from time to time, to be 
relieved and supported, may best be given, granted purchased, and possesaed, 
we will, and by these presents, for us, our heirs, and successors, of tlie like our 
special grace, and of our certain knowledge and mere motion, we do grant, 
ordain, and constitute that the same govemoie of the possessions, revenues, 
and goods, of the alma-house and free grammar school of William Jones, in 
Monmoutli, in the county of Monmouth, and their successors, may and shall 
be in future, for ever, one body corporate and politic of themselves, in deed, 
effect, and name, by the name of the governors of the possessions, a 
and goods of the almshouse, and free grammar school of William Jor 
Monmouth, in the county of Monmouth ; and that they and their si 
by the name of the governors of tile possessions, revenues, and goods, of the 
almshouse and free gmmmer school of William Jonas, in Monmouth, in the 
county of Monmouth, we do incorporate, and as one body corporate and 
politic, by the same name for ever to endure, we do really, and to the full, for 
us, our heirs and successors, erect, make, ordain, constitute, and establish, 
Hrmly by these presents, and that by the same name of governors of the 
possessions, revenues, and goods, of the almshouse and free-grammar school of 
William Jones, in Monmouth, in the county of Monmouth, they shall be 
called, denominated, and named, and that by the said name they shall have 
perpetual succession ; and that they, by the name of governors of the posses- 
sions, revenues, and goods, of the alms-house and free grammar school of 
William Junes, in Monmouth, in the county of Monmouth, may and shall be, 
in all future times, persons able and capable in the law to have, purchase, 
receive and possess, manors, messuages, lands, tenements, meadows, seedings, 
pastures, rents, reversions, remainders, and other hereditaments whatsoever, 
to themselves and their successors, for ever, as well of us our lieirs and succe?- 
sors, or of any other person, or any other persons whatsoever, and bodies 
corporate and politic whatsoever ; as also goods and chattels for the support. 
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maintenance and relief of the alms-house and free grammar school aforesaid, I 
and of the poor people and scholars there, from time to time, dwelling and to 
be Bupported ; and the aforesaid preacher of the divine word, schoolmaster, 
and undermaster, there to be maintained, we will also, and by these presents, 
for ua, our heirs, and successors, do grant to the aforesaid governcira and tlieir 
B, that they and their succeaaora, in future, for ever, shall iiave a. 
n seal for their causes and husineas concerning the almg-liouse and free 
.eclioo! aforesaid, and the disposition of the lands, tenements, and goods of the 
same, from time to time; and that it may and aliall he lawful to them and 
tlieir successors, that seal at their free will, from time to time, to change and | 
-and make a-new. as to them shall seem most meet to he done ; and that the J 
.aforesaid governors of the alms-liouse and free school aforesaid, and their.] 
.successors, hy the name of the governors of the possessions, revenues, audi 
goods of the alms-house and free grammar school of William Jones, in Hon- 
moutli, in the county of Monmouth, to plead and be impleaded, answer and be 1 
-anBwered unto, prosecute, defend, and he defended, may 1>e able and capable,. I 
in all and singular causes, plaints, suits, and actions, of wliatsoever kind o: 
nature they may he, in all courts and places, of us, (mr heirs, and suecessore 
and others whatsoever, within this our realm of England, or elsewhere ; and. J 
t^) do, act, and execute, all and singular other tilings by the n: 
as ample manner and form as other our liege subjects, able ei 
law, within our realm of England, do and are able to do ii 
places before mentioned, and before the judges, jus 
aforesaid. 

And further we will, and by these presents, for us, our heirs, and si 
eors, do grant to tiie aforesaid governors and their successors, that they a: 
their successors may and shall have full power and authority of namin^'fl 
appointing, and choosing the first and newest twenty poor persons of thel 
.alms-house aforesaid ; and the same poor persons so nominated and erect^Al 
into that nlinslumae, to put or place, or caused to be there placed, thew t/ 
dwell, be sup]iorted and relieved according to the ordinance below in 
presents declared. 

And if and as often as it sliull happen that any one or more of the afor 
said number of twenty poor persons of the almshouse aforesaid shall die, o 
from his or their places be removet! or depart, tliat then and so often it n 
-and shall be lawful for tlie same governors and their successors to iiomini 
«lect, and make one or more and aa many poor persons aa may ba deficient of 1 
the aforHBai<l number of twenty poor persons of the alms-liouse aforesaid, in J 
the placu or places of him or them so dead, removed, or departing, and thi&l 
as often and when the case shall so happen. 

tfe will also, and by tbeae presents for us, our heirs and successors, d 
give and grant to the aforesaid governors, and their aui^cessors full powel 
.and authority of nominating and choosing the Urst and modern ijchoolmnstei 
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and undennnster at the grammar scliool aforesaid, and the aforesaid preaclic r 
of the divine word; and thnt after the death, removal, or departure of them 
or any of tliem, they may be able and capnlile to noioitinte and cliooae one or 
more lit and BuffitJent, peraon or peraonB into the place or planes of liim or 
them so being schoolmaster under master, and preacher of the divine word, 
or any one or mnre of them so being dead, dnparted, or removed respectively, 
there to dwell and be miiotained, according to the ordinance below in these 
preeencB declared. 

We have givua also and granted, and by these presents for ua, our heirs, 
and successors, do give and grant to the aforesaid governors and their suc- 
««ssors, full power and authority of comptieing, constituting, ordaining, 
making, and eBtahlisliing, from time to time, such reasonable laws, statutes, 
decrees, and ordinances, in writing, whatsoever as to them, according to their 
Kiuiid discretion, shall ^eeni good, aalubrioits, useful, necessary, and proper, 
as well concerning the allowances, stipends, and salaries of the poor people 
in the alms-house, from time to time, to l>e maintained, as coccerningthi! 
stipends and salaries of the schoolmaster and undermasler of the grammar 
school, and tliH aforesaid preacher of the divine word, for the time being, as 
also concerning the adinisaioii, election, expulsion, and removal ot the afore- 
said people, and the aforesaid schoolmaster and under master, and the before 
mentioned preacher of the divine word, nud for the good rule and govemiince 
of the almsliouse and si^hool aforesaid, all and singular which laws, ordin- 
ances, rights, and constitutions, by the aforesaid governors and their success- 
ors so as aforesaid trO be maile, we will to lie ohs 'rved under the pains in the 
same contained, bo Chat nevertheless the like laws, ordinances, and cunstitU' 
tions be reasonable, and are not repugnant imr contrary to the laws, stiitutes. 
customs, or rights, of this our realm of England, 

Know ye further, that we, for the better suatentation and relief of the 
lioor people and scholars in the same alms-house and school, and the afore- 
said preacher of the divine word, and the before mentioned schoolmaster and 
under master, from time to time, tn be supported and maintnitied, of our 
special grace »nd oF our certain knowledge and mere motion, have given and 
granted, and Ity tiiese presents for ub, our heirs and successors, do give and 
grunt to the aforrsaid governors of the posaissalons, revenues, and goods of 
the alms-house and free grammar schoijl uf William Jones, in Monmouth, in 
the county of Monmouth, and (heir successors, special license and free and 
lawful power, faculty, and authority, of having, purchasing, pOBSessing, and 
receiving, to them and their successors, for ever, manors, mesguages, lands, 
tenements, meadows, seedings, pastures, woods, underwoods, rectories, ty the*, 
rents, revenues, and other hereditaments whatsoever, as well of us, our heirs, 
and successors, as of any other person, or any otiier persons whatsoever, 
which of lis, our lieirs and successors, are not immediately held in ca])itp. nor 
by military service, nor of any other or more persons liy military service, so 



that nerertlieless the same manors, mesaui^^a, lands. teDemcnts, and other 
hereditaments, do not in the whole eiceed the clear annual Taliieoftwo 
hundred pounds per annum, ovur and above all charges and reprieea, the 
statutes for lands and tenements not to be put to mortmain, or any otlie: 
statute, act, ordinance, or provision, to the contrary thereof heretofore had, 
made, published, ordained, or provided, or any other thinf;, cause, < 
whatsoever, to the contrary thereof, in any wise notwithstanding. 
We have given also and granted, and by these presents, for us, 
and successors, special liueTise and free and lawful power, faculty and 
authority, that he or they, or any one or more of them, may be able and 
capable to give, grant, sell, bequeath, or alienats, lawfully and with impunity, 
manors. lectories. messuages, lands, tenements, tythes, rents, r 
other hereditaments whatsoever, which are not held ot us, our I 
cesaors, immediately, or in capite, nor by military service, nor of any other 
person, or any other persons, whatsoever by military service, to the aforesaid 
governors of the poflsessions, revenues, and goods, of the alms-house and free 
grammar school of William Jones, in Monmouth, in the county of Monmouth, 
and to their successors, so that all the aforesaid manors, rectories. m«ssu«gea, 
lands, tenements, and other hereditaments, so to the same governors and 
their Bucceaaora, as aforeaaid, to he given, granted, aliened, or bequeathed, in 
the whole do not exceed the clear annual value or rent of two hundred 
pounda per annum, over and above all charges and re])rises, the statue for 
lands and tenements not to be put to mortmain, or any other statute, act 
ordinance or provision, to the contrary thereof heretofore made, had, pub- 
lished, ordained, or provided, or any other thing, cause, or matter whatsoever 
to the contrary thereof, in any wise, notwithstanding. 

We will also, and by these presents, for us, our heirs, and successors, do 
ordain that all issues and revenues of the aforesaid landa, teaements. here- 
ditaments, and possessions, hereafter for the maintenunce and support of the 
aforesaid alms-house, and the aforesaid school, and the before-mentioned 
preacher of the divine word, to be given and assigned, shall be converted, 
disposed and expended, to the austentation and maintenance of the poor 
people of the alms-house aforesaid, and the aforesaid schoolmaster, and under 
master of the school aforeaaid, and the before mentioned preacher of the 
divine word, for the time being, and for the repairs of the same house, lands. 
and possessions, and to perform other things necessary for the common utility 
and advantage of the alms-house, and touching the school aforesaid, accord- 
ing to the statutes, laws, and ordinances, by the aforeaaid governors of the 
alms-house and school aforesaid, and their successore, in writing as aforesaid 
to be made, and not otherwise, nor to any others uses or iutenttons. 

And further, of our abundant special grace, and of our certain knowledge 
and mere motion, wo have given and granted, and by these presents, for ua, our 
heirs, and auceeaaors, to give and grant, to the aforesaid governors of the 
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possessions, revenues, and goods of the aforesaid alms-house and free 
grammar school of William Jones, in Monmouth, in the county of Monmouth, 
and their successors, full power, faculty, and authority of having, purchasing, 
receiving, and possessing, to them and their successors for ever, as well of us, 
our heirs and successors, as of any other person, or any other persons 
whatsoever, any one or more parcel or parcels of land, lying and being 
within the aforesaid town of Monmouth, the liberties or precints of the 
same, as shall be necessary and convenient, as well for the erection and build- 
ing of the aforesaid alms-house and free grammar school, as of houses for the 
inhabitation of the aforesaid preacher of the divine word, and the aforesaid 
schoolmaster and imder master, not exceeding the quantity of two acres 
of land at the most, although the aforesaid parcel or parcels of land, not 
exceeding the aforesaid quantity of two acres, so to be had, received, or pur- 
chased, be held, or any part thereof be held, of us, our heirs or successors, in 
chief, or by military service, or of any other or more be held by military 
service. 

We have given also and granted, and by these presents, for us, our heirs, 
and successors, do give and grant, to any one or more of our beloved subjects, 
special license, and free and lawful power, faculty, and authority, that they, 
and any one or more of them, may be able and capable to give, grant, sell, 
bequeath, or alienate, lawfully and with impunity to the aforesaid governors 
and their successors, any one or more parcel or parcels of land extending to 
the quantity of two acres and not more, lying and being within the precints 
of the town of Monmouth, the liberties or precints of the same, being fit and 
convenient for the building and erection of the aforesaid almshouse and 
school, and the aforesaid houses for the inhabitation of the said preacher of 
the divine word, schoolmaster and undermaster, although the same be held of 
us, our lieirs. and successors, immediately, in capite, or by military service, or 
of any other person or persons by military service, the statute for lands and 
tenements, not to be put to mortmain, or any other statute, act, ordinance, or 
provision, heretofore had, made, published, ordained, or provided, or any 
other thing, cause or matter whatsoever, to the contrary thereof in any wise 
notwithstanding — notwithstanding express mention, &c. 

In witness whereof &c. 

Witness the King at Westminster, the nineteenth day of March, in 
the eleventh year of the reign of 

King James. 

NoTB. King James I. ascended the throne on the 24th March, 1603. The 
date of these letters will, then, be 19th March, 1614. 



THE FOUNDATION 

MR. JONES'S CHARITY 

MOKMOUTH. 



The following Letters Patent not only recite nnd. confirm the prt 
Grant to founii and esUMiali a Free Grammar School, Lsetureship and Alms- 
house, in the Town of Monmouth, according to the Intentions of Mr. Jonea'a 
Will, but aljjO allow the Sa,1e and Purchase of the Manor of Hatehant Baraes, 
in the Counties of Kent and Surrey, for the Maintenance and Support of his 
Charity. 

LETTERS PATENT. 
&o., &c. 
Jamea, by the grace of Qod, of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, 
King, defender of the faitli, &c. to all to wliom these present letters sliall come, 
greeting. Whereas ia certain our letters patent, bearing date the 19th day al 
March la^t past, before the date of theae presents, reciting, that whereas ouP 
beloved subject William Jones, citizen and haberdnfher, of London, wu 
willing and desirous to give and grant divers messuages, lands, tenements, and 
liereditaments, aa well for the erection, establisliment, and perpetual support 
and maintonancs of an almshouse and free grammar Rchool, for scholars uid 
poor people, in the town of Monmouth, in our county of Monmouth, as for ths 
perpetual maintenance of a preacher of the divine word in the same town, aa 
we had certain knowledge, it iii mentioned, that we were willing, and for us, 
our heirs and successors, did grant and ordain, that then, in future, for ever, 
there might and should he in the aforesaid town of Monmouth, one almshouse, 
for the inliabitation, relief, and perpetual maintenance of poor people in th< 
same almshouse, from time to time, to be supported and relieved; and that, ii 
like manner, there might and should be in future, for ever, in the said tows 
of Monmouth, one free grammar school, for the instruction and education of 
boys and youths in the Latin tongue, and other more polite literature and 
education ; and that the said almshouse should thence forwarils for 
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called the almshouBe of William Jones, in Monmouth, in tha county of Mon- 
mouth ; aud tlmt the eaid school tliencc forwards for ever tie called the 
freis Rrammar school of William Jouea, in Monmouth, in the county of Mon- 
tDOUCli ; and that the said alniahouse should consist of twenty poor ppople. 
4uid for SFer enilure ; and the aforesaid school should consist of one master 
and one under master, and sliould for ever endure, by the name of tile alms- 
house and free jjrammir school of W illiam Jones, in Monmouth, in the county 
of Monmouth ; and the same we did erect, create, found, aud establish, by the 
same our letters patent : We are willing also, by thu aforesaid letters patent, 
thit there should and might be, in the town aforesaid, one preacher of the 
divine word, to perform divine service in any church within the same town, 
or in the almshouse before mentioned, from time to time for ever, to preach 
according to the ordination in the same our letters patent declared to be 
maintained and supports ; and for the better performance of our will and 
intention in this behalf, it is mentioned in the same our letters patent, that 
we have nominated, created, made, ordained, appointed, and constituted, our 
beloved subjects the master and four wardens of the fraternity, art, or 
mystery, of haberdashers, in our city of London, to be thence forwards for 
ever the governors of tlie possessions, revenues, and goods, of the almshouse 
and free grammar school aforesaid, and the poor people and scliolars in the 
fiame, and the aforesaid preacher of the divine word, from time to time, to be 
relieved and sustainei:! might bo l)etter given, granted, purchased, and 
possessed, we ware willing, and by the same our letters patent did grant, 
ordain, and constitute, tliat the same governors of the possessions, revenues, 
and goods, of the almshouse and free grammar school, of William Jones, in 
Monmouth, in the county of Monmouth, and their successors, should and 
might be then, in future, for ever, one body corporate and politic of them- 
flelvea, in deed, effect, aud name, by the name of the governors of the posses- 
sions, revenues, and goods, of the almshouse and free grammar school of 
William Jones, in Monmouth, in the county of Monmouth, might and should 
be, in all future times, persons able and capable in the law to have, purchase, 
receive, and possess manors, messuages, lands, tenements, meadows, seedinga. 
pastures, rents, reversions, remainders, and other hereditaments, whatsoever, 
to tiiem and their successors for ever, as wall of us our heirs and successori 
as of any other person, or any other persons, or from any other persona wliat- 
Hoever, anil from bodies corporate and politic whatsoever, as also goods and 
chattels for the support, maintunance, and relief of the almsJiouse and free 
grammar school aforesaid, and the poor people and scholars there, from time 
to time, dwelling and to be there supported, and the aforesaid preacher of the 
divine word, sclioolmaster, and undermaster, there to be maintained. 

And further, for tile Iwtter support and reliKt of tlie poor jjwjple and 
scliolars in the same alms-house and school, and tile aforesaid preacher of the 
divine word, the schoolmaster and undermaster, from time to time to be eiip- 
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ported and maintained, it is mentioned in our aforesaid letters patent, that 
we, for ua, our iieira and successors, would give and grant unto the aforesaid 
governors of the possessions, revenues and goods of tlie almshouse and free 
grammar School of William Jones, in Monmonth, in the county of Monmouth, 
and their auccesaors, special license and lawful power, faculty, and authority, 
of having, purchasing, possessing, and leceiving to them and their successors 
for eTer, manors, messuages, lands, tenements, meadows, see<iings, pastures, 
woods, underwoods, raetoriBS, tythes, rents, revenues, and other heredita- 
menta whatsoever, which of us, our heirs, or successors, are not held 
immediately ia capite, nor by military service, nor of any others by military 
service, provided the same manors, messuages, lands, tenemeuts and other 
hereditaments, do n-it exceed in tlie whole the clear annual value of two 
hundred pounds per annum, over and ahove all charges and reprises, the 
statute for non putting lands and tenements to mortmain, or any other 
statute, act, ordinance, or provision, to the contrary hereof theretofore had, 
made, published, ordained, or provided, or any other thing, cause or matter 
whatsoever, to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding, as hy the 
same letters patent (amongst other tilings), more fully is evident and 
apparent. 

And whereas the aforesaid governors of the possessions, revenues, and 
goods of the almshouse and free grammar School of William Jones, in Moa- 
Monmouth, in the county of Monmouth, according to the trust reposed in 
them, and for the maintenance and performance of the charitable work afore- 
said, have contracted for the manor of Ratcham Barnes, in the parishes of 
West Greenwich and Lewiaham in our counties of Kent and Surrey, with tlie 
appurtenances, and for all lands, tenements, rents, and hereditaments what- 
soever, in- the said counties of Kent and Surrey, called or known by the name 
of the manor of Hatcham Barnes, witli its rights, members, and appurten- 
ances, and all the aforesaid lands, tenements, rents and hereditaments, in the 
said counties of Kent and Surrey, called or known by tlie name of thu manor 
of Hatcham Bamea, together with the perquisites of courts there, were 
heretofore demised, under the annual rent of Thirty Six pounds Two Shillings 
and Fourpeuee, besides eleven cart loads of faggots yearly, to be delivered, 
and were formerly parcel of the lands and possessions of the late monuatery 
of Deptford, in the aforesaid county of Kent, and by letters patent, bearing 
date at Westminster the Twenty sixth day of November, in the seventh year 
of our reign, of England, France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the forty- 
third, to George Salter and John Williams, their heirs and assigns, were giyen 
and granted, to hold of us, our heirs, and successors, as of our manor of Bast 
Greenwich, in our county of Kent, by fealty, only in free and common aocaga 
and not in capite and by military service, for all other rents, services, exao- 
tiona, and demands whatsoever, therefore to us, our heirs, and successors, in 
any wise to be rendered, paid, or done. 
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And whereas the whole right, estate, title, claim, interest, and demand, 
of the aforesaid George Salter and John Williams, their heirs and assigns, of 
and in the aforesaid manor of Hatcham Barnes, and other the premises, with 
their appurtenances, to the hands of our beloved subjects Sir John Garrard, 
Sir Thomas Lowe, Knights, and aldermen of our city of London, Robert 
Offley and Martin Bond, citizens and Haberdashers of London, have lately 
come. 

And whereas the aforesaid governors of the possessions, revenues, and 
goods, of the almshouse of William Jones, in Monmouth, in the county of 
Monmouth, for the better security and more sure conveyance to them and 
their successors, of the aforesaid manor of Hatcham Barnes, and the lands 
and liberties to the same belonging, and other the premises called or known 
by the name of the manor of Hatcham Barnes, to the use and intents afore- 
said, and in part of the complement of the aforesaid annual value of two 
hundred pounds, have most humbly besought us, that we would be pleased 
graciously to grant our special licence unto the said governors, and their 
successors, of liberty to purchase the same manor, lands, &c. 

We therefore being desirous in our mind that the aforesaid manor of 
Hatcham Barnes, with the .appurtenances and all the lands, tenements, and 
hereditaments aforesaid, should entirely, and for ever, remain for the true 
performance of the same works, of our special grace and of our certain 
knowledge and mere motion, we have given and granted, and by these 
presents for us, our heirs, and successors, do give and grant, to the aforesaid 
governors of the possessions and revenues and goods of the alms and 
free grammar School of William Jones, in Monmouth, in the county of Mon- 
mouth, and their successors, special licence, and free and lawful power, 
faculty, authority, of having, purchasing, receiving, and possessing, to them 
and their successors, from the aforesaid John Garrard, Thomas Lowe, Robert 
Offley, and Martin Bond, their heirs and assigns, or from any other persons, 
to and for the support relief, and maintenance of the poor people and 
scholars in the same almsliouse and school, and the aforesaid preacher of the 
divine word, and the aforesaid schoolmaster and under-master, from time to 
time to be supported and maintained, the aforesaid manor of Hatcham 
Barnes, and all the lands, tenements, rents, liberties and hereditaments what- 
soever, to the same manor in any wise belonging or appertaining, or called or 
known, by the name of the manor of Hatcham Barnes, with its rights, 
members, and appurtenances whatsoever, in the said counties of Kent and 
Surrey, or either of them, the statute for not putting lands and tenements to 
mortmain, or any other statute, act, ordinance, or provision heretofore had, 
made, published, ordained, or provided, or any other cause or matter whatso- 
ever; to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding. 

We have given also and granted, and by these presents for us, our heirs, 
And successors, for the consideration aforesaid, do give and gi'ant to the 
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aforesaid Jolm Garrard, Tliomaa Lowe, Eobert Offley, and Jlartin Bond their 
heirs, and assigns, special license and free and lawful power, fiiculty, and 
authority, that they, their heirs or nesigna. the aforesaid manor of Hatoham 
Uames, and all the lands, tenements, reuCs, liberties, and hereditaments, to 
Che same manner in any wise belonging or appertaining, called or known by 
the name of the munnr of Hatcham Barnes, with the rights, memliera, encl 
appurtenances whatsoever, in the said counties of Kent and Surrey, or either 
of them, to the aforesaid governorB of the possessions, revunuea, and goods, 
of the almshouse and free grammar School of William Jones, in Monmouth, 
in the county of Monmouth, and their successors, to the uses and intents 
before mentioned, may be able and capable, lawfully and with impunity, to- 
give, grant, sell, devise or alienate, the statute for not putting lands and 
tenements to mortmain, or any other statute, act, ordinance, or provision, 
heretofore had, made, published, ordained or provided, or any other thing, 
cause or matter whatsoever, to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding. 

We will, nevertheless, and declare our intention in this behalf to be; 
That the aforesaid manor of Hatcham Barnes, and other the premises, by 
virtue of these our Letters Patent, so as aforesaid to be had, purchased, 
received, and possessed, may, shall be, and slinlj be had in full and perfect 
impletion and complement of the dear annual value of one hundred and fifty 
pounds, as parcel of the aforesaid annual value of two hundred pounds by 
the aforesaid governors and their successors, by virtue of the before m< 
tioned our letters patent, bearing date the aforesaid nineteenth day of March, 
BO as aforesaid to be had, purchased, received, and possessed, so that all and 
singular other manors, lauds, tenements, rectories, tythes, woods, under- 
woods, and other hereditaments whatsoever, by the aforesaid governors and 
their successors, by virtue of the same our Letters Patent, in any wise 
hereafter to be had, purchased, and received, Co the uses and intents aforesaid, 
do not exceed in the whole thf clear annual value of flfty pounds, over and 
above all charges and reprises, anything in these presents, or in the aforesaid 
Letters Patent, or in any of them, to the contrary thereof in any wise ni 
withstandinR,— notwithstanding express mention of. the true annual value 
or of the certitude of the premises, or of any of them, or of other gifts o 
grants, by us or any of our progenitors or predecessors, to the aforesaid 
governors of the possessions, tevwDues and goods, of the aforesaid almshoue* 
and free grnmniur School, of the aliove mentioned William Jones, in Mon- 
mouth, in the county of Monmouth aforesaid, before this time made in theM 
presents, do not exist, or any other statute, act, ordinance, provision, proclo- 
mnlion,Drrestriction, to the contrary thereof heretofore had, made, published, 
onlained, or provided, or any other thing, cause or matter whatsoever, in any 
wise notwithstanding. 

In WiTttKsa wliereof, we have caused these our Letters to b« mad» 
Patent. 
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Witness Myself at Westminster, the ninth day of November, in the 
twelfth year of our reign of England, France, and Ireland, — and of Scotland 
the forty eighth. 

By Writ op the Privy Seal &c. 
Cartwright. 

APPENDIX XIII. Part I. 

THE 

STATUTES, LAWS, AND ORDINANCES. 

Prescribed, limited, and appointed, and set down the 24th day of March 
in the year of our Lord God 1616, by the Master and Four Wardens of the 
fraternity of the art or mystery of Haberdashers in the city of London, 
governors of the possessions, revenues, and goods of the Alms House and Free 
Grammar School of William Jones, in Monmouth, in the County of Monmouth, 
to be kept and observed in the government of the Free Grammar School of 
the said William Jones, in Monmouth aforesaid ; and of the School-master, 
Usher, and Scholars, of the same, lately erected and founded, at the charges 
of the said William Jones, to have continuance for ever. 



I. It is ordained. That the school shall be free for all children, especially 
such as are born within the said town of Monmouth, and then for others 
born within the said county of Monmouth, provided that the number exceed 
not the convenient ability of the teachers for their profitable instructing of 
them ; which to determine, shall be referred to the master fo? the time being, 
— and at the most not above the number of one hundred. 

II. The parents or friends bringing any child to be admitted into the 
school, shall pay for the same admission two shillings, the poorer sort 
excepted, who shall pay but sixpence ; which money shall be divided 
between the master and the usher, that is to say, two-third parts to the 
master, and the other part to the usher ; at which time of admission, these 
statutes to be read, or some of them declared, to the child and his friends, 
that they may promise their care, as much as lieth in them, for the observing 
of the same ; and without such conditions, none shall be admitted. And it is 
the earnest desire of the said governors, that all the scholars do come to this 
school decently and cleanly apparelled. 

III. The repairing to the school in the morning, by the teachers and 
scholars, shall be seven of the clock in the morning. Their departure to 
dinner shall be at eleven of the clock. Their return again at half an hour 
before one. Their departure at night at five of the clock. 

IV. The master shall not be absent out oi the school from his charge (if 
he be in health), above thirty days in any one year, — be they taken at one or 
several times. The usher, in like case, not above twenty days,— always pro* 



358 The Charities of William Jones. 

vided that both of them be not absent at one time. And if any urgent cause, 
as sickness, shall inforce them, they shall cause their places, for that necessity, 
to be supplied by sufficient deputies. 

V. The master may grant release to the scholars, at his own discretion, 
each Thursday after two of the clock, in such weeks as hath no holy-day in 
it ; and instead of that, at the request of persons of worship and credit, any 
afternoon which shall seem convenient for that purpose, he shall also (being 
moved thereto by the toward times of his scholars, declared by their exercises 
fit for such purposes), permit the accustomed breaking up of school six days 
before the feast of the Nativity of our Saviour. And in like sort, six days 
before the feast of Easter; and two days before the feast of Pentecost, otherwise 
called Whitsuntide : provided that their return may be with such exercises 
also, as may show the well-spending of that time, the next Monday after 
Epiphany, the Monday next after Easter- week, and the Monday next after 
Trinity Sunday. 

VI. Each morning, at the repairing to school, some godly prayer shall 
be used: on departure to dinner, some portion of a chapter of the New 
Testament out of Greek or Latin shall be rendered into English : before 
departure at night shall a chapter out of the Bible be read, prayers used, and 
a psalm sung. And that all may better profit thereby, the master shall see 
that each scholar be provided, according to his capacity and friends' ability, 
for a bible, testament, or service book, to be daily used in these services. 

VII. The master and usher shall, one day each week, catechise and in- 
struct their scholars in the principles of Christian religion ; and shall i)rovide 
that all the scholars, diligently each Sabbath, and all other days of holy 
assemblies, shall repair to Cliurch, bring their books before mentioned fit for 
the exercises of such times ; and shall appoint such as shall be able to take 
notice of the things then taught, and shall carefully take account how all 
profit by such Christian exercises. 

VIII. For the exercises of human learning, the number of classes or 
forms in the whole school shall not be above six, divided according to the 
masters discretion, regarding herein that their scholars proceed from form to 
form, to the sound knowledge in reading and writing, understanding and 
penning, of the English, Latin, and Greek tongues, both in prose and verse. 
To which end, the master and usher for their rooms shall be sufficiently able 
to deliver the i)recepts in the most necessary' and compendious manner, and 
to add the practice continually thereto. The choice of authors for this pur- 
pose shall be referred to the discretion of the master, according to laws of 
this land. And providing for the attaining to the i^urity of tlie Latin 
tongue, those authors to have still chief place and use which the learned call 
classical, such as Tully, Caesar, &c., for prose,— Terence, Virgil &c., for verse. 
And as for phraze in penning and speaking, it is wished that these may be 
patterns for the school to follow ; so it be ordained, that no matter be taught 
out of any auther, which may hinder goodness or religion. 
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IX. The master as he shall at all times direct and inform the usher for 
his trade in teaching, so shall he, together with him, take order for the safe 
keeping of the school, and things thereto pertaining ; with such matters as 
also concern the scholars : as, namely, for the punishment of all manner of 
faults, and appointing officers for the finding out and disclosing of them ; as 
absence from school or church, negligence or misbehaviour there or elsewhere. 
And to this end, they shall once each week keep general corrections for find- 
ing out what faults have been committed, and chastising the ofienders ; and 
herein they shall specially regard those vices which reign amongst the ignor- 
ant and profane multitude, as swearing, filthy talking, cursed speaking, con- 
tention, gaming, unthriftiness, and the like : the which being disclosed, they 
shall in no case suffer to escape punishment. And it is ordained, that the 
usher, in the absence of the school-master, may and shall, if he see just cause, 
correct and punish as well the scholars which are under his own teaching as 
those which are under the teaching of the school-master. 

X. If any scholar shall stubbornly refuse to submit himself to his 
master's obedience on these orders, or shall absent himself from school often 
without his liking and reasonable cause, or shall remove in such sort from 
this school to any other, — or shall be found, after diligent pains and sufficient 
trial, not to profit in learning, or prove so corrupt in manners, that his 
example becomes harmful, he shall be expelled the school, and never thereto 
again admitted, without manifest repentance and amendment. 

That these things may be for ever the better observed, to the Glory of 
Ood, by increase of good and virtuous behaviour, the school shall once in the 
year, at least, be visited by men of good conscience and judgment, by the 
patrons and governors of the school to be appointed, who shall observe how 
the children profit, and what the master and usher have done in keeping 
these orders ; to which visitors shall be granted liberty, if any doubt arise in 
these orders, to explain the same ; and, if need so require, seeing further 
occasion, to enlarge them, and to set down other the like ordinances, with 
the approbation of the said governors. 

NOTE. 

These statutes remained in force till 1828 when they were revised, for the 
better government of the School, by the Governors, with the approval of the 
Visitors. No copy of these revised statutes is in existence, so far as can be 
ascertained, but these were again revised by the Governors in Jan., 1847. 
(Appendix XV.). From the minutes of the Visitors' meetings it may be 
gathered that the latter (1847) differed from the former (1828; scheme only in 
a few particulars The most important difference was with reference to boys 
eligible for admission to the School. In the older Statutes (1828), boys, other 
than those resident in the Town or County of Monmouth, were admitted, if 
the number of Scholars was below one hundred and there were not sufficient 
eligible candidates therefrom to fill the vacancies. This was not allowed by 



the BCheme of 1847 (Appendix XV., Rule i.),— apiece of illiberality 'wfaich ] 
proved disaslrous to t!ie proaperity of the School. 

TliB GovernorB liad full power to make renaonable regulationa for tli» J 
government of tile Cliarity undi>T the letters patent of James I., (Appendix 
XII,) but tlie aauction of the Court of Cliancery was neoeasary liefore any new I 
regultttionB inTolving additional expenditure of income could be carried out. f 

APPENDIX XIII. Part II. 



STATUTES, LAWS AND ORDERS. 
Preacribed, limited, appninteii, mode, aud set down, the day and year 
aforesaid, by the said Govurnora, by virtue of the King's Majesty's License in 
that behalf granted, to be obaerved and kept ill tlie electing, placing, and di»- ^ 
placing, OS well of the Schoolmaster and Uslier of the said Free Grammar 
Sobool in Atiinmuuth, in the County of Monmouth, as of the Preacher ii 
Pariah Church of Monmoutii ; anil also tlie Twenty Poor People placed ii 
Hospital there, lately erected, founded, and established, !>y the King's 
excellent Majesty, to have continuance for ever ;^And also for the ordering^ 
government, and disposition, as well of the lands, tenements, rents, and here- 
ditaments, purcliiised and conveyed unto the Governors of the same School^ 
for the mainLenancH thereof: — Aud for the several Dwellings, Wageo, 
Sti[>ends, and Salaries of tlie auid Hchoolmaster and Usher ; and also of thv- 
Preacher: and for the relief of tlie J-aid Twenty Poor People, within the said 
Hospital, (o have ei 



I 



IMPItiMIS. 

It ra Limitkd and Orhaiseo. That all and every such peraon and 
peraons, as at any timu hereafter shall be elected and chosen to supply and 
enjoy the several places and oAicea of school-master and uaher of the said 
school, sliall he aufQclent able and approved men. os well for their leorning am 
for their lives, aud conversations, and religions. 

Item, it is ordained, That all and every person or persons which shall b» , 
elected, nominated, and appointed, to supply or enjoy the office or pl&a» 
of Bchootmaster of the said free school, shall he resident and attendant upon 
the said office and place ; iind if he or they shall be absent above thirty days 
at one or several timed in any one year, except the times of breaking upt 
before mentioned, and except the cause of liis or their absence shall bft 
approved, thought reasonable, and allowed liy tlie master and four wardens 
of the fraternity of the art or mystery of llaberdashera, in the city of London, 
governors of the said school, for the time being, that then the said master and 
wardens, for the time being, governors of the said school, shall and may, M 
their pleasure, remove and displace such sclioolmaster, for such his or 
their absence, and appoint another fufficient and able man in that p1ao» 
and office. 
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Item, it is ordained, That if any person or persons which shall be elected, 
nominated, and appointed, to supply and enjoy the oflBce or place of school- 
master of the said free school, shall be found insufficient, or not able to supply 
the place of schoolmaster; or if he shall be detected, accused, or notoriously 
suspected to live incontinent in whoredom or adultery ; or to be a drunkard ;: 
or especially shall be negligent in his exercises of religion : or if he shall take 
upon himself any other charge, ; or shall be advanced or preferred to any 
other living: or otherwise be negligent in his said place; — that then the said 
master and four wardens of the Company of Haberdashers, for the time being,, 
governors of the said free school, shall and may, at their pleasure, remove and 
displace any such schoolmaster, for any the causes aforesaid, and to appoint 
another able and sufficient man to that place and office. 

Item, it is ordained, That all and every person or persons, at any tima 
hereafter, elected, nominated, or appointed, to supply or enjoy the office or 
place of usher in the said free school, shall be resident and attendant upon his 
charge and office in the same school. And if he or they shall be absent abovfr 
twenty days at one or several times in any one year, except the cause of his 
or their absence shall be approved, thought reasonable, and allowed, by the 
said master and four wardens of the Haberdashers, for the time being, gov- 
ernors of the said school, that then the said master and wardens for the time 
being, shall and may, at their pleasure, remove and displace any such usher 
for such absence, and appoint another sufficient and able man to that place 
and office. 

Item, it is ordained. That if any person or persons, at any time hereafter,, 
elected, nominated, and appointed, to supply or enjoy the office or place of 
Usher in the said free school shall be found insufficient, and not fit to supply 
the place of Usher: or if he shall be accused, detected, or notoriously sus^ 
pected to live incontinent in whoredom or adultery; or to be a drunkard; or 
especially shall be negligent in the exercises of religion ; or if he shall take 
upon him anj' other charge, or be advanced or preferred to any other place 
or living; then the said master and wardens of the company of haberdashers,, 
for the time being, governors aforesaid, shall and may, at their pleasure, 
remove and displace any such usher, for any the causes aforesaid, and to- 
appoint another sufficient and able man to that place and office. 

Item, That in no wise the schoolmaster and usher of the said free school 
shall be both absent together, at tiny one time, from the said places and 
offices in the same school. 

Item, The schoolmaster for the time being shall have and enjoy, for his 
dwelling, the house, already therefor made and builded, with such garden 
plot as shall be by the direction of the said governors severed and taken out 
of the great back court, or plot of ground behind the said school ; and also 
shall have paid unto him the yearly sum of threescore pounds for his salary 
and wages quarterly, by even portions. And the said governors have 
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appointed a convenient quantity of pfround to be severed and taken out of 
the said great back court, for the placing of a house, with a garden to the 
same, to be for the dwelling hous« of the said usher, to whom yearly shall be 
paid, for his salary and wages, the sum of thirty pounds, quarterly, by even 
portions , and the remainder of said great back court, or plot of ground, is 
by the said governors appointed and allotted to be in common, not only for 
the scholars to play and recreate themselves in, and to go to the common 
house of office here already builded for them, but also for the pleasure and 
recreation of the said schoolmaster and usher. 

Item, that the schoolmaster and usher shall, from time to time, at their 
own charges, repair, maintain, and amend, the several messuages, tenements, 
or dwelling-housev«, severally appointed unto them, as aforesaid, with the build- 
ings to them severally belonging, in walling, tiling, and glazing, as often as 
need shall require : And for the doing and performing of this article, they 
shall, from time to time, give good security by bond or otherwise, to the said 
master and four wardens of the said company of haberdashers, for the time 
being, governors as aforesaid. 

Item, it is ordained, That all and every person or persons, as from time to 
time hereafter shall be chosen, nominated, or appointed, to supply and occupy 
the office and place of preacher, in the said town of Monmouth, shall be an 
honest, sufficient, and approved learned man, having, at least, proceeded 
to Master of Arts in one of the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge. 

Item, If Mr. Eichard Sedgwick, the preacher already appointed or placed, 
or any other person or persons, hereafter to be appointed preacher there, after 
his or their election, nomination, or appointment, to supply and enjoy the office 
or place of preacher in the said town of Monmouth, shall be absent from his 
•charge of preaching, in the said town of Monmouth, above forty days, at one 
or several times, in any one year, except the cause of such his absence shall 
be approved, thought reasonable, and allowed by the said master and wardens 
of the haberdashers, for the time being ; or if any person or persons elected 
nominated, or appointed, to supply and enjoy the said place and office of 
preacher, shall be detected, accused, or notoriously suspected, to live incon- 
tinent in whoredom or adultery; or if he shall take upon him any other 
charge or cure in any church, or be advanced to any spiritual living what- 
soever with cure, that then the said master and wardens of the haberdashers 
for the time being, shall and may, at their pleasure, remove and displace the 
jsaid preacher, for any the causes aforesaid, and to appoint one other sufficient 
man in that place and office. 

Item, that the said preacher, for the time being, twice in every year shall 
visit the said school of Monmouth, and examine the scholars there then 
being, and of the orderly course of teaching used by the schoolmaster and 
usher, for the time being, and of their, or either of their, negligence or 
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insufficiency, and thereupon to certify, from time to time, all the defaults 
therein by him to be found, in writing, under his hand, unto the said master 
and wardens of the said company of Haberdashers, for the time being, 
governors of the said free school, that by them order may be taken for 
reformation therein. 

Item, That the said preacher for the time being, shall have and enjoy for 
his dwelling, the messuage or tenement already there now built, wherein the 
said Mr. Sedgwick, now preacher, is placed, with the garden and orchard 
thereto appointed, and by him now used and enjoyed with the same ; and 
also shall have and receive yearly, for his stipend, the sum of three score 
and six pounds thirteen shillings and f ourpence quarterly, by even portions. 

Item, That the said preacher shall, from time to time, at his own charges^ 
repair, maintain, and amend the same messuage or tenement and premises 
appointed unto him, and the buildings belonging unto the same, in wallings, 
glazings, tiling and paling, as often as need shall require ; and for the doing 
and performing this article, he shall give good security, by bond or other- 
wise, to the master and warden of the haberdashers, for the time being, 
governors aforesaid. 

Item, It is ordained. That in the twenty Almshouses there builded, the 
twenty poor people, there shall be placed, from time to time, twenty poor 
old decayed people, men and women, sole and unmarried, of honest life and 
conversation, of the town of Monmouth (if so many may there be found, or 
else within the county of Monmouth) ; every one of which poor people shall 
have a house, with a garden behind the same, for their dwelling r and for 
their maintenance, they shall have the weekly sum of two shillings and 
sixpence; and every one of them yearly, against the feast of the birth of our 
Lord Christ, a gown of cloth, of the value of twenty and six shillings ; and 
that every one of the said poor shall wear, on the one sleeve of their gown, 
the scutcheon of silver already made, appointed, and delivered, unto them, 
for that purpose. 

Item, If any of them die and depart this mortal life, the said governors, 
or their deputy or deputies, shall, within one month next after knowledge 
thereof to them given, appoint another poor body^ for that place so void. 
And it is ordered, that the gown and scutcheon of any of them deceasing, be 
given and delivered to him or her that shall be next placed in their rooms. 

Item, it is ordained. That if any of the said almsfolk shall be known to 
be drunk, or be a haunter of alehouses, or to take any inmates or lodgers 
into their houses, or live unquietly or contentiously with the rest of the 
alms-folk or others, or do not duly go together to Divine Service, on Sundays, 
Holy Days, and other days appointed for Divine Service and do lie out of 
their alms-houses; that then every of them shall forfeit and lose, for the first 
offence in any of those things, one weeks pension ; for the second offence, a 
month's pension, to be given and divided amongst the rest of the alms-folk ; 
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and for the third offence, tlie offender to lie expelled out of Che slmB-houBSf I 
and another or others to be placed in their rooms. 

Item, it in further ordained, That if nny of the said alms-folk shall b« I 
detected, accused, or notoriously suspected to !ive incontinent in wlioredoat I 
or adultery, or do marry ; or if by the death of any of their friends, or otliei^ I 
wise, any estate in land, money, or goodn, shall fall or come unto any of J 
them, whereby Uiey may be able to live ; that then, in any of those c 
they shall be displaced oui. of the said Blms-houees, and another or others t; 

ibe placed in hia, her, or their, rooms and places. 

Ih Witness whereof, we the said Master and Wardens, govemon ■ 
aforesaid, have to these presents caused our common Seal to be put, the day J 

.and year first above written. 



APPENDIX XIV. 
STATLTES, LAWS, ASD ORDIXANCES. 

Prescribed, Limmitrd, appointed and set down thu seven & twentieth day 
of July in the year of our Lord 1655 by the Master and tour Wardens of the ] 
fraternity of the Art or SlyHtery of Haherdashers in the City of London ti 
observed & kept in the Election, placing and displacing of the prsocher 
Almepeopte at Newland in the County of Gloucester & for Ordering and 
Qovemiug the Hospital there & the stipend thereunto belonging given by Mr. 
William Jones. 



Imprimis, It is ordiiined that every person wlio shall at any time 
chosen and appointed to supply the office and place of preacher there fhsrll i 
he a sufBcient and approved learned man having at the least proceeded to ,| 
Batclielor of Arts in one of the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge. 



k 



Item, that ihe said preacher shall preach publickly in the parish Church 1 
-of Nawland every Lord's Day or else in one of the Chapels in the said Great 1 
parish in case the said parish Church be otherwise sutiiciently siipply'd with I 
(wo Sermons each Lord's Day. 

Item, the preacher shall have the Oversiitht und Government of tha I 
Almspeople to keep them in due Order according to such Rules & direct 
As he shall receive from time to time from the said Master and Wardens] 
for the time being, And to visit them intime of sickness and privately Inatruet I 
them at other times as far as may be necessary for the End proposed, And i 
shall see that in respect of Religion and manners they observe the Ordrav I 
hereafter mentioned. And that they have their pensions every week duly paid, I 
And that the said preacher do give Information to the MastiT and Wardens I 
from time to time of any failure or breach of theirOrdinOAces to the endU 
may provide a Remedy for the same. 
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Item, that when any place is void, in the AlmsIioaBe the said Preaclier 
ehall within seren days give notice to the parishionerB of the parish of New- 
land to meet together and agree upon three names of poor people capable of 
the place to be forthwith sent to the said Master and Wardens that they may 
if they so please choose one of the three for the place void. 

Item, that the said preacher shall be constantly resident on his charge at 
Jfewland, And in case he he absent from hia place and office above forty dayn 
at one or several times in one year, Except the cause of such his Absence shall 
be approved by the said Master and Wnrdeiis of the Haberdasliers for the time 
being, or in case the said preacher shall be preferred to anj' other Living, 
or shall be proved to be guilty of Drunkenness or Whoredom, or to be otherwise 
«f a ScaiidnlouR Life or Conversation, That the said Master and Wardens 
for the time being shall and may at their pleasure remove and displace the 
^aid preacher for any of the causes aforesaid and appoint another sufficient 
man in that place and oifice. 

Item, that thesaid preacher for the time being shall have and Enjoy for 
his Dwelling the Messuage or Tenement already built at Newland for that 
purpose together with three closes or parcels of land about the house contain- 
ing by Estimation seven Acres be tliey more or less and also shall receive 
yearly for his stipend the sum of Thirty three pouuds eix shillings and Ave 
pence, { i ) 

Item, That the said preacher shall from time to time at hie own chat^es 
repair, maintain, and amend the said Messuage and Tenement with theappur- 
ttinaiiees in Walling, Qlaaing, Tiieing hedging and paleing and all other 
necessary Reparations as oft as need shall require. And for the doing and 
performing this Article lie shall enter into Bonds with good security and 
aaSicient penalty to the Master and Wardens of the Haberdashers far the 
time being to their liking. ( ' ) 

Item, It is ordained that in the Ten ( i ) Almshouses bnilded at Nowland 
there shall be placed from time to time Sixteen old decayed people Men end 
Women single and unmarried nnless specially dispensed with by the said 
Oov'res and of Honest Life and Conversation of the pariah of Newland And 
■every one of them shall have for their Maintenance the Weekly sum of two 
shillings and every one of them every other year at and before the 25th day 
of December three yards of broad cloth to make them Gowns And everyone 
of them shall wear on the one sleeve of their Gowns a Scutcheon of Silver to 
be delivered to thero tor tliat purpose {^) And when any oi the said poor 
people Depart this Life if the party die before the 24lh of June in such 
second year then the Gown and Scutcheon of the deceased party shall be 
given and delivered to him or her who shall be next chosen iti the place void 
But if the person die upon or after the 24th day of June in such second year 
then the Scutcheon only shall be delivered and the Succeeder sball stay for a 
Qo"*n till more Cloth ci 
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Item, It is ordained that if any of the said Alms-folk shall be known to 
be Drunk or to be a haunter of Alehouses or do Curse or Swear or Use filthy 
speech or live unquietly or contentiously with the rest of the Alms-folk or 
others, or do take Inmates or Lodgers unless it be for necessary help in Sick- 
ness or Weaknesses to be approved of by the preacher, Or if they do not dwell 
in their Alms-houses or usually do lie out of them, or if they do not duly in 
their Gowns (being able) go to Church or place of Publick Worship on the 
Lord's Day and sitt orderly there in the seats appointed for them and meet 
at the preacher's house at times appointed by him for more private instruct- 
ing them in Religion, Upon the first noted offence in any of these Kinds the 
preacher shall give the offender Admonition before the rest of the Alms-folk, 
And for the second offence in any of these Kinds the offender shall forfeit or 
lose one week's pension. And for the third offence one month's pension, to be 
given to those of the Alms-people who are sick or most in want at the 
discretion of the preacher, And for the fourth offence the Offender proving 
Incorrigible shall be complained of to the Master and Wardens of the Haber- 
dashers and by them expelled out of Almshouse and another placed in his or 
her room. 

Item, If any of the Almspeople be known or notoriously suspected to be 
Incontinent in Whoredom or do steal, Or if any of them do marry without 
the special dispensing therewith by the said Governors, Or if by death or 
otherwise they shall have any Estate or Lands, Moneys or Goods whereby 
they shall be able to live without relief. In any of these cases the said Master 
and Wardens for the time being having knowledge thereof shall and may at 
their pleasure displace every such person out of the said Almshouse And 
place another in his or her Room. 

And it is concluded that the said Master and Wardens of the Haber- 
dashers, Governors and Patrons of the premises or such persons as they shall 
at any time appoint to visit at Newland may explain any doubt that may 
arise about any of these orders or change and enlarge them and add other 
orders unto them as they shall find necessary for the due managing of this 
Pious and Charitable Work. 

Note — These Statutes were probably never put in print. They are taken 
from a manuscript copy in the possession of the Rev. W. Bagnall-Oakeley, 
Lecturer of Newland. This copy was evidently made in 1776 for Thomas 
Birt M.A. who was appointed Lecturer in that year in succession to his 
father James Birt M.A. The manuscript book contains also a Copy of his 
"appointment" and "bond" under a forfeiture of £200 to keep the house and 
premises in repair. It was of course taken from an older manuscript. It 
it difficult to account for the statement that the Lecturer's stipend was fixed 
at £33 6s. 5d. in the year 1655, as it was reduced to that sum only from 1714 
to 1729. Probably this older manuscript was written at that period (1714-29) 
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and the text was altered to meet the changed circumstances of the time. 
The statement that there were ten Almshouses may be explained in the same 
way. In 1655 the number was almost certainly sixteen. 



APPENDIX XV. 

STATUTES 
LAWS AND ORDINANCES 

PRESCRIBED, LIMITED, AND APPOINTED BY 

THE MASTER AND FOUR WARDENS 

OF THE FRATERNITY OF THE ART OR MYSTERY OF 

HABERDASHERS, 

IN THE CITY OF LONDON, 

"GoTernors of the Possessions, Revenues, and Goods of the 

Almshouse and Free Grammar School of William Jones, 

in Monmouth, in the County of Monmouth, 

to be kept and observed for 

The better Order and Government of the said 

FREE GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

AND 

TWENTY ALMSHOUSES OF THE SAID WILLIAM JONES. 



REVISED. JANUARY, 1847. 



INDEX 

Statutes relating to the Boys 
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Statutes relating to the Exhibitions 
Statutes relating to the Masters 
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Statutes relating to the Almspeople 
Statutes relating to the Visitors. 
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STATUTES 
RELATING TO THE BOYS. 

I. 

That the School be free for One Hundred Boys, to be elected by the 
Visitors from those who have been born, or whose Parents or Guardians shall 
have resided for two consecutive years next prior to the election, in the Town 
or Borough or in the County of Monmouth, ( i ) preference being always given 
between Candidates in other respects equally eligible, to those who shall have 
been bom, or whose Parents shall have had such residence in the Town 
or Borough. 

II. 
That no Boy be admitted into the School who has not had the Small Pox 
or been Vaccinated, or who is not perfectly free from any contagious or infec- 
tious Disorder, who is not able to read and write, or who is under Eight or 
above Twelve years of age, or shall continue in the School after attaining the 
age of Eighteen years. 

III. 
That applicants be placed on the List of Candidates for admission, shall 
obtain from the Head Master printed instructions for the purpose, at least ten 
days before the next Quarterly Meeting of the Visitors. It shall be his duty 
to point out and require the production of, the best evidence of which the 
nature of the case will admit, of the date and place of the Boy's birth, of his 
Parents' or Guardian's residence, and of the matters required by the Rules ; 
he is to make enquiries into the character of the Parents or Guardians and 
Boys applying, and report the result to the Visitors at their Quarterly Meet- 
ing ; he is also to prepare a list of the Candidates, classed according to the 
above rule of preference, and specifying the date and place of the Boy's birth 
and Parents' residence, and shall certify in writing at the foot of such List 
that the Candidates are in his opinion in all respects qualified for admission, 
or, in cases of doubt, declare the particulars to the Visitors, and shall trans- 
mit a duplicate of such List and Certificate to the Governors immediately 
after every Election. 

IV. 
At the time of admission one of the Parents or the Guardians of the Boy 
admitted shall sign, in a book to be kept for that purpose, an undertaking 
that the Child shall conform himself to all the School Regulations; and 
a printed copy of the Rules applicable to the Boys and the Parents, shall be 
given to each party at the time of the Boys admission. 



(1). See note at the end of Part I of appendix XIIT. 
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STATUTES 
RELATING TO THE SCHOOL REGULATIONS. 

V. 

That the School Hours shall be as follows, namely, from the 25th of 
March to the 25th of September, both days inclusive, to commence at half- 
past Seven of the clock in the morning, leave School at Nine, return at Ten, 
leave at Tweive, return at Two, and leave School at Five ; and, between the 
25th of September an«l the 25th of March, to begin at Nine and continue till 
Twelve, and be resumed at Two until half-past Four. 

VI. 
That the Boys shall come to the School cleanly washed and combed, and 
•decently and properly clothed. Any neglect of this Rule will be severely 
marked. 

VII. 

That nil the Boys shall have the free use and enjoyment of the Play 
Oround belonging to the said School, after School hours; and that the same 
be open from Eight o'clock in the morning till Eight in the Evening, in the 
Summer ; and from Eight in the morning till Four in the afternoon, in the 
Winter. 

VIII. 
That a correct List, or Muster Roll, of the Boys shall be kept, and 
regularly called over at the commencement of every School sitting; the 
names of the Bo^'s then absent shall be distinctly shown or recorded thereon; 
in such manner as the Head Master may direct, and the Roll regularly laid 
before him before the business of the School commences. It shall also be at 
all times open to the inspection of the Lecturer, and regularly laid before the 
Visitors at their meetings, by the Master. 

IX. 
Each morning, at the opening of the School, a Prayer, the Collect for the 
-day, and a Chapter (or a portion of one) out of the Bible, shall be read by 
either the Master or the Second Master; and before departure at night, 
■a chapter out of the Bible is to be read by one of the Scholars, and a short 
Prayer read, at the close, by the Head or Second Master. 

X. 

The whole School shall be divided into Classes, according to the Master's 
■direction, so that the Scholars proceed from form to form, according to their 
progress and attainments. The education given shall comprise the principles 



870 The Charities of William Jones. 

of the Christian Religion, the English, Latin, and Greek Tongue?, Composi- 
tion, History, Geography, the use of the Globes, the first principles of Mathe- 
matics, the elements of Physical Science, Book Keeping and Drawing. 

XI. 
The Head or Second Master shall, one day in each week catechise and 
instruct their Scholars in the principles of the Christian Religion ; and one of 
them, or the Writing Master, shall also attend the Boys to Church twice every 
Sabbath Day, Christmas Day, Good Friday, and on general Fast and Thanks- 
giving Days appointed by proclamation, the Masters, or one of them, always 
sitting with the Boys ; but should the Parents or Guardian of any Child, be 
desirous of his attending with them at any other place of public worship 
than the Church at which the Boys attend, they are to make written applica- 
tion to the Visitors, for permission, at the time of their Child's admission. 

XII. 
That Monday and Tuesday in Easter week, and Whit Monday be Holidays^ 
and the afternoon of Wednesday and Saturday in every week be Half- 
Holidays, but no other Holiday or Half-Holiday shall be allowed. The 
Vacations are to commence three days before and terminate four weeks after 
Christmas and Midsummer days respectively, unless such four weeks- 
shall end on a Saturday or Sunday, and then on the Monday following. 

XIII. 
If any Scholar shall stubbornly refuse to submit himself to obedience, or 
shall absent himself from School without leave or cause satisfactory to the 
Master, or shall remove to any other school, or shall be found, after diligent 
pains and sufficient trial, not to profit in learning, or prove so corrupt in 
principles or manners that his example become pernicious, the Head Master 
shall have power to suspend such Boy until the next Meeting of the Visitors,, 
who shall then have power to expel him. 

XIV. 

That at each of the public half-yearly examinations of the Boys by the 

Visitors, a Book, as an Honorary Reward, be immediately conferred by the 

Chairman, or such other of the Visitors as may be agreed upon, on such Boys, 

not exceeding Twelve, as, in the opinion of the Visitors, shall deserve marks^ 

of distinction. 

XV. 

That such Boys as are approved by the Head Master shall have the free 

use of the Library, which shall be open at such hours daily as he shall 

appoint. He is to take care that all the Library Books are kept clean and 

carefully preserved, and that no Book be lent out or removed from the 

Library on any pretence whatsoever ; he shall also, once a quarter, examine 

the Catalogue of the Books, and Report to the Visitors any Books that may 

be missing from the Library. The Donations of Books to the School Library 

be received, subject to the approbation of the Visitors. 
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STATUTE RELATING TO THE EXHIBITIONS. ■ 

XVI. 

The Exhibitions (at present £30 per annum each) are open only to 
Scholars who at the time of tlie Election shall be actually in the School, arid 
shall have been either admitted according to the preceding Kules, or, if 
admitted previously to their coming into operation, shall have been bona fide 
in the School for a period of at least three consecutive years immediately 
preceding the Election, (occasions of temporary absence, wliich the Visitors 
shall allow and excuse, excepted) and who, in either case, shall also proceecj 
direct, or as soon as may be, from the School to some College or Hall in either 
bf the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge. Upon a vacancy occurring and 
being duly notified to the Visitors by the Head Master of the School, they 
will, with all reasonable speed, make such arrangements as they may con- 
sider advisable, for making it known in the School, for the appointment of 
Examiners, the selection of Candidates, and the fixing and conducting the 
examination ; provided that the election shall always take place at onfe of 
their regular half-yearly meetings in the month of June or December. Upon 
the Election taking place, the Visitors shall choose such one of the Candi- 
dates (or more if there be more vacancies) as they may deem the most 
deserving, and forthwith report his name, age, and period ol* education in th^ 
School, to the Governors for their approbation ; and at the same time trans- 
mit them an accurate list of the Candidates admitted to the examination,' 
with the like particulars as to their respective ages and periods of education! 
in the School. The Elections are in all cases to be subject to confirmation by 
the Governors. The Exhibitions will commence from the date of the 
Scholar's actual residence at College. The period of holding them respect- 
ively is in no case to exceed four years from the time of the Scholar entering 
College. They will cease upon his taking his degree of Bachelor of Arts, and 
may at any time be suspended, or entirely withdrawn and granted to another, 
in case of the misbehaviour of the holder at College, or for any other cause 
which the Governors, in their absolute discretion, shall deem sufficient. 

STATUTES RELATING TO THE MASTERS. . 

XVIL ■ , 

That a Register Book be kept by the Master, of the names 'and ages of tl)^ 
Boys, the date of their Admission and Discharge, or Departure from the 
School, and the cause of such Discharge or Departure; with the nances; 
residence, and profession or trade, of the parents, and a column for remarks 
by the Visitors or Masters ; and that a copy of each Quarter's entries .(to be. 
made by the Writing Master, under the Head Master's direction) be xegularly- 
sent by the Head Master to the Governors, and there kept for reference. 

XVIIL 
The entire time of the Writing Master shall be devoted to the Schopt 
during the School hours, and he shall give his attention to. the lower classeij 
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In auch nay as the Kuad Master aliall determiiie; he is also to act as 
Secretary to the Visitors, aixi koep a Miniitn Book containing all the business 
that comea before them, and to make and send to tlie Oovernora a fair copy 
of the Minotes (signed by the Chairman) immediately after such meeting. 

XIX. 

That the Head Master, (and in his absence the Second Master) shall hare 
the care and goyernment of the School, and keep a Book for the entry of 
serious faults and punislinients, and the Head Master shall duly report audi 



faults and punishments to the Visitors a 
chastisement is, however, to take place a 
but on the following morning;. 



their next Meeling. No personal 
the time of committing the faults. 
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That none of the Masters shall, on any pretence, be allowed to iak« 
Boarders or pay-Boys, or any Fee or Gratuity, either anuually or othurwiae, 
from the Parents or the Boys. 

XXI. 

All the Masters shall he elected on probation only, and shall remain upon 
trial in the School for six calendar months; at the expiration of which period 
the Visitors, or t)ie major part of them, for the time being, shall report to 
tlie Governors their opinion oF tli« character and abilities of the Master so 
elected; if the Report be satisfactory, the election will be confirmed, but if 
otherwise a new election will be made. 

XXII. 
The Head and Second Masters shall at all times be n^sident, and attend' 
not upon their said duties ; an<l if either of them shall be absent abova 
twenty days, at one or several times, in any one year (except during the 
bolidays, or unlu!!s the cause of his or their absence shall be sanctioned by 
the Visitors or Governors of the School) then the Governors may, at thtdr 
pleasure, remove and displace liim for such absence, and apxioint another 
Master in bin ftead; and on no one occasion shall they both be alisent nt the 
same time: and if either of the said Masters, or the Writing Master, shall. U 
any time be found, or justifiably suspected, to be of immoral lives or conver- 
sations; or shall he negligent in the exercises of religion ; or shall take any 
Other charge, or be preferred to any other employment or living, which the 
Governors may consider as likely to interfere with their respective duties; 
or it either of them shall break or infringe any of tliese Statutes ; then the 
said Governors may remove and displace ttie Master so offending, and appoint 
Another in his stead, 

XXIII, 
The Bead and Second Master shall from time to time, at their own charges, 
repair, maintain, and keep the several messiiagi'n. tenements, or dwelling 
houses, severally appointed unto them, with the several buildings thereto 
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l^onging, in such tenantable repair as is specified in the Schedule to these 
^ulfift-; and for the doing and performing of this article, they shall from time 
to time give good security by bond, or otherwise, as the Govemors may 
require : provided always that this Bule shall not be operative against the 
existing Masters, who shall remain with the same liability as they were 
subject to at the time of their election. 

STATUTES RELATING TO THE LECTURER. 

XXIV. 
Item.— It is ordained, that every person hereafter to be appointed to the 
pffice of Lecturer, shall be of approved character, ability, and piety, having 
taken the degree of Master or Bachelor of Arts, or Law, in one of the 
Universities of Oxford or Cambridge. 

XXV. 

That if the said Lecturer shall be absent from his charge of preaching 

above forty days, at one or several times, in any one year, (except the cause 

of such his absence shall be sanctioned by the Visitors), or if he shall be 

found, or justifiably suspected, to live immorally, or shall take upon him any 

cither charge, or be preferred to any other employment or living, which the 

Governors may consider likely to interfere with his duties ; or if he shall not 

duly observe these ! Statutes ; then the Governors may remove and displace 

such Lecturer for any of the causes aforesaid, and appoint another to that 

office. 

XXVI. 

That the Lecturer shall, twice in every year, at least, visit the said Free 
Grammar School, and examine the Scholars, and as to the proper course of 
teaching used by the Masters, and their or either of their negligence or 
insufficiency, and report the result to the Visitors ; and shall also visit the 
Almspeople weekly, and shall keep a book, to be called the Lecturer^s Report 
Book, and therein regularly enter the date of his visits to the Almspeople, 
and his remarks upon their health, wants, conduct, and cleanliness, and 
all applications, (whether granted or not) which may be made by them to 
him, for relaxation of these Statutes, or in matters prohibited by them with- 
out such permission ; and he is to lay such book before the Visitors at their 
quarterly and other meetings ; and it is to be regularly forwarded by the 
Visitors to the Governors after every of their quarterly meetings, with any 
remarks which they may deem it requisite to make thereon. The Lecturer is 
also personally to attend the Visitors' Meetings for the purpose of giving all 
requisite explanations, he is also to read the Church Service and preach 
a Sermon every Sunday to the Almspeople in the School-room, and administer 

the Sacrament. 

XXVII. 

That the Lecturer shall have a Dwelling-house and garden appropriated 

Jbr l)im, in addition to the appointed salary. 
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u XXVIII. . 

• That the Lecturer shall from time to time at his own charges, repair, 
^maintain, and keep the Dwelling-house and premises so appointed unto him, 
Aiid the buildings belonging unto the same, in tenantable repair, as specified 
4n the Schedule hereunder written ; and for the doing and performing of this 
article he shall give good security, by Bond or otherwise, as the Governors 
may require : provided nevertheless that this rule shall not be operative 
against the present Lecturer, who is to remain under the same liability as he 
was subject to at the time of his election . 

STATUTES RELATING TO THE ALMSPEOPLE. 

XXIX. 

That in the twenty Almshouses on this establishment, for Twenty poot 
people, there shall be placed from time to time Twenty poor old decayed 
people, Men and Women, sole and unmarried, of honest life and conversation, 
of the Town or Borough of Monmouth, if so many there be found, or else 
within the County of Monmouth : every one of whom shall have a House and 
Garden for their dwelling, and the weekly sum of Eight Shillings for their 
maintenance ; also every alternate year at Christmas, a Cloth Cloak each, 
yalue 30s., upon which the escutcheons are to be worn as heretofore. The 
Almspeople are to wear their Cloaks during tlieir attendance at the Parish 
Church and the Lecturer's Service. 

XXX. 

That in case of the death or removal of any of the Almspeople, notice 
thereof shall immediately be given by the Lecturer to the Magistrates of the 
Town of Monmouth, who shall thereupon forthwith nominate and return to 
the Governors the names of tliree persons of the description mentioned in the 
preceding Rule, and who have not received parochial relief within the two 
preceding years ; out of whom the Governors shall, as soon as may be after 
receiving such return, appoint another poor person or persons in the place or 
places so becoming void, according to the decree of the Court of Chancery, 
dated the 16th July, 1681. The Lecturer is also to take charge of the cloak 
and escutcheon of such deceased or removed Almsperson, and deliver them to 
his or her successor. 

XXXI. 

That if any of the Almspeople shall be known to be given to drunkenness, 
or to be a frequenter of alehouses, or to take any inmates or lodgers into 
their houses without permission of the Lecturer, in writing, and reported by 
him to the Visitors or Governors ; or if any of them shall live contentiously 
with the rest of the Almspeople, or others, or do not duly go together to 
Divine Service, on Sundays, general Past and Thanksgiving Days appointed 
by Proclamation, and other days appointed for Divine Service, or satisfy the 
Lecturer that there was good excuse fof their absence, by reason of infirmity. 
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ill health or otherwise, or do lodge out of their Almshouses, the Lecturer 
shall have power, of his owu authority, to retain from such offending Alms- 
person, as forfeited, for the first offence, one week's pension, and for the 
•second offence, two week's pension, to be applied by him for the benefit of the 
rest of the Almspeople, in such comforts or necessaries of clothing or nourish- 
ment (but not in money) as he may think necessary ; but every such offence 
and forfeiture shall be immediately entered under its proper date in the said 
Report Book ; and for the third offence, the Almsperson so offending shall be 
liable to expulsion from his or her Almshouse, and it shall be the duty of the 
Lecturer to temporarily suspend such offender, and immediately report the 
fact and offence to the Visitors, as well as to the Governors, and also to enter 
it in his Report Book, but the order for final expulsion shall rest with the 
Oovemors only. 

XXXII. 

That if any of the Almspeople shall be found, or justifiably suspected, to 
live^ncontinently or disreputably; or do marry ; or if by the death of any of 
their friends, or otherwise, any estate or property shall fall or come unto any 
of them, whereby they may be able to maintain themselves : such Alms- 
person shall, under order of the Governors, be subject to the immediate loss 
of his or her Pension or allowance, and to absolute displacement from the 
Almshouses; and it shall be the duty of the Lecturer, as soon as such circum- 
stance shall come to his knowledge or suspicion, forthwith to report the 
same to the Visitors and Governors, and the Visitors are empowered and 
requested, with all reasonable speed, to investigate the case, and report their 
opinion upon it to the Governors ; and in cases requiring immediate inter- 
ference, the Visitors, or any three of them, after such investigation, are 
empowered forthwith to suspend such offending Almsperson from the Alms- 
houses, and stop the payment of his or her Pension or allowance, until the 
decision of the Governors on the case shall be known. 



STATUTES RELATING TO THE VISITORS. 

XXXIII. 

That the School shall be visited, and a Public Examination of the 
Scholars shall take place, as often as convenient, but not less than twice a 
year, by Visitors, (from time to time, to be appointed by the Governors) who 
«hall observe how the Children profit, and what the Masters have done in 
keeping these Statutes. They shall be at liberty, if any doubt arise in these 
Statutes, to explain the same, and if need so require, to alter and extend 
them, with the approbation of the Governors. 
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XXXIV. 

That the Visitors do meet together at the School, once a quarter at the- 
least, for general business ; but the Chairman, or any three Visitors, may call a- 
Special Meeting, when occasion requires. 

XXXV. 

That the absence of any Visitor from the Meetings for twelve months- 
shall be considered a resignation of his appointment, and the Govemors will 
proceed to appoint another. Nevertheless the same gentleman may be re- 
appointed on the recommendation of the Visitors, who shall notify each case 
of vacancy to the Governors. 



THE SCHEDULE 

Of Repairs to be done by the Lecturer, Headmaster, and Second Master, at 
their own expense, to the house and premises allotted to them respectively^ 
for the time being, that is to say : — 

To repair all broken and defective glazing, tiling, and slating, and th& 
copings and upper courses of the walls. 

Generally, to keep the premises wind and water tight, and to do such 
repairs as a tenant from year to year, who had agreed to keep premises 
in tenantable repair, would be bound to do. 



INSTRUCTION TO THE LECTURER IN REFERENCE TO RULE XXXI. 



That the Lecturer, in exercising his discretion upon applications from the- 
Almspeople for permission for their near female relatives to reside with them^ 
be instructed not to discountenance, as contrary to the rules, application a 
which, if granted, would, on account of the general infirmity of old age, or 
other mental or bodily ailment, manifestly tend to the comfort and solace of 
the applicant, without infringing the rules of decorum or moral propriety ; 
although such applicant may not be in such a state of infirmity as would 
generally be considered by medical men to require the assistance of a nursing 
attendant. 
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STATUTES, Etc. 

THE ALMSPEOPLE. 

1. 
In the twenty Almshouses of this Establishment there shall be placed 
from time to time twenty poor old decayed men and women, sole and 
unmarried, of honest life and conversation, of the Town and Borough of Mon- 
mouth, if so many there be found, or else of the County of Monmouth, each 
of whom shall have a house and garden for dwelling, and the weekly sum of 
eight shillings for maintenance ; also, every alternate year, at Christmas, a 
cloth cloak each, value thirty shillings, upon which the escutcheons are to be 
worn as heretofore accustomed. 

9 

^ • 

The Almspeople shall attend Divine Service together at the Parish Church 
on the occasions when the same is performed there by the Lecturer in 
pursuance of the 7th Clause hereinafter contained, and also the Lecturer** 
service in the Schoolroom, under that Clause, unless prevented by infirmity, 
illhealth, or other good cause, to be approved by the Lecturer. 

3. 

In case of the death or removal of any of the Almspeople, notice thereof 
shall immediately be given by the Lecturer to the Magistrates of the Town of 
Monmouth, who shall thereupon forthwith nominate and return to the 
Governors the names of three persons of the description above mentioned, 
and who have not received parochial relief within the two preceding years ; 
out of whom the Governors shall, as soon as may be after receiving such 
return, appoint another parson or persons in the place or places so becoming 
void. The Lecturer shall also take charge of the cloak and escutcheon of 
-each deceased or removed Almsperson, and deliver them to his or her 
successor. 

4. 

If any Almsperson shall be given to drunkenness, or be a frequenter of 
Alehouses or shall take any inmate or lodger into his or her house, without 
permission of the Lecturer, in writing, to be reported by him to the 
Visitors and Governors, or shall live contentiously with the rest of the Alms- 
people or others, or shall fail to attend Divine Service as hereinbefore 
directed, or shall lodge-out of his or her Almshouse, the Lecturer shall have 
power of his own authority, to retain from such offending Almsperson, as 
forfeited for the first offence, one week's pension ; and for the second offence 
two weeks' pension, to be applied by him for the benefit of the rest of 
the Almspeople in such comforts or necessaries of clothing or nourishment, 
but not in money, as he may think necessary ; but every such offence or 
forfeiture shall be immediately entered under its proper date in the said 
Report Book ; and for a third offence, the Almsperson so offending shall 
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be liable to expulsion from his or her Almshouse ; atid it shall be the duty of) 
lihe Lecturer to temporarily suspend such offender, and immediately report^ 
the fact and offence to the Visitors as well as to the Governors, and also; 
to enter it in liis Report Bpok ; but the order for final expulsion shall rest; 
with the Governors only, whose decision shall be final. 

5. • ■ 

Any Almsperson who shall be found or justifiably suspected to live incon- 
tinently or disreputably, or shall marry, or shall become possessed of any 
property, sufficient in the Governors' judgment for his or her maintenance, 
shall, under the order of the Governors, be subject to the immediate loss of 
his or her pension or allowance, and to absolute displacement from the Alms- 
house ; and it shall be the duty of the Lecturer, as soon as any such circum- 
stance shall come to his knowledge or suspicion, forthwith to report the same 
to the Visitors, and the Visitors shall with all reasonable speed investigate the 
case and report their opinion thereupon to the Governors ; and in cases 
requiring immediate interference, the Visitors or any three of them, after 
i^ch investigation, are empowered forthwith to suspend such Almsperson 
from the Almshouse, and stop the payment of his or her pension or allowance, 
until the decision of the Governors on the case, which shall be final, shall be 
known. 

THE LECTURER. 

6. 
Every person to be appointed to the office of Lecturer shall be of 
approved good character, piety, and ability, and shall have taken the degree 
of Bachelor or Doctor of Divinity or Laws, or Bachelor or Master of Arts, in 
one of the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge, and shall be in Priest's 
Orders. 

7. 
It shall be the duty of the Lecturer to read the Church Service and 
preach a Sermon twice on every Sunday, Good Friday, and Christmas Day, 
and once on every Ash Wednesday and Ascension Day, to the Almspeople, in 
the Church if permission for that purpose can be obtained, but if not, then in 
the Schoolroom ; and also administer the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper to 
them four times at least in the year, and at such other times as shall be 
reasonably required, and also upon all fitting occasions to afford them 
religious consolation and advice. To visit the Almspeople weekly, and keep 
a Report Book, and therein regularly enter the date of his visits and his 
remarks upon their health, wants, conduct, and cleanliness, and all applica- 
tions (whether granted or not) which may be made by the Almspeople for 
relaxation of these Statutes or for permission to do anything for which such 
permission is hereby required ; to lay such book before the Visitors at their 
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<tiiarterly and other Meetings, which shall be regularly forwarded by tllttii 
to the Governors after the Quarterly Meetings, with any remarks which they 
may deem it requisite to make thereon ; and to personally attend the Vintan* 
Meetings for the purpose of giving all requisite explanations. 

8. 
It shall also be the duty of tlie Lecturer to examine the Scholars in the 
School half yearly at Lady Day and Michaelmas, and to exercise a generic 
superintendence over the whole School and to report thereon to the Visitoito 
4Lnd Governors; and also to report to the Governors all irregularities in the 
conduct of any person belonging to the Establishment at Monmouth. 

9. 

The Lecturer shall have, in addition to his stipend, the occupation, rent 
free, of the Lecturer's house and garden, and he shall at his own charges 
repair, maintain, and keep the same in tenantable repair, in the following* 
particulars — videlicet; in glazing, tiling, and slating the same and the 
copings and upper courses of the wall ; keep the premises wind and water 
tight, and do such repairs as a tenant from year to year who had agreed to 
keep premises in tenantable repair would be bound to do. 

10. 
The Lecturer shall give such security as the Governors may require for 
^oing such repairs, and also for giving up the Iiouse and premises to the 
•dovemors upon his ceasing to be Lecturer. 

n. 

The Lecturer shall not absent himself from his duties, nor take any other 
charge, employment or living which the Governors may consider likely to 
interfere with liis duties. In case of tlie Lecturer not duly performing his 
duties, or of immoral conduct, of which the Governors shall be sole judges, 
the Governors may remove him ; and thereupon, and also in case of his death 
•or resignation, appoint another Lecturer in his place. 

THE SCHOOL. 

12. 
The School shall be free for one hundred Boys, to be elected by the Visitors 
>at their Quarterly Meetings, from applicants born, or whose Parents or 
Guardians are resident in the Town or Borough of Monmouth, or in the 
County of Monmouth, or in one of the Counties of Hereford or Gloucester; 
preference being given, between candidates in other respects equally eligible, 
to those born, or whose Parents or Guardians shall reside in the said town or 
borough. 

13. 
No Boy shall be admitted into the School who has not had the small pox 
-or been vaccinated, or who is not perfectly free from any contagious or iofec* 
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tiouB disorder, or who is unable to read and write, or who is under eight or 
above fourteen years of age; and no Boy shall continue in the School after 
4tttaining the age of eighteen years. 

14. 
Applicants for admission shall obtain from the Head Master printed 
instructions for the purpose, at least ten days before the then next Quarterly 
Meeting of the Visitors. It shall be the Head Master's duty to point out and 
require the production of what he shall consider sufficient evidence of tlie 
■date and place of the Boy's birth, of his Parents' or Guardian's residence, 
and other information required, and also to make enquiries into the character 
of the Parents or Guardians and Boys applying, and. to report the result to 
the Visitors at their Quarterly Meetings ; to prepare a list of the candidates, 
classed according to the above rule of preference, and specifying the date and 
place of the Boy's birth and Parents' or Guardian's residence, and to certify 
■at the foot of such list whether or not the candidates are, in his opinion, in 
all respects qualified for admission ; and, in cases of doubt, to state the par- 
ticulars to the Visitors, and to transmit a duplicate of such list and certificate 
CO the Governors immediately after every election. 

15. 

At the time of admission, one of the Parents or the Guardian of the Boy 

admitted shall sign, in a book to be kept for that purpose, an undertaking 

that the child shall conform himself to all the School Regulations ; and 

a printed copy of the Rules applicable to the Boys and to the Parents shall be 

^iven to each party at the time of the Boy's admission. 

16. 
The School hours shall be as follows, viz. : — from 25th of March to the 
26th of September, both days inclusive, from half past seven o'clock in the 
morning to nine, from ten to twelve at noon, and from two to five in the 
afternoon ; and between the 25th of September and the 25th of March, from 
nine to twelve at noon, and from two until half past four in the afternoon. 

17. 
The Boys shall come to the School cleanly washed and combed, and 
•decently and properly clothed. 

18. 
The Boys shall have the use and enjoyment of the School playground in 
the interval of School hours, and the same shall be open from eight o'clock in 
the morning till eight o'clock in the evening in the Summer, and from eight 
o'clock in the morning till four in the afternoon in the Winter. 

19. 
A correct List or Muster Roll of the Boys shall be kept and regularly 
<»Iled over at the commencement of every School sitting by one of the 
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Masters ; the names of the Boys then absent shall be distinctly shown or 
recorded thereon in such manner as the Head Master may direct, and the roll 
be regularly laid before him before the business of the School commences. It 
•hall also be at all times open to the inspection of the Lecturer; and regularly 
laid before the Visitors, at their Meetings, by the Master. 

20. 

Each morning, at the opening of the Schools, Prayers selected from the 
Liturgy of the Church of England, the Collect for the day, and a chapter (or 
a portion of one) of the Bible, shall be read by one of the Masters ; and 
before closing the Schools in the afternoon, a chapter out of the Bible shall 
be read by one of the Scholars, and a short Prayer from the Liturgy by one 
of the Masters. 

21. 

The Scholars shall be instructed in the Liturgy and the religious prin*. 
ciples of the Church of England ; and they shall attend Church, accompanied 
by one of the Masters, twice every Sabbath Day, and on Christmas Day, 
Good Friday, Ash Wednesday, Ascension Day, and all general Past or 
Thanksgiving Days appointed by Proclamation, the Master always sitting 
with them; but no Scholar shall be compelled to receive such religious 
instruction, or to attend Church, if his Parents or Guardian shall object 
thereto in writing. 

*^ 

Monday and Tuesday in Easter Week, and Whit Monday, are to be 
holidays, and the afternoons of Wednesday and Saturday in every week half 
holidays ; but no other holiday or half holiday shall be allowed. The Vaca- 
tions are to commence three days before and terminate four weeks after 
Christmas and Midsummer Days respectively, unless such four weeks shall 
end on a Saturday or Sunday, and then on the Monday following. 

23. 

If any Scholar shall be, in the judgement of the Head Master, insubor* 
dinate, or grossly misconduct himself, or shall absent himself from School 
without leave or cause satisfactory to the Master, or shall in the opinion of 
the Head Master be found, after diligent pains and sufficient trial, not to 
profit in learning, or shall prove so corrupt in principles or manner that his 
example is or may become pernicious, the Master shall have power to 
suspend such Boy until the next Meeting of the Visitors, who shall then have 
power to expel him, and whose judgment as to his having incurred the 
penalty of expulsion, shall be final. 

24. 

Public examinations of the Scholars shall be held half yearly at or about 
Midsummer and Christmas, before the Visitors, by an Examiner (who shall 
be a Master of Arts of one of the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge) 
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appointed for the purpose, and who shall report to the Governors, and to the 
Visitors as to such Examinations and as to the state of the School generally. 
At each of these Examinations. Honorary Rewards may be conferred by the 
Visitors on such Boys as they may think most deserving thereof. The 
Scholars are also to be examined half yearly, at or about Lady Day and 
Michaelmas, by the Lecturer, who shall make to the Governors and Visitors 
reports of such Examinations. 

25. 
Such Boys as are approved by the Head Master shall have the free use of 
the Library, which shall be opened at such hours daily as he shall appoint. 
He is to take care that all the Library Books are kept clean and carefully 
preserved, and that no book be lent out or removed from the Library on any 
pretence whatsoever; he shall also once a quarter examine the Catalogue of 
Books, and report to the Visitors any books that may be missing from the 
Library. Donations of books to the School Library may be received, subject 
to the approbation of the Visitors. 

26. 
A Register shall be kept by the Head Master of the names and ages of 
the Boys, the date of their admission and discharge or departure from the 
School, and the cause of such discharge or departure, with the name, resi- 
dence, profession or trade, of the Parents or Guardians, with a column for 
remarks by the Visitors or Masters ; and a copy of each quarter's entries (to 
be made by the Writing Master, under the Head Master's direction) shall be 
regularly sent by the Head Master to the Governors. 

27. 

The School shall be divided into the Upper or Classical School, and the 
Lower or Commercial School. 

28. 
In the Classical School the subjects to be taught, in addition to the 
religious instruction to be given under the 21st Clause, which comprise the 
Greek and Latin Classics and Composition, History, English Composition,. 
Natural Philosophy; Geography; Common and Physical; Writing, Arith- 
metic, Book-keeping and Drawing, and such other subjects, including the 
French and German Languages, as may be thought advantageous by the 
Head Master, the Visitors, and the Governors. The instruction in this School 
shall be given by the Head Master, assisted by the Third Master. 

29. 
In the Lower or Commercial School, in addition to the religious instruc- 
tion to be given under the 21st Clause, instruction shall be given in English 
Grammar and Composition, History ; Geography, Common and Physical ; the 
Elements of Physical Science, Mathematics, Artithmetic, Book-keepings 
Writing, Drawing, and the rudiments of Latin to those Scholars whose 

A^ 
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Parents may require it, with such other subjects as may be approved by the 
Head Master, the Visitors, and the Governors, subject to the general superin- 
tendence of the Head Master. The instruction in this School will be given 
by the Second and Third Masters. Writing, Arithmetic, and Book-keeping 
are to be taught by the Writing Master to the whole of the Scholars in both 
Schools. 

30. 
The present and future Scholars shall be admitted into either School as 
their Parents may desire. 

THE EXHIBITIONS. 

31. 
The Exhibitions shall be open only to Scholars, at the time of election 
actually in the School, and who shall have been admitted according to the 
preceding regulations, and shall have been bond fide in the School for at least 
three consecutive years immediately preceding the election (occasions of 
temporary absence which the Visitors shall have allowed, excepted). 

32. 
Upon a vacancy occurring and being duly notified to the Visitors by the 
Head Master, they shall with all reasonable speed make such arrangements as 
they may consider advisable for making it known in the School, and for fix- 
ing and conducting the examination. The election shall take place at one of 
the regular Half Yearly Meetings in the month of June or December, after 
the Public Examination. The Visitors shall choose such candidate or (if 
there shall be more than one vacancy), such candidates as they, with the 
assistance of the Examiner, may deem most deserving, and forthwith report 
the name, age, and period of education in the School of such candidate or 
candidates to the Governors, for their confirmation, and at the same time 
transmit them an accurate list of the candidates admitted to the examination, 
with the like particulars as to the respective ages and periods of education 
in the School. The elections are in all cases to be subject to confirmation by 
the Governors. 

33. 

The payment of the Exhibitions will commence from the date of the 
Scholar's actual residence at College. The period of holding them is in no 
case to exceed four years from the time of the Scholar entering College. 
They will cease upon his taking his Degree of Bachelor of Arts, and may at 
any time be suspended or entirely withdrawn, in case of the misbehaviour of 
the holder at College, or for any other cause which the Governors in their 
absolute discretion shall deem sufficient. 
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THE EXAMINER. 

34. 
The Examiner shall he a Master of Arts of one of the Universities of 
Oxford or Camhridge, appointed for that purpose from time to time by the 
Governors. It shall be the duty of the Examiner to examine the Scholars 
half yearly at Midsummer and Christmas, and to make a detailed written 
Eeport thereof, and of their proficiency, to the Visitors and the Governors. 

THE MASTERS. 
35. 
There shall be a Head Master, Second and Third Masters, and a Writing 
Master, all of whom shall be elected to their ojffices by the Governors when- 
ever vacancies occur. 

36. 

All the Masters shall be elected on probation only, and shall remain upon 

trial in the School for six calendar months, at the expiration of which period 

the Visitors or the major part of them, for the time being, shall report to the 

Governors their opinion of the character and abilities of the Master so 

elected, and the Governors shall thereupon either confirm or annul such 

election at their discretion. 

37. 

None of the Masters shall on any pretence be allowed to take Boarders or 

Pay Boys, or any fee or gratuity, either annually or otherwise, from the 

Parents or the Scholars. 

38. 

The Head and Second Masters shall, in addition to their stipends, be 
entitled to the occupation, rent free, of the dwelling-houses and buildings 
now appropriated to the present Head and Second Masters respectively ; and 
shall, at their own charges, repair the dwelling-houses and buildings appro- 
priated to them respectively, as specified in the Section relating to the 
Lecturer, and shall give such security as the Governors may require for so 
•doing and for the delivering up the premises on ceasing to hold oflBice. 

39. 
The Head and Second Masters shall at all times be resident, and they, as 
well as all other Masters, shall be constantly attendant upon their duties ; 
and if either of them shall be absent, except during the Holidays, or unless 
the cause of absence shall be sanctioned by the Visitors or Governors of the 
School, then the Governors may, at their pleasure, remove and displace him, 
■and appoint another Master in his place; and on no occasion shall two 
Masters be absent at the same time ; and if either of the Masters shall in the 
opinion of the Governors be incompetent, insufficient, or otherwise unfit for 
his duties, or of immoral life or conversation, or negligent in the exercises of 
religion, or shall, without the Governors* permission, take any other charge 
or be preferred to any other employment or living, or shall break or infringe 
any of these Statutes— of all which matters the Governors shall be the sole 
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judges — ^then the Governors may remove and displace the Master so offending, 
and appoint another in his stead. 

THE VISITORS. 
40. 
The Governors shall appoint twelve gentlemen, residinc^ within twenty- 
flve miles of the School-house, to be Visitors of the School, and shall appoint 
one of such Visitors to be Chairman, and shall, from time to time, fill up any 
vacancies in the number which shall arise from death or resignation, or from 
ceasing to reside within the specified distance. It shall be the duty of the 
Visitors to visit the School four times a year for general business : but the 
Chairman or any Three Visitors may call a Special Meeting when occasion 
may require. 

The Visitors shall report to the Governors quarterly, or oftener if they 

shall think proper, the state of the School, the proficiency of the Scholars, 

and the efficient discharge of their duties by the Masters and Lecturer. The 

Visitors shall be at liberty, if any doubt arise on these Regulations, to explain 

the same. 

42. 

The absence of any Visitor from the Meetings for twelve months shall be 

considered a resignation of his appointment, and the Governors may proceed 

to appoint another. Nevertheless the same gentleman may be re-appointed 

on the recommendation of the Visitors, who shall notify each case of vacancy 

to the Governors. 

APPENDIX XVII. 

NEW SCHEME FOR WILLIAM JONES'S SCHOOLS AND 

ALMSHOUSES. 

June 26, 1868. 
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CHARITY COMMISSION. 



In the Matter of the Charity called Thb Almshouse and Fbbb 
Gbammab School op Willla.m Jones, at Monmouth, in 
THE County of Monmouth. 

The Board of Charity Commissioners for England and Wales having con- 
sidered an application in writing made to them on the Tenth day of June, 
One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty Seven, in the matter of the above- 
mentioned Charity, under the Common Seal of the Master and Four Wardens 
of the Fraternity of the Art or Mystery of Haberdashers, in the City of London, 
being the Governors or Trustees of the said Charity : And it appearing to the said 
Board that the gross annual income of the said Charity exceeds Fifty Pounds : 
And that it is desirable that a new Scheme should be established for the 
future regulation of the said Charity in manner hereinafter mentioned : And 
upon Notice of the intention of the said Board to make an Order for that 
purpose having been given according to the direction of the said Board, by 
advertisement in The Monmouth Beacon newspaper, on the Twenty-ninth 
day of February, and the Seventh day of March, One thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-eight, and by the affixing of the same to the principal outer door of 
the Borough Court of Monmouth, on the Twenty-fifth day of February, One 
thousand eight hundred and sixtj'-eight being more than one calendar month 
previously to the date hereof ; and no notice of any sufficient objection to the 
said proposed Order having been received by the said Board, Do hereby 
Obdkr, that the Scheme set forth in the Schedule hereto, be approved and 
-established as the Scheme for the future regulation of the said Charity. 



THE SCHEDULE ABOVE REFERRED TO. 



SCHEME 

FOR THE 

REGULATION AND MANAGEMENT 

OF THE 

ABOVE-MENTIONED CHARITY. 



GOVERNORS. 

1. 
The Haberdashers' Company, in the City of London, and their successors 
^hereinafter called " The Governors '*), shall be the Trustees or Governors of 
the Charity, subject to and in conformity with the provisions of this Scheme. 
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CLERK AND SURVEYOR. 
<> 

AM 

The Governors may appoint and employ a Clerk and Surveyor to the 
Charity, at reasonable annual salaries to be fixed by them, and to be paid out 
of the income of the Charity, and may prescribe the duties to be performed 
by such Clerk and Surveyor respectively. 

BUILDINGS. 

3. 

All rates and taxes chargeable upon the Almshouse, School buildings, and 
Chapel, and the Lecturer's and Master's residences, shall be paid by th& 
€k)vemors out of the income of the Endowment; and the same premises^ 
together with all other houses and buildings belonging to the Charity which 
the lessees or tenants shall not be bound to insure and repair, shall be insured 
against fire and maintained and kept in substantial repair by the Grovemors ; 
and the cost of such insurance and repairs, and the proper expenses attend- 
ing the management and administration of the Charity and its property, 
shall be defrayed by the Governors, in the first instance, out of the income. 

VISITORS. 

4. 
There shall be a body of Visitors who shall have the local superinten- 
dence and direction of the affairs of the Charity, subject to and in conformity 
with the provisions of this Scheme. The full number of Visitors shall be- 
twelve. The Vicar of Monmouth and his successors for the time being shall 
be a Visitor ex-officio, and shall be entitled to act in that capacity during his 
tenure of the Vicarage, upon his signing a memorandum, to be entered in the 
minute book of the Visitors, signifying his wish to accept the office of 
Visitor. The other eleven Visitors shall be fit and competent persons, two 
being resident in the Borough of Monmouth, and the remaining nine within 
the distance of twenty-five miles from the school-bouse in Monmouth 
belonging to the Charity, measured in a straight line upon the Ordnance 
Map, and shall be nominated and appointed from time to time by "The 
Governors," The present Visitors shall continue to hold the office, subject 
to the provisions of this Scheme. 

5. 
If any Visitor (other than the Vicar of Monmouth) shall become bankrupt 
or incapacitated to act, or shall cease to be resident as aforesaid, or shall not 
attend any meeting of the Visitors during a consecutive period of two years, 
a memorandum or minute to that effect shall in any of such cases be entered in 
the Minute Book of the Visitors, in pursuance of a resolution of their body, 
and signed by their Chairman, and such Visitor shall thereupon immediately 
vacate and cease to hold his office ; and thereupon, or upon the death or 
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resignation of any Visitor, a new Visitor, qualified as aforesaid, shall be 
appointed, by a resolution of the Governors, as soon as conveniently may be 
after the occurrence of such vacancy. 

6. 

The Visitors shall hold meetings in a room to be provided and appropri- 
ated tor that purpose in the buildings belonging to the Charity, or in some 
other convenient place in Monmouth, as often as may be found necessary, and 
at least four times in each year, upon some convenient day to be appointed 
by them from time to time, in the months of March, June, September, and 
December respectively. One of the Visitors, to be appointed by the Govern- 
ors as soon as conveniently may be after the establishment of this Scheme, 
shall be the Chairman, and when present shall preside at every meeting of 
the Visitors. In the absence of the regular Chairman from any meeting, one 
of the Visitors, to be elected by those present, shall act as the Chairman at 
such meeting; and in the event of the death, resignation or incapacity of the 
first or any subsequent Chairman, or upon his ceasing to be a Visitor, another 
Chairman shall be appointed in like manner, by the Governors. Four Visitors 
shall form a quorum at any meeting. Any two Visitors, or their Secretary, 
at their request, may summon a special meeting, giving ten days' previous 
notice in writing to each of the other Visitors, and specifying in such notice 
the object of such meeting. 

All matters and questions shall be determined by the majority of the 
Visitors present at any meeting : and in case of equality of votes, the Chairman 
shall have a double or casting vote. 

The Visitors shall cause proper minutes of their proceedings to be pre- 
pared and kept in suitable books to be provided for the purpose. They shall 
send an authenticated copy thereof half-yearly to the Governors. 

7. 
The Visitors shall be at liberty, from time to time, to appoint a Secretary 
for their assistance in the performance of their duties, at a yearly salary, to 
be fixed by them with the approval of the Governors. The Secretary's salary 
and all other reasonable and proper charges and expenses of the Visitors 
incidental to the discharge of their duties, shall be paid by the Governors out 
of the income of the Charity. The Lecturer may, if the Visitors so think fit, 
be appointed to the oflSce of Secretary. The Secretary may be removed at 
any time by the Visitors ; who may also fix and prescribe, from time to time, 
the duties to be performed by him. 

THE ALMSHOUSES. 

8. 
The'Almshouse buildings belonging to the Charity shall be appropriated 
and used for the occupation of twenty alms-people, ten of whom shall be men 
and ten women, being respectively poor single persons of good character, 
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widowers or widnws, or never having been married, who shall have resided 
in the town or borough of Monmouth, without having received any parochial 
relief during the period of not less than two years next preceeding the time 
of their appointment, and who from age, ill health, accident, or infirmity, shall 
be unable to maintain themselves by their own exertions, with a preference for 
those persons who, being otherwise qualified as aforesaid, shall have become 
reduced by misfortune from better circumstances. For want of a sufficient 
nimiber of duly qualified candidates resident in the town or borough of 
Monmouth, residents (having the like qualifications) in the county of Mon- 
mouth, shall be eligible for appointment. 

9. 
There shall be paid to each alms-person out of the income of the Charity 
such a weekly sum, being not less than 8s., and not more than 12s., as shall be 
fixed and determined from time to time bj'^ the Governors ; and each alms- 
person, in addition to such weekly stipend, shall be provided by the 
Governors with two tons of coal annually, and with a cloth cloak and 
escutcheon or badge (such as has been heretofore worn) at Christmas in every 
alternate year. The cloak of each alms-person, with the escutcheon or badge 
worn thereon, shall however remain the property of the Governors, and 
shall be delivered to the successor of such almsperson upon his or her 

appointment. 

10. 

Within the period of three calendar months from the occurrence of every 

vacancy in the Almshouses, the Visitors shall elect a duly qualified person to 

fill such vacancy, at a special meeting to be held for the purpose ; and shall 

cause every such election to be forthwith notified to the Governors for 

approval and confirmation, without which the same shall not be complete. In 

default of such election being so made and notified by the Visitors to the 

Governors before the expiration of three calendar months after the occurrence 

of a vacancy in the Almshouses, the appointment shall, for that occasion, be 

made by the Governors. 

11. 

No election shall be made by the Visitors to fill a vacancy in the Alms- 
houses until a notice of such vacancy, specifying the qualification required 
from candidates, shall have been affixed to or near the principal outer door or 
entrance-gate of the Chapel, and of the Parish Church of Monmouth respec- 
tively, for the period of fifteen days at the least, which notice shall be given 
in every case before the expiration of one calendar month from the occurrence 

of the vacancy. 

12. 

A book shall be provided and kept under the direction of the Visitors, in 

which shall be entered the names, ages, and descriptions of all persons 

appointed to the Almshouses, together with the dates of their respective 

appointments, and the date and occasion of every vacancy. 
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13. 

Application for admission to the Almshouse, shall be made to the Visitors 
or to their Secretary, in writing; and every applicant must be prepared 
with sufficient testimonials and other evidence of his or her qualification for 
the appointment. 

14. 

The Visitors may, if they so think fit, provide a nurse or nurses for the 
«,lms-people or any of them, in case of illness or infirmity, and they may also 
iippoint a Medical Officer to attend upon the almspeople and to supply them 
with medicines and such medical appliances as may be necessary, at a yearly 
salary not exceeding £30 ; such salary to include the cost of such medicines 
and appliances, and such salary and the remuneration to be assigned by the 
Visitors to any nurses shall be provided and paid by the Governors out of the 
income of the Charity. In case of emergency, the appointment of a nurse 
may be made temporarily by the Lecturer until a Meeting of the Visitors 
shall be held, at which such appointment may be confirmed or otherwise. 

15. 
No alms-person shall be absent from the Almshouse for a period exceeding 
:!24 hours, without the consent in writing of the Lecturer, or of some one of 
tJie Visitors, but in special cases such consent may for any sufficient reason 
be given retrospectively after the absence lias occurred. 

16. 

The alms-people shall attend Divine Service together in the Chapel of the 
•establishment, once at least on every Sunday, and on every Good Friday and 
■Christmas Day, unless prevented by illness or infirmity, or some other 
•sufficient cause, to be ai)proved by the Lecturer. 

17. 
If any alms-person shall be guilty of insobriety, insubordination, breach 
of rules, or immoral or unbecoming conduct, or shall in the opinion of the 
Visitors, from any cause, become disqualified from retaining his or her 
appointment, or if in any case it should appear that any alms-person has been 
appointed without having the required qualifications, the Visitors, upon proof 
thereof to their satisfaction, may remove such alms-person and take posses- 
-sion of the house or tenement occupied by him or her, and may proceed to 
■elect another alms-person in his or her place ; or in any such case (except 
chat of disqualification) the Visitors may, if they so think fit, direct that the 
payment of the stipend of such alms-person shall be suspended, either wholly 
or in part, during such time as they shall think fit and expedient. 

18 
No alms-person shall be permitted to let or pait with the possession of 
the room or rooms allotted to him or her, or to suffer any stranger to occupy 
the same, or any part thereof. 
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THE LECTURER. 

19. 
There shall be a Lecturer for the purposes of the Charity, who shall be 
appointed as often as there may be occasion by the Governors, and who shall 
be a graduate of Oxford or Cambridge, and a Clergyman in priest's orders of 
the established Church. 

20. 
Every future Lecturer, previous to entering into office, shall be required 
to sign a declaration to be entered in the Minute Book of the Visitors in the- 
following terms, viz. : — 

"I, A. B., declare that I will always discharge to the best of my 
** abilities the duties of Lecturer of Jones's Monmouth Charity, and that 
" in case I am removed by the Governors I will thereupon relinquish all 
"claim to the office and its future emolument, and will deliver up- 
** possession of the Chapel and of the Official Residence to the Governors 
** as they shall direct ; and also that it shall be lawful for them to take 
possession of the Chapel and my Official Residence, and of all property 
of the Charity held by me, without ejectment or process of law.*' 

21. 

The duty of the Lecturer shall be to perform Divine Service in the Chapel 
of the establishment twice on Sunday, Good Friday, and Christmas Day, and 
once at least on every Ash Wednesday and Ascension Day, and to administer 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper in the Chapel to the alms-people and 
others, six times at least in each year ; to afford religious consolation to the 
almspeople upon all fitting occasions ; to visit and inspect the rooms and 
domestic arrangements of the almspeople weekly, or at such intervals or 
times as may be directed by the Visitors ; and to report in writing to the 
Visitors all matters connected with the Almshouses or alms-people which 
may require correction or notice, which Report shall be entered upon their 
Minutes. 

22 

A yearly stipend of £200 shall be paid to the Lecturer by equal half- 
yearly payments out of the income of the Charity, and he shall also have the 
use and enjoyment, rent free, of the Official residence to be provided for him 
by the Governors, which shall be maintained in substantial repair at the cost 
of the Charity. The Lecturer shall continually reside in and occupy his 
official residence, and shall not let or permit any other person, not being a 
member of his own family, to reside in or occupy the same or any part 
thereof, and he shall not accept or hold any other office or appointment (ex- 
cept that of Secretary to the Visitors), or absent himself from his residence 
for more than six weeks continuously or incontinuously during any one yesr^ 
except with the express permission of the Governors. 
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23. 

The Lecturer may be removed at any time from his office by the Govern- 
ors, either upon representation made to them by the Visitors or otherwise, for 
neglect or breach of duty, legal incapacity or unbecoming conduct, or 
any other sufficient cause, of which the Governors shall be the sole and 
final Judges. 

THE SCHOOLS. 

24. 
The School belonging to the Charity shall be separated into two branches 
or divisions consisting of " The Upper or Classical School," and ** The Lower 
or Commercial School." 

25. 
There shall be a Head Master, who, subject to the superior authority of 
the Governors and Visitors, shall have the general superintendence and* 
control of both branches of the School and the Masters and Teachers thereof, 
and shall be responsible for the conduct of the entire School. 

26. 
There shall be a " Lower Master," who shall have the immediate conduct 
of the Lower or Commercial School, subject to the superintendence of the 
Head Master, and to the authority of the Governors and Visitors. 

27. 
The "Head Master " and the *' Lower Master" shall be members of the 
Church of England, and competent to discharge the duties required of them 
respectively by this Scheme. The Head Master shall be a graduate of one of 
the English Universities, or of the University of Dublin. The Lower Master 
shall either be such a graduate, or shall hold a certificate of competency from 
the Committee of Council of Education. 

28. 
Every future Head Master and Lower Master, previously to entering into 
office, shall be required to sign a declaration to be entered in the Minute Book 
of the Visitors, in the following terms : — 

" I, A. B., declare that I will always discharge to the best of my 
" ability the duties of Head Master (or Lower Master) of Jones's endowed 
" School at Monmouth, and that in case I shall be removed by the Gov- 
" emors, 1 will thereupon relinquish all claim to the Office and its future 
" emolument, and will deliver up possession of the School and Official 
"residence (if any) to the Governors as they shall direct; and also that it 
" shall be lawful for them, if occasion shall be, to take possession of the 
" School building and my Official residence (if any), and of all property^ 
" of the Charity held by me, without ejectment or process of law." 



304 The Charities of William Janes. 

29. 

The appointment of the Head 3l&«ter and the Lower Master respectiTely 
fthall re«t with the Goremors, who, in every case, shaU give reasonable pnUie 
notice by adrertiflement in the local and University newspapers, or by oth^ 
sofficient means, before making the appointment, inviting all persons who 
may wish to be Candidates to apply and send testimonials of their qualifica- 
tion. The Head Master and Lower Master respectively shall be removed by 
the Governors, upon any representation addressed to them by the Visitors, in 
pursuance of a re»>luti«!>n adopted at a meeting of the Visitors by not less 
than two-thirds of the entire number of Visitors for the time being, stating 
that in the judgment of the Visitors the removal of such Master has become 
necessary or desirable in the interest of the Schools. The Visitors shall, how- 
ever, in every such case, cause a copy of such resolution, authenticated 
by the signature of their Secretary or of the Chairman of the meeting, to be 
delivered or sent to the Master affected thereby ; and no Master shall be re- 
moved under the aforesaid provisions (except tor some specific misconduct 
inquire^l into and established to the satisfaction of the Visitors}, until after 
the expiration of six calendar months after the delivery or transmission to 
him of the said copy of the said resolution. The Governors shall also have 
the power of removing any Master if they shall so think fit, without any 
such representation from the Visitors, for any reasonable cause to be judged 
-of and determined by the Governors. 

30. 

The Head Master and Lower Master respectively shall be required to re- 
side constantly in their respective Official School residences, except during 
the vacations ; and they shall not be at liberty to let or part with the i>osse8- 
sion of their said residences ; and they shall personally instruct the Scholars 
free of any charge, except as hereinafter mentioned ; and shall devote their 
whole time and attention to the duties of their respective Offices (except as 
after mentioned). 

Neitlier the Head Master nor the Lower Master shall be at liberty to hold 
any ecclesiastical benefice with cure of souls, or, except with the permission 
of the Governors, any other Office of emolument during their respective tenure 
of office. 

31. 

The Head Master, with the consent and approval of the Visitors, may, 
from time to time, appoint any Assistant Masters or Teachers, as may be 
found necessary for the conduct of either branch of the School, but the scale 
of salaries to be paid to such Assistant Masters and Teachers respectively out 
of the income of the Charity shall in the first instance be submitted to and 
ai)proved by the Governors. Every such Assistant Master and Teacher 
may be at any time removed by the Head Master, with the consent of 
the Visitors. 
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32. 

So far as the extent of accommodation will admit, and subject to the 
control of the Visitors, and to such regulations as they shall from time to 
time prescribe for testing the proficiency of Candidates for admission in sub- 
jects of primary or elementary knowledge, or for any other purpose, the 
School shall be open, as to each of its branches, for the reception and instruc- 
tion of boys between the ages of 8 and 16 years applying for admission, and 
not suffering from any infectious disorder ; but no boy shall be entitled to 
remain at the School after he shall have completed the age of 18 years, 
without the permission of the Visitors, to be given after consulting the 
Head Master. 

33. 

The Upper or Classical School shall be open to applicants from any part 
of England or Wales, preference being given between Candidates, in other re- 
spects equally eligible, to those bom or whose parents or guardians reside 
within the Town or Borough of Monmouth. 

The Lower or Commercial School shall be open to applicants bom, or 
whose parents or guardians reside, within the Town or Borough of Monmouth, 
or one of the Counties of Monmouth, Hereford, and Gloucester, preference 
being given between Candidates, in other respects equally eligible, to those 
of the said Town or Borough. 

34. 
All applications for admission to either branch of the School shall be 
made to the Head Master, who shall cause a Register to be kept of "such 
applications and also of the Scholars in each branch of the School, specifying 
their respective names and ages and the places of residence and descriptions 
of their Parents, and the dates of their admissions. 

35. 

Any boy guilty of insubordination or other misconduct, whether in or out 
of school hours, may be suspended by the Head Master, but every such 
suspension shall be forthwith reported by the Head Master, together with a 
statement or explanation of the circumstances attending the same, to the 
Visitors, who may thereupon expel or continue the suspension of such 
Scholar, or direct the same to be discontinued. 

36. 

The subjects to be taught in the Upper or Classical School shall comprise 
the Greek and Latin languages, mathematics, algebra, arithmetic, practical 
geometry and surveying, English grammar and literature, history, geography, 
and writing, the French and German languages, and drawing. 

The subjects to be taught in the Lower or Commercial School shall com- 
prise reading, writing, spelling, English grammar, arithmetic, elementary 
mathematice, book-keeping, land mensuration, drawing, general history and 
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geography, French, and the elements of Latin ; and in both Schools the Ele- 
ments of Natural Philosophy and the Physical Sciences. Instruction may 
also be given in each branch of the School in such other subjects as the 
Visitors, after due consultation with the Head Master shall or may from time 
to time determine and direct. In addition to the foregoing subjects, religious 
instruction shall likewise be given to the Scholars in each branch of the 
- School, according to the principles and doctrines of the Church of England ; 
. and they shall be required to attend Divine Service in the chapel attached to 
the Schools, accompanied by the Masters, regularly on Sundays, and on such 
other days as the Visitors may direct or approve, except such of them as shall 
reside in another parish than Monmouth, who may be allowed by the Head 
Master to attend their parish Church with their parents or friends. But no 
Scholar shall be compelled to receive instruction in the i)eculiar doctrines or 
principles of the Church of England, or to attend Divine Service in the Chapel, 
whose Parents or next friends shall declare in writing that they entertain 
conscientious objections thereto. 

Every boy admitted to the School after the establishment of this Scheme 
(including those boarding with the Masters) shaU be required to pay capitation 
fees, to be fixed from time to time by the Visitors, according to the following 
scale, namely — 

In the Upper or Classical School, a sum of not less than 258., or more 
than 403. per quarter. 

In the Lower or Commercial School, a sum of not less than 5s. or more 
than 203. per quarter. ( i ) 

The Visitors sball, however, be at liberty to remit the same capitation 
payments, eitlier wholly or in part, in special cases, upon the ground of the 
poverty of any boy or his Parents, or as a reward for merit, or for any other 
sufficient cause ; but the Governors shall cause the amounts payable to the 
Head and Lower Masters out of any fees so to be remitted, to be made good 
to such Master out of the income of the Endowment. 

38. 

The capitation fees shall be paid in advance quarterly by each Scholar or 
his Parents or friends, as the Visitors shall direct ; and the Visitors shall cause 
an exact account to be kept of the same payments ; distinguishing those re- 
ceived from the Scholars in each branch of the School, and they shall cause 
one-half of the amount of all such capitation payments received from Scholars 
in the Upper School to be paid to the Head Mastsr, and one-half of all such 
payments received from Scholars in the Lower School to be paid to the Lower 
Master, in augmentation of their respective salaries, and the remainder of 
such payments shall be appropriated as part of the general income of the 
Charity. 

(1). Under this Rule the capitation fee of the Upper School was fixed at 30s., of the Lower at 
lOs. per quarter. 
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39. 

The Head Master and Lower Master, and the Assistant Masters and 
Teachers, may, with the approval of the Visitors, and subject to such regula- 
tions as may be prescribed by them, receive boys in their respective residences 
as boarders, who may be placed for instruction in either branch of the School 
in common with the other boys in all respects. 

Arrangements may also be made by the Head and Lower Masters 
respectively, or by any Assistant Master or Teacher, subject to the approval 
of the Visitors, for receiving boys attending the School as day boarders. 

40. 
Subject to the control and regulation of the Visitors, and with their 
license, which may be at any time suspended or revoked by them, houses may 
«,lso be established and opened in Monmouth, or the immediate vicinity, in 
which boys attending either branch of the School may be placed and received 
as boarders upon such terms as shall be sanctioned or approved by the 
Visitors. Provided that every such boarding house shall be open to the 
visitation and inspection, at all reasonable times, of every Visitor, and of the 
Head Master of the School. Every boy attending the School who shall not 
reside with his Parents or persons standing in loco parentis, or who shall not 
be a boarder in the residence of the Head or Lower Master, or one of the 
Assistant Masters or Teachers, shall be placed in a boarding house to be 
licensed as aforesaid, and shall not be at liberty to reside elsewhere. 

41. 

The Governors shall cause the following annual salaries and sums to be 
paid to the Head Master and the Lower Master respectively, by equal half- 
yearly payments, out of the income of the Charity, viz. : — 

To the Head Master a fixed annual salary of £200, and a further half- 
j^early sum of £2 10s. for every boy (not being a boarder in his own house) 
exceeding the number of 40, and not exceeding the number of 100, who shall 
have bond fide attended the Upper School for a period of not less than three 
•calendar months during the then preceding half-year ; and, 

To the Lower Master, a fixed annual salaiy of £100, and a further half- 
yearly sum of £1 for every boy (not being a boarder in his own house) exceed- 
ing the number of 50, and not exceeding the number of 100, who shall have 
bond fide attended the Lower School for a like period. 

The salaries paid to the Head and Lower Masters before the establishment 

of this Scheme shall, however, continue to be paid to them for three years 

afterwards, in lieu of the above-name fixed annual salaries of £200 and £100 

respectively. 

42. 

The periods and length of the vacations shall be determined and fixed 

from time to time by the Visitors, but the course of instruction, the hours of 
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attendance and occasional holidays, and all other matters of internal arrange- 
ment and discipline shall be under the direction of the Head Master, — subject 
nevertheless to the superior authority and control of the Visitors, in the event 
of their seeing occasion to exercise the same. 

43. 
An annual examination of the Scholars in each branch of the School shall 
take place on some day or days in the months of June or July, to be 
appointed by the Visitors, and communicated by them to the Governors. 
Such examination shall be conducted by some duly qualified person or 
persons, being a graduate or graduates of one of the English Universities, to 
be appointed by the Governors, and to be remunerated out of the income of 
the Charity; and upon the occasion of every such examination suitable prizes 
may be provided, which shall be distributed by the Chairman of the Visitors 
amongst the Scholars who shall be adjudged to be the most deserving thereof, 
according to the report of the Examiner and of the Head Master, who shall 
certify to their respective merits in point of conduct and character. 

EXHIBITIONS. 

44. 
The Governors, whenever the income and other circumstances of the 
School shall in their judgment render it proper and expedient, may establish 
and pay out of the income of the Charity, any number of Exhibitions not ex- 
ceeding four at any one time, and not exceeding the annual amount of £6Q 
each, which, when vacant, shall be open to the competition of all boys in the 
Upper School at the annual examination, and shall be awarded to the boys 
who shall be adjudged by the Examiner and certified by the Head Master to 
be the most deserving candidates, having regard to the result of the said 
examination and to their general character and conduct ; but no boy shall be 
eligible for any such Exhibition who shall not have bond fide attended the 
Upper School for a period of two years at least immediately preceding the 
election. Every Exhibition shall be tenable for four j^ears, or for any less 
period to be determined from time to time by the Governors, after consulta- 
tion with the Visitors, provided that the holder shall continue to be resident 
for the purposes of instruction at one of the English Universities, or at St. 
David's College, Lampeter, or to be a bond fide student of some learned or 
scientific profession, or of the fine arts, with a view to the professional 
practice thereof, and shall continue to conduct himself with propriety, and 
to the satisfaction of the Governors, who shall be at liberty to suspend or 
wholly withdraw the payment of any Exhibition, for any cause which shall in 
their judgment be reasonable and sufficiant. Xo Exhibition shall be awarded 
unless there shall be a Candidate suflSciently qualified, according to the Re- 
port of the Examiner and the Head Master, to receive the same. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS. 

45. 
The Governors may also, if they so think fit, establish and pay four 
Scholarships — two in the Upper School of the annual amount of £16 each, and 
two in the Lower School of the annual amount of £10 each — which, when 
vacant, shall be open to the competition at the annual examination of all 
boys attending the said schools respectively, subject to such regulations as 
to the age and standing in the School of the Candidates as shall be prescribed 
from time to time by the Visitors after consultation with the Head Master, 
for a period of not less than two or more than three years, and shall be 
awarded to the most deserving Candidates accordingly, in the same manner 
as is hereinbefore provided with reference to the Exhibition aforesaid : and 
that every such Scholarship shall be tenable for a period not exceeding three 
years, if the holder shall so long continue at the School, and shall conduct 
himself to the satisfaction of the Head Master, but not otherwise. 

46. 
There may also be eight Foundation Scholars in the Upper School, who 
shall be elected at the annual examination from boys in the Lower School 
offering themselves for such election, who shall be adjudged by the Examiner 
to be deserving thereof: Provided that not more than two such Scholars shall 
be 80 elected at any one time. The Foundation Scholars to be so elected shall 
be admitted to the Upper School, and shall be entitled to receive all instruc- 
tion therein, and to enjoy the other benefits thereof, without being liable to 
any capitation fee or other payment, but the amount of the capitation fee 
which would be otherwise payable to the Head Master under the foregoing 
provisions, for each Scholar, shall be made good to the Head Master by the 
Governors out of the income. 

47. 
The number and amounts of the said Exhibitions and Scholarships, and 
the number of the said Foundation Scholars, may be increased by the Gov- 
ernors, with the approval and sanction of the Charity Commissioners. 

48. 
The Visitors may, from time to time, prescribe such reasonable regula- 
tions as they may consider expedient for the conduct and management of the 
Almshouses and the Inmates and Officers thereof, and also of the School, the 
Scholars, and the Masters ; provided that no such regulation be at variance 
or inconsistent with any of the provisions of this Scheme, and that all such 
regulations be previously submitted to the Governors for approval and con- 
firmation, without which the same shall not be complete or binding* 
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49. 



All books and stationery required for the use of the boys in the School 
shall be provided by or at the expense of their parents or friends ; except 
that the GoTemors may, if they so think fit, cause the costs of such books 
and stationery required for the Foundation Scholars to be paid out of the 
income of the Charity. 

50. 
The GoTemors shall be at liberty to pay out of the income of the Charity 
any ^wnn^l sum not exceeding £10, for the establishment and maintenance 
of a School Library, which shall be under the control and regulation of the 
Head Master. 

51. 
This Scheme shall be printed, and a copy thereof shall be given to every 
Visitor and Master upon his appointment. 



Sealed by order of the Board, this twenty-sirth day of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty eight. 



Seal of 

the Charity 

Commiuionen 

far England 

and WaUf. 



HENRY M. VANE, 

Secbetaby. 
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AT THE COURT AT WINDSOR, 
The gSrd day of February, 1891, 

PRESENT • 

THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 

IN COUNCIL. 



Whereas the Charity Commissioners for England and Wales have, in 
virtue of the powers conferred upon them by " The Endowed Schools Act, 
1869,*' and amending Acts, and of every other power enabling them in that 
behalf, made a Scheme, relating to Monmouth Almshouse and Free Grammar 
School of William Jones : 

And whereas all the conditions in regard to the said Scheme, which are 
required to be fulfilled by the said Acts, have been fulfilled ; Now, thbbb- 
FOBE, Her Majesty, having taken the said Scheme (copy whereof numbered 
957 is herewith annexed) into consideration, is pleased, by and with the 
advice of Her Privy Council, to declare, and doth hereby declare. Her 
approval of the same. 

C. L. PEEL. 



SCHEME ABOVE REFERRED TO. 

957. 



County: MONMOUTH. 

Borough: Monmouth. 

Endowment : Almshouse and Free Grammar School of William Jones. 




CHAKITY COMMISSION. 



In the matter of the Foundation known as the Ai.mshouse and Frbb 
Grammar School of William Jones, in the Borough of 
Monmouth, in the County of Monmouth ; and 

In the Matter of tlie Endowed Schools Act, 1869, and Amending Acts. 
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SCHEME FOB THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
ABOVE-MENTIONED FOUNDATION. 



PART I. 

Gbnebal. 

I. 
This Foundation and its endowment set out or referred to in the Schedule 
hereto shall henceforth be administered under this Scheme, under the name 
of Jones's Almshouse and Grammar School Foundation, hereinafter and in 
the Schedule hereto called the Foundation. 

2. 

Religious opinions or attendance or non-attendance at any particular 
form of religious worship shall not in any way affect the qualification of 
any person for being one of a Governing Body under this scheme. 

3. 

The part of the endowment of the Foundation applicable for purposes 
not educational shall be managed by a Governing Body, being the body 
corporate named the Master and four Wardens of the Fraternity of the Art or 
Mystery of Haberdashers in the City of London, and commonly known as the 
Haberdashers' Company, hereinafter called also the Estates Governors, and, 
except as herein provided, shall be applied in as nearly as may be the manner 
in which the same would have been applicable if this Scheme had not been 
made. Such part shall be the land and buildings hitherto occupied for the 
purposes of the Almshouses, Almspeople, Chapel, and Lecturer of the Founda- 
tion, and a yearly sum of £1,500 out of the income of the Foundation to b© 
applied for the purposes of the same Almshouses, Almspeople, Chapel, and 
Lecturer, subject to the right of the Masters and scholars in the existini; 
School of the Foundation to attend Divine Service in the Chapel of the 
Foundation. All payments for rates, taxes, repairs, and insurance of or in 
respect of the same land and buildings, and all other expenses of management 
attributable to the same lands and buildings, Almspeople, and Lecturer, 
shall be made out of the said yearly sum of £1,500. Subject as aforesaid, 
the endowment shall be applied wholly for the educational purposes of this 

Scheme. 

4. 

Subject as herein provided, the estates and property of the Foundation 

at the date of this Scheme vested in the Estates Governors in trust for the 

Foundation, and so much of the same estates and property as is not hereby 

appropriated wholly to educational purposes shall be managed by them 

according to the general law applicable to the management of property by 

trustees of charitable foundations. 
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The Estates Governors shall, in each case on the application of the other 
Governing Body concerned, raise out of the endowment of the Foundation 
under the directions of the Charity Commissioners for England and Wales the 
capital sum of £3,000, if that sum shall become payable by the Estates Gov- 
ernors to the Governing Body of the Grammar School at Abergavenny as 
hereinafter provided, and all such capital sums of money as may be approved 
by such Commissioners as being proper to be so raised for any other purposes 
of this Scheme. 

6. 
The Estates Governors shall make out and render to the Charity Com- 
missioners such accounts as shall be required by such Commissioners, and 
shall also, on rendering accounts for any year to such Commissioners, exhibit 
for public inspection in some convenient place in Monmouth copies of the 
accounts so rendered for such year, giving due public notice where and when 
the same may be seen, and shall at all reasonable times allow the accounts so 
rendered for any year or years to be inspected, and copies thereof and extracts 
therefrom to be made by all persons applying for the purpose. 

7. 

Any money arising from the sale of timber or from any mines or minerals 
on the estates of the Foundation shall be treated as capital, and shall be 
invested in the name of the Official Trustees of Charitable Funds under the 
direction of the Charity Commissioners, except in any special cases in which 
the Estates Governors may be authorised by such Commissioners to deal 
otherwise with sucli money or any part thereof. 

8. 
Each Governing Body under this Scheme and all other persons capable 
of being bound by this Scheme shall, unless the Charity Commissioners 
otherwise order, do all such acts as may be necessary in order to vest in the 
Official Trustee of Charity Lands all the freehold and leasehold lands and 
hereditaments, and to transfer to the Official Trustees of Charitable Funds 
all the stocks, shares, funds, and securities which may hereafter belong to 
any School of the Foundation. 

9. 
Each Governing Body under this Scheme shall take all proper measures 
for carrying this Scheme into effect as soon as practicable. 

PART II. 

The Schools. 

10. 
The existing School of the Foundation shall be maintained under this 
Scheme in or near the Borough of Monmouth as a Grammar School for boys. 
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It shall be for day scholars and for boarders. The land and buildings hitherto 
occupied for the purposes of this School are hereby appropriated wholly for 
the purposes of this School. There shall further be applicable for the 
purposes of this School and the Scholarships and Exhibitions therein or 
attached thereto such a capital sum of money to be raised out of the endow- 
ment of the Foundation as may be approved by the Charity Commissioners 
being sufficient for providing buildings suitable for the pui-poses of this 
School, and a yearly sum of £2,800 to be paid out of the income of the 
Foundation by the Estates Governors to the Governors hereinafter constituted 
of this School. 

11. 
There shall be established and maintained under this Scheme in or near 
the borough of Monmouth a School for girls. It shall be for day scholars and 
for boarders. A site and buildings shall be provided for this School, and 
there shall be further applicable for the purposes of this School and the 
Scholarships and Exhibitions therein or attached thereto such a capital sum 
of money to be raised out of the endowment of the Foundation as may be 
approved by the Charity Commissioners as being sufficient for providing such 
site and buildings, and a yearly sum of £1,000 to be paid out of the income of 
the Foundation by the Estate Governors to the Governors hereinafter consti- 
tuted of this School. 

There shall be established and maintained imder this Scheme in or near 
the borough of Monmouth an Elementary School for boys and girls as day 
scholars. A site and buildings shall be provided for this School, and there 
shall further be applicable for the purposes of this School and the Scholar- 
ships therein such a capital sum of money to be raised out of the endowment 
of the Foundation as may be approved by the Charity Commissioners as being 
sufficient for providing such site and buildings, and a yearly sum of £250 to 
be paid out of the income of the Foundation by the Estates Governors to the 
Governors hereinafter constituted of this School. 

13. 
There shall be established and maintained under this Scheme in some 
place in the county of Monmouth to the west of the River Usk, a School for 
boys, to be called Jones's West Monmouthshire School. It shall be for day 
scholars and for boarders. A site and buildings shall be provided for this 
School, and there shall further be applicable for the purposes of this School 
and the Scholarships and Exhibitions therein or attached thereto such a 
capital sum of money to be raised out of the endowment of the Foundation 
as may be approved by the Charity Commissioners as being sufficient for pro- 
viding such site and buildings, and a yearly sum of £1,000 to be paid out of 
the income of the Foundation by the Estates Governors to the Governors 
herehmfler constituted of this School. 
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14. 
All moneys received as income inclusively in respect of any one of the 
Schools, whether from the Estates Governors or from the fees of scholars or 
otherwise, shall be applicable wholly for the purposes of such School. 

15. 

All payments for rates, taxes, repairs, and insurance of, or in respect of, 

any property of a School of the Foundation occupied for the purposes of such 

School shall, so far as not otherwise provided for, be made out of the income 

of such School. 

16. 

Subject to the provisions of this Scheme, relij^ious instruction in accord- 
ance with the principles of the Christian Faith shall be given in each School 
under such regulations as shall be made from time to time by the Governing 
Body of such School. No alteration in any such regulations shall take effect 
in any one of the Schools until the expiration of not less than one year after 
notice of the making of the alteration shall have been given by the Governing 
Body of such School in such manner as they shall think best calculated to 
bring the matter within the knowledge of persons interested in such School. 

17. 

No Head Master, Head Mistress, or Teacher in any of the Schools shall be 
a Governor under this Scheme. 

18. 

In each School, except as herein provided, there shall be once in every 
year an examination of the scholars. The Examiner or Examiners shall, 
except as herein provided, be appointed or approved by the Governing Body 
of the School concerned, but otherwise unconnected with such School. In 
any year the Charity Commissioners may by an Order direct that the Exam- 
iner or Examiners for any of the Schools shall for that year be appointed in 
any other manner, and the Examiner or Examiners for such School shall for 
that year be appointed in the manner so directed. The Examiner or Exam- 
iners in the case of each School shall report in writing to the Governing 
Body of such School on the proficiency of the scholars and on the condition 
of such School, as regards instruction and dicipline, as shown by the result 
of the examination. The cost of the examination in the case of each School 
shall be paid by the Governing Body of such School out of the income of such 
School. Tlie Governing Body of the School concerned shall send a copy of 
the report to the Head Master or Head Mistress of such School, to the Charity 
Commissioners, and to the Estates Governors. This clause shall not apply to 
the Elementary School. 

19. 

The Head Master or Head Mistress of each School shall make a report in 
writing to the Governing Body of such School yearly at such time as they 
shall direct on the general condition and progress of such School, and on 
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any special occurrences during the year ; and may also mention the names of 
any scholars who, in his or her judgment, are worthy of reward or distinction, 
haying regard both to proficiency and conduct, 

20. 
In each School the Governing Body of the same may award prizes of 
books or other suitable rewards as marks of distinction to any scholars 
mentioned as worthy of reward or distinction by the Head Master or Head 
Mistress of such School, or by the Examiner or Examiners. 

PART III. 

Governing Body of Grammar School, and 

Temporary Provisions. 

21. 

The Grammar School shall be managed by a Governing Body consisting 
of seventeen competent persons duly qualified to discharge the duties of the 
office, two to be called Ex-Officio Governors, eleven to be called Representa- 
tive Governors, and four to be called Cooptative Governors, which alone is 
the Body in Parts III., IV., V., and VI., of this Scheme called the Governors. 

22. 
The Ex-Officio Governors shall be the Master and the Senior Warden of 
the Haberdashers' Company respectively for the time being, if they respec- 
tively shall be willing to accept the office. 

23. 
The Representative Governors shall be appointed by the following elect- 
ing bodies respectively in the following proportions ; that is to say: — 

Three by the Court of Assistants of the Haberdashers' Company ; 

Two by the Town Council of Monmouth ; 

One by the School Board of Monmouth ; 

Two by the County Council of the administrative county of 

Monmouth ; 
One by the Hebdomadal Council of the University of Oxford ; 
One by tlie Council of the Senate of the University of Cambridge ; 

and 
One by the Council of the University College of South Wales and 
Monmouthshire. 
Each appointment by an electing body shall be made at a meeting thereof 
convened and held as nearly as may be in accordance with the ordinary rules 
or practice, if any, of such body, or in case of need or doubt, in accordance 
with rules to be made or approved by the Charity Commissioners for England 
and Wales. The Representative Governors shall be appointed to office each 
for the term of five years reckoned from the date of his appointment. The 
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first Representative Governors shall be appointed as soon as conveniently 
may be after the date of this Scheme. The Chairman or other presiding 
officer of each meeting at which the appointment of any Representative 
Governors or Governor shall be made shall forthwith cause the names or 
name of the persons or person so appointed to be notified in the case of a first 
appointment to the Master of the Haberdashers' Company, and in other cases 
to the Chairman of the Governors or their clerk, if any, or other agent. Any 
appointment of a Representative Governor not made as aforesaid within six 
calendar months from the date of this Scheme, or of the notice hereinafter 
prescribed of a vacancy, as the case may be, shall for that turn be made by 
the then existing Governors. 

24. 
The first Coiiptative Governors shall be: — 

George Griffin Griffin, of Newton Court, near Monmouth, 

Esquire, J.P. ; 
Samuel Courthope Bosanquet, of Dingestow Court, near Monmouth, 

Esquire, J.P. 
The Reverend John Taylor Harding, Vicar of Rockfield, near Mon- 
mouth ; and 

Lieutenant-Colonel James Davies, of the Garth, near Monmouth. 
The Cooptative Governors hereafter to be appointed shall each be appointed 
by the general body of Governors at a special meeting. The first and other 
Cooptative Governors shall be appointed to office each for the term of eight 

years. 

25. 

Any Representative or Cooptative Governor who shall become bankrupt 
or incapacitated to act, or shall notify in writing to the Governors his wish 
to resign, or shall for the space of two consecutive years omit to attend any 
meeting, shall thereupon vacate the office of Governor ; and the Governors 
«hall cause an entry to be made in their minute book of every vacancy caused 
as aforesaid, or by the death. or the expiration of the term of office of any 
Representative or Cooptative Governor ; and as soon as conveniently may be 
4ifter any vacancy a new Governor shall be appointed by the body entitled as 
aforesaid to make such appointment. Any Governor may be re-appointed. 
Notice of every vacancy of the office of Representative Governor shall be given 
•as soon as conveniently may be by or under the direction of the Governors to 
the proper electing body or the clerk, if any, or other agent of such body. 

26. 
Every Governor shall, at or before the first meeting which he attends 
^ipon his first or any subsequent entry into office, sign a memorandum 
declaring his acceptance of the office of Governor, and his willingness to act 
in the trusts of this Scheme, and until he has signed such a memorandum 
■shall not be entitled to act as a Governor. 
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27. 

Within one calendar month from the time at which, under the provisions- 
herein contained, the management of the existing School of the Foundation 
passes to the Governors, a meeting shall he held upon the summons of the- 
Master of the Haberdashers' Company upon some day to be fixed by him. At 
this meeting the Governors shall elect one of their number to be Chairmaik 
of the meeting, and shall make arrangements for the conduct of business. 

28. 

The Governors shall hold their meetings in some convenient place in 
Monmouth, and shall hold at least two ordinary meetings in each year. 
Notice in writing of each ordinary meeting shall be delivered or sent by post 
to each Governor by the clerk, if any, or by some other person acting under 
the direction of the Governors, at least seven days before such meeting. 

29. 

The Chairman or any two Governors may at any time summon a special 
meeting for any cause that seems to him or them sufficient. All special 
meetings shall be convened by or under the direction of the person or persons 
summoning the meeting by notice in writing delivered or sent by post ta 
each Governor, specifying the object of the meeting. And it shall be the duty 
of the clerk, if any, to give such notice when required by the Chairman or by 
any two Governors. 

30. 
Tlie Governors shall, at tlieir first ordinary meeting in each year, elect 
one of their number to be Chairman of their meetings for such year. They 
shall make regulations for supplying his place in case of his death, resigna- 
tion, or absence. The Chairman shall always be re-eligible. 

31. 
There shall be a quorum when six Governors are present at a meeting. 
Every question at a meeting, except as herein provided, shall be determined 
by the majority of the Governors present and voting on the question ; and in 
case of equality of votes the Cli airman sliall have a second or casting vote^ 
Any resolution of the Governors may be rescinded or varied at a special 
meeting held after not less than seven days' notice. 

32. 

If at the time appointed for a meeting a sufficient number of Governors 
to form a quorum are not present, or if at any meeting the business is not 
completed, the Governors present may adjourn the meeting to a day and time 
of which, if the meeting is adjourned for more than two days, notice shall 
forthwith be delivered or sent by post to each Governor. 
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33. 

A minute book shall be provided and kept by the Governors, and minutes 
of the entry into office of everj' new Governor, and of all proceedings of the- 
Govemors, shall be entered in such minute book. 

34. 
The Governors shall make out and render to the Charity Commissioners^ 
such accounts as shall be required by such Commissioners, and shall also, 
on rendering accounts for any year to such Commissioners, exhibit for public^ 
inspection in some convenient place in Monmouth copies of the accounts so 
rendered for such year, giving due public notice where and when the same 
may be seen, and shall at all reasonable times allow the accounts so rendered 
for any year or years to be inspected, and copies thereof or extracts there-^ 
from to be made by all persons applying for the purpose. 

35. 

The Governors may from time to time make such arrangements asthey^ 

may find most fitting for the custody of all deeds and other documents 

belonging to them as Governors, for deposit of money, for the drawing of 

cheques, and for the appointment of a clerk or of any necessary agents for 

their assistance in the conduct of their business at such reasonable salaries or 

scale of remuneration as shall be approved by the Charity Commissioners,. 

but no Governor acting as such clerk or agent sliall receive any salary or 

remuneration. 

36. 

Until the completion of the full number of Governors, or the expiration 
of the first three calendar months or further time, if any, allowed under this 
clause from the date of this Scheme, the present Governing Body, so far as 
relates to the existing School of the Foundation, shall remain unaltered, and 
shall retain such powers as will enable them to manage the same in the 
meantime under this Scheme, but on such completion and expiration, which- 
ever first happens, shall become ipso facto discharged from their office, and 
the management of such School shall pass to the Governors. Such period of 
three calendar months may be extended, if necessaiy, by an order of the 
Charity Commissioners, made upon the application of one or more of the- 
present Governing Body or of the Governors. 

37. 

After the management of the existing School of the Foundation has 
passed to the Governors as aforesaid the Governors for the time being, if a 
quorum is formed, may act for all purposes placed under their management,, 
although the number of the Governors as hereinbefore constituted is not full. 

38. 
So far as may be not inconsistent with anything contained in the- 
Endowed Schools Act, 1869, and Amending Acts, the existing School of the 
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Foundation may be carried on as heretofore until the end of the school term, 
if any, current at the date of this Scheme, or until such other time as may, 
with the approval of the Charity Commissioners, be fixed by the body for the 
time being having the administration of such School under this Scheme. 

39. 
From the date of this Scheme the Beverend Charles Manley Boberts, if 
iie is then the Head Master, shall cease to hold office, and thereupon shall, 
or if he shall before that date have ceased to hold office, shall during his life 
be entitled to a yearly pension of £500, to be paid to him by the Estates 
Governors out of the income of the Foundation, such pension to be reckoned 
■as banning on and from the Ist day of August, 1890. Any sums which may 
have been received b}- him in remuneration for his services to the Foundation 
SL8 Head Master or otherwise after the 1st day of August, 1890, shall be 
■accounted for in reckoning the amount due to him in respect of his pension. 

40. 

From the date of this Scheme the present Lower Master, Mr. William 
Pitt, shall cease to hold office, and shall thenceforth during his life be en- 
titled to a yearly pension of £250, to be paid to him by the Estates Govemors 
out of the income of the Foundation. 

41. 

Mr. William Soseveare and Mr. fiobert Earle, two of the present Assist- 
ant Masters, shall respectively retain office as Assistant Masters in the 
Grammar School under this Scheme without further appointment, and 
neither of them shall be dismissed except for a cause for which he might 
have been dismissed if this Scheme had not been made, and the dismissal of 
either of them by the Head Master shall be subject to a right of appeal to 
the Governing Body of the Grammar School. 

42. 
No boy who is, and on the Ist day of August, 1890, was in the School 
shall be liable to any payments to which he might not have been liable if 
this Scheme had not been made, and any holder of a Scholarship or Exhibi- 
tion awarded on or before that day shall be entitled to hold his Scholarship 
or Exhibition as if this Scheme had not been made. 

FART IV. 

Thk Grammar School. 

43. 
The Estates Governors, either by altering or adding to the present school 
4)uildings or other\^'ise, shall provide for the Grammar School proper build- 
ings, suitable for three hundred day scholars and boarders, including a 
laboratory and other buildings suitable for the purposes of teaching in 
Natural Science, and planned with a view to convenient extension, and may 
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apply for the purpose the capital sum to be raised for this purpose as afore- 
said, but before providing such buildings they shall consult the Governors,, 
and submit to them the plans for such buildings, and consider the views of 
the Governors, and for all the purposes of this clause they shall act subject to- 
the approval of the Charity Commissioners. 

44. 

There shall be a Head Master of the Grammar School. He shall be a 
graduate of some University in the United Kingdom. Every Head Master 
hereafter to be appointed shall be appointed by the Governors at a special 
meeting to be held as soon as conveniently may be aft«r a vacancy, or after 
notice of an intended vacancy. In order to get the best candidates, the Gov- 
ernors before making any appointment shall give public notice of the 
vacancy, and invite applicants for the office by advertisements in newspapers,, 
or by such other means as they may judge best calculated to secure the- 
object. 

45. 

The Governors may at pleasure dismiss the Head Master without assign- 
ing cause, after six calendar months' written notice given to him in pursu- 
ance of a resolution passed at two special meetings held at an interval of not 
less than fourteen days, such resolution being affirmed at each meeting by 
not less than two-thirds of the Governors present and voting on the question. 

46. 

The Governors, for what in their opinion is urgent cause, may by ii 
resolution passed at a special meeting, and affirmed by not less than two- 
thirds of the whole number of Governors for the time being, declare that the- 
Head Master ought to be dismissed from his office, as in this clause provided, 
and in that case they may appoint a second special meeting to be held not 
less than a week after the first, and may by a like resolution, passed at such 
second meeting and affirmed by not less than two-thirds of the whole number- 
of Governors for the time being, thereupon absolutely and finally dismiss 
him. And if at the first of such meetings the Governors think fit at once to- 
suspend the Head Master from his office until the second of such meetings 
they may so suspend him by a resolution affirmed by not less than two-thirds 
of the whole number of Governors for the time being. Full notice and 
opportunity of defence at both such meetings shall be given to the Head 
Master. 

47. 

Every Head Master, before taking office under this Scheme, shall sign a 
declaration, to be entered in the minute book of the Governors, to the follow- 
ing effect :— 
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"I, 

" declare that I wi\l always to the best of my ability discharge the duties 

" of Head Master of the Grammar School at Monmouth during my tenure 
of the office, and that if I am removed therefrom I will thereupon 
acquiesce in such removal and relinquish all claim to the mastership 
and its future emoluments, and deliver up to the Governors, or as they 

" direct, possession of all the property of the School then in my posses- 

" sion or occupation." 

48. 
The Head Master shall dwell in the residence, if any, assigned for him, 
TPhe occupation and use of such residence and of any other property of the 
School occupied by him as Head Master shall be had by him in respect of his 
official character and duties, and not as tenant, and if he is removed from his 
office he shall deliver up possession of such residence and other property to 
the Governors, or as they direct. He shall not, except with the permission of 
the Governors, permit any person not being a member of his family to occupy 
.such residence or any part thereof. 

49. 
The Head Master shall give his personal attention to the duties of the 
School, and shall not hold any benefice having the cure of souls, or undertake 
any office or employment interfering with the proper performance of his 
Kluties as Head Master. 

50. 

No Head Master or Assistant Master shall receive or demand from any 
'boy in the School, or from any person whomsoever on behalf of any such boy, 
;any gratuity, fee, or i)ayment, except such as are prescribed or authorised by 
♦or under this Scheme. 

51. 

Within the limits fixed by this Scheme, the Governors shall prescribe the 
general subjects of instruction, the relative prominence and value to be 
assigned to each group of subjects, the arrangements respecting the School 
terms, vacations, and holidays, the payments of day scholars, and the number 
and payments of boarders. They shall take general supervision of the sani- 
tary condition of the school buildings and arrangements. They shall fix the 
number of Assistant Masters to be employed. They shall every year fix the 
amount which they think proi)er to be paid out of the income of the School 
for the purpose of maintaining Assistant Masters and providing and main- 
taining a proi>er school plant or apparatus. 

52. 
Before making any regulations under the last foregoing clause the Gov- 
ernors shall consult the Head Master in such a manner as to give him full 
K)pportunity for tlie expression of his views. The Head Master may also from 
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time to time submit proposals to the Governors for making or altering regu- 
lations concerning any matter within the province of the Governors. The 
Governors shall fully consider any such expression of views or proposals, and 
■i^all decide upon them. 

53. 
Subject to any rules prescribed by or under the authority of this Scheme, 
the Head Master shall have under his control the choice of books, the method 
of teaching, the arrangement of classes and school hours, and generally the 
whole internal organisation, management, and dicipline of the School, in- 
cluding the power of expelling boys from the School, or suspending them 
from attendance thereat for any adequate cause to be judged of by him, but 
on expelling or suspending any boy he shall forthwith report the case to the 
Oovemors. 

M. 
The Head Master shall, subject in the cases of the said William Roseveare 
^nd Robert Earle respectively as hereinbefore provided, have the sole power 
of appointing and may at pleasure dismiss all Assistant Masters in the School, 
and shall determine, subject to the approval of the Governors, in what pro- 
portions the sum fixed by the Governors for the maintenance of Assistant 
Masters, and school plant and apparatus shall be divided among the various 
persons and objects for which it is fixed in the aggregate. And the Governors 
shall pay the same accordingly, either through the hands of the Head Master 
or directly as they think best. 

• 

55. 
The Head Master shall receive a fixed yearly stipend of £200. He shall 
also receive a capitation payment calculated on such a scale, uniform or 
graduated, as may be fixed from time to time by the Governors, at the rate of 
not less than £3 nor more than £5 a year for each boy in the School up to the 
number of two hundred boys, at the rate of not less than £2 nor more than 
£4 a year for each boy in the School above that number up to three hundred 
boys, and at the rate of not less than £1 nor more than £2 for each boy in 
the School above the number of three hundred boys. 

56. 
All boys, including boarders, shall pay tuition fees to be fixed from time 
to time by the Governors, at the rate of not less £6 nor more than £12 a year 
for any boy in the School. No difference in respect of tuition fees shall be 
made between any scholars on account of place of birth or residence, or of 
their being or not being boarders. The payments of boarders, apart from 
the tuition fees, shall be at the rate of not more than £40 a year in a hostel 
of the School, and not more than £50 a year in a Master's house, for any boy. 
No extra or additional payment of any kind shall be allowed without the 
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sanction of the Governors and the written consent of the parent, or person 
occupying the place of parent, of the scholar concerned. All payments for 
tuition fees shall he made in advance to the Head Master or such other 
person as the Governors shall from time to time fix, and shall be accounted 
for by the person receiving them to the Governors, and be treated by them aa 
part of the income of the School. 

67. 
No boy shall be admitted to the School under the age of eight years. No 
boy shall remain in the School after the age of nineteen years, or if he 
attains that age during a school term, then after the end of such term, ex- 
cept with the permission of the Governors. 

58. 
Subject to the provision established by or under the authority of thia 
Scheme, the School and all its advantages shall be open to all boys of good 
character and sufficient health who are residing with their parents, guardians, 
or near relations within degrees to be fixed by the Governors, or are boarding 
under regulations made by the G^ovemors either in a hostel of the School or 
in the house of any Master. No boy not so residing or boarding shall be ad- 
mitted to the School without the special permission of the Governors. If 
there is not room for all boys found fit for admission as hereinafter provided^ 
preference shall be given to such of them as are applicants for admission as 

day scholars. 

59. 

Applications for admission to the School shall be made to the Head 

Master, or to some person appointed by the Governors, according to a form 

to be approved by them and delivered to all applicants. 

60. 
The Head Master or some person appointed by the Governors shall keep 
a register of applications for admission, showing the date of every applica- 
tion and of the admission, withdrawal, or rejection of the applicant, and the 
cause of any rejection, and the age of each applicant. 

61. 
Every applicant for admission shall be examined by or under the direc- 
tion of the Head Master. The Head Master shall appoint convenient times 
for that purpose, and give reasonable notice to the parents or next friends of 
the boys to be so examined. No boy shall be admitted to the School except 
after undergoing such examination and being found fit for admission. 
Subject as aforesaid, those who are so found fit shall, if there is room for 
them, be admitted in order according to the dates of their application. The 
examination for admission shall be graduated according to the age of the 
boy, and shall be regulated in other particulars from time to time by or 
under the direction of the Governors, but it shall never fall below the follow^ 
ing standard, that is to say : — 
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Reading ; 

Writing from dictation ; 

Sums in the first four simple rules of Arithmetic with the Multiplication 
Table. 

62. 
Besides religious instruction as hereinbefore provided, instruction shall 
also be given in the School in the following subjects : — 
Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic ; 
Geography and History ; 

English Grammar, Composition, and Literature : 
Mathematics ; 

At least two branches of Natural Science ; 
At least one modern Foreign European Language ; 
Latin ; 
Greek ; 
Drawing, Drill, and Vocal Mu«ic. 

The instruction in Latin and Greek, or in either of them, shall not have 
any preference over the instruction in Mathematics, Natural Science, or 
modem languages. Subject to the provisions of this Scheme, the course of 
instruction shall be according to the classification and arrangement made by 
the Head Master. 

63. 
A yearly sum of £400 out of the income of the Grammar School shall be 
set apart as a fund for Scholarships and Exhibitions, and, subject as herein 
provided, shall be applied in maintaining thirty Scholarships tenable in the 
Grammar School. Twenty of these Scholarships shall be called Monmouth 
Scholarships, and shall each entitle the holder to an allowance equal to the 
amount of his tuition fees in the School, and further entitle him to a yearly 
sum of £10, and shall be awarded to boys being sons of parents resident in 
the borough of Monmouth. In the award of one-half of these twenty 
Scholarships preference shall be given to boys who are and have for not less 
than two years been scholars in some Public Elementary School or Schools in 
the school district of Monmouth. The other ten scholarships shall be called 
Foundation Scholarships, and shall each entitle the holder to an allowance 
equal to the amount of his tuition fees in the School, and further entitle him 
to a yearly sum of £20. Any part of the said yearly sum of £400 remaining 
in hand at the end of any year shall be invested in the name of the Official 
Trustees of Charitable Funds, and the income arising from such investpients 
applicable for increasing the number or value of the said Scholarships under 
this clause or of any of them, and of the exhibitions under the next follow- 
ing clause, and of the Scholarships and Exhibitions in or attached to the 
Girls' School, or for any of these purposes. 
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64. 

Exhibitions to be called Jones Exhibitions, some of the yearly value of 
£50 each, and the others of the yearly value of £30 each, shall be maintained. 
They shall be tenable, subject as herein provided, for three years at any 
University in the United Kingdom or at any University College or Institution 
for University or professional education higher than the education in the 
Grammar School. They shall be awarded to boys who then are and have for 
not less than three years been in the Grammar School. Two of the Exhibi- 
tions of the yearly value of £50, and two of the Exhibitions of the yearly 
value of £30, shall be competed for in each year. The tenure of any of the 
Exhibitions under this clause may, in special cases, be prolonged by not more 
than one year. 

PART V. 

The Girls' School. 

65. 
The Girls' School shall be managed by a Governing Body consisting of 
the Governors and four women, such women to be appointed in the case of 
the first four such women by the Governors and in all other cases by the 
Governors of the Girls' School, each such four women being appointed for the 
term of five years, but subject to vacating office earlier in the same way as 
the Governors. The Governors with such four women shall be called the 
Governors of the Girls' School. The Governors of the Girls' School shall act 
as one body in all matters within their jurisdiction, and shall conduct their 
business as herein provided for the conduct of the business of the Governors. 

66. 
The Estates Governors shall provide for the Girls' School proper build- 
ings, suitable for not less than one hundred day scholars and boarders, and 
planned with a view to convenient extension, and may apply for the purpose 
the capital sum to be raised for this purpose as aforesaid, but before provid- 
ing such buildings they shall consult the Governors of the Girls' School, 
and submit to them the plans for such buildings, and consider the views of 
the Governors of the Girls' School, and for all the purposes of this clause 
they shall act subject to the approval of the Charity Commissioners. 

67. 
The Girls' School shall be subject to the like provisions as are contained 
in the foregoing clauses placed in Part IV. of this Scheme, except so far as 
the same require that the Head Master shall be a graduate, or relate only to 
Schol^urships or Exhibitions, or as is otherwise herein provided. For the 
purposes of this clause, such foregoing clauses shall be read as if the follow- 
ing modifications were made therein, namely, "Governors of the Girls' 
School "for "Governors," "Mistress*' for "Master," and "girl" for "boy," 
with any consequent modifications. 
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68. 

The first Head Mistress shall be appointed as soon as conveniently may 
be after buildings are provided for the School as aforesaid. 

69. 
The fixed yearly stipend to be received by the Head Mistress of the 
Girls* School, apart from the capitation payment, shall be £100 a year, and 
the rate of the capitation payment to be received by her shall be not less than 
lOs. nor more than £3 a year for each girl in the School. 

70. 
No girl may remain in the Girls' School after the age of eighteen years, 
or if she attains that age during a school term, then after the end of such 
school term, except with the permission of the Governors of the Girls* School, 
which in special cases may be given until the age of nineteen years upon the 
recommendation of the Head Mistress. 

71. 

The subjects of instruction for girls in the Gbls' School, besides religious 
instruction as hereinbefore provided, shall be:— 

Reading, Writing, Arithemetic ; 

Geography and History ; 

English Grammar, Composition, and Literature ; 

French and German ; 

One or more branches of Natural Science ; 

Algebra ; 

Geometry ; 

Domestic Economy and Laws of Health ; 

Drawing, Drill, and Vocal Music ; and 
such other subjects as the Governors of the Girls* School may from time to 
time fix. Other foreign languages may be taught at such additional fees as 
the Governors of the Girls' School may fix from time to time. 

72. 
The payments for boarders, apart from the tuition fees, (i) shall be not more 
than £40 a year in a hostel of the School, nor more than £45 a year in a 
Mistress's house for any girl. 

73. 

Ten Scholarship:*, to be called Monmonth Scholarships, in the form of 
exemptions, total or partial, from the payment of tuition fees, shall be main- 
tained in the Girls' School. They shall be awarded to girls being daughters 
of parents resident in the borough of Monmouth. One-half of these Scholar- 
ships shall each entitle the holder to total exemption from the payment of 

<1). Under this Scheme the capitation fee, to be paid by the Parents or Guardians, was fixed at 
£2 a term for each pupil, ooth in the Boys' and Girls' School. 
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tuition fees in the School, and to a yearly sum of £10. In the award of such 
one-half of these Scholarships preference shall he given to girls who are and 
have for not less than two years heen scholars in some Puhlic Elementary 
School or Schools in the school district of Monmouth. The other half of these 
Scholarships shall each entitle the holder to exemption, total or partial, from 
the payment of tuition fees in the School. 

74. 

Other Scholarships, to he called Foundation Scholarships, each entitling^ 
the holder to exemption, total or partial, from the payment of tuition fee8» 
shall be maintained in the Girls' School at the rate of not more than one such 
Scholarship for every ten girls in the School. 

75. 
Exhibitions to be called Jones Exhibitions, each of a yearly value of £40, 
shall be maintained. They shall be tenable for three years at any place of 
higher education approved by the Governors of the Girls' School. They shall 
be awarded to girls who then are and have for not less than three years been 
scholars in the Girls' School. One of these Exhibitions shall be competed for 
in each year. 

PART VI. 
Thk Elemkntaby School. 
76. 
The Elementary School shall be managed by the Governing Body herein- 
before called the Governors. It shall be conducted as a Public Elementary 
School under section 7 of the Elementary Education Act, 1870. No boy or 
girl shall be admitted to this School who has not passed in reading, writing, 
and arithmetic in an examination by one of Her Majesty's Inspectors of 
Schools in one of the four highest standards fixed by the Code of Minutes of 
the Education Department in force for the time being, or an equivalent 

examination. 

77. 

The Estates Governors shall provide for the Elementary School proper 
buildings, suitable for not less than fifty day scholars, and planned with a 
view to convenient extension, and may apply for the purpose the capital 
sum to be raised for this purpose as aforesaid, but before providing such 
buildings they shall consult the Governors, and submit to them the plans for 
such buildings, and consider the views of the Governors, and for all the 
purposes of this clause they shall act subject to the approval of the Charity 

Commissioners. 

78. 

The Governors shall appoint and pay, and may at their pleasure dismiss, 
all Teachers in the Elementary School, and subject to any regulations of the 
Education Department in force for the time being, shall have power to regu- 
late and prescribe from time to time their respective qualifications. 
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79. 
All scholars in the Elementary School shall pay tuition fees to be fixed 
from time to time by the Governors at the rate of not less than 6d., nor more 
than 9d. a week for any scholar. 

80. 
In the Elementary School, besides religious instruction as hereinbefore 
provided, instruction in the subjects required by the regulations of the 
Education Department shall also, subject to the control of the Governors, be 
given according to classification and arrangements made by the Principal 
Teacher of such School. 

81. 
In the Elementary School the Governors shall not be precluded by any 
provision in this Scheme from conforming to any regulations which the 
Education Department under the Elementary Education Act, 1870, or under 
any authority, may impose as the conditions of a grant of money, provided 
that such regulations shall not be inconsistent with the provisions of the 
Endowed Schools Act, 1869, and Amending Acts. 

82. 
Scholarships to be called Foundation Scholarships, each entitling the 
holder to total exemption from the payment of tuition fees and to a yearly 
sum of £5, shall be maintained in the Elementary School, at the rate of not 
more than one such Scholarship for every ten children in the School. They 
shall be awarded to boys and girls who are and have for not less than two 
years been scholars in some Public Elementary School or Schools in the 
school district of Monmouth in which the highest tuition fee, while the can- 
didates respectively were scholars in such School or Schools, was under the 
rate of 6d. a week. 

• 
PART VII. 

JONBS'S WkST MONMOUTHSHIIIE SCHOOL. 

83. 

Jones's West Monmouthshire School shall be managed by a separate 
Governing Body consisting of eleven or twelve competent persons duly 
qualified to discharge tlie duties of the office, one to be called an Ex-Officio 
Governor, seven, or, in the event in this behalf mentioned in the clause next 
but one following, eight, to be called Representative Governors, and three to 
be called Co-optative Governors, which alone is the body in this Part VII. of 
this Scheme called the Governors. 

84. 
The Ex-Officio Governor shall be the Master of the Haberdashers' CJom.- 
pany for the time being if he shall be willing to accept the office. 
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85. 
The Representative Governors shall be appointed by the following elect- 
ing bodies respectively in the following proportions, that is to say : — 

One by the Court of Assistants of the Haberdashers' Company. 
Two by the County Council of the administrative county of 

Monmouth. 
Two by an electing body consisting of the Chairman of the several 

School Boards of such of the school districts in the county of 

Monmouth as are wholly or in part to the west of the river Usk; 
One by the Council of the University College of South Wales and 

Monmouth shbe ; 
One by the Council of the University College of Bristol ; and, 
if Newport, in the County of Monmouth, becomes a county borough, 
One by the Council of such county borough. 

Each appointment by an electing body shall be made at a meeting thereof 
convened and held as nearly as may be in accordance with the ordinary rules 
or practice, if any, of such body, or, in case of need or doubt, in accordance 
with rules to be made or approved by the Charity Commissioners for England 
and Wales. The Representative Governors shall be appointed to office each 
for the term of five years reckoned from the date of his appointment. The 
first Representative Governors shall be appointed as soon as conveniently 
may be after the date of the Scheme. The Chairman or other presiding 
officer of each meeting at which the appointment of any Representative 
Governors or Governor shall be made, shall forthwith cause the names or 
name of the persons or person so appointed to be notified in the case of a first 
appointment to the Master of the Haberdashers' Companj-, and in other cases 
to the Chairman of the Governors, or their clerk, if any, or other agent. Any 
appointment of a Representative Governor not made as aforesaid within six 
calendar months from th^ date of this Scheme, or of the notice hereinafter 
prescribed of a vacancy, as the case may be, shall for that turn be made by 
the then existing Governors. 

86 
'Ine ."- t Co-optative Governors shall be: — 

Professor John Viriamu Jones, M.A., B.Sc, Principal of the Univer- 
sity College of South Wales and Monmouthshire ; 
John Daniel, of High Street, Abersychan, in the county of Mon- 
mouth, Merchant ; and 
George Robert Harris, of Coalbrook Vale, Nantyglo, in the same 
county. Provision Merchant. 
The Co-optative Governors hereafter to be appointed shall each be 
appointed by the general body of Governors at a special meeting. The first 
and other Co-optative Governors shall be appointed to office each for the terra 
of eight years. 
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87. 
Any Representative or Co-optative Governor who shall become bankrupt 
or incapacitated to act, or shall notify in v^^riting to the Governors his wish 
to resign, or shall for the space of two consecutive years omit to attend any 
meeting, shall thereupon vacate the oflBce of Governor: and the Governors 
shall cause an entry to be made in their minute hook of every vacancy caused 
as aforesaid, or by the death or the expiration of the term of oflBce of any 
Representative or Co-optative Governor ; and as soon as conveniently may be 
after any vacancy a new Governor shall be appointed by the body entitled as 
aforesaid to make such appointment. Any Governor may be re-appointed. 
Notice of everj' vacancy of the oflSce of Representative Governor shall be 
given, as soon as conveniently may be, by or under the direction of the Gov- 
ernors to the proper electing body or the clerk, if any, or other agent of such 
body. 

88. 
Every Governor shall, at or before the first meeting which he attends 
upon his first or any subsequent entry into office, sign a memorandum 
declaring his acceptance of the office of Governor, and his willingness to act 
in the trusts of this Scheme, and until he has signed such a memorandum 
shall not be entitled to act as a Governor. 

89. 
Within three calendar mouths from the date of this Scheme, a meeting 
shall be held upon the summons of the Master of the Haberdashers' Company 
upon some day to be fixed by him. At this meeting the Governors shall 
elect one of their number to be Chaiiman of the meeting, and shall make 
arrangements for the conduct of business. 

90. 
The Governors shall hold their meetings in some convenient place in the 
county of Monmouth, and shall hold at least two ordinary meetings in each 
Year, Notice in writing of each ordinary meeting to be delivered or sent by 
post to each Governor by the clerk, if any, or by some otlier person acting 
under the direction of the Governono, at least seven days before such 
meeting. 

91. 
The Chairman or any two Governors may at any time summon a special 
meeting for any cause that seems to him or them sufficient. All special 
meetings shall be convened \i^ or under the direction of the person or persons 
summoning the meeting by notice in writing delivered or sent by post to 
each Governor, specifying the object of the meeting. And it shall be the 
duty of the clerk, if anj^ to give such notice when required by the Cliairman 
or by any two Governors. 
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The Governors shall at their first ordinary- meeting in each year elect one 
of their number to be Chairman of their meetings for such year. They shall 
make regulations for supplying his place in case of his death, resignation, or 
absence. The Chairman shall always be re-eligible. 

93. 
There shall be a quorum when four Governors are present at a meeting. 
Every question at a meeting, except as herein provided, shall be determined 
by the majority of the Governors present and voting on the question ; and in 
case of equality of votes the Chairman shall have a second or casting vote. 
Any resol otion of the Governors may be rescinded or varied at a special 
meeting held after not less than seven days* notice. 

94. 
If at the time appointed for a meeting a sufficient number of Governors 
to form a quorum are not present, or if at any meeting, the business is not 
completed, the Governors present may adjourn the meeting to a day and 
time, of which, if the meeting is adjourned for more than two days, notice 
shall forthwith be delivered or sent by post to each Governor. 

95. 
A minute book shall be provided and kept by the Governors, and minutes 
of the entry into office of ever}' new Governor and of all proceedings of the 
Governors shall be entered in such minute book. 

96. 
The Governors shall make out and render to tlie Charity Commissioners 
such accounts as shall be required by such Commissioners, and shall also on 
rendering accounts for any year to such Commissioners, exhibit for public 
inspection in some convenient place in the town or parish in which Jones s 
West Monmouthshire School shall be situated copies of the accounts so ren- 
dered for such year, giving due public notice where and when the same may 
be seen, and sliall at all reasonable times allow the accounts so rendered for 
any year or years to be inspected, and copies thereof or extracts therefrom to 
be made, by all persons applying for the purpose. 

97. 
The Governors may from time to time make such arrangements as they 
may find most fitting for the custody of all deeds and other documents 
belonging to them as Governors, for deposit of money, for the drawing of 
cheques, and for the appointment of a clerk or of any necessary agents for 
their assistance in the conduct of their business, at such reasonable salaries 
or scale of remuneration as shall be approved by the Charity Commissioners, 
but no Governor acting as such clerk or agent shall receive any salary or 
remuneration. 
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98. 
The Governors for the time being, if a quorum is formed, may act for all 
the purposes of this Scheme, although the number of Governors as herein- 
before constituted is not full. 

99. 
The Estates Governors shall provide for Jones's West Monmouthshire 
School proper buildings, suitable for not less than two hundred day scholars 
and boarders, and planned with a view to convenient extension, and may 
apply for the purpose the capital sum to be raised for this purpose as afore- 
said, but before providing such buildings they shall consult the Governors, 
and submit to them the plans for such buildings, and consider the views of 
the Governors, and for all the purposes of this clause they shall act subject 
to the approval of the Charity Commissioners. 

100. 
There shall be a Head Master of Jones's West Monmouthshire School. 
He shall be a graduate of some University in the United Kingdom, or have 
such other qualification or certificate or other test of his attainments as may 
be fixed from time to time by any regulations of the Governors approved by 
the Charity Commissioners. Every Head Master shall be appointed by the 
Governors at a special meeting to be held, in tlie case of the first appoint- 
ment, as soon as conveniently may be after buildings are provided for the 
School as aforesaid, and in other cases as soon as conveniently may be after 
a vacancy, or after notice of an intended vacancy. In order to get the best 
candidates, the Governors, before making any appointment, shall give public 
notice of the vacancy and invite applicants for the office by advertisements 
in newspapers, or by such other means as they may judge best calculated 
to secure the object. 

101. 
The Governors may at pleasure dismiss the Head Master, without 
assigning cause, after six calendar months' written notice given to him in 
pursuance of a resolution passed at two special meetings held at an interval 
of not less than fourteen days, such resolution being affirmed at each meet- 
ing by not less than two-thirds of the Governors present and votiug on the 
<]uestion. 

102. 
The Governors for what in their opinion is urgent cause may, by a 
resolution passed at a special meeting, and affirmed by not less than two- 
thirds of the whole number of Governors for the time being, declare that the 
Head Master ought to be dismissed from his office, as in this clause provided, 
■and in that case they may appoint a second special meeting to be held not 
less than a week after the first-, and may, by a like resolution, passed at such 
«econd meeting and affirmed by not less than two-thirds of the whole number 
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of Crovernors for the time being, thereupon absolutely and finally dismiss him. 
And if at the first of such meetings the GoTemors think fit at once ta 
suspend the Head Master from hi« office until the second of such meetings, 
they may so suspend him by a resolution affirmed by not less than two- 
thirds of the whole number of Governors for the time being. Full notice 
and opportunity of defence at both such meetings shall be given to the 
Head Master. 

103. 
Every Head Master before taking office under this Scheme shall sign a 
declaration, to be entered in the minute book of the Gk)vemors to the follow- 
ing effect : — 

" I, declare that I will always to the best of my ability 

"discharge the duties of Head Master of Jones's West Monmouthshire School 
"during my tenure of the office, and that if I am removed therefrom I will 
" thereupon acquiesce in such removal and relinquish all claim to the master- 
"ship and its future emoluments, and deliver up to the Governors, or as they 
" direct, possession of all the property of the School then in my possession or 
" occupation." 



104. 
The Head Master shall dwell in the residence, if any, assigned for him. 
The occupation and use of such residence, and of any other property of the 
School occupied by him as Head Master, shall be had by him in respect of his 
official character and duties, and not as tenant, and if he is removed from his 
office, he shall deliver up possession of such residence and other property to 
the G<»vernors or as they t^hall direct. He shall not, except with the per- 
mission of the Governors, permit any person not being a member of his family 
to occupy such residence or any part thereof. 

ior>. 

The Head Master shall give his personal attention to the duties of the 
School, and shall not hold any benefice having the cure of souls, or undertake 
any office or employment interfering with the proper performance of his 
duties as Head Master. 

106. 
No Head Master or Assistant Master shall receive or demand from any 
boy in the School, or from any person whomsoever on behalf of any such boy,, 
any gratuity, fee?, or payment, except such as are prescribed or authorised by 
or under this Scheme. 

107. 
Within the limits fi.\ed by this Scheme, the Governors shall prescribe tlie 
general subjects of instruction, the relative prominence and value to be 
assigned to each group of subjects, the arrangements respecting the School 
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terms, vacations, and holidays, the payments of day scholars, and the number 
and payments of boarders. They shall take general supervision of the sani- 
tary condition of the school buildings and arrangements. They shall fix the 
number of Assistant Masters to be employed. They shall every year fix the 
amount which they think proper to be paid out of the income of the School 
for the purpose of maintaining Assistant Masters and providing and main- 
taining a proper school plant or apparatus. 

108. 

Before making any regulations under the last foregoing clause the Gov- 
ernors shall consult the Head Master in such a manner as to give him full 
opportunity for the expression of his views. The Head Master may also from 
time to time submit proposals to the Governors for making or altering regu- 
lations concerning any matter within the province of the Governors. The 
Governors shall fully consider any such expression of views or proposals and 
shall decide upon them. 

109. 

Subject to any rules prescribed by or under the authority of this Scheme,, 
the Head Master shall have under his control the choice of books, the method 
of teaching, the arrangement of classes and school hours, and generally the 
whole internal organisation, management and dicipline of the School, includ- 
ing the power of expelling boys from the School or suspending them from 
attendance thereat for any adequate cause to be judged of by him, but on 
expelling or suspending any boy he shall forthwith report the case to the 
Governors. 

110. 

The Head Master shall have the sole power of appointing and may at 
pleasure dismiss all Assistant Masters in the School, and shall determine, 
subject to the approval of the Governors, in what proportions the sum fixed 
by the Governors for the maintenance of Assistant Masters and school plant 
and apparatus shall be divided among the various persons and objects 
for which it is fixed in the aggregate ; and the Governors shall pay the same 
accordingly either through the hands of the Head Master or directly as they 
think best. 

111. 
The Head Master shall receive a fixed yearly stipend of £100. He shall 
also receive a capitation pa} ment calculated on such a scale, uniform or- 
graduuted, as may be fixed from time to time by the Governors, at the rate- 
of not less than 10s. nor more than £2 a year for each boy in the School. 

112. 
All boys, including boarders, except as herein provided, shall pay tuitioa 
fees to be fixed from time to time by the Governors, at the rate of not less 
than £2 nor more than £5 a year for any boy. No difference in respect- 
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of tuition fees shall be made between scholars on account of place of birth or 
residence, or of their being or not being boarders. The payment of boarders, 
apart from the tuition fees, shall be at the rate of not more than £30 a year 
in a hostel of the School, nor more than £35 a year in a Master*8 house for 
■any boy. No extra or additional payment of any kind shall be allowed 
without the sanction of the Governors and the written consent of the parent, 
or person occupying the place of parent, of the scholar concerned. All payr 
ments for tuition fees shall be made in advance to the Head Master, or 
to such other person as the Governors shall from time to time fix, and shall 
be accounted for by the person receiving them to the Governors, and be 
treated by them as part of the income of the School. 

113. 
No boy shall be admitted to the School under the age of eight years. No 
boy shall remain in the School after the age of sixteen years, or, if he attains 
that age during a school term, then after the end of such term, except with 
the permission of the Governors, which in special cases may be given until 
the age of seventeen years upon the written recommendation of the Head 
Master. 

114. 

Subject to the provisions established by or under the authority of this 
Scheme, the School and all its advantages shall be open to all boys of good 
character and sufficient health who are residing with their parents, guar- 
•dians, or near relations, within degrees to be fixed by the Governors, or are 
boarding under regulations made by the Governors either in a hostel of the 
School or in the house of any Master. No boy not so residing or boarding 
shall be a<lmitted to the School without the special permission of the 
€^ovemo^s. 

115. 

Applications for admission to the School shall be made to the Head 
Master, or to some person appointed by the Governors, according to a form 
to be approved by them and delivered to all applicants. 

116. 
The Head Master or some person appointed by the Governors shall keep 
a register of applications for admission, showing the date of every applica- 
tion and of the admission, withdrawal, or rejection of the applicant and the 
cause of any rejection and the age of each applicant. 

117. 

Every applicant for admission shall be examined by or under the direcr 

tion of the Head Master. The Head Master shall appoint convenient times 

for that purpose, and give reasonable notice to the parents or next friends of 

the boy to be so examined. No boy shall be admitted to the School except 

Mfter undergoing such examination and being found fit for admission. Those 
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who are so found fit shall, if there is room for them, be admitted in order 
according to the dates of their application. The examination for admission 
shall be graduated according to the age of the boy, and shall be regulated in 
other particulars from time to time by or under the direction of the Gover- 
nors, but it shall never fall below the following standard, that is to say : — 

Reading ; 

Writing from dictation ; 

Sums in the first four simple rules of Arithmetic, with the Multipli- 
cation Table. 

118. 
Besides religious instruction as hereinbefore provided, instruction shall 
also be given in the School in the following subjects : — 

Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic ; 

Geography and History ; 

English Grammar, Composition, and Literature ; 

Mathematics ; 

Latin ; 

At least one modern Foreign European Language ; 

Natural Science ; 

Drawing, Drill, and Vocal Music. 

Instruction shall also be given in such other subjects as are best suited for 
giving knowledge useful in the pursuit of the coal and iron industries. 
Subject to the provisions of this Scheme, the course of instruction shall be 
according to the classification and arrangements made by the Head Master. 

119. 
Twenty Scholarships, to be called Jones Scholarships, shall be maintained 
in the Jones's West Monmouthshire School, each entitling the holder to total 
exemption from the payment of tuition fees in the School, and to a yearlj- 
sum of not less than £5 nor more than £10. They shall be awarded to boys 
who then are and have for not less than two years been scholars in some, 
Public Elementary School or Schools. 

120. 
A yearly sum of not less than £150 shall be applied in maintaining 
Exhibitions, to be called Jones Exhibitions, each of a yearly value of not less 
than £20, They shall be tenable for three years at any place of higher edu- 
cation approved by the Governors. These Exhibitions shall be awarded to 
boys who then are and have for not less than two years been scholars 
in Jones's West Monmouthshire School. 
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PAET VIII. 

General Conditions as to Sgholabships and Exhibitions. 

121. 
The Scholarships and Exhibitions in or attached to each School of the 
Foundation, shall be maintained by the Governing Body of such School out 
of the income of such School. 

122. 
The Scholarships and Exhibitions of each class shall be established in 
such manner and order as to secure as nearly as may be a regular rotation of 
award, and, subject as herein provided, shall be awarded and held under such 
regulations and conditions as the Governing Body maintaining the same 
respectively think fit. Every Scholarship and Exhibition shall be given as 
the reward of merit on the result of such examination as the Governing 
Body maintaining the same think fit, and shall, except as herein provided, be 
freely and openly competed for, and shall be tenable only for the purposes of 
education. Any Scholarship or Exhibition for which there shall be no duly 
qualified candidate who on examination shall be adjudged worthy to take it 
shall for that turn not be awarded. 

123. 
If the holder of a Scholarship or Exhibition shall, in the judgment of the 
■Governing Body maintaining the same, be guilty of serious misconduct or 
idleness, or fail to maintain a reasonable standard of proficiency, or wilfully 
cease to pursue his or her education, such Governing Body may deprive him 
•or her of the Scholarship or Exhibition, and for this purpose, in the case of 
an Exhibition, may act on the report of the proper authorities of the place of 
education at which the Exhibition is held, or on such other evidence as such 
Governing Body think sufficient. Under this clause the decision of the Govern- 
ing Body maintaining the Scholarship or Exhibition shall be final in each 
• case. 

PART IX. 

General. 

124. 
So soon as a sum of not less than £3,000 has been raised from voluntary 
sources for the purpose of providing new school buildings for the Grammar 
School at Abergavenny and has been paid to the Governing Body of that 
School, and a Scheme under the Endowed Schools Act, 1869, and Amending 
Acts, for the Government of that School has come into operation, the Estates 
-Governors shall pay to the Governing Body of that School, to be applied for 
the same purpose, a capital sum of £3,000. 
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125. 
The parent or guardian of, or person liable to maintain or having the 
actual custody of, any scholar attending any of the Schools of the Foundation 
as a day scholar, may claim, by notice in writing addressed to the principal 
teacher of such school, the exemption of such scholar from attending prayer 
or religious worship, or from any lesson or series of lessons on a religious 
subject, and such scholar shall be exempted accordingly, and a scholar shall 
not, by reason of any exemption from attending prayer or religious worship, 
or from any lesson or series of lessons on a religious subject, be deprived of 
any advantage or emolument in any of the Schools or out of the endowment 
of the Foundation to which he or she would otherwise have been entitled. 

If the parent or guardian of, or the person liable to maintain or having 
the actual custody of, any scholar who is about to attend any of the Schools 
of the Foundation, and who but for this, clause could only be admitted as a 
boarder, desires the exemption of such scholar from attending prayer or 
religious worship, or from any lesson or series of lessons on a religious subject, 
but the persons in charge of the boarding houses of such School are not 
willing to allow such exemption, then it shall be the duty of the Governing 
Body of such School to make proper provisions for enabling the scholar to 
attend such School, and have such exemption as a day scholar, without being 
deprived of any advantage or emolument to which he or she would otherwise 
Jiave been entitled. 

If any teacher, in the course of other lessons at which any scholar 
-exempted under this clause is in accordance with the ordinary rules of any 
of the Schools of the Foundation present, shall teach systematically and per- 
sistently any particular religious doctrine, from the teaching of which any 
-exemption has been claimed as in this clause before provided, the Governing 
Body of such School shall, on complaint made in writing to them by the 
parent, guardian, or person liable to maintain or having the actual custody 
of such scholar, hear the complaint, and inquire into the circumstances, and 
if the complaint is judged to be reasonable, make all proper provisions for 
remedying the matter complamed of. 

126. 
The Governors of the Grammar School may, if they think fit, and the in- 
oome at their disposal suffice for the purpose, agree with the Head Master of 
that School for the formation of a fund in the nature of a Pension or Super- 
•annuation Fund, to be invested in the name of the Official Trustees of 
Oharitable Funds, the main principles of such agreement being that the Head 
Master and the Governors respectively shall contribute yearly for a period of 
twenty years such sums as may be agreed on ; that these contributions shall 
accumulate at compound interest ; that in case the Head Master serves his 
office for such twenty years he shall on his retirement be entitled to the whole 
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accumulated fund ; that in case he retires earlier on account of permanent 
disability from illness he shall also be entitled to the whole of the same fund ; 
that in all other cases he shall, on his ceasing to be Head Master, be entitled 
to the amount produced by his own contributions. The Governors of the 
Girls' School may make a like agreement with the Head Mistress of the 
Girls' School. The Governors of Jones's West Monmouthshire School may 
make a like agreement with the Head Master of that School. If any question 
shall arise upon the construction or working of these provisions, the same 
shall be referred by the Governing Body concerned to the Charity Commis- 
sioners, whose decision thereon shall be final and conclusive. 

127. 
Such a sum of Government Stock belonging to the Grammar School a» 
will produce an income of £100 a year for the time being, or as near that sum 
of Stock as practicable, shall be placed to a separate account, entitled 
"Repairs and Improvements Fund." The income of such fund shall be paid ta 
the Governors, and applied by them in ordinary repairs or improvements of 
property used for the purposes of the Grammar School, and if not wanted for 
that purpose shall be accumulated for the like purpose in any future year or 
years. Until the income of the Repairs and Improvements Fund amounts ta 
£100 a year it shall be made up to tliat amount out of the income of the 
Grammar School. A like arrangement shall be made in the case of each of 
the other Schools by the Governing Body of such School, but so that the 
yearly amount shall be, in the case of the Girls' School, £30, and in the case 
of the Elementary School, £15, and in the case of Jones's West Monmouthshire 
School, £30, instead of £100, as in the case of the Grammar School. 



128. 
Any income of the Foundation remaining in hand at the end of any year 
to the account of the Estates Governors, and not needed as a balance for 
meeting their current expenses, shall be treated as capital and be invested in 
the name of the Official Trustees of Charitable Funds in trust for the Founda- 
tion in augmentation of its endowment. 

129. 
Any income of any one of the Schools remaining in hand at the end of 
any year, and not needed as a balance for meeting the currant expenses of 
such School, shall be invested in the name of the Official Trustees of Chari- 
table Funds in augmentation of the endowment of such School, but subject 
as regards the said yearly sum of £400, to be set apart as a fund for Scholar- 
ships and Exhibitions as aforesaid, to the special provisions hereinbefore 
contained relating thereto. 
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130. 

Subject as in this Scheme aforesaid, the endowment and income of the 
Foundation shall be applied for the advancement of education of boys and 
and girls, being education higher than Elementary, under a further Scheme 
or further Schemes under the Endowed Schools Act, 1869, and Amending 
Acts. 

131. 
Each Governing Body under this Scheme may receive any additional 
donations or endowments for the general purposes under the management of 
such Governing Body ; and may also receive donations or endowments for 
any special objects connected with matters under the management of such 
Governing Body which shall not be inconsistent with or calculated to impede 
the due working of the provisions of this Scheme. Any question arising upon 
this last point shall be referred to the Charity Commissioners for decision. 

132. 
Within the limits prescribed by this Scheme each Governing Body shall 
have full power from time to time to make regulations for the conduct of 
their business and of matters under their management, and such regulations 
shall be binding on all persons affected thereby. 

133. 
Any question arising among any Governing Body under this Scheme us 
to the regularity or the validity of any proceeding under this Scheme, or as to 
the construction or application of uny of the provisions of this Scheme, 
shall be referred by such Governing Body to the Charity Commissioners for 
their decision, and such decisions shall be binding on such Governing Body and 
all persons claiming under the Foundation who shall be affected by the 
question so decided. 

134. 
So far as relates to the Foundation, all jurisdiction of the Ordinary 
relating to or arising from the licensing of masters in any endowed school is 
hereby abolished. 

135. 
No person shall be disqualified for being a master in any of the Schools 
by reason only of his not being, or not intending to be, in Holy Orders. 

136. 
From the date of this Scheme all rights and powers reserved to, belong- 
ing to, claimed by, or capable of being exercised by, any person or body other 
than Her Majesty the Queen, as Visitor of the Foundation, shall be transferred 
to Her Majesty, and all such rights and powers, and also any like rights or 
powers vested in Her on the 2nd day of August, 1869, shall be exercised only 
through and by the Charity Commissioners for England and Wales. 
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137. 
The Charity Commissioners may from time to time, in the exercise of 
their ordinary jurisdiction, frame Schemes for the alteration of any portions 
of this Scheme, provided that such Schemes be not inconsistent with any- 
thing contained in the Endowed Schools Act, 1869, and Amending Acts. 

138. 
Nothing in this Scheme shall affect the order of the Charity Commission- 
ers now in force so far as it makes provision for the discharge of any 
mortgage debt on any property of the Foundation, or for the replacement of 
any stock or money advanced out of the funds of the Foundation. From and 
after the date of this Scheme the Foundation shall for every purpose, except as 
in this Scheme provided, be administered and governed wholly and exclusively 
in accordance with the provisions of this Scheme, notwithstanding any 
former or other Scheme, Act of Parliament, Charter, or Letters Patent, 
Statute, or instrument relating to the subject matter of this Scheme. 

139. 
The Estates Governors shall cause this Scheme to be printed, and copies 
to be given to each of the other Governing Bodies under this Scheme, and 
each other Governing Body shall cause a copy to be given to every member 
of its Body, and to every Head Master, Head Mistress, and Teacher of each 
School under its management upon their entry into office respectively, and 
copies may be sold at a reasonable price to all persons applying for the 
same. 

140. 
The date of this Scheme shall be the day on which Her Majesty by Order 
in Council declares Her approbation of it. 
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APPENDIX XIX. 

NEW SCHEME FOR JONES'S ALMSHOUSES, 
MONMOUTH AND NEWLAND. 
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6V)ww^2€«— MONMOUTH. 

GLOUCESTER. 
^oroM^A— Monmouth. 
ParwA— Newland. 
Charities— iO^E^'^ ALMSHOUSES. 

B 



55,588. 
Scheme, 




CHAKITY COMMISSION. 



In the matter of- 



1. The Charity consisting of the part applicable for purposes not 
educational of the Endowment of JONES'S ALMSHOUSE and 
GRMIMAR SCHOOL FOUNDATION at MONMOUTH, regu- 
lated by a Scheme made under the Endowed Schools Acts on 
the 23rd February, 1891 ; 
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2. The Charity caUed The ALMSHOUSE OF WILLIAM JONES, 
in the Parish of NEWLAND, in the Ck)unty of GLOUCESTER, 
comprised in Letters Patent of 20th July, 17 James I. (1620) ; 
and 

In the Matter of " The Charitable Trusts Acts, 1853 to 1891." 

The Boabd of Chabity Commissignebs for England and Wales, 
upon an application made to them on the 24th July, 1891, in Writing, under 
the corporate seal of 

The HABERDASHERS' COMPANY of the City of 
London, 

as the Trustees of the above-mentioned Charities : 

And it appearing that the endowments of the Charities consist of the 
particulars mentioned in the Schedule to the subjoined Scheme : 

And after due notice of the intention to make this Order published 
according to the direction of the Board by being afBxed to or near a principal 
outer door of the Parish Church of Newland on tha 8th July, 1892, and of the 
Town Hall of Monmouth on the 16th July, 1872, and by advertisement in the 
" Beacon '^ newspaper on the 9th and 16th July, 1892, and in the "Dean 
Forest Guardian " newspaper on the 15th and 22nd July, 1892 (being in each 
case more than one calendar month previously to the date hereof) : 

And after due consideration of all objections made to the proposed 
Order and suggestions for the variation tliereof : 

Dg hereby Order as follows, viz. :— 

The subjoined Scheme is approved and established as the Scheme for the 
future regulation of the Charities. 



SCHEME. 

1. From and after the day on which this Scheme is approved and 
established by an Order of the Charity Commissioners, the above-mentioned 
Charity, consisting of the part applicable for purposes not educational of the 
endowment of Jones's Almshouse and Grammar School Foundation, and the 
above-mentioned Charity called the Almshouse of William Jones, in the 
Parish of Newland, and the endowments of the said Charities specified in the 
Schedule hereto, and all other endowments (if any) of the said Charities, 
shall be consolidated and shall be administered and managed by the 
Haberdashers' Company of the City of London as the Trustees thereof, 
subject to and in conformity with the provisions of this Scheme, under the 
title of " William Jones's Almshouse Charity." 
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2. The lands and hereditaments belonging to the Charity shall continue 
to be vested in the Haberdashers' Company as the Estates Governors of the 
said Foundation, and to be managed by them according to the general law 
applicable to the management of property by Trustees of Charitable Founda- 
tions. 

3. All sums of cash now or at any time belonging to the Charity and not 
required for current expenditure shall (unless otherwise ordered) as soon as 
possible be invested, under the authority of a further Order of the Charity 
Commissioners, in the name of "The OiUcial Trustees of Charitable Funds." 

Application of Income. 

4. The cost of ordinary repairs and of insurance, and all other charges 
and outgoings payable in respect of the property of the Charity, and all the 
proper costs, charges, and expenses of and incidental to the administration 
and management of the Charity, shall be first defrayed by the Trustees out 
of the income thereof. 

5. Subject to any provisions made or to be made from time to time by 
any Order of the Charity Commissioners, the Trustees shall provide and 
maintain a fund for the extraordinary repair of the buildings belonging to 
the Charity, by paying out of the income thereof to the banking account at 
the Bank of England of "The Official Trustees of Charitable Funds," a yearly 
sum of £30, which shall be invested by the said Official Trustees, in their 
name, at compound interest, to the credit of an account to be entitled the 
" Repair Fund." When and so long as the fund shall amount to not less than 
£1,000, the Trustees may suspend the said yearly payment, and the said 
Official Trustees shall remit the income of the fund to the Trustees of the 
Charity. 

6. The Trustees shall continue the payment to the present Lecturer 
attached to the Almshouses at Monmouth a yearly stipend of £200, and an 
allowance of £100 per annum in lieu of a house ; and to the present Preacher 
attached to the Almshouses at Newland a yearly stipend of £70. The said 
Preacher may continue to use and occupy all buildings and land belonging to 
the Charity now used or occupied by him. 

7. Upon the avoidance of office by either the present Lecturer or the 
present Preacher, the Trustees shall make no fresh appointment except with 
the express sanction of the Charity Commissioners. 

8. Subject to the legitimate interests of the existing Almspeople, the 
following provisions shall take effect. 

9. There shall be two sets of Almspeople, to be called respectively the 
Monmouth Almspeople and the Newland Almspeople. The Monmouth Alms- 
people shall be appointed by the Trustees out of such persons as shall be 
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nominated by a Committee (to be called the Monmouth Committee) consisting 
of the Lectnrer for the time being attached to the Almshouses at Monmouth, 
and of the Governors of the Grammar School, at a special meeting of their 
body, and the Newland Almspeople shall be appointed by the Trustees out of 
such persons as shall be nominated by the Vestry of the Parish of Newland ( i ) 
at a meeting convened and held according to the ordinary practice of the 
Vestry, or in case of need or doubt in accordance with rules to be made or 
approved by the Charity Commissioners. 

10. The full number of Monmouth Almspeople shall be 20, of whom 10 
shall be men and 10 shall be women. They shall be poor persons of good 
character, who shall have resided in the Town or Borough of Monmouth, or 
the County of Monmouth, for not less than two years next preceding the time 
of their appointment, with a preference for those so resident in the said 
Town or Borough, who shall not during that period have received Poor-law 
relief, and who from age, ill-health, accident, or infirmity shall be unable to 
maintain themselves by their own exertions. 

11. The full number of the Newland Almspeople shall be 16, of whom 
eight shall be men and eight shall be women. They shall be poor persons of 
good character, who shall have resided in the Parish of Newland or adjoining 
Parishes for not less than two years next preceding the time of their appoint- 
ment, with a preference for those so resident in the Parish of Newland, who 
shall not during that period have received Poor-law relief, and who from age, 
ill-health, accident, or infirmity shall be unable to maintain themselves by 
their own exertions. 

12. There sliall be paid to each Almsperson out of. the income of the 
Charity, by weekly or other periodical payments as the Trustees may think 
fit, such a stipend, being at the rate of not less than 7s., and not more than 
10s. per week, as shall be fixed and determined from time to time by the 
Trustees, after consultation with the Monmouth Committee in the case of the 
Monmouth Almspeople, and in the case of the Newland Almspeople with a 
Committee (to be called the Newland Committee) consisting of the Preacher 
for the time being attached to the Almshouses at Newland, and three persons 
to be chosen by the Vestry of the Parish of Newland at a meeting convened 
and held as mentioned in the 9th Clause of this Scheme. Such three persons 
shall be appointed to office for three years, but shall be eligible for re- 
appointment. In fixing the stipend, regard shall be had to the needs and 
circumstances of the respective Almspeople, and to the income and resources 
of the Charity, and the other circumstances thereof; and the Trustees, in lieu 
of paying the whole amount of the said stipend to any Almsperson in money, 
may after such consultation as aforesaid from time to time expend the whole 

(1). Although sanctioned by ancient practice this is about the most unsatisfactory form of 
nomination that can possibly be, and reflects little credit on the sagacity of the Charity 
Commissioners. 
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or any portion thereof for his or her benefit as they shall think fit. Each 
Almsperson in addition to the stipend shall be provided by the Trustees out 
of the income of the Charity with two tons of coal annually. 

13. The Almshouse buildings at Monmouth and Newland respectively be- 
long to the Charity, and the premises heretofore occupied therewith shall be 
appropriated and used for the residence of the Monmouth and Newland 
Almspeople respectively to be appointed from time to time in conformity 
with the provisions of this Scheme. 

14. No Almsperson shall be absent from the Almshouse for a period 
exceeding 24 hours, without the consent in writing of the Lecturer or any 
two members of the Monmouth Committee in the case of the Monmouth 
Almspeople, and of the Preacher or any two members of the Newland Com- 
mittee in the case of the Newland Almspeople ; but in special cases such 
consent may, for any sufficient reason, be given retrospectively after the 
absence has occurred. 

15. No Almsperson shall be permitted to let or part with the possession 
of the room or rooms allotted to him or her, or to suffer any stranger to 
occupy the same, or any part thereof, except with the special permission of 
the respective Committees. 

16. The Trustees may, if they shall so think fit, upon the application of 
the respective Committees, whenever the income and resources of the Charity 
shall suffice for the purpose, appoint a Medical Officer or Nurse, or both, to 
Attend upon the respective sets of Almspeople and to supply them with 
medicines and such medical appliances as may be necessary, at yearly salaries 
to be prescribed from time to time by the Trustees, with the approval of the 
€harity Commissioners ; and they may also provide any of the Almspeople, at 
the cost of the Charity, with any necessary attendance in case of illness or 
permanent infirmity. 

17. Applications for nomination as Almspeople shall be made in writing to 
the Monmouth Committee in case of the Monmouth Almspeople, and to the 
Vestry of the Parish of Newland, or the Clerk or other Officer of the Vestry, 
in the case of the Newland Almspeople, in such form as maybe prescribed by 
the respective Committees. 

18. No nomination of an Almsperson shall be made until a sufficient 
notice of the vacancy to be filled up, specifying the qualifications required 
from candidates (which may be in the Form annexed hereto), shall have been 
published in Monmouth or in Newland, as the case may be, by advertisement 
or otherwise, so as to give due publicity to the intended appointment ; and 
■every applicant must be prepared with sufficient testimonials and other 
-evidence of his or her qualification for the appointment. 
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19. All nominations and appointments of A]m8i>eople shall be made at 
8X)ecial meetings of the nominating and appointing bodies respectively, and 
shall be made as soon as possible after an interval of one month from the 
occurrence of the vacancy to be filled up. 

20. The respective Committees shall provide and keep a book, in which 
shall be entered the names, ages, and descriptions of all persons appointed to- 
be Almspeople, together with the dates of their respective appointments, and 
the date and occasion of everj' vacancy, and they shall likewise keep a 
roister of all applications for appointment. 

21. If any Almsperson shall be guilty of insobriety, insubordination, breach 
of regulations, or immoral or unbecoming conduct, or shall receive Poor-law 
relief, or shall, in the opinion of the Trustees, become disqualified from re- 
taining his or her appointment, or if in any case it should appear that any 
Almsperson has been appointed without having the required qualifications,, 
the Trustees, upon satisfactory proof thereof may, after consultation wi th 
the Monmouth Committee in the case of the Monmouth Almspeople and the 
Newland Committee in the case of the Newland Almspeople, remove the- 
Almsperson, and take possession of the tenement or room occupied by him or 
her, and thereupon another Almsperson may be appointed as hereinbefore 
provided in his or her place ; or in any case of such misconduct as aforesaid,. 
the Trustees may, after such consultation as aforesaid, suspend the payment 
of tlie stipend to the Almsperson, either wholly or in part, during such time- 
as they shall think fit. 

22. Any surplus income of the Charity which shall remain after provid- 
ing for the other objects of the Charity, shall be applied in granting Pensions- 
to deserving poor persons, to be called respectively Monmouth Pensioners 
and Newland Pensioners. 

23. Each Pension shall be at the rate of not less than 5s. and not more- 
than 8s. per week. 

24. The provisions hereinbeinfore contained with reference to the Mon- 
mouth and Newland Almspeople respectively shall, mutatis mutandis, and 
as far as practicable, apply to the ' Monmouth and Newland Pensioners- 
respectively. 

25. The Pensions shall be awarded to Monmouth Pensioners and to 
Newland Pensioners, in such proportion as to the Trustees, after consultation 
with the respective Committees, shall by regulation from time to time- 
prescribe. 
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26. Each Pension shall be granted for a term of three years in the 
first instance, but may, if the appointing body after consultation with the 
nominating body thinks fit, be prolonged for a term of not more than three 
years at each prolongation. 

27. The Monmouth Committee shall be entitled to delegate the exercise 
of the powers conferred upon them by this Scheme, except in respect of the- 
Nomination of Almspeople and Pensioners, to a Sub-Committee consisting of 
five of their body, to be appointed at a special meeting thereof. 



General Pbovisions. 

28. The Trustees may from time to time prescribe such reasonable regu- 
lations as they may, after consultation with the respective Committees, 
consider expedient for the government of the respective sets of Almspeople 
And Pensioners, provided that the same shall not be at variance or inconsistent 
with any of the provisions of this Scheme. 

29. The amount and conditions of any payment or allowance prescribed 
by this Scheme may be varied from time to time by the Trustees, with the 
sanction of the Charity Commissioners. 

30. The appropriation of the benefits of the Charity shall be made by 
the body or bodies entitled to make such appropriation from time to time, at 
meetings of their body or bodies, and not separate by any individual member 
thereof. 

31. No Trustee or Committee-man acting in any capacity in respect of 
the Charity shall receive any salary or remuneration from the funds of the 
Charity. No Trustee or Committee-man shall, for his own benefit or for the 
benefit of any other person either directly or indirectly, hold or occupy any 
land or tenement belonging to the Charity, or be engaged in the supply of 
work or goods at the cost of the Charity. Provided that nothing in this 
clause shall apply to or effect any right or interest appertaining to the Lecturer 
attached to the Almshouses at Newland. 

32. The funds or income of the Charity shall not in any case be applied 
directly or indirectly in relief of any parochial rates. 

33. Any question as to the construction of this Scheme, or as to the 
regularity or the validity of any acts done or about to be done under this 
Scheme shall be determined conclusively by the Charity Commissioners, upon 
such application made to them for the purpose, as they think sufficient. 
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FoBM OF Notice. 

In the Matter of WILLIAM JONESS ALMSHOUSE CHARITY 
[MONMOUTH ALMSHOUSE], [NEWLAND ALMSHOUSE]. 

[The Monmouth Committee] [The Vestry of the Parish of Newland] give 
notice that they will on the day of , 189 , 

proceed to nominate an Almsperson [Pensioner] to fill a vacancy in the 
number of [Almspeople] [Pensioners] of the Charity. The nomination will 
take place at o'clock on that day, at , Poor 

of good character who have resided in 
for two years at least, who shall not during that period have received Poor 
law relief, and who from age, ill-health, accident, or infirmity are unable to 
maintain themselves by their own exertions are eligible for nomination. 
The appointments will be subsequently made by the Trustees of the Charity 
•out of the persons nominated. 

Applications must be made in writing to [the Monmouth Committee] [the 
Vestry] [or their Clerk] at , fourteen days at least pre- 

viously to the nomination. Every applicant must state [his] [her] name, 
•address, age, and occupation, and must be prepared with sufficient testi- 
monials and other evidence of [his] [her] qualification for appointment. 

Signed 
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The Charities of William, Jones. 



The following is extracted from a Report made by Mr. W, H. Fryer am 
a,dopt«d by b. Committee appointed by the Monmouth Board of Guardians ii 
-Jan., 1899:— 

Wblbh Intbbubsiatb Educational Scheme of 1894. 



Under this Scheme (prepared at the instance of the " Joint Education 
Committee of Monmouthshire" the following further sums were directed to 
be paid out of the endowment of the Charity, vi^, ;— 

1. A capital sum of not more than £6,000 to meet the coat of the site 
and buildings of the " Monmouth .Agricultural School." 

2. A further capital sum of not more than £2,500 for the purchase of 
land for the purpose of Agricultural teaching at the said School. 

3. And after making the foregoing payments and all the payments 
directed b3' the scheme of 1891, the whole of the residue of the income 
^present and future) of the Charity is directed to be paid over to the "County 
Governing Body " of Monmouthshire, as constituted Ijy this scheme ;— to be 
by them applied as therein directed for educational purposes within the said 
county ;— with the following saving proviso, viz , that the said Governing 
Body " may if tliey think (it, apply any further part of the aaid residue for 
the maintenance of the Schools of Jones's Almshouse and Grammar School 
Foundation under the said Scheme of the 23rd February 1891." 

By Clause 1 15 of this Sclieme it is expressly provided that the Commis- 
sioners "may from time to time frame schemes for the alteration of any 
portions of this Scheme." 




ERRATA. 



The Foot Notes on page 327 should have been on page 328. 
In the headline from page 377 to 385, for 1847 read 1854. 

Do. do. do. 387 to 399, for 1847 read 1868. 

Do. do. do. 401 to 429, for 1847 read 1891. 



Bristol : 
W. Bennett, 43 Broad Street, 

181H). 
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